
TERRITORY OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT O F  MINES 
COLLEGE. ALASKA 

TO : Leo H. Saa re l a ,  Gomiss ione r  ~f Ivlines, Juneau, Alaska 

ERCM: Robert  E. Saunders,  Assoc ia te  Mining tng inee r ,  College,  Alaska 

SUkJrC;T: I t i n e r a r y  Keport of Robert  Ii. Saunders, ~ s s o c i a t e  Mining Eqgineer ,  
f o r  t h e  Period September 7, 1951 t o  September 18, 1951. 

T h i s  t r i p  was made primarjl:  t o  examine a copper prospf-ct a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  cf 
M r .  R .  L. Kraut te r .  

September 7: Ey P a c i f i c  l ror thern A i r l i n e s  from Lqchorage t o  Kodiak. 

September 8: Fy Bob H a l l  A i r  Se rv i ce  from Kodiak t o  S i t k a l i d a k  I s l and .  

A t  S i t k a l i d a k  - I s l a n d  -.-. I met R. E. K r a u t t e r  and ;JLh C & i s t i ~ ~ . ~ g  of the  ---. ----- 
e p i n s u l a  Lxxxgloration Co. The two men opera te  a co ld  s t o r a g e  p l a n t  on 

\ s i t k d i % &  ~ I s l i i d ;  %hcr-buy f i s h  from t h e  l o c a l  fishermen, Peep t h c  f i s h  
f o r  a f e s  days u n t i l  a cannery t -nde r  comes t o  t n t  i s l a n d ,  an4 then  r e s c l l  ? t h e  f i s h  t o  t h e  cannery tender .  The i r  b u s i n t s s  ssms t o  be a major part 
of t h e  eccnomy of Cld Harbor and v i c i n i t y .  '. Septkmber 9: k t  Sitka1irfa.k I s l a n d  and 013 Harbor, Fodiak I s l a n d .  - 1 
R .  k. K r a ~ t t e r  an2 i ie ls  Chr i s t i ansen  found i t  necessary t o  make a t r i p  t o  
Cld Earbor t o  purchase su: p l i e s ,  sc I accompanied lhem. Me made t h e  t r i p  
a c r o s s  E i t ~ a l i d a k  S t r a i t s  (about  on€ an? one-half ~ L l e s )  i n  a s m a l l  i i shinp 
boat  owned ty Krautter  and Chr i s t i ansen .  Cld Harkor i s  a c o m i t y  of abcc t  
one huncl r~d  people; r o s t  cf them are Aleuts .  l ' h e r ~  i s  nc g a i n f u l  occcpat ion  
o t h e r  than f i s h i n g .  

;:e r e t u n e d  t o  S i tka l idak  I s l a n d  i n  t h e  evening. 

September 10: X t  S i t k a l i d a k  I s l and .  

We had p l a n e d  on t d t i n g  t h e  f i s h i n g  b o a t  through S i t k a l i d a k  S t r a i t s  and 
i n t o  firnee Bay on the  northwest  s i d e  of  S i t k a l i d a k  Is land ,  b u t  a s t r o n g  wind 
from t h e  south%dest t lowing through t h e  S t r a i t s  d t layed  our  t r i p .  

canner:- t ender ,  tte k a s i l o f  , arrive i and r c m a i n ~ d  moored a t  t h e  dock over- 
n i g h t  . 
Sept cmber 11: ~t Ei tka l idak  Is land .  



The %:in3 \<a: s t i l l  klcwing, t u t  t h e  Kas i lof ,  k-hich was l a r g e r  z rd  more sea-  
worthy than  K r a u t t e r l s  f i s h i n g  boa t ,  s a i l ~ d  f o r  Kodiak. R. L. K r a u t t e r  and 
I t i e d  a s k i f f  t o  t h e  s t e r n  of t h e  Kasi lof  and t r a v e l e d  on t h e  Kas i lof  t o  t h e  
northernslost po in t  o i  l and  on S i t k a l i d a k  I s l a r d .  :n t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  
i s l a n d ,  S i tkn l idak  S t r a i t s  was s h e l t e r - d  from the  southwest wind, and we 
werc a t l e  t o  row i n t c  h e e  Eay. 

Krau t t e r  and Chr i s t i ansen  had p rev ious ly  e s t ab l i shed  a  t e n t  camp near  t h e  
mouth of Jack Creek, which empties i n t o  the cove a t  t h e  wes t  s i d e  of t h e  
en t rance  t o  Amee Bay. I n  t h e  evening we v i s i t e d  t h e  copper outcrop  n e a r e s t  
t o  camp and re turned  t o  camp f o r  t h ~  n ight .  

The uppcr p a r t  of Jack Creek f lows along a con tac t ;  on t h e  l e f t  l i m i t  t he re  
a r e  grar i l ic  igneous rocks;  cn t h e  r i g h t ' l i m i t  they€ a r e  hard, f i ne -g ra ined  
sediments, probably a r g i l l i t e .  The copper s n m i n g s  a r e  s m a l l  f r a c t u r e s  
f i l l e d  w i t h  cha l copyr i t e  i n  t h e  sedimentary rocks. The p r o p e r t y  w i l l  b e  
descr ibed  i n  marc d e t a i l  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  repor t .  

September 12: A t  S i t k a l i d a k  I s l a n d .  

h We cxarAnc.4 outcrops i n  t h e  v a l l e y  ~f Jack Creek and i t s  t r i t u t a r i e s .  

\/ September 13: A t  SitkalidaE: I s l and .  

;r;e climbed t o  t h e  top  of' t h e  r i d g e  t h a t  l i e s  b e t t r ~ e n  h e e  Eay and t h e  
v a l l e y  of Jack Creek. After examining outcrops along t h e  r i d g e  top ,  we 
c i r c l e d  the  h tad  cf Jack Lreek and w a k e d  back to t h t  co ld  s t o r a g e  p l an t .  

t 1 September a: A t  S i t k a l i d a k  I s l a n d .  

I p l a rned  on r e tu rn ing  t o  Kodiak, b u t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  

September 15: 2 e t w n e d  t o  Kodiak v i a  Eob B a l l  Air Serv ice .  

September 16 : k t  1,;03iak. -;:eather n ro !~ lb i t ed  f k-ing. 

Septeaber  17: 3y F a c i f i c  Lor the rn  k i r l i n e s  from Eodiak t o  Anchcr a;.e. 

There are no producing n ines  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of E;oi!iak. The I!. S. Com- 
m i s s i o n e r ' s  r eco rd  shows t h a t  i n  lSh9 Fred S. YiLians s t aked  a group of 
p l a c e r  c laims i o r  pumice a t  Dakarak Bay- on the  Alaska Peninsula .  John 
Gibbons s taked  a  p l ace r  c l a im  f o r  go ld  on the o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  town of 
Ko2iak, b u t  t h e  Commissionr r s a i d  that ,  a  few p t o c l e  l i v i n g  i n  Kodiak had 
expressed  t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  l a n d  had. l e s s  value f o r  mining t h a n  it 
had f o r  o thc r  purposes. I t a l k e d  t o  john Gibbons, and he w a s  n o t  en- 
t h u s i a s t i c  zbout t h c  ross i !  i l i t y  of a ~ v e l c p i n g  a  o l a c e r  mine on t h e  claim. 
He thocght  someone in tended  t o  a p n r o p r i a t e  t he  l a ? ?  f o r  s u b d i v i s i o n  i n t o  
Lui ld ing  l o t s ,  and h ~ 1  s z i d  he +ELL?. t a k e  nc ac t ion  t o  prevent  them from 
d c i n ~  sc. Zie was, hcvever, q u i t e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
f i n s n g  a -?c?osit  if mica on E.odiak I s l and .  3- did i9.ot know zbout t h e  
s e r v i c e s  cff e r red  t c  p rospec to r s  k:- t h e  De?artrnent o i  Ixnes ,  s c  d t e r  re -  
t m n i n g  t: ; a i r t a n l ~ s  i n a i l €  2 him an ini ormztion c i r c u l a r .  



The only other  claims recorded recen t ly  a t  hodiak a r e  t h e  copper claims on 
Si tkal idak I s land  and a n ~ t h e r  group of claims staked by the  'eninsula Ex- 
p lo rz t ion  Go. a t  Agriaenia Eay on the Alaska Peninsula. 2. L. Krautter  
sent  s eve ra l  samples from Agripenia Bay t o  t he  College Assay Cf'f ice. A t  
the time of my visit he haC not received the  re tu rns  from those samples, 
but I found a f t e r  I returned t c  I a i r ~ a n k s  t h a t  they were very low grade. 
The seninsula  Lxploration Cc. has been formed by the  following men: 
Raymond k .  Krautter ,  Nels Christiansen, Lenry Nesseth, Robert von Scheele, 
Tom von Scheele, Alfred Torgrmscn, and Don Petacchi. The group plans 
t o  prospect on KoSak and adjacent i s l ands  and on t he  Alaska Peninsula. 

R. E .  Kraut.ter t o l d  me t h a t  coa l  has been found i n  four  places i n  the 
vic in i ty :  . 

(1) on t h e  beach on the northeast  s i de  of Ccean Bay, which 
i s  on t h e  e a s t  s ide  of ' i tkal idak Is land,  

( )  qn a point  cf' land between Rcl l inc  Bay and Black '& 
a t  t h e  south cn.l of' ~ i t k a l i l a k  Is land,  

- 
0 ( on the smthe 's t  s ide  rtf !'aru~rak Bav on Fiodiak Island,  and 

(L) on S i tk in& Is land off t h ~  soutlwest  end of KO IL ak Island. 

G. C .  I h r t l n ,  i n  C. S. G. S .  Bul le t in  542 on page 136, quotes an ~ a r l i e r  
U. S. C .  S. R e ~ o r t  (Bul le t in  259 by R. id. s tone)  5escribing a coa l  out- 
crop cn Si tk inak Is ladd:  "A number of coal  sew, one of which i s  s a id  
t c  be 10 t o  1 2  f t  th ick ,  stand v e r t i c a l l y  i n  E, d u f f  20 f t  high." The 
repor t  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  %he d e ~ o s i t  i s  "somerihat l imitedt1 i n  extent .  
R. L. Kraut tcr  thotght  t ha t  the coal  beds he had seen were too narrow t o  
be rzined. 

Respc c tf ully submitted, 

Associate IC~ning Engineer 




