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TERRITORY OF ALASKA !

DEPARTMENT OF MINES

FIELD STATION AND ASSAY OFFICE
Box 8657 NOME, ALASKA

Oektober 6, 1956

ITIYERARY REPORT

TO: Phil R, Holdsworth, Commissionar of Mineas
FRCOM, Martin ¥W. Jasper, Territorial Mining Bngineer

SUBJECT: Trip along Seward Hiway to check on activity of various gold-
guartz and plecer property owners, made at rsquest of Fred
Hintoa and Wm. Johnsoan.

Beptember 12, 1936. Leaving Anachorage at 9:30 AM in personal
car two hours were gpent with Joe Danich at Girdwoed. Mr, Danich adviked
that thers had been no prospectors active in the Girdwood district to his
knowledge during the past sesson. Work planned by L. MeGee on thke old pat~
ented plecer cleims of Mr. Girdwood wes not undertsken, as that program
hinged upon acquiring the Erickson Placsrs immediately downsiream from
the Girdwood ground for which ean sgreement satisfactory to all concernsd
could not be mads. .

Mils 49, Dahl Placer Property. An hour and a half was spent
with L, McGoe, who recently bought the property from Oscar Dahl. Thers
are 24 placer claims in tiis holding, Mr. McGee has built 4 cabins near
the hiwsy for crew gquarters, with a large shop being constructed. Pipe~
lines to large exteut have been repalred end/or rebuili, with some work-
ing 1ines plenned to be laid before seasons end,

wide

A large part of the 400 to 700 foot, lert limlt bench has been
stripped of overburden in preparation for mlning, on the theory thet Can-
yon creeks old channel at one time traversed this area. YRims! along the
present Cangon cresk stream bed together with bedrock codntours as exposed
in past placer operstions in this ares indicate that to be a definite poe-
8ibility, A ditch, 1500 to 2000 feet in length,has been dudlt from end of
the French Oreek pipeline, paralleling and on creek side of hiway. The
ditch dischmrges in a stomage reservoir, which 1s planned to hold sufficient
water supply for an 8 out of 24 hour ground sluicing operation.

A 32 ineh sluice box, 40 feet in length, mounted on log skids,
lined with 14 guage steel plate and with rall rifflss, has been built. It
is planned to set the slulce on & steep grade (12"/12' ?) and ground mliuce
into 1it. Plan to drill the ground wa=s discserded in favor of testing with
g8 ground sluieing set~up, which the owner believen will permit a felrer
test of values through dbulk sempling., The ground probebly ranges from 30
to 40 fest in depth off'shingly" gravel with no appreciable amount of lergs
boulders visible in old workings. With abundant water avallable thiz method
of testing should be very cheap. Hovever, it is generally believed that
ground slulcing resulte in losing a large percentage of gold.

Surface indicetions elsc suggest an 0ld chennel of Canyon and/or
Mills oreeks to be on the right limit side of Canyon creeks present enirench—
ed stream bed. Mr. McGee plans to tast that ares as well.
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Itinerary Report
Sept. 12 to 13, 1956.

Mr. McGee reported thav he had bought the old St. Louls Mining
Company pipeline (Resurrection Creek, Hope arce) recently and was hauling
some of 1t to the Dahl yproperty in September, with balance to be plcikod up
next ysar, (Pictures of the Dahl property area are attached).

Two men were employed at time of visit, with the crsw varying
uwp to 5. Wage rates were said to be $1.38 for labor and $1.50 per hour for
tractor operators, with the men boarding thempelves.

Millg Creek. Louls Shell holds 5 placer claius on this streanm,
which flowe into Canyon creek about 3 to % mile ébove McGeols camp. Mr,
Shell was not coniected, but Mr, McGee asdvised that Mr. Shedl had speat
the season in effort %o build a tractor road to upper end of his Mille
creek ground without puccess, being handicapped with small tractor, steed
slopes, and soft ground. Two or three men were reported to havs been work-
ing with Mr, Shell part of the season; no mining was dons by then.

Several oldtimers have advised tnat Mills crasek has been the
principal placer producer of the region. Reputedly quoting Louis Shell -
who 18 sald to have spent most of his life in that aresa - as thelr auth—
ority, they believe Mills creek has produced Yclose to a nillion dollars”,
Howsver, no ewidence has been seen in government pubdblications that would
indicate the total gold production of Kenai Peninsula totalled that wmuch.

Mile 424, Pred HéntarGold Quartiz Property (Formerly the Bob
Hatcher property, who transfersd the property to the United Gold Minlug
and Devslopment Company, which he organized). Located on Slate creek.

The lower camp - at millsite — was reached at 5 PM. A 25 minute
hike from the hiway (a distance estimated at slightly less than 1 mile),
e tractor roed was dbullt for this distance the pmst mumner, which is pessadle
with 4 wheel drive trucks.

It was learhed on arrival that plans to clear portals of old caxed
0dits had not been done as miner hired for that purpose had become ill few
days after his arrival and returned home, and examination of the old workings
could not be made,

Remaining overnight the 18 to 25 ton mill was looked over the
next morning. The mill building wee in poor state of repalr. Foundations
of bullding and equipment have settled, and rll equipmeant will roquire new
foundations and realignment. The mins to mill tram line will rsquire new
towers; all cables mppear to be in good condition.

In discussing higtory of the property Mr., Hinton stated original
discovery wes made around 1905 (?), with higrade "float! traced to outcraop
near ridge crast on left limit (eest side) of the steep narrow "V! shaped
gulch of Slate creek, Followlng a ysar or two of trenching end driving an
adit, it was said to have been optioned in 1906 or 1907 Stone & Webster who
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were then contractors for construction of the Alapka Northern Railway out of
Seward. That winter they drove an edit 400 to 500 in length about haliwey down
Slate crecks left limit slope, and abandoned thelr option on falling to find
any ore.

Following that work snother adit was driveu by othars for couplse
hundred feet, located an estimated 200 below the one last noted.

Durp of another adit was noted an estimated 20 to 30 feet above
Slate creek on right limit slope (west side). Its length is not known dut
the small dwip indicates it iy less than a 100 feet. Thiu is located an estimi
mated 800 to 1000 upstreem from the will. It seesuns obvious this working also
failed to find cre.

Total footege of underground work is not xnown by Mr, Henton,
With the quartz velns and stringers carrying gold values in this district
gpparently closely associated (and presumably structurely related) with the
Gilpatrick Dike,it is considered likely that future work here as well as
elsewhere along this dike, holds little expectation of finding other than the
Bwall erratically rich orsshoots similar to those found in the past.

Mb. Henton reports that $42,000 was produced by the companyls
lest season of operation in 1941, vwhich was sald to have had an average
value of around $80.00 per ton. He bought the property in at public suction
in 1946, end has held the property eince then through performance of annual
assesament work on the 3 claius.

. Examination of the property will be delayed until euch time as
the old workings are cleahed out.

A grab saxpls was teken of the few pounds of ore left in the mill
ore bdln, but sample has not bheen run to date.

During course of field tripe effort is wade to assemble “oldtimerd'
impressions and knowledge of ¢ld propertiss in their districtg or their
professed knowledge of orospects in other regions. It is well established
thatmerit and importance”of old prospects increase with age. Their observa—
tions, however, are worth noting for occassicnally somas of their observa—
tions may be of resl interest and value in future examination of the pros-
pects.,

ad

Pred Henton mention the old Sater gold—~quartz property, locabed
wp Colarado cresk (or Freeno creek?), which he reportsd had recently been
relocated by & Seward man, This showing is said to carry high eilver values
(up to $100.00?), but he was not clear as to widtbs or exact location.

Mr. Henton mentioned that a George Lindsay had relocated the
the o0ld Oracles gold—quartz property, end been working it the past sesson
with one man buf he understood Lindeay was in town for a week or 80. This
property ls loceted on Summit creek, about 1 mile off the hiway and access—
ible by car over a fair road to the small mill.
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Mr., Henton recalled that in the sarly deys of ths district¢ numer-
ous arrestrals had been built on verious gold-quartz propertiss, including
one on Slate creek{still visible 400 to 500 feet from his cabia et Mile 42%),
two on Summit creck, and one on Colorado creek.

September 13, 1956. Returning to the Hiway shortly after noon,
two hours wam spent in the Seward Mining Recorders office frowm 3 to 5 PM.

The records were gons over in the U, 5. Commissioners office. L%
was found that only 1Q Proofs of Labor had been filed on propertiss so far
this year. Cownissioner Margit Bdwards noted that in addition to those, Henry
Cuffel and a Mr. In Ford had advised he of their intention to do the work and
that they had been delayed in getting tractor equipment into the fradioective!
claim group by breakdowns and the heavy snowdrifts remaining in the Tunnsl
arsea, No new claim locations were sald to have been made in the Seward Pre~
cinet thisg year,

September l&, 1956. Effort was mede to visit the Crown Poiht gold-
quartz properyy. Leaving the hiway at Milae 25% (Crown Point railwsy siding)
at 9 AM the 5% to 6 mile hike required U hours over the steep tractor and
Jeep road to 4000 foot elevatlion at base of cliff below the mine portal and
camp. Unable to attract attention of the operators dvue to noise of diesel
and compressor plant duriag a half hour paeriod return was wade to the Hiway
at D430 PM, Views of ares are atteched.

This oroperty, known a8 the Dryer properby and slso the Crown (.=
Point, is belng worked under lemse agreement from John Dryer by five men -
Pat Bogan, Richard Bogard, Gus Haneon, George Massoz, and Albert Toffelmire.
It has been reported that the pertners are mining grourd averaging around
$400,00 per Son in gold with o very small emount of the ore having three or
four times that value, but this report has not bsen verified. Vith poor re-
covery made in a small™¥} the mine they have been shipping the ore in barrels
to the Tacona smelter this gsason. The Ffather of Richard Bogard advised the
partners objective was to ship 200 tcns this ssseyon ol whlch 3 carloads were
shipped prior to September 15th (an eatimnated 120 to 150 tons).

Anson Gouldsberry, ownsr of the East Crown Polnt gold—quartz
property on the opposite side of the glacial cirque valley from the John
Dryer property, was reported Lo have been working his property the past
seagon alone. These workings were not visited as Mr, Gouldsberry was not
on the ground at time of vieit.

Driving back up the Hiway to Mile 54 the evening of Sept., 1lbth
the night was spent with prospsctor Wm. Johnson, whose cebin is located on
the bench above the road and reached by about 1200 feet of good trail.

September 15th, 1956. From Mr., Jonnson's cadbin, at elevation 1230
(which is 210 feet above the hiway at Mile 54) 1t 1s about 2 miles by very
good trail to his showings at the 3160 elevetion on "Faulted Ridge Mountain!.
The trail up the mountain was bullt with an averaga 15% grade.

Mr. Johnson's work to date has been linmited to numerous tssenches
cross~cutting aralumped’ vein on the stesp slope for about 40O feet along

L



Itinerary Report
Sept. 12 to 15, 1956

its apparent estrike, At no place in the numerouws trernches had the quartz vein
been exposed in place. The droken, rusty quartz lies as a “blanket" parallel-
ing the mouatain glope from 2 %0 3 feet below the surface. 1t is coversa by

g Yghingly' slate or argillite with sevaral inches of soil supporting & short
grass and thin moss growth, The sluiped , dbroken vein as exposed in the trench
~es lies bstween tne 3160 to 3190 contours; the vein vher found in place will
probable have a strike within the limits of N65 to 80VW and a fairly steep
nortaerly dip into the mountain.

With strike of the formation (graywacke andargillite) belng N1OW
and dip 50 to 55W ia this vicinity, the unexposed veln is doubtless a fissure
filling. The “slumped vein' in the varlous trenches has & thickness of & to 24
inches. Sampling tais moterial as well as panaing Mr, Johason states it
carries nil to $30.00, with an average value (?) of $20.00 to $25.00 per ton,
It ig this material which he plans to feddthe one ton Straub ball mill and
recover the gold on an amalgamation plate, which he has set up nearby.

Three sampleg wsre taken of the "slumped” vein quartz, and while
agsay results have not been received a very dix view is taksn of Mr. Johnson
naking a living on this type of an operatlion. Samples panned while there
slhiowed no values.

On the way up to Johnsons showings the old ditch which picked up
stream flows from Pass and Frenchy creeks was crossed about halfway across
this wide bench area at the 1480 foot slevation. This ditch (still in good
condition where observed) i said to bs 3 miles or more in length and devel-
oped water for hydraulicking in the Canyon creck forks area many years ago.

From point on the trail at the 1620 foot elevation the 0ld Wiebvel
Placer camp buildings ere plainly visible across the valley an right limi¢ of
Canyon creek. Compass bearing to that polnt ie S61F (irue bearing). That camp
wag dbullty in 1915. Located on a knoll along rim of Canyon creek, an estimated
150¥above the entrenched stream bed, the camp ix situated 500 to 600 fest
from foot of mountain slope. An old channel of Canyon creek 18 located in
the dpression between the camp and base of mountain slope. That channel ex—
tends upstream an eatimated 600 to 700 feet to point whers it is cut by the
pregentl course of Canyon creek, and continusy downstream an undetermined
distance (probably a mile or mors)., Dr. Wiebel is reported (by Mr., Jchnson)
to have conducted a hydraulic operation on thst old channel for several
years with discoureging results. The o0ld ditch and pipelines are still vig-
ible along the lower uwountain slope.

Mr, Johnson reported that tne old channel on the Wiebel oroperty
wss drilled in 1938, under supervision of an englneser by name of Jonas. The
drilling was done by a man named Bdwards. Depth of channel ig said to be 90
fest, with®good values® reported on bedrock. Number of holes drilled was not
determlned. It would seem obvious that average values from surface to bed-
roex were too low grade to be of interest.

At mo#tt westerly point on longest switchback of Mr, Johnsons
trail, at sbout slevation 2600 which looks down into lower end of Frenchy
creek!s narrow gulch section, 1t was polnted out where o0ld time prospector
Jim Robinson many years sgo found some hi-grade gold~quartz "flomt! on slope
of that creeks right limits, Old cuts are still visidble which were put in
by Robinson in effort to find the "float'!s' source, which were uasuccessful,
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The Gilpatrick dike cutas through the erea and is sald to have been exposed in
that viztnlty by Robinsons work. The dike is said to be "ribboned” with numer-
ous quartz stringers in that vicinity. Mr. Joansoan reports he also has mede
the effort and spent considerabls time trying to locate the source of hi-
grade “float" found by Robinson without success. He states, however, that in
panning the talus and residual material on that slope he usually obtained a
few colors in nearly every pan. That ground has never been restarxed since

Mr, Robinsons death many years ago,

The Gilpatrick dike - traceable for 10 VYo 12 miles at intervals -
18 a persistent structure, and is- the’‘one with which all gold-quartz occur-
rences in the district on west side of the hiway arce associated. To date, 1t
has notbeen foundwin vicinity of the oune claim upon which Mr. Jonnson has
been workingiand hes held for 10 years or more{on Faulted Ridge Mountzin).

Mr. Johnson, who hai orospected in that district for 20 yeers,
wag questioned regardiag othef 9roperties in trhis reglon, and commented on
the following:~

Oracle Mine. This 0ld property is located on south side of Summit oreek,
about one mile from hiway at Mile 434, It was relocatsd in the 1930's by
Georgs Lindsay,

During the mid-30's it was under control of ¥W, E, Dunkle for &
few years, during which period and adit was driven (or extended?) 800 feet.
The prowrby reverted to Mr, Lindsay when it was dropped by Mr. Dunkle.
Prior to World Wer 2, a production of $35,000, $15,000, and $15,000 was
mads in thelr small will, dutbt it was not lesrnsd by whom or whether that
production was nade in one or several yesrs.

In the early '40s Mr, Lindsay 1s reported to have suspended op-
erationg due to lack of tinber availlable for taking care of the bad ground
encountered, and nothing was done uwpon the property (except for assessment
vwork when that was again required) for 10 years, the owner acquiring a saw-
mill in the Moose Pass area and opsrating it continuously during that per—
iod of lumber shortage in the dilstrict,

During the past year Mr. Lindsay has been working the property
ngain with one miner, and running the mill one shift a day.

Cape and Sanda Property. This olda prospect, held by Frank Case and Chas.
Sands Tor years, 1s now owned by Chuck Flynn of Seward. It ie located on
North aide of Summit creek, ebout one mile from the Oraclse. There is a cab-
in on the property. Mr. Case built and operated an arrastre for & while msny
years ago, andwas located along Swumlt creesk.

Dan McMillén Property. This old property is located on hiway wside of mountain
on south side of Slate creek within a halr wmile of the Hiway near Mils uz%,
and he bullt and operated an arrastra for a short period; remaing of the lat-
ter are said to be still pwmxi®kx evident.

' ~6~



Itinerery Report
Sept. 12 to 15, 1956

Mr, McMillan was one of 5 wen who were killed 1in the Lynx crsck
snowslide in the late 30's. Since then the property has remained open for
location,

Quarrelli Prospect. This old low grade golé—quariz propsrty iy located on
Donaldson creek., Located in the early 1900's by Mr. Quarrelli development
work was limited to surface trenching, Held by nim for iany years , no one
has been interested in it sufficiently to relocate it since his death 25 to
30 years ago.

Mile 16. Mr. Johnson mentioned an o0ld gold-quartz property at Mile 15 or 16
on the Alaska Railroad. A Tramline waa built from ths mine to the old Alasxa
Northern Railway siding and en unknown tonnage was shipped to & smelier in
the stntea. The properiy has been abanddned for meny years.

Pass Creek Az—Pb Prospect. This orospect was discovered by Al Peel (now 87)
and a partner by name of Iverson in the early 1900's, and held by bthem for
number of years, It 1s described as being in area north of Fresno creek and
gouth of Pass creek. Work done upon it 1s sald to have been limited to sur—
face trenching. Total yalues in silver and lead are said to agverage &7.50
per ton. This probably same prospect Frsd Henton meniioned as having values
up to $100/in silver (in picked samples), Widths or sextent of these showings
are not known, The property has been absndoned for many yesars.

Bear Creck Ag—Pb Prospect. A Ybig stringer' of silver and lead is sald
to occur on Bear creek in tha Hope district. No inforumation was obtained
from Mr. Johnson regarding values, widths or lateral extent. The Clark
Brothers are said to be familiar with the occurrence; they live at Hope.
Dallas Newall (8penard) is reported to have looked at it, and advised
Johnson it was 4 feet wide. No work has been done upon it.

Hershey & Sweinan Groups. The two gold~quasrtz properties are now held by
Homer Bow, who acquired them from Mrs, Swetwman, Mr, Bow 38 now & union offic-
irl and has had llttle time to devois to those two projects. These two

claim groups are located ngar head of Palmer cresk in the Hope district.

Cub Creek Au—qgtz Prospect. ¥Docl Nearhouse, merchant at Eope, iz reported
to have el'promlsing" gold-quartz proapect on Cub creek in the Hope district.
Is saving it "for the rainy day'. Preswnably hss not been doing much if any
work upon it, end it seems a question as to whether he has it located, as I
have not run across Proof of Labor Notices in the Seward Redorders office.

Leaving Bill Johnsons place at Mile 54 at 5115 PM I returned to
Anchorage at 7145 PM eveniung of Septomber 15, 1956.

Respectfully subrnitted,
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SNV Martin W. Jagper
Territorial Hining Engineer
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