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All the a¢tive pre-war placer operations in the Otter precinct
have resumed mining with the exesption of the Riley Investment Company
dredge and the Granite COreek Mining Gompany. The above dredge was unable
to operate due to scquigition by the Army of the mashinery contained in
the machine shop. The Granlte Creek Mining Company is no longer in
existence.

Gradually, the kpnown profitable placer grourd in the vieinity
of Flat is becoming deplsated. Reworking of some of the early worked
ground has been profitable, and the future depends upon a redustiorn of
costs in order that lower grade marginal ground cen be worked. Marginal
pay extends down Ottsr Creek below Flat and on benches on lower Willow
Cresk. Lack of development of othar formsa of mining and industry, ard
the maintenance of high transporvation coats, are beginning to show
definite signs of deterioration on the town of Flat, Nearly all timber
and trees large enough for wood have bean cut for miles around, end fuel
for winter use is one of the problsms. The future will be limited to
the existence of reworkable plecer ground, the possible development of the
Golden Horn mine, end probable development of the lignite measures found
along the Iditarod River.

The North Americen Dredging Company, under the direction of
Alex Matheaon, is operating its drsdge 24 hours dally, working two ten-
bour shifts &nd one four-hour shift. The dredge startsed digging this
year on June 16, and it has an actual capacity of 2000 yards daily. Ths
dredge is located in the town of Flat and is redredging some of the ground
for the third time. Considerable ground is being prepared on the west sids
or lower Qtter Creaek by bulldozing and hydraulicking off several feet of
top soil and gravels, and thance thawing the remaining to bedrock with the
uge of 500 points. A total of fiftesn men ars employed.

The Riley Investment Company hopes to have its dredge in opera-
tion early mnext season. Thrss man are employed repairing the dredge aund
rebuilding the mashine shop.

The Awe Mining Company is mining on the Beoker Estate on lower
Chicken Creek. The pay on lowar Chisken Creek has fanned out over the
Bonanza Creek wvalley until the pay has droppsd to 20 ecents per bedrook
fcot at the present mining site and lower below. Thiz season on the lower
cut an 0ld east-wast channel of Bonanza Creek was found in whieh the bed-
rock dropped to a depth of 60 feet. Very light pay was distridbuted in

these gravels with no pay on bedroock. This sesmason isg 8xpasted to be the



lagt for the compagy on this creek. This coming winter the company
expects to drill on Donoven Creek, a tributery of Crooked Creek in the
Kuskokwim precinct and 20 miles south of Flat.

Hatten, Bouquier, and Turner are operating a hydraulis-bulldozer
end drsgline on the Olsen Brothers ground on Willow Creskx. This is only
a small blook of ground left by the Northland Development Qompany. They
ara working one shift and have & total of seven men employed. They expect
to mine this emall blook this season snd then move to Littls Creek, tribu-
tary of Crooked Creek nesr the Decouraey qQuicksilver mine in the Ruskokwim
precinot.

Robert lyman was reported to be working alone on the Decoursey
property retorting some ore whioh wag mined lest winter.

Patrick Savage 18 still mining on the right limit of Flat Creek
neer the beed. This season he purchased a new Lima 2-ysrd dragline mounted
on 19-foot crawlers of 36-inch width and powered by a D-17000 caterpillar
diesel. Water was very short this season for this operation apd only two,
2=nour shifts daily could mining be carried on due to lack of water. The
&0l1d 1a very fine and is oconteined in monzonite sands.

The Moore (reek Mining Company, loszted 30 miles east of Flat,
is operating a dragline and bulldozers under the management of Hlmer
Keturi with a total of eight men employed. Mining by this eompany con~
tinunes to reveal several coerse gold nuggsts with quartz sttached. The
acmpeny was reported to have mbout reached the end of 1ts pay.

Uotila and Ogriz are operating & dragline snd hydraulisc~bull-
dozer combination on Slate Crask, three miles east of Tlat, This season
a shortage of water has limited the usual production. Mining ls now con=
fined to bench ground, whish allows the boxes to be set in bedrosk and
mgkes the use of this combination of mining very suceessful, A totel of
nine men are employed.

Peter Miscovich is mining with bulldozer-hydraulic up Glenn
Gulch on the left limit of Otter Creek and just balow the Golden Rorn
mnine, Besides the hydraulio-dulldozer operastion, he has been doing soms
hand-mining end using his trencheeu in some of the old cuts mining the
frastured monzonite bedrook: 1In same of the 014 cuta he has mined this
frastured bedrock to & depth of 2 feet. Only the highly fractured areas
contein pay deep in the bedrock. The nse of water power with only a
34=foot head to operate a 20-KW., AC. electrical unit and a large De
Lavel pump, which pumps 6000 gallons per minute, puppliee cheap water and
light for this operation. 7This operation has plenty of water even during
6 Ary season, since Otter Creek contains & good volume and the diteh 1is
large,



Fred Lusher and Frank Salen are operating small hydreulics on
Malemute Pup and Granite Creek, poth tributaries of Otter Creek gbove the
Misgcovich opersatvion.

There ere & totsl of nine placer opsrations in the precinct,
with an employment total of 74 men, and one dredge under repair.

ACTIVE MINING OPERATIONS IN THE OTTER PRECINCT

1946
Neme of Oompany location No. No. Men
Dredges
North American Gold Dredging Flat, Otter Creek 1 s
Riley Inveggient Co. Flet, Otter Creek 1 (repair 3
work only)
Draglines
Awe Mining Co, Chioken Creek 2 13
Bouquier, Hatten & Turner Willow Creex 1 Vi
Patrick Savegs Flat Cresk 1 8
Moore Creek Mining Co. Moore (Creek 1 -]
Uotila & Ogriz Slate Creek 1 &
Hydraulis-Bulldozer
P. Miscovioh Otter Creek 1l 8
Hydraulie
Fred Lusher Malamute Pup 1l 2
Frank Salen Granite Creek 1l 1
74

Total operations = 9
Inactive dredges ~ 1,



costs et Flat vis Nenana, Yukon and Innoko Rivers
Freight - $2.85 per 100 1d8., Rallroad- Segttle charge

Machinery - 1,70 = n o Boat
§4.60 per 100 lb, for machinery.

Plain steel -~ 4,33 per 100 1b., Rellroad-Seattla chargs

1,786 » A " Boat
$6.08 = =«  for plain steel,

Wood - $22 per cord.
Diesel oll - $21 per drum (Pre-wer price - $18)

Flat stors, case-lot prioces:
Vegetables, smal)l cans

$14.00 per caase

Eags -~ £5,00 n w

Fruit, canned - 12.00 ~ £16.00 psr case
Ham - «75 per 1lb,

80 lb. sugar ~ 7.50

Pineapple, 24 cans ~ 12,00.



