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August 6 - September 23, 1949 

August 6 - To Cordova v i a  P.N.A. - 
August 7 - To Kccarthy v i a  Cordova A i r  Service. - 
m u s t  -- 8 - To Kennecott MU1 from McCarthy. While it was not 
p r a c t i c a l  or  -mine t he  workings of the  Kennecott 
mines, it was f e l t  t h a t  a general inspection of t h e  surface plant  
was i n  order. 

Examination of t he  r a i l ya rd  showed t r ack  and t i e s  i n  good 
shape. Wlnkhouses and o f f i ce  buildings have shown l i t t l e  s igns  of 
wear and inspection of t h e  mi l l  showed few signs of deter iora t ion.  
I n  f a c t ,  the whdows were s t i l l  i n t a c t .  A l l  t h a t  i s  lacking i s  an 
orebody. - -  

7)s 7 X  

- To t h e  Ch i t i t u  Mining Corn located on Rex Creek about 
d$ - 87  - 

. one mile above its-ction with C h z u  Creek. This property i s  +, operated by Charlie Cramer, veteran placer operator in t h e  Terr i tory .  
$\ 
$y During t h e  summer of 191+9, six men including Ek. Cramer 

( were employed. Two men have been employed the  year  round and two 
men plus t h e  cook and M r .  Cramer arr ived about t h e  middle of April.  

L Emploment w i l l  continue unti l  about September 15th. 

During t h e  s w n e r ,  t h e  pr incipal  emphasis was placed on 
dead work for  the 1950 season but some d r i f t i n g  on bedrock under 
heavy overburden was done in order t o  de-limit t h e  paystreak. The 
paystreak i s  about 33 f e e t  wide. Open c u t s  and t e s t  holes about 
1$ miles above the  mout,:~ of Xex Creek has f a i l e d  t o  Locate the  
paystreak and Craraer believes t h a t  it has been scoured out  by 
g lac ia t ion .  Further prospect work w i l l  be necessary. 

During normal operation, t he  Chi t i tu  Kining Company runs 
3 nozzles, with one stacking t a i l i n g s .  About 16  men are  usual ly  
emp:Loyed. The gold averages about q311.50 per ounce. 

-, 

T"kile U.S.G.S. Bullet in 894, page 128, s t a t e s  t h a t  nat ive  
copper nuggets do not occur in  t h e  placer  gravels of Rex Creek, 
t h i s  i s  i i o h t r i c t l v  t r u e  a s  tir. Craner has fourla a coL,slSorsble 



quan t i t y  of copper i n  h i s  p lacer  operations. It i s  a l so  of i n t e r e s t  
t h a t  heavy nolybdenite f l o a t  has been found about k,000 f e e t  above 
t h e  mouth of 3ex Creek. The source has not  been located but a l a rge  

-\ numher of ac id ic  dikes cu t  t h o u g h  the  area  and it i s  probable t h a t  
i'' the  molybdenite source w i l l  be in  c lose  associa t ion with these  dikes.  

Close i n s p c t i o n  indicated t h a t  t he  molybdenite had not t r ave l l ed  
r'\a g r ea t  distance. Soma nat ive  s i l v e r  i s  a l s o  found i r i  t he  creek. 
-< 

\ I  . r Mr. Cramer s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  lkpartnent  of ].lines would be 
n o t i f i e d  i f  any lode sources of t h e  above minerals were Located i n  
t he  area.  

Auuxst 9 - To Dan Creek, - McCarthy Z i s t r i c t .  
$1 . >'?- 

This property was not i n  operation a t  t h e  time of t he  v i s i t .  ' l ' '  
M r .  Walter Holmes, Eirs, Holmes, and 2 men were at  t h e  property. Pi, - - 
Holmes s t a t ed  t h a t  he had had an option on t he  Dm C r e e k . d y  
but because of r i s i n g  cos t s  of operati-on had l e t  it rever t  t o  Pir .  
Jack OtNei l l  of Anchorage. Mr. Hohes ,  a t  the  t h e  of t he  v i s i t ,  
was engaged in doing a s m d L l  amount of prospect d r i f t  work and in 
maintenance work. Kr. Hohes  s t a t e d  t h a t  t he r e  was sna l l  chance 
t h a t  N r .  O'Neil l  would t r y  t o  place the  property in operation u n t i l  

,\present high pr ices  have dropped. 
.Q 
2 The deposi ts  here have been formed by a re-concentration 

of heavy bench gravels  which were o r i g ina l l y  deposited behind an i c e  
b d  am blocking off  Dan Creek and i t s  t r i bu t a r i e s .  In the  re-concentrated 

k 'material i s  found considerable na t i ve  copper nuggets, some s i l v e r  
nuggets, and a few half  silver - ha l f  copper nuggets. One copper 
nugget has been found t h a t  is  l o c a l l y  estimated t o  weigh between 4& 
t o  5 tons. 

August :LO - To Chisana from Fay Creek Fie ld  v i a  Cordova ~ i r  Service. 

Because M r .  Fred \Tam and Mr. Elobert Byers of Fairbanks 
and Juneau had formed a prospect company ca l l ed  t h e  
Companz ,r z,5wr A during t h e  pas t  winter  and promoted s tock s Y 
&? Jeeau f o r  an amount var iously  reported from $35,000 t o  $55,000 
i n  order t o  prospect i n  t h e  White River a rea  some 45 miles south of 
Chisana, Pk. 3, D. Stewart,  Commissioner of Mines, suggested t h a t  a 

,%trip . , . be made t o  inves t iga te  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t he  company. This was 
" deemed advisable because of t h e  f a n t a s t i c  claims t h e  promotors were 

";'-~,aking in order t o  e f f e c t  t n e i r  s tock  sa les .  
2s 
Ti 

y The promoters planned t o  prospect various areas  along the  
t $  White B ~ v e r ,  but assured t h e i r  investors  tinat they  already had access 
',- t o  r i c h  copper lodes near t h e  Russell  Glacier  a t  t h e  head of the  ) k i t e  

4; Biver. They a l s o  knew of l i k e l y  gold placers,  r i c h  copper p lacers ,  
": coal. seams, platinum and s i l v e r  deposits ,  and i n  f a c t ,  everything 

necessary f o r  t he  d e ~ e ~ o p ~ e n t  and construction of a f ine  modern c i t y .  
Iil view of t h i s ,  Mr. Stewart f e l t  an exa:lri.na.cj.on o l  t h e  company 
a c t i v i t i e s  was in  order. 



August --- 11 - A saddle  horse  and pack horse were r e n t e d  a t  Chisana f o r  
t h e  a p p r ~ ~ x i m a t e l y  1 ~ 5  mile t r i p  t o  t h e  White River  a r e a  i n  whicn t h e  
Wann-Wers pa r ty  were supposed t o  be loca ted .  

August 12  - The Tr'Jann-hers prospec t  pa r ty  was found camped a t  t h e  
mouth o f s o l o  Creek on t h e  k a i t e  Rivex. and about  1 0  mi l e s  below t h e  
ilusselE Glac i e r .  lit t h e  t . b e  of t h e  v i s i t ,  Fred w a s  i n  camp 
a lone .  Three o the r  me~rbers of t h e  p a r t y  were r e t u r n i n g  from Lime 
Creek n e a r  t h e  R u s s e l l  G lac i e r  where they  had been hunt ing and 
prospec t ing .  The r e s t  of t h e  p a r t y  were absent  a t t e m p t h g  t o  o b t a i n  
r e p a i r  p a r t s  f o r  t h e  weasel used by t h e  company. 

Although t h e  prospec t  p a r t y  had l e f t  Juneau f o r  t h e  a r e a  
i n  Fay and had been i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Solo Creek f o r  n e a r l y  two 
months, no th ing  of  i n t e r e s t  had been found by them. This,  i n  s p i t e  
of  t h e  Pac t  t h a t  t hey  had a s su red  t h e  i n v e s t o r s  t h a t  they  h-new o f  
l a r g e  mine ra l  d e p o s i t s  in t h a t  a r e a .  It became apparent  t h a t  Mr. 
Wann was t h e  only  member of t h e  group wi th  a knowledge or' m ine ra l s  
and that; s i n c e  he had a bad h e a r t ,  was not  able t o  leave  camp. It 
a l s o  appeared t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  members were more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  hunt ing  
and f i s h i n g  than in prospec t ing .  

B 
While a t  t h e  camp t h e  crew wi th  t h e  weasel  re turned  and 

pbans were made f o r  a move t o  Kletsan Creek, a t r i b u t a r y  o f  t h e  k m t e  
B ive r  n e a r  t h e  Canadian boundary, Th i s  c reek  has been r e p o r t e d  in 

$\ ,S.G.S. 417 t o  con ta in  p l a c e r  n a t i v e  copper. 
a 

August -- 13 - To t o  check poss ib l e  minera l  occurrences in 
, the Riddle For Creek areas. T h i s  area is best covered 

i n  U.S.D.S. h l l e t i n s  LJ.7 and 630. Occurrences of lode  copper 
r e f e r r e d  to in t h e  EulLetiris could  not  be reached because h igh  r i v e r  
wa te r  cou ld  not  be forded. Some ground had been surveyed f o r  p a t e n t  
i n  t h i s  area about  1911 but no o r e  has  eve r  been produced. 

Auwust U - To North Fork I s l a n d  on t h e  'dhite fZiver wi th  p a r t  o f  t h e  .&-- 
Wann-Byers crew=d r e t u r n  t o  S a l o  Creek. No mine ra l i za t ion  was 
n o t e d  a l though  each o f  t h e  s t reams crossed  was checked. 

August 15 - To a t  t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  Russe l l  G l a c i e r  
f a c e ,  A sma l l  pper minera l iza t ior l  w a s  noted by S. iZ, 
Capps in U.S.G.S. B u l l e t i n  630 a t  a po in t  about  2 mi les  above t h e  
mouth of t h e  creelc. However, sone 40 years  has  served  t o  o b l i t e r a t e  
any p rev ious  work and no th ing  was found. 

-- August 16 - Keturn t o  Chisana. - 

> j On r e p o r t  of a Chisana n a t i v e  of a copper depos i t  on 
. n e a r  t h e  Chisana Glac i e r ,  a s h o r t  t r i p  was lriade i n  co~ncany 

vr l th  t h e  n a t i v e  t o  t h e  supposed s i t e  o f  t h e  depos i t .  However, t h e  
n a t i v e  was unable t o  l o c a t e  anyth ing ,  and it developed t h a t  he had 



only heard about the  deposit and had never ac tua l l y  seen it. 

A t  t h e  t h e  of the  Chisana t r i p ,  the  few placer proper t ies  
t h a t  had not closed because of t h e  high cost of operation had closed 

h, temporarily because of lack of water. I&, Joe Davis was a t t e ~ ~ p t h g  
t o  work a shovel-in operation on L i t t l e  E:Ldorado Creek. He expected 

2 about t h r ee  months of water and was working alone. 
\ 
I 

c- 
-s: The bnanza  'rdLiniilg Company was closed down temporarily but -74 ' ,  " employed 2 men on a hydraulic operation on Bonanza Creek. The i\iutzotin -A* 
4 Mining Company, operated by Plr .  and Mrs. ? ~ J i l l i a m  James for  a group of 

I Anchorage stockholders, was engaged in s t r i p p h g  operations on baanza  
and Eldorado Creeks. Three men were employed. The James were 

i '  considering f i l i n g  a lawsuit aga ins t  ttvo of t h e i r  emplo~ees because 
of d l e g e d  sabotage against  a pumping un i t  a t  t h e  property. The 
James d id  not expect t o  ge t  in over three  months of operation. 

August 20 - To Chikina via Cordova A i r  Service. 

August 21 - Chitina t o  VaLdez. - 
No mining a c t i v i t y  is  being conducted at present i n  t h e  

Valdez area.  

August 22 - Valdez t o  Cordova. 

A g s t  23 - Cordovn t o  Anchorage v i a  P.N.A. 

August 2.4 - 26 - A t  Anchorage on o f f i c i a l  business. - 
A x u s t  227 - To Fern Nine i n  t h e  'ifj.110~ Creek D i s t r i c t ,  

V L h  
Au u s t  28 - A-- 

A Safety i3wninakion was corlducted a t  t h i s  property. The 
management appeared t o  be safe ty  conscious and wi l l i ng  t o  conform t o  
s a f e t y  pract ices  in t h e  operation of the mine.  A number of 
recorn-endations f o r  L~prove~nent were made and a repor t  sent  t o  , M r .  B. D. Stewart, Commissioner of Frines, f o r  o f f i c e  f i l e .  . 

- t The request  by PJD. A 1  Dodson of t he  Fern Nine f o r  permission 
. t o  s t o r e  h i s  powder* supply underground was t ena t i ve ly  granted a f t e r  

';examination disclosed t h a t  no completely su i t ab l e  locat ion was 
, ,' ava i lab le  on t h e  surface.  k s torage cross-cut w a s  selected and 
-: 

,., permission was granted subject  t o  t he  f i n a l  approval of M r .  B. Do 
Stewart, Commissioner of Nines. 

Nr. Stewart advised t h e  Fern Mining Company t h a t  permission 
wou1.d be approved by him 01d.y under case o f  extreme necess i ty  and 



t h a t  t h e  Fern Mine would have t o  show complete j u s t i f i c a t i on .  
This, ,the Fern Nine did not do and so storage was made under 
the  best  condi.tions possible on t h e  surface. 

A t  t h e  time of the  v i s i t ,  6 men were employed. Five 
were underground and one was on the  surface. The company planned 
t o  operate through the viinter. 

dli 
A v i s i t  was made t o  the  f Jake Lane on $i..?' 

upper Archangel Creek, This prope , a map drawn, a 
r epo r t  wri t ten ,  and the  data  placed on f i l e  a t  t he  ikpartrnent of 
Mines Office i n  Juneau, Ahska  . 
Au~fust 30 - 

The 
$"$ 

was v i s i t e d  f o r  the  purpose of $3, 
conducting a property. lir. Phi l  Holdsworth 
i s  j311 a c t i v e  charge a t  t h e  mine but Yir. Cappy Paroe and bir. Chris 
Paulson of Anchorage a r e  .the pr incipal  backer. 

i 
During 2949, t he  e f f o r t s  of the  company were di rected 

\ ' primari ly  towards t h e  construction of a powerhouse and mine nill. 
,J L i t t l e  work was done underground. Actual-ly, it appears evident t h a t  
% t h e  underground work has not been carr ied f a r  enough along t o  prove 
# the  necess i ty  f o r  a m i l l .  About 20 men a r e  employed a t  t h e  property. 

\ < The s a f e t y  examination conducted disc losed several  unsafe 
conditions present,  with pa r t i cu l a r  emphasis on the locat ion and 

'4 condit ions of powder storage. A request was made by bir. Phil. &' Ho1.dswort.h f o r  permission t o  s t o r e  t h e  powder underground and t h e  
\ recluest was relayed t o  1Ir, B. D. Stewart, Commissioner of b'iines. 

The Snowbird management was informed t h a t  they would be 
notified by IJ!, Stewart regarding t h e i r  request and t ha t  another 
examination would be given t he  property a f t e r  t h e  company had had a 
s u f f i c i e n t  length of t i m e  t o  e f f ec t  corrections. The re tu rn  was s e t  
f o r  about laid-October. 

?.urust 31 - --- 
A k~3 'y  

\ + 
The on Archangel Creek was v i s i t e d  f o r  ,,I - 3 

t h e  puV;Mse o stance possible t o  the  management a t  57 
t h e  property. A brunton survey was conducted on t h e  property, a nap 
drawn, and a repor t  writ ten.  This inforra t ion i s  on f i l e  with t h e  
Ter~ri toriaX Departnient of Nines a t  Juneau, Alaska 

A t  ;.;ebi'ooI; Prospect - To the  Independence kine. 



September 2 - 
$ 5  ,, 
. ,.PA The Indewndence Mine i s  under the ac t i ve  management of ILT.~~-  

William S t o l l  a m h .  The mine i s  operating under a 
leas ing  system patterned a f t e r  l eas ing  systems in use i n  the southwest. 
The raanageuent has requested t h a t  t he  Lease Agreement not be made 
publ ic  but gave t he  Eepartment of Lines a copy of the  form used f o r  
off  i c e  f i l e s .  

'--> ~t the  time of the  v i s i t ,  75 men were employed a t  t h e  
property. Safety conditions were not good but inasmuch as t h e  property 
had only recent ly  re-opened a f t e r  an extended closure,  the  exanination 

bl, was conducted only i n  a general  way. A fu r ther  examhation w a s  planned 
, f o r  about October 15th. A copy of t he  recornlendations made on t h i s  
\ ..:' 

inspection a re  on f i l e  a t  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Department of biines OPfice 
in  Juneau, Alaska. 

- ,, September 3 - Return t o  Anchorage. 

September 4 - 6 - - A t  Anchorage on o f f i c i a l  business. 

- September 7 - To Seward. 

A v i s i t  was made t o  bIr. Elynn Swetntann, president of the 
l o c a l  bank. Mr. S~ietmann i s  owner of t h e  flew Hope-Iiirshey idlines on 
Palmer Creek near Hope, Alaska. 2-ir. Swetmann requested an examination 
of the  Hirshey Mine No. 2 l eve l .  The I-Iirshey Vein had been l o s t  on 
tha-t l e v e l  and considerable d r i f t i n g  had f a i l e d  t o  pick it up. Inas- 
much as t he  ore i n  t h i s  vein had run several  ounces of gold per  ton,  
Mr. Swetmann was keenly i n t e r e s t ed  in r e l o c a t i ~ g  it. 

September 8 - To Hirshey Mine from Hope, Alaska. 

September 9 - 10 - A t  t he  Hirshey Mine. 

I Examination of t,he lower tunnel. (iilo. 3 l e v e l )  of t h e  
bii e disclosed unsafe workings f o r  examination. The upper tun 

-) $?1 l e v e l )  was caved near t he  por ta l .  Therefore, the  search f o r  
s t r u c t u r a l  controls  effect ing t h e  Hirshey Vein were necessari ly ' confined t o  the Number 2 level .  h base map prepared previously by 

t bc. Howard l l i lcox was used f o r  t h e  work. It was, however, necessary . , - 7 .  

, t o  rev i se  somewhat and t o  complete Iw. ~ I . ~ C O X ~  s map. Several s a r~p l e s  
- "  were cut  on various s t r i nge r s  w i t i l  negative r e su l t s .  Close examination 

revealed t ha t  t h e  Hirshey Vein had pinched and r o l l e d  abruptly i n t o  
t he  hanging wall  a t  a point about 500 f ee t  in from the  p a  t a l .  This, 
apparently, was not  discovered by the  crew engaged i n  the  prospect 
work because d r i f t i n g  continued on past the  r o l l  and i n t o  t he  foot-  
wall f o r  a t o t a l  of about 350 f ee t .  

The struc. tures here were napped and copies given t o  2ir. 
Swetranr together  with t he  recormendation t o  d r i l t  on the  r o l l e d  vein. 

September 11 - 
h visit was made t o  t h e  Gold Mjn t  Prospect on Palmer Creek. 4' -. , - - rrrrPu- , lSI1-  .:---. 



This property i s  owned by Ivor Nearhouse of Ilope, rilaska. This 
property has previ.ously been surveyed by IIr. Jack Hoehr~l, 
T e r r i t o r i a l  Mining Engineer, However, a short t r averse  7as run 
t o  determine the  dis tance from the  bottom of t h e  shaf t  t o  the 

. -open h i l l s i d e .  It became apparent l a t e r  t h a t  t he r e  was an e r r o r  

7' 

i n  t h e  t raverse  and f o r  t h a t  reason t he  distance could not 'oe 
co~nputed. The e r r o r  was due probably t o  the  surface portiori of 
the  t raverse  being run in the  l a t e  evening during a heavy storm 

L w i t h  a consequent inproper reading of an angle. 

Se tember 12 - To t h e  Fa l l s  Creek 14ining Company i n  the Xoose Pass 2--- 
Dis t r i c t  near Kenai Lake. 

September 13 - 14 - A t  Fa l  

This yoper ty  i s  under t h e  management of k r .  S . ii. Liening, 
of Seward. The camp opened on t h e  20th of June and plans are t o  
keep it open u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  the  15 th  of October. It is hoped t o  
rur~  t he  mill about 35 days. Eight men were employed fo r  2.5 months. 
Six men w i l l  be employed until the  property c loses  f o r  the  winter. 
Three men a re  working u n d e r g r ~ ~ d .  The balance a r e  on the surface.  
The mine operates f o r  ll+ days of each 15. Bob Clark i s  the  mine 
foreman and Harold Haines the mill superintendent. 

A s a f e ty  examination of t h e  property was corlducted and 
t h e  company advised to :  

I/. 

1. Phintain an adequate supply of F i r s t  Aid Gear, 
2. Purchase a basket-type s t re tcher .  
3. Bar down and s tul l -up main tunnel. 
4. Remove powder supply from immediate camp a r e a  in 

conformity with American Table of Distances. 
5. Eo not lceep cap supply in t o o l  box with t oo l s .  
6. Keep fuse i n  d ry  place ins tead of present place 

exposed t o  t a b .  
7. Repair brakes on truck. 

The a t t i t u d e  of the  management towards s a f e ty  appeared 
t o  be good but no l a t e r  chec!.:was made t o  c e r t i e  i f  connections 
were mrde. 

A r e tu rn  was made on the  evening of t n e  U t h  t o  acchcrage. 

September 15 - 16  - At; Anchorage on o f f i c i a l  business. 

Septenber 17 - To Tdkee tna  v i a  nlaska Railroad. - 
Seotemlxr 18 - Arrangements were rtiade with I*. George Weatherall - 
f o r  t ranspor ta t ion  i n t o  the Cache Creek D i s t r i c t  in the  Peters  
% i l l s  from Talkeetila. 



The idug e t  IJLining .Corn anj- was opera t ing  with t h r e e  I--,en on 
Cache Creek near  ne mou Creek. The crew was r epor ted  
t o  have s t a r t e d  opera t ions  about t h e  middle of I-!!y and hoped t o  
continue u n t i l  t h e  middle of October. 

The Thunder Creek Plines, Iilc., ercployed 3 men o r  Thunder 
Creek. Some hydraulicing was done but most o f  tile work was d i r e c t e d  
towards prospecting f o r  new ground. hir. Fred D. Koughan was i n  
charge. 

The Sunset Mining Co. w a s  a c t i v e  on Lower Cache Creek about 
4 miles below the  mouth of Windy. The property, a bulldozer-hydraulic 
operat ion,  employed 4 men. 

A .  J. Taraski  was repor ted  working a hydraulic opera t ion  
alone on Cache Creek, opposi te  Lucky Gulch. M r .  Taraski was l e a s i n g  
p a r t  of t h e  Cache Creek Mining Company property. The l eng th  o f  h i s  
opera t ing  season was unknown, 

September 19 - A t  YE. George Weathera l l ' s  hydraul ic  operat ion on 
Nugget Creek. M r .  Weatherall  i s  operat ing only a short  season due 
t o  l a c k  of water and high opera t ing  cos ts .  14.r. Weatherall  and h i s  

, son a r e  t h e  only employees and t h e y  do no t  expect over a two month 
"1 season during 1949. 
h 

m t e m b e r  20 - To K r .  C. W. ( shor ty )  Bradley's hydraulic  proper ty  on 
Upper Cache Creek. Three men were enlployed part-time but  because of 

blow water and need f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  prospecting, l i t t l e  work was done 
\ t idur ing  t h e  season. 

n f d  +? ' 
& A s t o p  was made a t  t h e  B i r d  Creek Mine of U e  A. Trepki  & D  *,-. \and Anton Meise. This i s  a hydraulic  opera t ion  with two men employed. 

\ A  point  of  i n t e r e s t  at t h i s  proper ty  i s  the  unusually l a r g e  amount of /,* schee1:ite found i n  t h e  boxes a t  clean-up. This condit ion i s  n o t  t r u e  
L . i n  o the r  creeks of t h e  area according t o  l o c a l  operators .  It i s  

the re fo re  recommended t h a t  a n i g n t  time survey of t h e  creek be made 
with a m i n e r d i t e  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  t h e  bedrock source of t h e  s c h e e l i t e  
be located.  

A t r i p  was made t o  ilk. P s a m  bulldcixer-hydraulic / 
propertlr on 7<!illow and Cottonwood Creeks. A crew of f ive  were \ 3 
employed with an opera t ing  season froiii ; ~ ~ j r  u n t i l  October. 

September 21 - A t  Paul, Gagnon's. 

, * 
Phis proper ty  has an i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o q r  a s  t h e  previous 

cjwlr=LS, ?". ?zrl ! ~ s s .  Jenkins,  were murdered here  together  w i t h  two 
prospectors  in a nearby cabin. It has been r e l i a b l y  repor ted  by I&. 
Jenkins '  bro ther  t h a t  cons iderable  high-grade quartz was brought in 
by t h e  murdered brother  from time t o  time, but t h e  murdered rrarl would 
never r evea l  i t s  source.  The p lace r  ground here Fs m1lsuall.y r i c h  
and according t o  bIr. Cagnon, t h e  present  owner, t h e  l a s t  c u t  on 
Cottonwood Creek revealed  1lUlnerGiLS i;l~;ce; .3f sharp  jagged quar tz  on 



which were fastened gold nuggets sometimes a s  l a r g e  in  s i z e  a s  a 
t e n  cent  piece. Some of these  pieces of gold examined by t h e  
w r i t e r  were of a b r igh t  jagged nzture  and ind ica ted  t h a t  they had 
n o t  t r a v e l l e d  f a r .  There was l i t t l e  o r  no evidence of rounding 
o r  water wear on e i t h e r  the  gold o r  quartz. The Gagnons s t a t e d  
t h a t  numerous o the r  pieces of gold quartz, had been found i n  c u t s  
i n  an adjacent  creek. b i r .  Gagnon s t a t e d  t h a t  he had no i n t e n t i o n  
of  tak.ing out another c u t  because the  ground here was too we l l  f i l l e d  
with l a r g e  boulders t o  be r e a d i l y  handled. It i s  believed probable 
by t h e  w r i t e r  t h a t  the  gold in Willow and Cottonwood Creeks was 

( ,  derived from a vein  source t h a t  i s  nearby. It may be t h a t  IJP. Jenkins 
(\ haci discovered t h i s  source a s  it was s t a t e d  by 1-ir. Jenkinsf  brother  

t h a t  I!.. Jenkins was never gone from t h e  c a b h  more than a day o r  two 
?I on h i s  t r i p s  a f t e r  t h e  q u a r t z  highgrade. Extensive prospecting f o r  
2 a ].ode source appears j u s t i f i e d .  ~t any r a t e ,  c lose  observation of 
' beclrock and of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  gold found should be done. 

1 
\ George P i t t o f f  and Xobert Dahl were repor ted  t o  be sriiping \,& on Upper Nugget Creek. Belvor t r i c k s o n  was sniping on Cache Creek 

, \ \  between t n e  Nugget and Bradley ground. Matt Hamberg arid Joe GiLiska 
were hydraulicing on Paso Creek. L. L. Pennington and Jack W l e r  
were repor ted  t o  be moving 2 c a t s  and a dragl ine  i n t o  Daisy Creek, 
a t r i b u t a r y  of Tyone E v e r .  

6 re tu rn  t o  Talkeetna from Gagnon's w a s  made on t h e  a f t e r - -  
noon of September 21. 

September 22 - The CoLl insvi l le  Wine at  I f i l l s  Creek and Lower Twin 
Creek was reported t o  be operat ing its dragline-washing plan t  wLth a 
crew of 10 men. Jin and ;,lbert Frey were hydraulicing on Valdez 

\Creek f o r  a f u l l  season. Henry Ernest  and O l l i e  Nicklie were s y h r e p o r t e d  in Talkeetna t o  be working the  Jhorner Creek Group on Valdez 
%%Creek. Loren Campbell. was sniping on t h e  Carlson property 011 Valdez 

Creek. Charles M. Euroker was reported t o  be sniping on t h e  Z%na and 
Flora  claims on Valdez Creek. 

1, - - -  A t r i p  was made on September 22 from Talkeetna t o  t h e  U.S.E.I.. 27+31 
diamond d r i l l i n g  p ro jec t  a t  Windy on t h e  Alaska Hailroad. il'ive men 67' 
were eaployed under 1.k. ~obe=  Thorne, engineer f o r  the  h r e a u  of 
Mines. The crew were engaged i n  diamond d r i l l i n g  a limestone deposi t  
f o r  a contemplated cement p lan t  along t h e  r a l l r o a d  be l t .  On last 
repor t ,  t h e  ~ e p o s i t  d i d  riot prove t o  be s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

September 23 - To Fairbanks. 
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