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TERRITORY OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 

Report of Invest igat ions  by Howard M. Fowler, 
Associate Mining h g i n e e r ,  T e r r i t o r i a l  Department of Mines, 

in the Innoko, Nulato, Bethel, Goodnews Bay, Wasilla, 
Chisana, and Ketchikan fjiining Di s t r i c t s ,  Alaska. 

September ?A, 1949 - February 1, 1950, 

Sevtember 24 - 25-At Fairbanks. 
I- 

Because 1Jx. J. C. Roehm, T e r r i t o r i a l  Department of 
engineer s ta t ioned a t  Fairbanks found it necessary t o  leave suddenly, 
f o r  t he  s t a t e s ,  much of t h e  f i e l d  work: normally done by him was not 
completed. Therefore, 'k. B, D. Stewart, Comussioner of Hines 
requested t h a t  t h e  wr i t e r  conduct a general reconii?aissance of t h e  
Yukon-Kuskokwim areas  before freeze-up i n  order t o  determine t he  
number of operating companies and men employed. 

September 26 - To John andCIeorge Fiscovichts a t  Poorman v i a  Xuby. - 
The Miscovich Camp opened i n  the  ea r ly  spring.  ~ c t u a l  

mining s t a r t ed  on Fiay 10th. Seven men (3 I ~ s c o v i c h  brothers) were 
empl-oyed. &lining operations will s top  about October 7th. The 
approximate amount of bedrock cleaned i s  not known but four  Large 
and deep cuts  were taken out, The depth of t h e  overburden will 
average about 40 f e e t .  The number of nozzles s t r ipping var ies  from 
12 to U. Four c a t s  a r e  kept i n  operation. 'iko s e t s  of s t e e l  boxes 
30 and 34 inches wide a r e  in use and t h e  mater ia l  t o  both i s  elevated 
by nleann of  hydraulic l i f t s ,  one f o r  2f3 feet; and one f o r  6 f ee t .  
A 14 yard Lima Dragline shovel is used f o r  stacking t a i l i n g s .  The 
camp is wel l  supplied with shop f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t he  majori ty of re~air ' work necessary t o  operation. 

31 Bn unusual. f ea tu re  of t h e  Miscovich family i s  t h e i r  
3 wilJ.ingness t o  apply constant experimentation t o  t h e i r  minQg 

operations. This  has resu l ted  in several  improve~nents on old  equip- 
ment and t h e  invention of some new. The most unusual, and ce r t a in ly  
t h e  one with t h e  most p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  i s  t he  inveniion of the  i n t e l l i g i a n t  
o r  automatic g i an t  by John Piiscovich. This g ian t  car1 be control led 
e i t h e r  manually o r  automatically by water actuated pistons and can be 
regulated t o  t raverse  over any desi red hor izontal  o r  v e r t i c a l  pattern.  
The manufacturing of t h i s  g iant  i s  being done by J. M. G a m t l e t t  
Company of Sea t t l e ,  Washington. 

The ijIiscovich brothers have a l so  developed a 3 sec t iona l  
blade adapter f o r  t h e  mole board of t h e i r  dozer blades. The adapters 
f a s t en  t o  the  mole board with 4 b o l t s  on each sec.tion. The con- 
ven t iona l  adapter has fb5 bol ts .  The Pjliscovich adapter, consequently, 
g ives  : 



1. Savings i n  time t o  e f f ec t  change. 
2. 1Jo welding necessary on mole board. 
3. Less bol t  charge. 
4. Longer wear. 

Nearly all p i p  i s  connected with Pierce couplers. These couplings 
give a loose but watert ight  f i t  and allow rapid  asselably o r  d is-  
assenbly. Water pressure i s  maintained with th ree  10 inch cen t r i fuga l  
pulnpt each powered by a blurphy Diesel. 

The Miscovich brothers have a l s o  developed a highly s a t i s f ac to ry  $ r i f f l e  f o r  t h e i r  s l u i ce  boxes. These r i f f l e s  a re  made of 1.5 inch angle 
i r on  with a 5 degree slope. The construction e f f e c t s  a g rea te r  savings 

i n  f i n e  gold according t o  the  Miscoviches. 
U .j 

' he  Miscoviches have ahown a great  dea l  of ingenuity in 
t h e i ~  operations and a r e  a c r ed i t  t o  t h e  Alaskan mining industry.  
Many of t he  ideas worked out by t h e  ~ ~ ~ i s c o v i c h e s  could wel l  be con- 
s idered by other operators i n  Alaska. 

September - 27 - Return t o  8uw.  

W i l l i a m  Carlo and John May were reported t o  have operated 
a bulldozer-hydraulic property on Ophir Creek. Three men were employed. 

The Midnight 1.iining Company operated a bulldizer-hydraulic 
, property on Midnight Creek from the  middle of &ay u n t i l  September 25th. 

Three men were employed. The mine was in  charge of Danny Cuyle. 

The T r a i l  Creek &roper-t;y of Iver  Johnson and Company 1,l0 
operated from June 5 t o  September 26. Three men were employed fo r  t h - 5  - 

: ~5 t he  f u l l  season and one woman f o r  .!+ weeks. Two cu ts  were taken out  
2 of approximately 12,000 f e e t  each. The depth t o  bedrock averaged 
,, about 30 f ee t .  The ground here i s  readi ly  piped. Few large  boulders 

-,, r a r e  present. The property i s  operated with 2 HD-10's A.C. and one 3 / k  
- 3 

'r 
yard Northwest Dragline. 

The Long Creek Mining Company on Bear Pup, t r i b u t a r y  t o  Long 
Creek was reported t o  have operated a f u l l  season. This property i s  
located in the  ldulato precinct .  'Two rnen were employed. The mine i s  
a dragline-bulldozer-hydraulic operation. Hans Ti l lo tson i s  i n  charge, 

Wailter L, Hoeth was making plans t o  operate t he  Eagle Creek 
d n e  near  biedfra. YP. Hoeth plans t o  e r ec t  a 20 ton m i l l  a t  t h e  d ,'!property. "' Towards t h a t  end, he was constructing a s led  a t  Ruby t o  

'ki m a u l  h i s  equipment ac ross  country t o  1.iedfra. k 
September 28 - Return t o  Fairbanks. 

September 29 - Fairbanks t o  Ophir t o  Upper Ganes Creek. 

September 30 - The was assembling a pontoon - a l l  
w-> 

r3 
:\J s t e e l  dredge manufa n I ron Works. The dredge i s  a 

,if (1 
3.5 foo t  bucket l i n e  dredge with a hull 72 f e e t  7 inches by 36 f e e t  
J11 inches. It is designed t o  d ig  2.5 f ee t .  3; \ 

%> 



i 
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Frank Crown i s  the  superintenderlt of erect ion and will 
be t he  dredgemaster. Mr. Crown arr ived from t h e  s t a t e s  on Ju ly  24th. 
Four or  f i v e  men have been on t h e  payroll  s ince t h a t  date. The 

kt company plans t o  employ an add i t iona l  3 or  4 men shor t ly ,  The con- 
k$ s t ruc t i on  work i s  expected t o  be completed and t h e  dredge operating 

by October 25th. About 14. men w i U  be employed f o r  operations. The ). company i s  owned by Johnny Repo and Frank &loli tor .  It is reported 
4 t h a t  they  have terlat ive plans f o r  construction of a 6 foot  dredge 

1. 
\,, i n  about 2 years i f  i n t e rna t i ona l  co~nplications and t h e  high cost of 
' t  operation do not prevent it. The cornpany was advised t o  replenish 
\: t h e i r  supply of F i r s t   id Gear. The present supply was near ly  

' exhausted and t h e  small amount of gauze, e tc . ,  l e f t  in the  old k i t  
was extremely d i r t y .  $.3k 

73 -11' 
The camp of on Yankee Creekwas v i s i t ed .  

The  camp opened on Apr i l  21st  and s luic ing commenced on June 1 s t .  
b ~ l u i c i n ~  w i l l  be stopped on October :Lst and t he  camp closed down 
0 about t h e  15th  of October. The mine has operated 2 s h i f t s  a day 
' of 10 hours each and f o r  a 7 day trorlc xeek. The average crew i s  12 t 

Y, t o  15  men. Thirteen cu t s  were taken out of an average of about 
, k*d+.0,000 bedrock f ee t .  The average ground depth i s  13 t o  15  f ee t .  
''  he gold i s  coarse and w i l l  average about 900 f ine .  

Casimir Naudts was sniping a l l  summer on Yankee Creek. 

dge was operating a t  t he  
%mouth of o t  dredge employing 8 men and 
' loperating 3 s h i f t s .  Work s t a r t e d  in the  spring about June 15th. and 
' 9  

3 w i l l  s top  about October 15th. The present ground t he  company is 
working has been mined previously. Considerable heavy digging i s  

-1 
. \ p r e s e n t  with l a rge  boulders and some clay. The corapany i s  wel l  

supplied with shop f a c i l i t i e s .  

No sa fe ty  suggestions were made but t he  company was cautioned 
t o  replenish i ts  f i r s t  a i d  equipment. 

-rC- Joe Degnan on L i t t l e  Creek commenced season's  operations on 
Apr i l  20th. Sluic ing was s t a r t e d  on Play 25th. im average of 5 raerl 
were employed. The mine is  a dragline-bulldozer-hydraulic operation. 

If. Y. Vibe of Vibe and G i r t l e r  passed away i n  1949 and t he  
ground on Anvil Creek, formerly worked by t h e  two men i s  now worked 

\ by G i r t l e r  and John Kyklebust. These men a l s o  operate ground on 
L\ L i t t l e  Creak. Both proper t ies  a r e  dragline-bulldozer-hydraulic 

operations. 

* (  During 1949, t he  property was operated with a 
5 man crew from the  f i r s t  of June until the f i r s t  of August. Two 

n men continued a t  L i t t l e  Creek u n t i l  t he  f i r s t  of September s t r ipping.  
The remainder of t h e  crew moved t o  Anvil Creek on t h e  f i r s t  of August 

\: f o r  operations there .  S ix  cu t s  or  about 60,000 f e e t  were taken out 
on L i t t l e  Creek and 3 cu ts  t o t a l i n g  about 30,000 f e e t  were removed 

-- on Anvil Creek. 



# Adolphe J. HiZl, lvar C. Carlson, and James J. Hi11 are 

a 

opening a small piece of ground on Victor Gulch near  ophir. The 
3 men were s t r ipp ing  with 2 nozzles during t h e  1949 season. One 

k small cut  of 3600 feet was taken out. The mine j.s a bulldozer- 
hydraulic .operation, The ground is leased from Victor and Amelis Q' H i l l .  

-i 

October 1 - 2 - A t  Ophir. 

Gus & t i l a  and Er ic  Hard a r e  operating t h e i r  Bear Greek 
propert;r with 9 men employed. Ojxrations were reported t o  have 
s t a r t e d  on about hay 15th  and the  season close-down on October 1st. 
The mine i s  a dragline-bulldozer-hydraulic operation. 

The Cripple Creek Mining Company on Upper Cripple Creek 
near Folger was repor ted t o  have operated during 1949 with 16  men 
employed. Operations s t a r t ed  about Kay 15th and continued u n t i l  
about October 1 s t .  It i s  a dragline-bull.dozer-hydraulic operation. 

'v The Colorado Creek 14ining Go. was reported ac t ive  on 
Colorado Creek with a crew of six. The company i s  s t r ipp ing  

\P preparatory t o  ac tua l  mining during 1950. 

% 

\ John Aho and associa te  were reported t o  be operating a 
\? bulldozer-hydraulic operation on Upper Dominion Creek. Two men were 
cQ, employed at the  property. 
yb 

d o t i l a  and Hard operated t h e i r  Ophir Creek property during 
1949. Nine men were employed. Tnl e property is  a dragline-bulldozer- 
hydraulic operation. 

H. Matheson and Pat  Savage were reported t o  have worked 
t h e i r  dragline-bulldozer-hydraulic operation on Spruce Creek with 3 
men. The length of season was not known. 

-. 
October 3 - To bicGrath v i a  Horthern Consolidated ~ i r l i n e s .  iJo - 
operations were repor ted in t he  McGrath area,  

- October 4 - To F l a t  v i a  Northern Consolidated Ai r l ines .  --- 
J hn Bau u i e r  i s  on W m k  near F l a t .  It i s  a bull-  * b\dozer-hydrau ~c opera on employing one man. Work s t a r t e d  about (qj, 13)'' 

June 15th  and s lu ic ing  s t a r t e d  about July 15 th .  Two small cu t s  have 
8 been removed. Happy Creek has previously been worked by Olsen and '\ 

' ~ o r n ~ a n ~  of Goodnews Buy. &k. Bauquier i s  working ground l e f t  by the  
I ' '\former company. 4 

Ilatton and Turner a r e  operating on Will-e& on t he  Kilo 
CI- 

C. Caughrean p r o p e ~ ~ i s  a hydraulic-bu:cdozer-dragline (h'orthwest 
1% yard) operation. The company s t a r t ed  operations on June 5th.  Four 

-.. - men were employed and 300,000 f e e t  of bedrock cleaned. 



Gus Baclcstrorn operated a small hydraulic property alone at, 
t h e  head of F l a t  Creek. Work s t a r t e d  about June lst ,  and w i l l  s top  
about October 10th. 

Mr. and Ws. Harry Leov a r e  operating alone on ki&l.emute 
Pup, t r i bu t a ry  t o  O t t e r  Creek. Ground s lu ic ing  was done in June 
anci Ju:Ly and t he  boxes put in i n  t h e  l a t t e r  part of July. One man 
was hi red  f o r  2 months. The l e o v l s  a l so  have property on Granite 
Creek but do not p lan any operation there .before  1950. 

Pete Miscovich and son iindrew were mining on Otter  Creek 
near F:Lat. An average of 8 men were employed s ince  June 1 s t .  The 
conlpany s t a r t ed  s lu ic ing  on June 20th. The mine i s  a bul1a:mer- 
dragline-hydraulic operation. The property w i l l  c lose down about 
October 10th. 

John Ogriz was reported t o  have operated on S l a t e  Creek 
fo r  Not i la  and Ogriz. The property i s  a dragline-bulldozer-hydraulic 
operation employing about 6 men. Work s t a r t ed  f o r  t he  1949 season 
on about May 1 s t  and continued u n t i l  September 15th.  

Patrick Savage operated a bulldozer-dragline-hydraulic mine 
on F l a t  Creek from ].lay 1 s t  t o  October 1 s t .  Sluic ing s t a r t e d  about 
June 10th. On October l s t ,  hr. Savage moved operations t o  \liUow 1 Creek ahove Hatton and Turner f o r  mining i n  1950. The crew averaged \ 6 men. 

Jules Stuver was reported t o  be hydraulicing alone a t  the 
head of Happy Creek from dune 1 s t  t o  October 1st. 3 

John Ful le r ton  of t h e  krve l4,lining Company reported t h a t  
employment a t  t he  mlne had averaged 6 men during the  season. 
Str ipping s t a r t ed  on May 20th and s luic ing on June 1 s t .  The property 
closed on September 1st. Four p i t s  were taken out  f o r  a t o t a l  of 
270,000 f e e t  o r  250,000 yards. 14ining i s  done by dragline,  pump, 
and bul-ldozer. 

October 5 - A t  F la t .  

The IIJorth h s r i c a n  Gold Gr%in&onpany operated from 
Yay 1 s t  t o m - e m  The dredge i s  located on Ot te r  
Creek and a t  t he  niouth of F la t  Creek. Alex Mathieson i s  i n  charge. 
Sixkeen men were employed. General sa fe ty  conditions were good 
but some guard rails were needed around exposed be l t ing  and a new 
supply of F i r s t  Aid Gear was needed. 

It was reported t h a t  Harry Steen operated t he  Niscovich and 
Rodman property on J u l i a n  Creek, t r i b u t a r y  of Crooked Creek. This 
mine i s  a hydraulic-bulldozer operation. Three Ken were employed. 
The properby operated from about June 1 s t  t o  October 1 s t .  



The Arve Mining Cornpany employed 3 men on Marvel Creek 
p l a c e r  drilling f o r  the  f u l l  season. 

October 6 - To Bethel  v ia  Northern Consol.idated l i i r l ine  s. 

October 7 - To Nyac. The a t  Nyac 
- , i s  under t h e  managemnt o lbiam 

Race, engineer, Other company o f f i c e r s  are  Ivh. U f r e d  Ely, President 
41  Broad S t r ee t ,  New York, and i4r. 'vJ. Ei. Berry, Treasurer, c/o Sea t t l e  
F i r s t  i iat ional  Bank, Sea t t l e ,  Mashington. 

October 8 - A t  Nyac. 

The company i s  operating a 6& foot bucket l i n e  drege with 
Joe Linke a s  dredgmaster and a 1; foot  bucketline dredge with Ben 
Larson as dredgmaster. The company has 46 employees, 4 of 1,hich a r e  
wornen, and 23 of which a r e  natives.  Twelve men a r e  employed around 
t h e  @ foo t  dredge, Six are  on day s h i f t  and 3 a r e  on each of the  
o the r  2 s h i f t s .  On t h e  1 h  foot dredge, 8 men a r e  employed. Four a re  
on da3:3, and 2 a r e  on swing and night  sh i f t s .  A 1.14 yard dragline on 
Rock Creek, t r i b u t a r y  t o  the  Tuluksak River, employs 7 men f o r  a 10 
hour s h i f t .  

\ \ 
V Operations a t  Nyac s t a r t e d  on May l . l th and it i s  expected 

t h a t  dredging can continue u n t i l  about December 1st. The dragl ine  w i l l  
cease operat ions about the  middle of October, The 6$ foo t  dredge w i l l  

Q move a b u t  1,100,000 yards during the  season. The 15 foot  dredge w i l l  
. h move about 260,000 yards. The dragline w i l l  handle about 80,000 

? yards. I\Tomnally, t h e  dragline moves about 120,000 yards during the 
season. Equipment includes seven dozers of which 4 a re  U-8'3, 1 a T.D. - 

': 18, 1 a T.D. -40, and 1 a c a t a p i l l a r  50. 

% \$ The company generates i t s  power through the  summer with a 
hydroelect r ic  p lant .  However, d i e s e l  power is used in  the  l a t e  f a l l  

'? in order  t o  extend t h e  working season. During normal seasons 
3 operation, about 180 days a r e  on hydropower, 18 days on cornbination 

hydo-diesel power, and about 6 days on d i e s e l  power alone. The hydo 
plant  i s  estimated t o  save about $50,000 a year in operating costs.  

The camp i s  supplied l a rge ly  by a i r  f r l i g h t .  About 300 
tons a year a r e  brought i n  by plane. The balance i s  brought i n  t o  
the  lower landing about 30 miles up the  Tulaksak River. From tk 
landing, it i s  brought by t r a c t o r  t r a i n  t o  Nyac. Freight cos t s  on 
the  r i v e r  on ca t  train i n  winter average about 25 do l l a r s  per ton. 
Costs f o r  r i ve r  t ranspor ta t ion with ca t  service in sununer average $50.00 
per  ton.  A i r  f r e igh t  charges a r e  $50.00 per ton.  

The company holds about 300 ciaims i n  t h e  area.  The ground 
being worked a t  present i s  reported t o  average about .35b per yard. 



L 

, $ A sa f e ty  check shored general  condit ions good but the  
\ boi le r  on t he  1& foot  dredge had not been t e s t e d  and a guard was 

needed around t h e  bullwheel. On t h e  foot  dredge, guards were 

,: \ needed around be l t i ng  and pulleys, and the  transformer bank was 
\: located so  t h a t  water could f l o o t  under it. A b e t t e r  locat ion 
b3 

was recommended and t h e  company s t a t ed  the move would be made 
short ly.  F i r s t  Aid gear vas q l m s t  t o t a l l y  absent on both dredges 
and was low a t  the  dragline camp. 

Oc.tober 9 - Return t o  Bethel. - - - 

0c-t;ober 10 - Bethel t o  Platinum. - 
% The was v i s i t e d .  The only major 

, change s ince  been t h e  removal of the  k $  ,23/' 

power u n i t  from t h e  dredge t o  a shes insta1:lation. The shore plant  \J$ has doubled t he  onrer  capacity of t h e  former dredge uni t .  
L J  .\ 8 ql 
\ r? The property was sa fe ty  cnecked and general conditiorls found 
9 excellent .  However, powder storage must be changed from the  t o o l  shed 

4; t o  a proper storage s i t e ,  Fk. Johnson of the  Goodnews Bay Kining Co. 
, s t a t ed  t h e  change would be made a t  once. 

y', 
5 $ The only prospector now in the  immediate platinum area  i s  

.si Ray Deardorf. 
\ 

Z -  - --- October 11 - Return t o  Bethel. 

October 12 - Bethel t o  Anchorage. -- 
A s top  was made at  Upper Gcmes Creek a t  the  camp of t h e  

Arthur Diorme had been injured a t  t h i s  
en 3:30 and 4:00 p.m. during construction 

operations on t he  new dredge. The accident occurred while moving 
t he  h u l l  of t h e  new dredge over t o  the  old dredge with a l i n e  and 
cat .  The l i n e  was fastened t o  t h e  s te rn  gantry of the dredge. On & t he  3rd pu l l ,  a &foot long 411X41f squeezed out f r o m  someplace (unknown) 
and h i t  Arthur Dionne on back of head. Weather conditions were such 

-4 a3 t o  prevent removal by plane u n t i l  2 days Later, a t  which time the 
man was flown t o  Fairbanks. A minor brain concussion was reported with 
the  man recovering. The accident was not a s  se r ious  a s  had been 

'\i reported a t  8ethel. 

The Innoko Dredging Company had not replenished its F i r s t  
h id  Gear a s  recormnended on the  examination of September 30th, but an 
order  was sent  i n  immediately a f t e r  t he  accident. 

October 13 - UI. - A t  Anchorage on o f f i c i a l  business. 

October 15 - A t r i p  was made t o  t h e  Willow Creek d i s t r i c t  t o  re-examine 
powder condit ions a t  t h e  Independence and Snowbird &Lines and ascer ta in  
i f  storage recor;.mendations had been f o l i o w ~ e  vl-t disclosed t h a t  

Gr, the  management of both proper t ies  had made no e f f o r t  t o  correct  
Lu,condi t ions  and appraently believed t h e  sa fe ty  r e c o m n d a t i o n s  would 

!$ not be enforced. Both managements were again warned and repor ts  writ ten.  



Copies are on f i l e  i n  t h e  Juneau Office of the  hpar tment  of E h e s .  

Octobe~: 16 - 17 - A t  Anchorage, -- 
It was reported in Juneau t o  Mr. B. D, Stewart,  Commissioner 

of Mines, .that l a rge  placer  copper discoveries had been made on 
on t h e  lower 'White River by tho  Fred Wann-Robert Eyers 

wmmUIII% . This company, ca l l ed  the was 
v i s i t e d  from August 12-15, 1949, by Kowar 
Mining Engineer, ~t t h a t  time, t h e  prospect pa r t y  had not v i s i t e d  
Kletsan Creek. 

bfr. Stewart s t a t ed  t h a t  t he  Pewabic llining Company had 
optioned t h e i r  claims t o  Vr. N o r m  St ines ,  wel l  known mining engineer, 
and t h a t  Mr .  S t ines  was now on Kletsan Creek d r i l l i n g  the  property with 
an 1 8  inch d r i l l .  Pip. Stewart suggested t h a t  a v i s i t  be paid 14r. 
Sti.nes on Kletsan Creek t o  see  what the  s i t ua t i on  t ne r e  was. 

October 1 8  - To Cordova v i a  P.N.A. 

October 19  - Cordova t o  Chit ina v i a  Cordova ~ i r  Service. --- 
October - 20 - To Iby Creek F ie ld  near McCartb. isngine t rouble  developed 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  leaving ];lay Creek F ie ld  f o r  Chisana. A re tu rn  t o  the  

\ f i e l d  was made. After  a small amount of r epa i r  work it was decided 

\ t o  re tu rn  the  sh ip  t o  Chit ina where nore adequate repa i r s  could be made. 

October 21  - Zeturn t o  Chitina. - 
\ h c t o b e r  22 - A t  Ghi t ina .  

i October - 23 - Repairs on t he  plane were apparently completed. Therefore, 
\! a second attempt t o  go t o  Kletsan Creek w a s  attempted. I&. Stirres had 
;? in fomed  cordova ~ i r - ~ e r v i c e  t h a t  he would have a landing s t r i p  marked 

out on Kletsan Creek. 

In  Skolai  Pass, engine t rouble  again developed. For a t h e  
it appeared t h a t  the  engine would f a i l  completely and because of thjs 
engine trouble,  no at tempt was made t o  reach Kletsan Creek. Instead,  
tho plcme was s e t  down a t  Chisana. ~ f t e r  a sho r t  check, it was 
decided t o  attempt a re tu rn  t o  Chit ina.  Upon a r r i v ing  again a t  the  
Way Creek Field,  enroute t o  Chi t ina ,  the  wr i t e r  discovered pieces of 
p i s ton  r ings  coming out  the  engine exhaust while t he  engine was being 
rewed ,  

A re tu rn  t o  Chit ina was made a f t e r  nominal r epa i r  work and 
tha  t r i p  t o  Kletsan Creek cancelled a s  no f u r t h e r  f l i g h t  i n t o  t h a t  
a rea  could be made by Cordova A i r  Service f o r  another week. 

October 24 - 25 - n t  Chitina. 

October 26 - Return t o  Cordova, 

October 27 - Return t o  Juneau v i a  P.N.A. -- 



October 28 - November 4 - A t  Juneau on o f f i c i a l  business. -- 
November 5 - To Poiso-, west of Duffield Peninsula on Chichagof -- 
I s l a n d  t o  inves t iga te  a reported limestone occurrence there,  

November 6 - Search disclosed a marbleized limestone one four th  of - - 
a mile south of t h e  entrance t o  Poison Cove t h a t  had been uncovered 
by a d i d e  on t he  beach. The d e p o s i t i s  small. The footwall  s i de  
has been intruded by a g r an i t i c  body and is cut  by numerous quartz 

3 s t r i n g e r s  and lenses  of varying widths up t o  4 f ee t .  A deep gulley 
$ 50 f e e t  south of t h e  s l i d e  shows broken blocks of marbleized lhnestone 
(\ i n  t he  g r an i t i c  in t rus ive .  The limestone a p w a r s  t o  be a good grade 
b 

."q but i s  only a rernenant of the o r ig ina l  bed a s  it has beer1 intruded 
'L. on t h e  footwall  side and eroded away on the  bay side.  The remaining 
'2: bloclc i s  about 100 f e e t  high, 200 L'eet Long, and 40 t o  50 f e e t  wide. 

' It does not show up elsewhere. It was therefore  concluded t h a t  t he  
body had no economic merit. 

November 2 - Return t o  Juneau. - 
fu ovember 8 - A t  Juneau. -- 
November 9 - Upon re turn t o  Juneau, it was discovered thal; the  f i e l d  - 
map of the  lhhoneg Mine was missing. A s  tile f in ished Lahoney mine 

$ mah was under preparation a t  t h e  time of the  Poison Cove t r i p ,  t he  
.' $ f i e l d  map was l e f t  on the d r a f t i ng  table ,  Possibly the  map was ' ' blown t o  the  f l o o r  and discarded by t he  jani tor .  a t  any r a t e ,  a 

$ t r i p  t o  Ketchikan was approved by M. B. 9. Stewart,  Conrmisvioner 
of f i ne s ,  f o r  a remapping of t h e  Lahoney kine s t ructures .  

November - - LO - k t  Ketchikan -- weathered in. 

November 11 - To Mahoney $line v i a  Ketchj-kan A i r  Service. -- 
November 12  - iieturn t o  Ketchikan. - 
November 13 - To Petersburg. 

November 14 - Return t o  Juneau. -- 
1,Iovember I..!+ - December 5 - A t  Juneau. - 
December 6 - Samples of high grade l i t h e r i t e  ( B ~ c o ~ )  and s h a l e r i t e  

6T.i- brought i n t o  the Juneau of f ice  of t h e  Department of Mines 
by 1J.r. &ck I-Jhitf i e l d  of Juneau. There samples or iginated on Kriu 1 and Keku Islarlds and according t o  1.b. Whitfield, l a rge  deposits-of 
both have been found by him. The sphaler i te ,  according t o  143'. 4 + Whitfield, ca r r ied  minable araounts of gallium, and cadmium. 

Ph 
'4 tX P r i o r  t o  the  request  f o r  a Department of Mines examination, 

Pir. Whitfield requested a U .S. Bureau of Mines examination. The 
Bureau made t he  examination but d id  not s a t i s f y  lir. Whitfield. For 



t h a t  reason, a t  t h e  request  of Hr. Whitfielcl, a t r i p  t o  Kake was 
made on December 6th. 

Eecemlser 7 - On - and, opposite the end of the  westernmost 
, of t h e  Keku Isle-st longitude and 560551 North l a t i t u d e ,  

s eve ra l  narrow i r r e g u l a r  s t r i nge r s  of bar i t e  with admixed wi ther i t e  
\ a r e  exposed on t h e  beach. Short sect ions  of these  s t r ingers ,  

general ly  l e s s  than 4 f e e t  i n  length  and with widths usual ly  under 9 1 inch, a re  of pine wi ther i te .  A l l  of tnese s t r i nge r s  a re  very 
t, i r r e g u l a r  and few can be traced over 20 fee t .  None have any 
$i possible economic importance. iio evidence of mineralization wbs 
f$ found above hign t i d e  mark because of the  overburden present. 
I( The country rock here i s  a highly folded s l a t e  and sch i s t  with 

some narrow bands o,f limestone. 
".I 
% 

December 8 - Seventy l i v e  yards ea s t  of the  above occurrence, a 6.5 
foot  sligKtly mineralized vein with s t r i ke  il 20° i, and d ip  2Z0 b 'b was exposed on a c l i f f  face  overlookin< the  beach. A t  t h e  time of 
the v i s i t  bir. Whitf ield 'lad done v i r t u a l l y  no work on the  outcrop 
and not enough was exposed t o  determine the  t r u e  s t r i ke ,  dip,  o r  
width. The major i ty  of t he  day was spent i n  exposing tne  s t ruc ture  
su f f i c i en t l y  well f o r  sampling purposes. 'I'he vein was of p r inc ipa l ly  
quartz with a small amount of py r i t e  and sphaler i te .  The country 
rock i s  limestone and sch i s t .  6 s a p l e  cut showed no cadrxium, no 
gallium, a t r ace  of gold and s i l v e r ,  and 1.20 percent zinc. 

of spha le r i t e  on the  western end of the-+ U C Q  fiC\ 

t h e  s were investigated.  This i s  a t e f 3 1 3 ~ n _ )  -_- 
north l a t i t ude .  These s t r i n g e r s  a r e  a-1- 

and without continuity.  The widths vary from 
t o  kidneys of nearly 6 inches. They -are 

several  d e l e r i t e  dikes i n  t h e  area  and t he  
derived from them. None of these  

exposures has any economic importance.  side f r o n  t he  narrow, 
veins, t h e  deposits  a r e  almost e n t i r e l y  

fl.ooded a t  high t i d e .  No exposures of merit were located above t h e  
high t;ide mark. Samples cut  showed no gold, s i l v e r ,  cadmium, o r  
gallium. 

$December 10 - I n  a cove on the north side of one of t he  Kelcu I s l e t s ,  
\ -54t30l1 North l a t i t u d e  and 133O5913OH west longitude, Pb. 
L Jh i t f i e ld  has discovered a shor t  s t r inger  t h a t  shows a 2 inch width 
$i wieheri te f o r  a distance of about 5 f e e t  and then widens t o  about 
9 o n e  foo t  of impure ba r i t e .  The exposure i s  covered a t  high t ide .  

There i s  no p o s s i b i l i t y  of any economic importance i n  t he  deposit ' and Mr. Whitfield was advised t o  drop it. The country rock here i s  ' limestone, s ch i s t  ,and shale. 

On none of t h e  prospects exanined was there  mineralization 
of consequence. 

December U - A t  Kake, Xeathered in .  -- 



December 12 - Return t o  Juneau. 

December 13-16 - A t  Juneau 
/ 

Qecemher 17 - Because powder storage conditions at t h e  Snoribircl --- 
and Independence Mines i n  the  Willow Creek d i s t r i c t  were considered 
extremely dangerous, and because it was real ized t h a t  t he  repeated 
warnings already given the  companies had been ignored, Xr. 3. D. 
Stewart,  Commissioner of Pines, suggested t ha t  a re-exanination 
of those  proper t ies  be rmde. For t h a t  reason a r e tu rn  t o  Ar1c)lorage 
was made on December 17th. 

December 18 - 19 - A t  Anchorage. 

December 20 - To Palmer via Alaska L'2ailroad, - 
\ --- December 21 - Exa.mination of t he  5Lowbird Mine disclosed t h a t  no 

is%mmzer* <y attempt had been made t o  cor rec t  h&%??%ous powder storage conditions. ' Mr. P h i l  Holdsworth, superintendent of the  :;nowbird Line, s t a t e d  t ha t  
q ,  Mr. Cappy Faroe of Anchorage had given him ins t ruc t ions  t o  ignore 
'v t h e  past  warnings 'out t h a t  he personally wanted it moved. He fu r the r  
k s t a t e d  t h a t  Mr. Faroe now believed t h a t  they would not be forced t o  
$u '?hove it because of winter snow conditions. 
d 
2 M r .  Holdsworth was advised t ha t  winter  snow would not " 

prevent t h e  removal of the  powder and t h a t  the  previous warnings 
would be enforced. M r .  Faroe was contacted a t  Anchorage but refused 
t o  agree t o  having t h e  powder moved. 

A memorandum repor t  w a s  writ ten and sen t  t o  1 2 .  B. D. 
Stewart f o r  Department of Mines f i l e s .  Also, a not ice  was sen t  t o  
the  Snowbird Mine management i n  which a deadline of January 4, 1950, 
was s e t  f o r  correct ive  measures t o  be taken. h copy was sen t  t o  
Juneau f o r  Department of Mines files. 

The Independence Kine was a l s o  v i s i t e d  on Decenber 21, 
1949. The Independence liline appeared t o  be attempting t o  el iminate 
hazardous conditions a t  the  property. In cooperation with t h e  
mnagement, a s a t i s f ac to ry  powder storage s i t e  was f i n a l l y  se lec ted  
and work s t a r t ed  on t he  moval. 

----Q 

A repor t  was wri t ten  on t h i s  emxinat ion and sent  t o  Juneau 
f o r  t h e  Department of $lines f i l e s .  

Decernber 22- Return t o  Anchorage, --- 
December 23 -A - k t  Anchorage. 

*hDecenber 27 - 1;k. 8. D. Stewart, Commissioner of l.lines, f e l t  t h a t  an 
addi t ional  atternpt t o  v i s i t  it&. Norman St ines  d r i l l i n g  program a t  

+$letsin Creek on t h e  lower \ k i t e  River was warranted. Therefore, a 
kb t r i p  .to Cordova was made with connections t o  Chit ina on tile Copper 

Hiver. 

December 28 - A t  Chitina.  

-11.- 



December 29 - An at tempt  was made t o  reach Kletsan Creek on t h e  -- '$) White River but i t  w a s  found t h a t  t h e  a rea  was completely fogged 
in. Therefore, the  p i l o t  continued t o  Chisana. Inasmuch as the  

[p%emperature was 55 degrees below zero, it was not p r a c t i c a l  t o  
attempt t o  reach I{letsan Creek from Chisana with dogs. For those  
reasons t h e  t r i p  was cancelled and a r e t u r n  t o  Cordova made. 

December 30 - Return t o  Anchorage. 

- -- December 31 - January 6 - A t  Anchorage on o f f i c i a l  business. 

January 7 - A t r i p  t o  P a h e r  was made preparatory t o  an exanunation 
of  t h e  Snowbird Mine. Inasmuch as t h i s  property has been repeatedly  
warned a s  t o  i t s  dangerous powder storage condit ions,  t h i s  t r i p  was 
made t o  asder ta in  i f  those  condit ions had been corrected.  

J a n u a r y  - Inves t iga t ion  of t h e  Snowb&d ,Wins disc losed that no -- 
a t t e n p t  had been made t o  correc t  t h e  h a z x s  condit ions of powder 

, s to rage  previously noted. ldr. Cappy Faroe, of ~nchorage ,  one of the  
Snowbird backers a r r i v e d  at  t h e  property a t  t h e  time of t h e  w r i t e r ' s  
v i s i t .  Irlasruuch as lir. Faroe had ins t ruc ted  W. Holdsworth t o  dis-  
regard  t n e  Department of Mines i n s t r u c t i o n s  regarding powder s torage ,  

s , ~ , t n i s  appeared t o  be a good time t o  have a complete understandi-lg on 
t h e  i s sue .  

D 
"T It was pointed out t o  Mr. Faroe t h a t  h i s  company was paying 

very high insurance r a t e s  t o  McDonald and Company of S e a t t l e  f o r  a b 
pro tec t ion  t h a t  they were not ge t t ing .  If the  Snowbird Mine had an 
accident  t h a t  was caused by improper powder s torage  and t h e  insurance 
inves t iga to r  found t h a t  they had been repeatedly warned by t h e  
Department of  Nines, t h e  insurancb company might then r e f u s e  t o  make - 

payment of claims. Fir. Faroe considered t h i s  aspect  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
f o r  a few minutes and decided t h a t  the  powder should be moved. To 
t h i s  end, ins t ruct ior ls  were given t o  Mr. P h i l  Holdswortk. 

-' January 9 - Return t o  Anchorage. 

January 1 0  - iieturn t o  Juneau. -- 
January 11 - 16 - A t  Juneau - 
January  17 - Upon i n s t r u c t i o n s  from 1.b. Leo H ,  Saare la ,  Commissioner - 
of Mines, a t r i p  was made t o  Ketchikan t o  inventory t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  
Department of Mines Assay Office the re .  

January 1 8  - 25 - A t  Ketchikan. -- 
O January  26 - Because 15r. Van llroore of Ketchikan had done a small amount 
?of t r enchf ig  near t h e  Hahoney tunne l  t h a t  he thought; might be of 
\;' ass i s t ance  i n  studying t h a t  s t r u c t u r e ,  a t r i p  t o  the  >ta ,Was 
% made. Examination disc losed t h a t  a small s l i d e  had b e  

excavations of Moore and no examination was possible.  



January 27 - 31 - At Ketchikan - 
February -- 1 - Return to Juneau. 



Chichagsf I s l a n d  (poison Cove) ....... 9 

Flat ....... Happy Creek ( ~ o h n  Bauquier) 4 
idil low Creek ( ~ a t t o n  & Turner ) .  ... 4 
?Jorth America? Gold G r e d g i ~ g  Co. .. 5 

Goodnews Bay Yining Co. (Pl*t inuq)  ... 7 

Hubbard & PcFarlhnd Dredge (Ganes C r .  ) 3 

Independence Pines  illow ow Creek). ..... 7 

Innoko Dredging Co . (upper Ganes C r .  ) . 2-7 

L i t t l e  Creek 3 

Yiscovich,John & G e o . ( ~ o o m a n  via 0 . .  1 
Ruby 

New York Alaska Gold 1Ylng.Co. (~yac; ) .  . 6 

I ... Pewabic P in ing  Co. ( ~ l e t s a n  Creek) 8 
L .  

! 

....... 1 Rosander & Reed, Yankee Creek- 3 

: .  .. Snowbird Mine (Palaer) ..*.*.......... 7-11-12 
" .& 1. -  

Trail Creek Proper ty ,  Ruby .........* 2 
(1vttr Johnson & Co;)  - 

2 - .  'I - - k - - - (-- . += 1 A 

t . , I  


