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During September 11 t o  19,  1959, I made a t r i p ,  to  the P l a t  and 

Ophir d i  e t r i c t s  t o  acquire information per ta ining to mining operations 

i n  those areas. I4y i t i ne ra ry  f o r  t he  t r i p  w a s  as follows: 

Sept 11 c. From Pairbanks to  McGrath v i a  Normern Consolidated 
Airlines. 

Sept 1 2  - &om McGrath to  Yankee Creek v i a  Alaska Airl ines;  by 
truck from Yankee Creek to  Ganes Creek. 

Sept 13 - Visited dredging oper8,tion of Minalaska, Inc, on Ganes 
Creek. With W. Jasper traveled by truck to  Yankee 
Creek and v i s i t ed  mining operation of Bosander and Reed, 
M. W, Jasper l e f t  f o r  McGrath i n  the evening. 

Sept 14 - By truck trisi ted the mining opesations o f  Michael 
OICarroll on Spxce Creek, Fns Uoti la  on Ophir Creek, 
L i t t l e  Creek Mining Co on L i t t l e  Creek, and H j a l m a s  
Lind.quist on Bedrock Creek, Returned t o  Yankee Creek. 

Sept 15 - 937 truck from Yankee Creek to  Takotna; from Takotna 
to  WcGrath v i a  Alaska Airlines. 

Sept 16 - From PfcOrath to  Flat v i a  Alaska Airl ines;  v i  sf ted 
X l l e r t o n t s  mining operation o i  F la t  Creek, 

Sept 17 s On foot  from Flat t o  &offt  s mining operation on Prince 
Creek; returned to  p l a t  by truck, 

Sept 18 w Visited mining operations of the  Otter Dredging Cb and 
the Miscovich brothers on Otter Creek. 

Sept 19 - Traveled from Flat to  McGr~th to  &chorage t o  Fairbanks 
via d a s k a  Airl ines,  

Minalaaka. Inc. 

Minalsaka, Inc,  under the management of Warren Magnuson, has leased 15*11 
d6 

the  property an& equipment formerly operated by the  Ophir Mini% Co on 

Ganes Creek. !he dredge actual ly  i s  being used fo r  prospecting; i t  ha8 

been moved down the val ley beside mined-out ground, digging only for  

f l o t a t i on  pa r t  of the  way but taking an occasional t e s t  cut  t o  bedrock 

and mining where pay was found, Martin Jasper w 3 s  a t  the  camp when 



Fig. 1. Dredge operated by Miaalaaka, Inc. on upper h n e e  Creek. 

Pig. 2. Inoperatire dredge on l w e r  b e e  Creek. 



I arrived; he was comgleting an evaluation of the ground tha t  had been 

dredged during the swnmer, iipparently Magnuson i s  seeking investment 

cap i t a l  to  finance the venture. The Fairbanks News-Miner of A p r i l  9, 

1960, carr ied an a r t i c l e  s t a t i ng  tha t  Minalaska, Inc. had been forbidden 

to  operate i n  the S ta te  of I l l i n o i s  because of secur i t i es  l a w  violations.  

Rosander and Reed. 
p3b 1 3 - ~  I . 

Toivu ksnnde r  i s  managing the mining operation of Rosandar and 

Reed on Yankee Creek. Two bulldozers a r e  used f o r  mining and stripping; 

a monitor i s  used t o  wash the g ram1  though  the boxe~ ;  and a dragline 

s tacks  the ta i l ing ,  S-tee1 sluiceboxes 42 inches wide a r e  s e t  on a 

grade of 18 t o  20 inches per  12 f t  of length. The pay goes as much as 

4 to  6 f e e t  i n to  bedrock. The ground being mined l i e s  beside ground 

tha t  has been dredged, The gold i s  coarse, and d r i l l i n g  r e su l t s  a r e  

not re l iab le ,  Prospecting i s  not ca,rried on f a r  ahead of t h e  mining, 

but theremaybea largereserveof  mimblegronnd, Fouro r  f ivemen 

comprise the crew. Ordinarily, s l i gh t ly  more than 100,000 s q  f t  of 

bedrock i s  mined per season. A t  the  time of  my visit, mining was not 

i n  progress because the dragline was shut down f o r  repair o f  a broken 

gantry. 

Victor H i l l .  

Mr. and Mrs. Victor H i l l ,  long-time res idents  o f  the area,  were 

doing assessment work on the i r  claims on lower S3ruce Creek, Mr. H i l l  

occasionally does some handmining on Victor Gulch, 

Michael 0 ' Carroll. 

Michael O t k r o l l  worked f o r  Worthern Lights Mining Qn Long Creek 



i n  the  Xuby Df s t r i c t  u n t i l  tha t  operation closed down i n  mid-Auest, 

He then moved t o  Spruce Creek asld mined a cut  about 20,000 sq f t  i n  area, 

The ground being mined i s  1-3/4 rniles from the mouth of the creek on the 

r i gh t  l i m i t  side beside ground t ha t  was mined by Hugh Matheson, ST, The 

t o t a l  depth of ground i s  23 f t ,  and, of t ha t ,  8 to 10 f t  i s  muck, 

OJQmrol l  owns the mining equipment and leases the ground, He hired 

one employee (Fred Dementieff), A L 8  tralEtor i s  used f o r  mining; 

a. monitor i s  used at the head s f  the boxes; and a dragline i s  used f o r  

stacking t a i l ing .  'Phe gold i s  fine, and the pay gravel i s  charactsr- 

i z e d  by conspicuous i ron  staining. After one cut had been mined, 

moat of the equipment was prepare& f o r  winter a torage, and the bulldozer 

was used t o  s t r i p  muck from the area t o  be mined next season. 

Gus Uotila. 

Gus Uotile. was mining on Ophir Creek 4 t o  5 miles from the mouth of 

tho  creek on the r i g h t  l i n i t  s i d e  of the valley floor. H e  uses a bull- 

dozer for mining, a monitor a t  the head of the boxes, and a dzagline for  

stacldng t s i l ing ,  Ordinarily, he mines lM,000 to 150,000 sq f t of 

bedrock per year, The dis t r ibu t ion  of gold f s spotty; both fine gold 

a n d c o ~ r s e g s l d a r e p r e s e n t ,  Thegroundmined in1959wq~quf te low~1  

grade, and Gus plans t o  move h i s  eqniplaent to  Birch Creek i n  the  Ruby 

B i  s t r i c t  i n  1960. 

Li t e l e  Creek M i n i n ~  Co. 

The L i t t l e  Creek Mining Co, owned and operited by Ivor Carlson, & ( 1~1e4  64 

i s  mining on the rfglht l i m i t  of L i t t l e  Creek a t  t he  upper end of an area 

tha t  has been dredged, The ground being mined i s  40 f t deep and i s  a l l  



frozen gravel except f o r  numerous sna l l  i c e  wedges or seams. A bull- 

d.ozer i s  used f o r  mining, n dragline for  stacking t a i l i ng ,  and a monitor 

i s  used a t  the  head of the boxes, Steel  sluiceboxes a re  on a grade 

of  1 5  t o  17 inches per 1 2  ft of length, Early i n  the season, a cut 

was mined fa r ther  downstream where a s ingle  d r i l l  hole had indicated good 

pay, but very l i t t l e  gold was recovered. TWO months were spent i n  

mining tha t  cut, so the proauction f o r  the season was unusually s m a l l  

H.j & m a r  Li n d a u u .  

Hdalrnar Lindquist mines on the upper pa r t  of Bedrock Creek. He 
b f - 1 7  

uses a T L l 4  t r ac to r  f o r  raining a d  f o r  stacking t a i l i ng ,  and he uses 

a monitor f o r  washing gra..vel through the boxes, A t  the sits of the 

present cut,  the depth of  pqv gravel i s  3 to  4 feet, and the muck and 

overburden are 7 to 8 f e e t  deep. Lindquist expects to  f i n i sh  mini% 

near the  head of the c ~ a e k  i n  1959, then he w i l l  move 3 to  4 miles down- 

stream, where he has prospected ground tha t  w i l l  last about & years* 

S t i l l  fa r ther  downstream there i s  addit ional ground that has not been 

prospected, 

Bedrock on the divide beQween L i t t l e  Creek and Bedrock Creek i s  s l a t e  

i n  which there are numerous narrow, light-colored dikes. 

F l a t  Creek Placers. - 
P l a t  Creek Placers,  on Flat Creek, i s  owned and operated by John 

~43'. 
and Richard &llerton. The site of the  mining operation i s  at the 

upper end of dredged ground (mined by the North American Dredging Co) 

on the right l i m i t  s ide  of the creek. A dragl ine with 3&chyd bucket 

i s  used f o r  mining and stripping, A 42-inch, elevated sluieebox i s  



Fig. 3. Plat Creek Placere dragltne. Cut being mined i n  foreground 
and sluicebox to l e f t  of dragline. 

Pig, 4. Side view of sluicebox, Note h e 1  st0rsge tank i'n b ~ k g r o m .  
Flat Creek Placere. 



Pig, 5 ,  Elevated sluicebar, Flat Creek Placers, 

mounted on a rubber~tirsb. tmk. The truck was ba i l t  f'ra a dragline 

base, and i t  serves as a turntable on which the t r e s t l e  aad slu5cebox 

can be rotated horizontally by a han&cranked win& or by a tractor. 

h c o  matting is used i n  the bottom of the sltlioebox under erpaaded metal 

lath,  and above the la th  thare arc punched steel  plates. The arrange- 

ment I s  essent idlg  the same as that used by the &andalar Mining Co at 

Big Creek, & W a r  Mstricf.  

Water for sluici~lg i s  p q e d  and recircalated, and the unit used for 



ng. 6. Rumtable base for  ini icebox- trestle,  Rat meek Placers, 

Fig. 7. k z z l e  arrangement i n  dump box at  head of  sluicebox, Flat 
Cfeek Placera. 



puqing has been bn i l t  for  maximum portmbility, The pmap and diesel 

tngine are mounted on top of a steel  pump box, which i n  turn i s  mounted 

on skids, !be unit  can be pulled by tractor t o  a new location and a 

dam can be bulldozed around i t  i n  a matter'of minutes, 

The entire mining operation can be handled by two men, one on the 

dragline and one on the 1118 treetor, Occasionally the tractor i s  ased 

1 n the cat to  aaeist the dragline; It i s  also sometimes ased for purhiag 

tailing, and it i s  used to move the pwp anit and the sluicebox i n  makl* 

new sebups, The dragline is  large enough so that It can b i g  bedrock, 

smd it mine a large Qrt without having a bulldozer push gravel to 

i t  as Is usually done where a smaller dragline i s  need for  mining, 

M l e  I was watang the operation, the dragline was dnmping s 

bucket (3 to & ca yde) every 45 seconds, and the owners reported that  

they averaged more than 200 cu yds per hour including time spent moving, 

Bone of the ground presently being mined is frozen. 

During the summer of 1959, Bichard Fullerton worked on an exploration 

contra& on a cinnabar proapect for  the U. S, Bureau of Mines, and John 

Phllerton with one emplopee ran the mining operation, The Ritlerton 

brothere s t i l l  have two bulldozers and a %cuqd-baeket dragline at 

Cblorado Creek, bat they hare no definite plans fo r  resuming operations 

there. 

M i  scovich Bro thers. 

George, John, and Andrew Miscorich mined i n  1959 on the lower part 
3 

of Otter Creek. They use a l&u-yd dragline f o r  adning, and tha~r 

also hare a b a a o e  i n  the cat to aid the dragline i n  d l  g a n g  out corners. 

The gravel i s  dumped into a hopper md is carri%l by conveyor bel t  to the 
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as . AOW . 



Fig, 9, lBaezle arraggment i n  damp box a t  head of sluicebox, 
Miscovich Brothers, 

rluicebox, !be comsybr unit i s  85 It long and i s  at a 174egree 

angle. It i s  mounted on rabbe-tired wheels so that the lower end can 

be moved as the dragline moves. The steel  sluicebox i s on a t res t l e  on 

rubbe-tired wheels, and the r i f f l e s  are the same as those used by Flat 

CPeek Placers, One bulldozer i s  naed fo r  stripping sad another fo r  

stacldng tailing, Six men comprise the crew. The graarsd being mined 

was dredged, but the dredge did not take moagh bedrock to get  a31 the 

Pay* 

O t t e r  I)red&lnE Go* a? 
The Otter Dredging Cb, owned and operated by John O g r i s  and Arnold 

Kobler, i s  mining on Otter Creek about Q mile upstream from the Miacovich 



brothers operation. The 3&eu-~~drbucket dredge i s  powered by a diesel 

engfne, and power i s  transmitted throughout the dredge by belts,  pulleys, 

and shafts. 'Phe dredge has a trommelbut no stacker; the coarse tai l ing 

i s  carried away by a flume, AM i n  the case of the Miscovich operation, 

the ground being mined has been dredged before, but not enough bedrock 

waa mined i n  the f i r s t  dredging. The crew xtumbers swan men, 

Rince  Creek Mini= Co. 

The Prince Ckeek Mining (To, under the maaagement of S. E. dgaff, 

i r  mining on Prince Ckeek, tributary to Bonanza Creek. Tm, IL8 tractors 

are used for mining, one fu l l  time and one part time. The one used 

only part  time for mining i s  f i t t ed  d t h  a t w o d r u m  H,veter unit that is 

ased to pull a acraper fo r  staddng tailing, A- monitor i s  used at the 

head of the sluicebox. !he upper part of the sluicebox haa Hungarian 

r i f f l e s  and the lower part  has expanded metal l a th  and matting Mder 

punched steel  plater, 

The l e f t  l i m i t  side of the creek i s  being mined at present. fme 

gravel i s  about 8 fee t  deep, and the mads is  8 to 10 feet  deep. Monitors 

are ased for  s tripping muck. !be bulldocere s t r i p  the upper half of 

the gravel, which i s  barren. 'Pbe sluicebox concsntrate contains large 

mounts ofctnnabar, ! h e r e i s a l a r g e v o l a m e o f  gravelupstreamfrom 

the present aat  and i n  the l e f t  l i m i t  tr ibataries to  Prince meek that 

may be nir&bLe, but it ham not been prospected, 

Hiscellanems Information. 

There were four mining operations i n  the Innob and Iditarod dlstr icts .  xq 
k b  

that were not *sited. Joseph Degnan van reported to be mining with a 



bulldozer on Mastodon Creek about 45 air l ine  miles northwest of bphir. 

Strandberg Mines, Inc. mined as usual on Colorado Creek, and i t  was it,v a6 
reported that only enough ground remained for  one more season of mining. 

bsander and Gates mined on Bear Creek, tributary to  Graham Cseek, tribd L+- 
l i  

utary to Colorado Creek. 'Phis operation i s  m-ed by 'Tex* Gates 

and apparently i s  financed by Toivu Rosander. Jules Stumr and his  

brother, Joe, were reported to  be mining on Moore Creek between Flat 

and McGrath. 

On the ridge between Rat Creek and Chicken k e k ,  malLuca le  

placer adning has been carried on almost to the top of the ridge. The 

placer deposits on the ridge are considered to be residua3 deposits 

- 
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EYg. 10. Clsinr stakes at 2 b f t  intervals at the head of Flat Creek. 
IbStaldng of lode claims over placer claims by the 

Alaska-Canadian Mining and Exploration Co. Ltd. 



formed by the weathering of a moneonite in t rudon i n  which there are 

muerous narrow, goldrbearing, qparta reins. Ms i s  the area i n  &73*'' 

which the AlasbChmdian Hining and Explorstion Co, LM, blanketed 

p r w x i s t i n g  placer d d m s  wlth 5 b f t w i d e  lode claims, kcording 

to a recent news release, the company plans to spend $125,000 on the 

property i n  1960. 

The dredge on Plat Creek o d  by the North he r i can  Bredging Ca 
dx 73-9  

i s  idle, and i t  was reported to be fo r  sale. 

Host of the freight into the Innab  District goes by track from 

Sterling Landing below HcQrath an the Kuskokwlm River; the length of 

truck haul i s  about 45 miles. There i s  also a good grqvel road f'rom 

Ophir to Takotna. Reighting into the Iditarod Dlstrict is a more diff- 

icul t  problem, Tor the 1959 seaeon, the Ehllertons had their  fuel-oil 

and other sqp l i ea  brought i n  before the Spring br0aki-q by a * f ' W n g  

b o x ~ " & a t  landed on a temporary winter-time s t r i p  bui l t  by levelling 

the anow with bulldozers, They intend to hme sapplies kanght i n  

the same way i n  the future, 


