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This  t r i p  was made t o  ob ta in  informat ion  r e g a r d i i ~ g  mining opera t ions  i n  t h e  
Cache Creelc a i s t r i c t  and t o  make an examination of t h e  l o d e  proper ty  of t h e  
Dutch Hills h p l o r a t i o n  a d  Development Co. 

August 28: Fairbanks t o  Talkeetna v i a  t h e  Alaslca 3a i l road .  

August 29: By t ruck from Talkeetna t o  Cache Creek; O i l  f o o t  t o  C .  X. Bradley 1s 
camp on ucper Cache Creek. 

' August 30: On f o o t  t o  t h e  proper ty  of t h e  Dutch liills Zx$oration 2,rd De- 
velopment Co. on upper Bird  Creek. 

1\ , Lk 

The Dutch -.& A . FELills Z p l o r a t i o n  arid Development Go. has s t a k e d  twelve contiguous -15" ' 
k lode  claims e x h e d i n g  from t h e  head of ilugget Creek over a r i d g e  t o  S i r d  $$ 

Creek, across  Bird Creek, and t o  t h e  top  of a r idge  on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of 
' Bird Lreelc. The claims a r e  s t a k e d  along t h e  apexes of a group of p a r a l l e l  
D igneous dikes. There a r e  ~ o c k e t s  r i c h  i n  gold i n  the  gouge a l o i ~ g  t h e  d ike  

wa l l s ,  and t h e r e  i s  a l s o  go ld  i n  t h e  s l a t e  wallrock between t h e  d ikes .  The 
b e s t  exposures a r e  on t h e  Golden Anchor c la im on the  l e f t  l i m i t  of Bi rd  
Creek a t  approximately 62 degrees 35 minutes north l a t i t u d e  and 19 degrees 

;i\ 00 minutes west longi tude .  The p roper ty  >rill be descr ibed  i n  more d e t a i l  
i n  a sepa ra te  r e ~ o r t .  

L i t i g a t i o n  is  pending over o ~ ~ e r s h i p  of l a d  included i n  two of t h e  claims 
cf t h e  Dutch I - I i l l s  Explorat ion and Development Co. A sepa ra te  r e - o r t  ~4ll 
be m i t t e n  expla in ing  t h e  d i spu te .  

,5.' 
I n  t h e  evening I v 5 s i t e d  Z5ke Trepte, who i s  leas ing  cl&ms owned by t h e  fi$ - 
Alaska- ----- t q l - o r a t i o n  Co . a t  t h e  slouth" of s r d  Creek. Trepte  i s  hydraulicking 
i n  ground 1-25 S t  deep. He employs one man. The opera t ion  d i f f e r s  from 
o the r s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  i n  t h e  method of hanrfling boul.ders; the  koul6ers  
a r e  b l a s t e d  and washed through t h e  boxes. 

L4ugust 31: I v i s i t e d  C . :i. Bra%.~> wor!:ings on Wper  Cache Creel:. He 
i s  hydrauli.cking i n  ground 110 f t .  deep. The present  ope ra t ions  a r e  on t h e  
Discovery~Claim, which i s  one of a group of twenty-four p lace r  c la ims 
owned by Xr. m.d Krs. Bradley. The Black King lode c l a im has been s t a k e d  - -  



by 5 .  ::I. Lycns and C .  >I. Erad ley  over t l ie Ziscovery Claim 'LO cover an 
.zurifsrous igneous clilce ' e ~ o s e d  by tile p l a c e r  mining. Subsequent mining 
h2s again covered t h e  d i k e .  

1 t r a v e l e d  on horseback ~ 5 t h  C .  W. Eradley t o  Eielvor 2.r ickscnIs  worltings 
-.n Cache Creek, to, Zcber t  5ahl1s aorlt ings cri Nug.et Creek, and t o  A. J. 
Taras!ti 1s workings on Cache Creek, 

~ i e i v ~ z r x 3 5 d s ; s ~ n  r:lines on ground owned by ITaglex of Acchorage. 2, works . - 

a lone  using t ~ r i r c  g i a n t s ;  one f o r  ;r.ining a d  cne f o r  s:;acIcing t a i l i n g s .  The 
ground i s  six t o  n ine  f e e t  deep. ?'his i s  %he onlz- o?erat icr ,  i _ r l  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
t h a t  hes a r e s e r v o i r  f o r  s t o r i n g  water sc t h ~ t  mining can  ;>roceed wi th  
f lsplashcs!!  dur ing  dry weather.  

6 c-- 3'i 
3cbe~ t . . ,~dLl .  ~ ~ o r k s  alcize, s n i p i n g  cn grouxd o ~ m e d  by t h e  2lggget-.Cr~~l<,.~!~.~~i>i< 
C-0'; ' Ee uses one g i a n t  w i th  a two and me-half inch  nozzle.  Tlie ground i s  

rch-." 
. 

about e i g h t  f e e t  deep. 

A. J. Yaraski .. mines alone on ground owned by t h e  ?Tugget Creek i2ini .n~ Co ' 
- - -....-.-...-.̂ ---- ... ..,. .A~pP,PPP.. 

8~ uses  two g i a n t s .  The ground i s  about e i g h t  f e e t  deep. '/' 
1 spent  t he  n i g h t  i n  a cam;: on Lower Cache Creelr otmed by t i le  3Tugget Creek 
?Iining Co. 

1 

$3 September 1: From Cache Creek t o  Talkee tna  by tmcl i .  R 
September 2: I examined t h e  C o m i s s i c n e r ' s  records a t  Tdks-etna not ing  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a3.1 r eco rds  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  l m d  involved i n  t h e  l i t i g a t j - o n  
of t h e  Dutch H i l l s  Explora t ion  an6 Developnent Go. 

) I n  t h e  e v e n k g  I t r a v e l e d  t o  Anchorage v i a  t h e  Alzsl<a Rai l road .  /,f l 
k " 8  

> q3 \;$ v ~ a r n k L S $ . & ~ ~  mined t i i s  y e a r  al: t h e  head of F a l l s  - Creek on grou-nd owned@ 
by Wagley. The ground i s  seventy  f e e t  deep. S tan ton  xnrks  d o n e ,  h;~- !a drxc l i ck ing  uk th  two nozz les  . I n f o r n a t i o n  g e r t a i n i n g  t o  5 banton s opera- 

\ t i c n s  was obta ined  from li.. ? h i 1  Zrandl of t h e  i?ugget Creek ?:lining Co. 

Larry C+ns and 9 Stsonk x e r e  p l ace r  mining on Pass Creel:, ncrt21 of t h e  -- - ---.. ! A . 
Cache Creek Di s t r i c . t .  

- 
I n  t h e  Cache Creek D i s t r i c t  dur ing  t h e  1951 seasca,  t h e r e  were six p l a c e r  
~xin ing  opera t ions  e~nplo;.cing seven  rfie1-1. There was more ra:in t h a  7 i sud  
t h i s  year, m d  t h e  miners were n o t  hanpered by a sshorst,age of x a t e r .  fll 
of t n e  ope ra to r s  mined by hydraul icking.  

:Fig. 1 i s  a genexd ixec !  geo1ogi.c c ros s - sec t ion  of t h e  Fac he-a_C-r~e4;_,s,v,~le~~. 
The average wid th  of t h e  s t r e a n  bed on upper Cache Creek i s  l e s s  t h a n  10C 
f t .  The benches l i e  about 150 f t  above t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  
days, t h e  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  s t r e x n  beds were mined b;- ban-"; methods. o'b t h e  
preserit  time t h e  rninws a r e  h;d.raulicking ti;e unsorted g r a v e l  i n  t h e  benches. 



Fig. 1 

I n  the  de12osition of t h e  bench gravel ,  whicn i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  g l a c i a l  till, 
running w..;ter ?layed a very minor p a r t .  Conse.;~ientlg t h e  gold i s  s c a t t e r e d  
throu.ghcut the  de2os i t  i n s t e a d  of beiiig concentrated i n  ~ o c k e t s  or  channels 
cn beclroclc. It i s  improbable, t he re fo re ,  t h a t  t i e  p resen t  da:- miners 1~511 
discover any d q o s i t s  a s  r i c h  as  ti;ose rnined i n  the stream beds i n  t h e  
e a r l y  days. 

There a r e  sever  all s m a l l  outcrops of c o a l ,  prol;~. '~ly low-grade l i g n i t e ,  along 
t h e  valle-j- of Cache Creek. Lack of t irn'cer i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  enhances t h e  
importance of the  c o a l  t o  t h e  loc jl miners. It i s  improbable, however, 
t h a t  the  c o a l  could ever be  dried f o r  s a l e  outs ide  the  Cache Creek D i s t r i c t .  

Bespect fu l ly  submitted, 


