
March 27, 1964 

To : James A .  W i l l i a n s ,  Director of the  Div:ision of Mines and Minerals 

From : Aldon E. Gooch, Assayer 

Subject : Field  t r i p  t o  the  Dry Pass and Shakan molybdenum deposits ,  
March 1 through ~Yarch 5, 1964. 

On March 1, 1964, M r .  Bud Hawkins of K e t c h i h  ca l l ed  the  wri ter  and suggested 
a t r i g  t o  the  Dry Pass axea i n  order t o  fami. l iarize the  Division of Mines 
with Mr. Hawkins and associa tes  mineral i n t e r e s t s .  

Much -- 1: Ketchikan t o  Dry Pass v i a  p r iva te  a i r c r a f t .  Inspection of main 
prospect and trenching. 

On the  afternoon of the 1st) the  main prospect and trench was v i s i t ed .  The 
prospect a rea  i s  read i ly  accessable, laying about 100 yards i n  from, the  beach 
a t  high t i d e ,  The topography is moderate i n  the  immedic~te area, ground slope 
not exceeding 20'. :&. Angus L i l l i e  has been working i n  the  area,  and has & ,\I ' 
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opened a trench about 60 f e e t  long extending, apparently, d i r e c t l y  acroso 
the mineralized area.  Mineralization i s  exposed t he  e n t i r e  length of t he  
trench, although the  end8 appear t o  be r i che r  t h  t h e  center .  The molybdenum 
appears t o  occur i n  a gentle "V", the  trough grading i n t o  a d i f f e r e b t  and 
r e l a t i ve ly  barren rock type. The area is i n su f f i c i en t l y  exposed t o  determine 
whether o r  not t h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  a l o c a l  cond.ition. In addt t ion t o  the t rench 
described, Mr. L i l l i e  hsu uncovered adjacent w a J l  rock a t  e i t h e r  end of the  
trench,  and bed rock up and down s t rean.  Country rock :Ln the a rea  has been 
previously described a s  a d i o r i t e .  

March 2: Visi ted Shakan tunnel  and large  f l o a t  boulder. --- 
, A /  33  

I 
During the  morning the  Shalran tunnel  was v i s i t ed .  This i e  approximately is" 
an hours walk up the  creek from Shahan S t r a i t  t o  t he  700 f oo t  l eve l .  &cepe 
f o r  an area  along the beach 300 .to 400 yards deep arid adjacent  t o  t he  creek 
mouth, the topography i n  the  a rea  is very steep. At tho time of development 

the  tunnel  w s s  served by a tram. A t  present  the  tunnel  is  scceeaable by 
foo t  t rai l .  Slope of the ground along the  trail. ranges t o  +45*. Any transportation 
of equipment t o  the  tunnel  would require a hel icopter  o r  expensive road, work. 

M r .  L i l l i e  showed t he  wr i t e r  b r i e f l y  through t he  tunnel ,  Development consis ts  
of a s ingle  a d i t  about 600 f e e t  long. Timber s e t s  e x i s t  at  the  mouth, but  
sc?rve only t o  keep the  entrance open. No timber is  used underground, and 
the  tunnel i s  f r e e  of loose rock. No extensive a c t i v i t y  has been ca r r i ed  on 



uince 1943. This property i s  described i n  a USGS report  by G. D o  Robinson 
released i n  1944. This i s  u mimeographed report ,  and u copy i s  on f i l e  i n  
t he  k t c h i k a n  of f ice  of t h i s  Division. 

The property waa inspected f o r  usable machinery or  other equipment a t  the 
request of Mr. Flawkine. No equipment of value was noted, and a l e t t e r  t o  
t h i s  e f f ec t  has been sent  t o  M r .  Hawkins, 

On tlie afternoon of the  2nd, a Large piece of mineralized f l o a t  rock w a s  
vis i t ed .  This boulder is about t en  f e e t  through, and su l f ide  lnineralization 
is evident. 

March 3: Examined country rock adjacent t o  main prospect; and v i s i t ed  
miscellaneous outrcrops along El  Capitan Paasage t o  the  eas t .  
A moderate snowfall. the  previous night l e f t  two t o  three  inches 
of snow on t he  ground at sea  l eve l .  

On the  morning of the  3rd, Mr .  L i l l i e  uncovered country rock i n  t he  area of 
the  main prospect trench i n  several  locations.  Seven s m a l l  chip snmples were 
taken and will be subsequently reported. A l l  f r e sh  rock exposed di$sAiorite 
o r  granodiori te.  

Ihr ing the  afternoon, a br ie f  t r i p  was made eas t  along E l  Capitan Passage 
t;o a large  quartz outcrop. A considerable quant i ty  of apparently barren quartz 
is  present. In the  v i c in i t y  of t he   quart;^, across t he  pssaage, ex i s t s  an 
old mazb:Le or  limestone sawing m i l l .  Exact source of mater ia l  f o r  t h i a  mill 
is unknown, but the  machinezy i s  j u s t  above high t i d e  Line, so  the  rock w a ~  
probably barged from nearby quarrys. The old equipment and machinery present 
is of scrap .value only. 

March 4: Visited and inspected Shakan tunnel and v ic in i ty .  --- & ' l l  -33  
During the  morning, the  area n e w  the  Shakan tunnel was looked at. The 
outcrop of the  Shakan mine has been t raced f o r  a length of about 800 f e e t  
d o n g  the  surface from the  nlouth of the  a d i t .  This was acc~mplished with 
a, s e ~ a i e n  of small open cutu. M r .  L i l l i e  and t he  wri ter  followed these 
exposure8 from the  a d i t  f o r  a distance of about 200 f ee t .  Ground cover and 
snow were t o  heavy f o r  e f fec t ive ly  continuling t h i s  work, but  the  presence 
of the exposures t o  this point  was ver i f ied.  The vein width appears t o  be 
subs.l;antially the  same as  underground. 

I:n the  afternoon the  S h k a n  tunnel was inspected. Five small chip samples 
were taken and w i l l  be reported subsequently. The tunnel is Level and generally 
of good s ize .  It i s  i n  good condition without t$mberz The rock types and 
ore minerals a r e  noted i n  previous reports .  The s m p l e s  taken a r e  not 
su f f i c i en t l y  representative t o  be uaed f o r  ore reserve calculations.  The 
tunnel w3a roughly mapped, but  t h i s  served only t o  substant ia te  an older  
report .  



Wcli  5: Tungsten prospect v i s i t ed ,  and re turn t o  K e t c h i h .  

I n  tlie morning, two outcropo, one of which was staked by M r .  L i l l i e  f o r  
tungsten, were v i s i t ed .  These are both at  about the  700 foot  l eve l  and a , ,l -b 3, 
20 t o  30 minute walk from t he  beach. They ex i s t  on a fiteep h i l l s i de ,  but 
Elre read:Sly accessable by foo t  trail .  M r .  L i l l i e  has found scheel i te ,  by 
pann:Lng and u l t ra -v io le t  l i g h t  examination, from one of t he  outrcrops. 
Two samples from this a rea  are  t o  be reported. 

Ihr ing t he  afternoon M r .  L i l l i e  showed the  wri ter  the  area t o  the  southwest, 
o r  uphiL1, of the  trenching, This area  i s  of moderate topography. 

M r .  L i l l i e s  boat was departed a t  5:40, and the  wr i te r  ar r ived i n  Ketchikan 
 EL^ 6:40 P. M. 




