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TERRITORY OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF MINES

COLLEGE, ALASKA
tiovember 1, 1951
ITIUER,RY REZQRT
TC: Leo H, Saarela, Commissioner of ines, Juncaun, 4laska
FRCiee 2obert H., faunders, Asscciate Mining Engineer, College, Alaska

SUEJzCT: Itinerary iteport of Rovert H. Saunders, Associate Mining Zngineer,

for the period August 28, 1951, to September 2, 1551,

o1

This trip was made to obtain information regarding mining operations in the
Cache Creek District and to make an examination of the lode prooverty of the
Dutch Hills &xploration and Development Co.

August 28: Fairbanks to Talkeetna via the Alaska Railroad.

August 29: By truck from Talkeetna to Cache Creek; on foot to C. W. Bradley's
camp on ucver Cache Creek.

August 30: On foot to the property of the Dutch Hills bxploration and De-
velopment Co. on upper Bird Creek.

The Dutch Hills Lxploration and Development Co. has staked twelve contiguous
lode Claims extending from thé héad of iugget Creek over a ridge to Bird #
Creek, across Bird Creek, and to the top of a ridge on the north side of

Bird Creek. The claims are staked along the apexes of a group of parallel
igneous dikes, There are pockets rich in gold in the gouge along the dike
walls, and there is also gold in the slate wallrock between the dikes. The
best exposurss are on the Golden Anchor claim on the left limit of Bird
Creek at approximately 62 degrees 35 minutes north latitude and 151 degrees
00 minutes west longitude. The property will be described in more detail

in a separate report.

Litigation is pending over owmership of land included in two of the claims
cf the Dutch Hills Exploration and Development Co. A separate rewort will
be written explaining the dispute.

A
In the evening I visited iike Trepite, who is leasing claims owned by the et
Alaska Zxploration Co. at ‘the mouth of gird Creek. Trepte is hydraulicking
in nround 125 ft deep. He employs one man. The operation differs from
others in the vicinity in the method of handling boulders; the boulcders
are blasted and washed through the boxes.

Avugust 31: I visited C. %. Bradley's workings on upper Cache Creek. He
is hydraulicking in ground hO ft. deep. The present operations are on the
Discovery Claim, which is one of a group of twenty-four placer claims
owned by iir. and Mrs. Bradley. The Black King lode claim has been staked
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by B. ¥. Lyons and C. . Eradley over the Ziscovery Claim to cover an
aurifercus igneocus dike exovosed by the placer mining. Subsequent mining
has again covered the dike.

I traveled on horseback with C. W. Bradley to Helvor Iricksen!s workings
‘n Cache Creek, to Rectert Sahl's workings on Nugzet Creek, and to 4. J.

Taraski's workings on Cache Creek. )ﬁ

e . : . . , wa-1?

helveor.iriekson rines on ground owned by ifagley of Anchorage. He works

alone using twe giants; one for mining and cne for siacking tailings. The

erouvnd 1s six to nine feet deep. This is the only; operaticn in the district

that has a reservoir for storing water sc¢ that mining can nroceed with

"gplashes! during dry weatner. 5 gf
n5-

Co. hp ‘uses one gliant with 2 two and one-half 1nch nozzlv. “The ground 13
about eight feet deep.
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{. Je maraskl mines alone on ground owned bv the Mugget Creek Iiining Co‘//)

I spent the night in a camr on lower Cache Creek owned by the Nugget Creek
¥ining Co. )

September 1: From Cache Creek tec Talkeetna by truck.

September 2: T examined the Commissicner'!s records at Talkseina noting
in particular all records pertaining to land involved in the litigation
of the Dutch Hills Exnloration and Development Co.

In the evening I traveled to Anchorage via the Alaska Railroad. 2. 73)
212
by Nagley. The ground is seventy feet deen. Stanton works alone, hy-

draulicking with two neczzles. Information pertaining to Stanton's opera-

ticns was obtained from d¥r. Phil Zrandl of the Nugget Creek ¥Mining Co.

Harold Stanton mined this year at the head of Falls Creek on ground ownedR*

Larry Cummins and =d Stronk were placer mining on Pass Creelc, north of the
Cache Creek District.

In the Cache Creek District during the 1651 seas-n, there were six placer
mining operations employing seven men. There was more rain than usual
this year, and the miners were not hampered by a shortage of water. All
of the operators mined by hydraulicking. -

Fig. 1 is a generalized geclogic cross-section of the Cache Creek valley.

The average width of the stream bed on upper Cache Creek is less than 100

ft. The benches lie about 150 £t above the valley floor. In the early

days, the deposits in the stream beds were mined by hani methods. At the
present tlme the miners are hydraulicking the unsorted gravel in the benches.
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In the deposition of the bench gravel, whicn is essentially glacial till,
running water nlayed a very minor part. Consesuently the gold is scatiered
throvghout the deposit instead of being concentrated in pockets or channels
on bedrock, It is ilmprobable, therefore, that the present dar miners will
discover any deposits as rich as those mined in the stream beds in the
early days.

There are several small outcrops 6f coal, probabtly low-grade lignite, along
the valley of Cache Creek. Lack of timber in the district enhances the
importance of the coal to the local miners. It is improbable, however,
that the ccal could ever be mined for sale outside the Cache Creek District.

Respectfully submitted,

i Loa

Robert H. Saunders
Associate lMining kngineer



