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The Prince '/;illim Sound D i s t r i c t .  
Valdez Precinct .  

May 1925. 

The Prince W i l l i a m  Sound Region May roughly be divided 
i n t o  two d i s t r i c t s ,  That,containing the low grade copper orebodies and 
tho  on* center ing a t  Valciez which contgins the f r e e  mill ing gold quartz 

f f i o s u r e ~ .  ," 
The copper d i s t r i c t  centera atJfit,;uche where t he  only 

! one of these  crrebodiee i s  being worked a t  t h e y z e n t  ti&. I n t e r e s t  
I 

" \Lin these  l a w  grade copper deposits  is p r ~ i c t i c a l l y  n i l  a t  the present  @ 4 1  
time and nothing is oaing done with them. A b  q4 
t. H4G'  

! The Dickey propertg a t  Rua on which a good d?tLl of 
clevelopment work h a  been done i n  the past year i a  i d l e  st thie time. b The machinery from t h e  Aleske  Reynolds property has been f i  g.-r;- a9 1 
strippeu and uold phice meal t o  who ever would buy it. 

Doubtless  these deposi tes  will become value-ble i n  the 
fu tu re  but a t  the preeent time t h e  market w i l l  not utand t h e  cos t  ~f 

, t h e i r  exp lo i t s t i on ,  therefore the reason for t h e h  lack  of d e v e l o p  
ment i . 0  obvious. 

.,c' 

Y'u .L  ','" 
In the  gold regior, things look more promising. A t  Valctez , d X  - 'a 

\% ' a t h e  F q s y  , Ft~tner f_~& Mine f s producing s t e ad i l y  i n  a small nay. V - 
Some i n t e r e s t  i s  being enown i n  o t h e r  o f  the  quutrz veins near by and 
the r e  seewa a p o o a i b i l i t y  of  t h i s  d i ~ t r i c t  becoming once more a reg- 

ion o f  amall, regular, producers. .;? gC 
Tne jagmY~gxx Thomaa Culrosu Mine has a small f o r c e  ~t workflr-  

b 
,$ '.* \ 

and a t e a t  ~ ~ h i p m c n t  of f i f w e e n  sent  t o  the Taccma Smelter. 
? (; 

'\U M O V  
Tnere a r e  rettred of both the Cliff and the Granite Mines 

, , resuming operations but  &tiling def ine te  oduid be learned xri-tLie short 
r -  space o f  t i u s  t h a t  I wae i n  Valdsz. 



The Prince :':;i fim S::urki~ I)in'trict. 
Vnldez Precinct. 

MRY 1323. 

< 
:'he Prince 'PILl1it-a Sound Regialt Usy roughly bet devitiad 

into two diet,riets .  That contnining the :low grnde copper orebodten m d  
the one c a ~ ~ t e r i n g  at '6raldez which corithilzr; the rose milling gold quartz 
f ienures. 

ma coFper d i s t r i c t  center8 fit LRt uche where the only 
one o f  theee orebodies i s  poirig workaa h.t the: present ti&. I n t e r s e t  
ii? trleoe 3.0::. grsdo ccpper ueponite i s  pr?.ct;c:::iy rrii a t  tho p r e ~ e n t  
tine n ~ l d  nothing is being dons with tnem. 

Tile Dickey pra!?srtr a t  Rua Cove on wiiich !i good de 1 of' 
uevelo~xnent work hrls been done in the p i a t  poHr i a  idle ~t a i a  ti.rae. 

The unchinery from the AlEtak~ Reynoldn property h ~ s  k o n  
at r ippea  and enid pl ice  rne~;l ta who ever  wouid b y  it. 

Uoubt l eaa  Lheee ciepo~itep.  rill bucome trciluable in the 
fu tu r t l  buz, ::"the praaen.. t ihe  ti-ie ~;ir,:et, m i l i  . , c ; t  otr:nd the c o s t  of 

, tii;.ir exp*oit:~liori, tnerefors tile raefiorl for there lack  of develop- 
ment l a  obvioue.  

I 1 1  the gold ragion things ~ o o ~ r  rnoru ~roraizirig. A t  Valuer: 
tnc, Rlutaey - Hutherford fGlne l a  producing s t e a d i i y  Fn k e n ~ l l  wsrtry. 

Some iritctre~t is being s h o w  i n  atmr of t h e  :~rrat;.z aeina nefir by and 
t ne re  bsems ,. p s o i b i l i t y  of this ~ L R ~ P I c ~  becoming once mote n reg- 

l o  , ciY ~ i n i . 1 1  r egu in r  ;- rnducers. 
Tnt; knussgxx Tacsmxc3 Cul rose  Kine rr1.s r m a l l  force :-.t work 

a h  - t e s t  o n l p c n t  of f i f t y  tQne n r c  osan sent t o  tne  4'ttci;mr. Smelter. 
Tuero t re rcunlese of bntli t h e  Cliff snd t,&le Ori.rif t e  L:ine@ 

~ ' B R  &Cling o ~ e r o t l o n e  but not,l~ing def in>-le could us learned i i l  tilt! B I ~ O  st 
E ; - c ~  CP time t r ~ s t  I wBa i n  VtiLciez. ' 



U N l T E D  STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

The Valdcz ?!ining P r e c i n c t .  
1925, 

9y J. G .  Shepard. 

The Valdez Xinine  p r e c i n c t  may roughly be d i v -  
i ded  i n t o  t r o  d i s t r i c t s .  The g o l d  b e a r i n g  country  which 
i n c l u d e s  t h e  mountainous shore, 1 j.ne of Pr ince  Will iax Sou- 
nd and t h e  copper b e a r i n g  coun t ry ,  i nc lud ing  the  i s l ands  
3n3 sou thwes te r2  shore  l i n e  of p r i n c e  T i i S i s ~  Sound. 3ne 

I excep t ion  of  t h i s  gene ra l  c i a s s i f ' i c a . t i o n  i~ t h e  copper da- 
p o s i t  of t h e  Yidas Yine, s i t a t e d  on S o l o ~ ~ n  G u i c ~ ,  i n  t h e  

\r .. p o r t  Va:ldez r eg ion ,  A d e t ~ i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t n e  p r o ~ p e c t s  
\, and mines may be found i n  ;!inera1 aesource$ c' A l a s k a ,  1914. 

: i' , 
k 

During t h e  y e a r  1925, bu t  l i t t l e  mining a c t i v -  
i t y  was i n  p rog re s s  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  go id  o r  copper zones.  

I 

', , 
.\ 

<. 'x The Reatgon Yine on ~ ~ a t o u c h e  Island was t h e  " only  producer  of c o p p e r ,  Tne Dickey r;roFlert2:, a t  Rua Cove 
iL . on K n i g n t ~  I s l an5 ,d id  on ly  assessment  work. On Bxainbr idze  

i-u, Demonic V i e t t i ,  extended an  a d i t  tunnel; i n  an 3 4  a t t o g t  t o  under cu t  $he orcbody of t h e  K ~ o d e  n r o n e r t y .  ~ h e 4 5 # .  
out look  f o r  t h e  r eauq t ion  of copper d e v e ~ o ~ m e n t  i n  t h i a  

'-L A i ~ t r i c t  i s  n o t  p romis ing .  

I n t e r e ~ t  i n  g o l d  m i n i ~ l r  - was s l i 2n t l . y  4 more pro- 
ncunced,  Considerable ~ r o s p e c t i n g  was done, An a r r a s  tra 
was i n  o ~ e r a t i o n  et s s m s l l  qu~rtz ~ r o e ~ e z t  s i t u a t e d  on 
t h ?  sho re  of  Harrirnan F i o r d .  Sn ip ing  was done on 2 q u z r t z  
v e i n ,  six mile;: f r o %  t i d e v s t e r ,  on Ghour. : . izc ier .  An s t t em-  
~t mas mede t o  g e t  t h e  G r s n i t e  and 3 l i f f  mines ih shape 
f o r  ~ e ~ u m i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  A little vcrk wao done on s o r e  of 
t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  of t h e  ?< inera1  c reek  s e c t i o n .  The p r o p e r t y  

x 'A4~b*$ -7  - -,cf t n e  U_aLdea G o l d  Co.  wss cxarr i led  by 2n engineer, f o r  th&' 
TreadwelL-Yilkon Xining Go, The ~arr.e, ell-Futile rf ord :Line wze 
o r e r ~ t e 3  by l e a s o r s .  A t e s t  s h i p r e n t  of 50 t o n e  was made 
t o  t h e  Tacome S m e l t e r  by t h e  Thomas ~ u i r o ~ s M i n i n g  So .  

h ~ p r o x i m a t e i y  f 7200 .173 i n  b u l l i n  w s ~  prG- 
ci.ueed i n  t n e  d i f i t r i c t  durjn~tne y e r r .  The out look i s  fatr- 
o r s b l e  f o r  some o f  the p r o p e r t i e s  of  t h j s  d i s t r i c t  t c  be- 
c o r e  srrel!., but stJeady ~ s o d u c e r e .  



'PBE VALDEZ kENITG DISTRICT 

Ihxrirg 1926 mining ~ I L  the Va;Ld.ez d i s t r i c t  was confined t o  
very limited operzatims, with the exception of the Beatson Copper 
C ompaqy a t  Ia-bourshe . 

In the Par t  Wells d i s t r i c t  three properties m r a  under develop-, 
ment . R. J. $femil, with t w o  men nlping, cornplated a raise connecting $2,~ $ i; 

I 
the old s h f t  workings with the adit level  a t  the old Brook-Eaton mine. I 

The Alaska Glaciers Nines Company had a crow of  8 men employed in the 
operation of the Free Gold property-, Bert Carifey, owner of the granite - J . , , ,  maintained a c r e w  of 4 men who ins ta l led  a pole l i n e  system from 
the mine t o  Harriaen Lagoon in  preparation for  the instal lat ion of 
hydro-electric power. :Mr. C-ey expects t o  hnve the mine i n  operation 
on t h i s  power by July 1927, No work was done a t  the mine during 1926 
but the owner repmts  that, 50,000 of ore of a commercial grade has bean 
blocked out mi t ing  fo r  the instal lat ion of cheaper power, it being 
deemed inadvisable to  mill th is  ore with the expensive gasoline power 
of former omershtp. 

1 

1 7 . ) "  
~t the ~ o m a s - ~ u l r o s s  2-5C- mine a few feet  of assessment work $ 2 ~ ~ ~ '  

/ , was done but no ore was exposed despite press notices t o  that  effect. 
. (.F . wY : 

1 ,  
a+;, $9 

A t  Hogg Bay, BaiTIbridge Is~BTL~, ussesment work w-as done by qs 
1)omimkk Vie t t i  on the woo Fly group. Work t o  date embraces 410 feet 
of X-cut tunnel anrl considerable surface trenching. Abmt 50 feet of 
'nuuLe1 remains t o  be driven before the orebody w i l l  be reached, 

K 6,. sg The Beatson mine o f  t h e  Iiennecott Copper Company  at Latmchcj qS 
operated a t  fill capacity thrwkou.t t h e  year. The developmer~t work for 
the new l i f t  from the 300 t o  the 200 foot level i s  about one-f&h 
completed. Ore reserves show a mine l i f e  of about 4 years. 

k complete and careful sampling was made of the Dickey 
at &EL Cove 'by the Kemcot.t C o ,  

No other work besides assessment was done a t  arty of the copper 
prospects o f  the d i s t r i c t .  .6 

$.k .4b 
" 1 

, 4, , The U b s  m i n e  on Soloman gulch has been defini tely abandoned 
. % - by the Granby C o q a r ~ ~  and all movable equipment is for  sale. 

. hi . \ -  , 
i 
'. ! 



The Cameron and Johnson group was surveyed fo r  patent a s  
was a lso  the Sealey-Davis grocmd. No mine work o f  any kind except 
assessment work was done on tAe prospects adjacent t o  Shoup Glacier, 

The Cliff misze vihi~h via% nuder option t o  Lenehan &nd associates 
! m e  wt operated, and the o p t i o n  erpired during ehe m r .  Lenehan " 

and associates immedliately bought the lease on the Ramsey Rutherford 
mine and star ted packing supplies t o  the pro-prty, i t  being planned t o  

- , start work at the mine about ;Tmmrg 1. No work was done a€  the BaLdez 
m i n e  &ming the season. 

/ * 4 /i 
- 9  i 
( \  

On llti.xu3ral. Creek, l i t t l e  was hone except assessment work. A f+* 
( small  riraouYzt of tunnel was driven by the L i t t l e  C i a &  BEnhg Company, 

mrk being suspended early in the summer. A local cornpay  mown as the 
, !'- Ethel Zfhing Corn- was organized and 3 cons of supplies transported 

t o  the prospec.t which it i s  aimed t o  develop, This prospect was origi-  
\ nally 1-oca-ted by the ~eenl ien  Ilros. and l a t e r  hmm as the W i l l i a m s  and. 

Gentzler prospect. lkntion i s  made of  the property i n  1iTin.e.ral Resources 
o f  Alaska, 1914, U, S .  G .  S. Bulletin 642. It i s  h tended by the n e w  
company t o  drive several hmched fee t  of tunnel. 

On the whole, the  Valdes d i s t r i c t  has been in a more o r  less 
dormarnti condition -throughout the year. 


