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All t h e  ac t ive  pre-war plaaer operations i n  the  Otter precinct  
have resuned Huining with the  exeaption of t h e  Riley Investment Campany 
bedgo and t h e  Granite Creek Mining Company. The above dredge was unable 
t o  operats  due t o  aocluisition by the Army of t h e  machinery contained i n  
the mrschine shop. The Granite Creek Mining Company Is no longer i n  
existenoe. 

Gradually, the known prof i t ab le  pl.acer ground i n  the  v i c in i t y  
of F la t  is beaomlng depluted, Reworking of soma of t he  early worked 
gr.oun(l has been p ro f i t ab l e ,  and the  f i t m e  depends upon a reduction of 
costs  i n  order t h a t  lower grade marginal ground can be worked. Mwginril 
pay extends d m  Otter  Creek below Flat  and on benches on 1mr WilfLlow 
Creek, h c k  of devebopmont of other forms of mining and industry, and 
the me~intenance of high transportation oostu,  are beginning t o  show 
de f in i t e  s igns  of de te r io ra t ion  on the  town of  F la t .  Nearly a l l  timber 
and trees large enough for  wood have been cut for  miles around, and fuel 
f o r  winter use i s  one of the  problems. The futtlre will be limited t o  
the existence of reworkable placer ground, the  poasible development of t h e  
Gold811 Hoxn mine, and probabLe development of t h e  lf gnite measures found 
along the I d i t a r o d  River, 

The North American Dredging Compmy, under the  di rect ion of 
Al.cx Matheson, is  ~ p e r a t i n g  its dredge 24 hours da i ly ,  working two ten.= 
hour ~5h i f t a  and one four-how shift. The dredgo s t a r t e d  diggin$ t h i s  
year on June 16,  and it has mn aotual  capacity of 2000 yards daily. The 
dredge) is  located i n  the t o m  of F h t  and is reciredgiw some of the  ground 
for the t h i r d  time. Conuiderable ground la beixkg prepared on the west side 
or lower Otter Creek by bul ldoz iw and hydraulicking of f  aeveral f e e t  of 
top soil zmd gravels ,  and thence thawing the remaining t o  bedrock with the 
u ~ e  of 500 points.  A t o t a l  of f f f t e e n  men are employed. 

The Riley Investment Company hopes t o  have i t s  dredge i n  opera- 
t i o n  ~ ~ a r l y  next season. Three men a r e  employed r epa i r i ng  the dredge and 
rebuil.ding the  maahflue shop, 

The Awe Mining Company is  mining on the Beaker Es ta te  on lower 
Chicken Creek, The pay on lower Chicken meek has fanned out over the  
Bonanza C~yeek valley until the  pay has dropped Go 20 cents  per  bedrock 
foot a t  the present mining nSte m d  lowes below. T h i s  season on the  Power 
cut an old east-west c h m e 9  of Bonanza Creak was found i n  whfab the bed- 
rock dropped t o  a depth o f  60 feet. Very l i g h t  p 4 ~  was dis t r ibuted in 
these gravel$ With Pay on bedrook. %is season i s  expected to  be the 



last for the compmy on t h i s  creek. This coming winter t h e  company 
 expect^ t o  dri:Ll on Donovan Creek, a t r ibu ta ry  of Crooked Creek i n  the 
Kuskokwim precinct and 20 miles south of' Fla t .  

IIatton, Bouquier , and Turner are operat f ng a hydraulic-bulldozer 
and dragline 01s the Olsen Brothere ground on atillow Creek. This i s  only 
a small. blook of ground left by the Northland Development; Company. They 
a r e  workiqg one ahift  and have a t o t a l  of seven men employed, They expeut 
t o  mine t h i s  mll block t h i s  season and then move t o  Little Creek, t r ibu-  
tary of CrcmkeB Creek near the Deooursey quiakailver mine i n  t h e  guskokwim 
precinot , 

s 

Robert Xpmn was reported t o  be working alone on the Decouraey 
property retorliing some ore whish was mined l a s t  winter, 

Patr ick Savage is still mining on the r i gh t  limit o f  Flat Creek 
near the huad. This season he pwchased a new Lima % ~ a * b  dragline mounted 
on 19-foot crawlers of 36-inah width and powered by a lH.7000 c a t e r p i l l a r  
dieeel .  Water was very shor t  t h i e  eeaeon fo r  t h i s  operation and only twa, 
2-hour s h i f t s  daily could mining be aa r r ied  on due t o  laak of water, The 
gold i s  very fine m d  is contained i n  monzonite sands. 

The Moore Creek Mining Company, located 30 miles e a s t  of Fla t ,  
is operating a dragline and bulldozere under the  management sf Elmer 
Keturi  with a t o t a l  of e igh t  men smployed. Mining by this campay con- 
t i nues  t o  reveal auverrsl coarse gold nuggets with quartz attached. The 
ooenpany was reported t o  have about reached the end of' itu pay, 

Uoti la avrd Ogria are opeiat ing a dragline and hydrcsulio-bull- 
dozer combi.nat~.on on Slats Creek, three miles eas t  of Flat. This  season 
a shortage of rrate~? h e  l imi ted  the  usual production. Mining is now con- 
f ined t o  bench ground, which allows t he  boxes t o  be s e t  i n  bedrook and 
makes the use of  t h i s  combination of  mining very sucaerssful. A t o t a l  of 
nine men are en~ployed, 

Peter MiocavSch is  mining witb bulldozer-hydraulic up Glenn 
Gulch on the  l e f t  l im i t  of' Otter Creek and just below the, Golden Horn 

Besides the  hydraulia-bulldozer operation, be has been doing some 
Band-mining and u a i q  h i s  trencheau in so~ne of the o l d  cats mining t he  
Sraotured monzanfte bedrook, I n  easne of the o l d  cuts he has mined t h i s  
fractured bedrock t o  a depth of 9 fee t .  Only the highly f rac tured  areas 
contain  pay deep i n  the be&oak. The nBe of water power with ~ n l l y  a 
&foot head t o  operate a 20-RW., AC. e l e c t r i c a l  un i t  and a barge De 
I ava l  pump, which pumps 6000 gaUontl per minute, supplies cheap water and 
l i g l h t  fo r  t h i e  operation,  This ageration has plenty of water ev@n during 
a d q  season, sinae Ot ter  Creek contains a good volume and t he  di tch  i e  
large. 



Fred &usher and Frank Salen are operating araal l  hydraullcza on 
Malamute Pup and Granite Creek, both  tributaries a f  Otter Creek above the 
Uiscovich operation. 

There are a total of nine placer operations i n  the precinct, 
with an e m p l . o ~ n t  tota l  of 94 men, and one dredge uncler repair, 

ACTIVE MINING O ~ I O ~  IN TBE OTTER PRECZMCT 
1 9 4 6  

1 

NO. 
UI 

NO. Ifen 

Dredges 

North American (;old Dredging F l a t ,  Otter Creek 1 15 
co. 

Riley Investment Go, F l a t ,  Otter Creek 1 (repair 3 
work only) 

ZSra~~Lines 

Awe Mining Co. Chioken Creek 2 13 

Bouquier , Hatten & Turner Willow Creek 1 I 

Patrick Savage Flat meek 1 8 

Moore Creek Mining Co, Moore Creek 1 8 

U o t i l a  & O g ~ i z  Slate Creek I 9 

I?. Miscovioh Otter creek 1 8 

Hydraulia 

>Fed Lusher Malmute Pup 

Banls SaZen Granite Creek 

Total operations - 9 
Inactive Wedges - 1. 



Goats at Flat via Nenana, Yukon and Innoko Rivers 

Freight - $2.85 Per 100 Ibe. ,  Raihacl-  Ssettle charge 

Wehinery- 1.75 * * * Boat 
I 

$6.60 pel- 100 Ib, for machinery, 

Plain steel  - 4.33 psr 100 lb,, RaiJmad-~seal;tle charge 

1.75 n B o a t  
$ F X  )I * for plain steel, 

Wood - $22 per cord. 

DSoseS. ~ i l  - $21 per chum (Pre-r~ar prioe - $18) 
Pla t  s to re ,  ease-lot priues: 

'Vegetables, small cane - #14,00 per caee 
LWs - 24.00 * " 
Fruit, cannod - 12.00 - $16.00 per case 
Bara .. .75 per Ib. 
50 lb. augaz, - 7.50 
Pineappl.6, 24 cans - 12,00, 


