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,The msning ope rz t ions  ill ",e 7ade-Zanpton precincS c o n s i s t  of 
two d r a g l i n e s ,  one hydrzul ic-Sul ldozer  , and one shovel- in .  The ?r icson  
o p e r s t i a n  on 2lephant 2rsek  was i ~ n a b l e  $0 resune due +;o Arxj a c q u i s i t i o n  
during the  war of the d r a g l i n e  and bu l ldoze r s .  Froduct ion o r  gold i n  t h i s  
p rec inc t  f o r  t h e  year  w i l l  be cons iderably  below t h e  Ire-:var average. ' ' f i i le 
t he  xuaber o r  ope r s t i ons  a r e  the s m e ,  t h e  new :'!ade-2mpton ' l ining Company 
i s  3e lov~ the  o ld  Zr icson  i n  product ive capac i ty .  River  Weigh t  was over 
two months bate on t h e  Y~Lcon River t h i s  season from Xenana. This  de lay  i s  
a t t r i S u t e d  t o  t h e  longshoremen's s t r i k a ,  and t h e  nevr g o l i c y  of f r e i g h t  d i s -  
t r i b u t i o n  on the r i v e r  b o a t s  of c a r r y i n g  f r e i q h t  f o r  one o r  two p o r t s  p e r  
t r i p .  The new washing p l a n t  of Johnson and Ostness :ms not d e l i v s r s d  u n t i l  
Late J u l y ,  which reduces  t h e  p roduc t i an  of' t h i s  company by two months. 3- 
p a i r  p a r t s  and s u p p l i e s  needed dur ing  t h e  ope ra t ing  season have t o  be 
t r anspor t ed  by plane due t o  t h e  l a c k  of d e f i n i t e  schedules  of t h e  r i v a r  
boa ts .  Th i s  has q rea t ed  a much higher t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  cos t  i n  the d i s t r i c t .  

i 4  shor tage  of labor* was very evident  i n  t h e  r eg ion ,  s i n c e  t h e  
small  n a t i v e  popula t ion  moves dovm t h e  r i v e r  f o r  t h e  f i s h i n g  season, and 
ve ry  ~ S W  wh i t e s  l i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Nearly a l l  the  l a b o r  h i r ed  i n  t h e  dis-  
t r i c t  has t o  be brought i n  from o u t s i d e  by plane. The wage s c a l s  i s  91.32 
per  h o w  for common l a b o r  and $2 per  hour f o r  d rag l ine  and c a t e r p i l l a r  
0perato:rs. This  s c a l e  was t h e  h ighes t  encountered dur ing  the  season. 

The Johnson and Ostness o p e r a t i o n  is  mining on Xr. Marshls 
ground on t h e  Srke aench Claim. Th i s  depos i t  i s  i n  p a r t  c reek  and p a r t  
r e s i d u a l .  The gold occurs  i n  c l a y  mixed wi th  angular  l a v a  rocks  and on 
t o p  of sma l l  porphyry s i l l s  in t ruded  i n t o  black s h a l e s .  Both t h e  clay and 
t h e  a&i-&k+e rocks  Eire h igh ly  s t a i n e d  w i t h  i r o n  oxides.  The depth ranges  
froln 16 t o  20 f e e t  w i t h  t h e  g rave l ,  r o c k s  and c l a y  unsor ted  ovsr t h i s  
depth. The gold depos i t  ion  appears t o  have taken ?lacs  i n  t he  c lay ,  g rave l  
and rock  mixture from p e r c o l a t i n g  s p r i n g  so lu t ions ,  which a l s o  accounts  f o r  
t he  heavy depos i t i on  of i r o n  oxides.  The c l ay  conta ined  i n  t h i s  n i x t u r e  
has involved a problem i n  gold recovery  i n  pas t  ope r s t i ons .  The p re sen t  
new washing p l a n t ,  b u i l t  on the  s m e  p r i n c i p l e  a s  a dredge,  may be t h e  
s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  problem. The p l z n t  had operated o n l y  one day p r i o r  t o  
t h e  w r i t e r ' s  v i s i t ,  and t h e  d i e s e l  power u n i t  which ope ra t e s  t h e  genera tor ,  
which i n  t u r n  fu rn i shes  e l s c t r i c i t y  f o r  t h e  p l a n t ,  burned out bea r ings  
and c ranksha f t .  This  washing p l an t  was  b u i l t  by ';lashington I ron  :'larks, 



Following a r e  some s p e c i f i c a t i o n s :  ::'eight 70 t o n s  mounted on c a t e r p i l l a r  
t r a c k s ,  r a t e d  czpac i ty  150 yards  per  hour ,  70--foot s t a c k e r ,  5-foot trommel 
screen  wi th  mesh of 3/8 t o  3/4-inch, e l e v a t o r  f o r  f i n e s  from t h e  s l u i c e s ,  
g r i z z l y  over hopper w i th  automatic  dump, 4 nozz les  t o  break up m a t e r i a l  i n  
t he  hopper, and nozzles  i n s i d e  of sc reen .  The p l an t  u ses  4500 g a l l o n s  per  
minute from pipe  l i n e  w i t h  Low pressu_re. Gold saving devices  c o n s i s t  ~f  
seven s l u i c e  boxas 1 2  f e e t  long wi th  s t e e l  hungarian r i f f l e s ,  and w i t h  
mercury i n  the  first s e t  of  r i f f l e s  i n  each box. A l l  noving _parts w e  
operated by e l e c t r i c  motor,  w i th  e l e c t r i c i t y  supp l i sd  by D-13600 C a t e r p i l l a r  
direct-connected t o  125 Ii. T. gene ra to r ,  a sepa ra t e  u n i t ,  a d  connected t o  
washing p l a n t  with cab le .  

The ;'lade riampt on ?dining Company i s  a new p a r t n e r s h i p ,  which has  
Leased t h e  Andrew Zgar ground on 3 isappoin tnent  Creek. The ope rz t ion  i s  a  
hyd~:sul ic-bul ldozer ,  which began mining or1 the  d a t e  o f  v i s i t .  The p a r t n s r s  
a r e  T. P e t e r k i n  and Son,  0 .  P. and J. ;q. Chellson, and 2. R. LovrLher, who 
a r e  oge ra t ing  without any h i r e d  help.  They intend t o  d r i l l  Disapgointment 
Creek. This  c r eek  was found i n  t h e  p a s t  t o  con ta in  some pay. Geologica l ly ,  
i t  heads o f f  t h e  same small soda g r a n i t e  oppos i te  from the  head of YJillo-a 
Creek. Th i s  company i s  somewhat inexperienced i n  p l a c e r  mining, bu t  appears  
t o  have good f i n a n c i a l  connect ions a t  Anchorage. 

The opera t ion  of  t h e  Yukon !lining Company w a s  not v i s i t e d  dus t o  
p e r s i s t e n t  fog. This  i s  z drag l ine  ope ra t ion  headed by  Joe Barnstad and 
employs a t o t a l  of e i g h t  men. This  season t h e  company i s  mining on lower 
Icako, Tvfining d i d  not get  under way u n t i l  i n  ~\ugust  due t o  l a t e  a r r i v a l  of 
9C-- 

t h e  r i v e r  f r e i g h t  boats .  

J i m  Douglas w a s  found t o  be shovel ing-in on c la im No. 4 Above 
Discovery on upper VJi llow. 

Geo. luf. P i l h e r  i s  cont inuing  h i s  t h i r t y - f i v e  years of prospect-  
i ng  on Elephant  Creek. 9 e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  he has  two good c la ims ,  which he 
i s  hold ing  f o r  h i s  ti.vo daughters  and f o r  mining a f t e r  t h e  next war,  when 
he c l z i m  gold mining w i l l  be good again.  



PLACER O P ~ W I O N S  I N  THX WADE HAl*FTON PRECINCT 
OF TH% SECOND DIVISION I N  1946 

Dragline Operat ions -- Locat ion No. Men 

Johlison & Ostness ~,Villow Creek 12  

Yukon ?'.4ining Co, Kako Creek 8 

Bulldozer-Hydraulic Operat ion 

i?adc! Sanpton ?.:fining CO.  Disappointment Creek, 5 
t r i b .  o f  :Vil.son Creek 

H y d r a u l i i S h o v e l - i n ,  e t c .  

Jin Douglas 

U. S. S, R. & M. Co. ex,pected t o  d r i l l  t h i s  season on B o n i c i l l a  Creek 
near  Stuyahok - 40 c l a i m  loca ted .  

Geo. Id. P i l h e r  Elephant Creek 1 - 
27 

COSTS I N  TlSE XADX H.ANETON PLWCINCT I N  1946 

F re igh t  - s e a t t l e  t o  Seward, Suward t o  Nenana, Nenana t o  Marshall:  
C l a s s i f i e d  f r e i g h t  - $60 t o  $300 p e r  t o n  
Machinery r a t e ,  s p e c i a l  - $ 80 ?? fl 

Diesel  o i l  pe r  bbl .  a t  Marsha l l  - $18 - $20 
Diese l  o i l ,  pre-war c o s t  - 27G g a l ,  

Dragline - $2.00 per  hour 
C a t e r p i l l a r  2.00 1' * 
Other l a b o r  1.32 

2 - 10-hr. s h i f t s  
$3.50 pe r  day board. 


