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E X S U ~  OF 1363 FIELD INVESTIGATIONS & 
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M I N I N G  ACTIVITY I N  THIRD AND 
SECTION OF FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICE 

F i e l d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  by t h e  Mining S e c t i o n  dur ing  t h e  p a s t  season  were 

r e t a r d e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  by heavy l a t e  w i n t e r  and e a r l y  s p r i n g  s n o w f a l l s  i n  t h e  

mountainous r e g i o n s  on s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  Alaska Range, The l a t e  r u n - o f f s  and 

r a i n y  per iods  k e p t  s t reams  a t  f l o o d  s t a g e  most of t h e  season,  making r i v e r  b a r  

l a n d i n g s  hazardous  and c a n c e l l e d  p l a n s  t o  examine a  number o f  p r o s p e c t s  and 

e x p l o r a t i o n  v e n t u r e s .  

SEWARD QUADRANGLE 

R e s u r r e c t i o n  Creek A= 

A t r i p  was made June 7 t h  t o  t h e  Hope D i s t r i c t  t o  i n s p e c t  and observe  

t h e  "off-shore"  s u c t i o n  dredge o p e r a t i o n .  Th is  equipment was b u i l t  i n  t h e  

Anchorage D i s t r i c t  l a s t  w i n t e r  by t h e  Ken M a r t i n  Excavat ing and Dredging 

Company. Well b u i l t ,  t h e  equipment i s  s e l f  p r o p e l l e d  and "amphibious". The 

a l l  s t e e l ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  h u l l  i s  abou t  30 f e e t  long  and 1 8  f e e t  wide, w i t h  

s l u i c e  l i n e s  on each s i d e  runn ing  f u l l  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  h u l l .  The " f i n e s "  from 

an  unc le rcur re~ t t  a r e  removed from s l u i c e  l i n e s  and e l e v a t e d  t o  a  4 deck v i b r a -  

t i n g  s c r e e n  mounted on deck a t  s t e r n  of b o a t ;  a l l  t a i l i n g s  a r e  d i scharged  a t  

t h e  end. The 20 t o  30 f o o t ,  1 0  i n c h  d iamete r  s u c t i o n  p ipe ,  i s  r a i s e d  and I 
lowered a s  r e q u i r e d  by s t e e l  c a b l e  r i g g i n g  a t  bow of b o a t .  High p r e s s u r e  

w a t e r  j e t s  e l e v a t e  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w i t h  a  " s p l i t t e r "  p l a t e  d i v e r t i n g  t h e  g r a v e l s  

t o  t h e  s l u i c e  l i n e s .  The "scuba diver" ,  swinging t h e  s u c t i o n  l i n e  a s  r e q u i r e d ,  

i s  i n  c o n s t a n t  touch  w i t h  o p e r a t o r .  Amply powered, a l l  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  dredge 

a r e  ''push b u t t o n "  c o n t r o l l e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r o l s  mounted on one panel  i n  t h e  

p i l o t  house. There  a r e  s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h r e e  men on t h e  c r a f t .  

A t  t i m e  of v i s i t ,  t h e  dredge was "beached" about  1% m i l e  nor thwest  o f  

Hope; t h e  h igh  winds and waves were t o o  s t r o n g  f o r  boat: t o  hold  i t s  anchorage.  

The owner r e p o r t e d  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  equipment a t  mouth o f  R e s u r r e c t i o n  Creek f o r  

s h o r t  p e r i o d ;  t h e  m a t e r i a l  was l a r g e l y  b o u l d e r s  t o o  l a r g e  t o  handle ,  and t h e  



smal l  amount of s m a l l  g r a v e l  and sand brought  up c a r r i e d  no a p p r e c i a b l e  amounts 

of gold .  

With winds dying down a  few days l a t e r ,  t h e  equipment was moved t o  a  p o i n t  

about  1% m i l e  o f f s h o r e  from mouth of S ix  Mi le  Creek, which i s  s i t u a t e d  about  10 

m i l e s  t o  t h e  east: o f  Hope where t h e  dredge was o p e r a t e d  f o r  a  day o r  two w i t h  

d i scourag ing  r e s u l t s .  A t e n t a t i v e  o f f e r  from a  h o l d e r  of a n  Off-Shore Pros-  

p e c t i n g  Permit  i n  t h e  Nome r e g i o n  d i d  n o t  mature  and equipment was moved back 

t o  Anchorage. It i s  n o t  known whether M r .  ~ a r t i n l s  p l a n  t o  b u i l d  a l a r g e r  and 

h e a v i e r  "dreclge" h a s  been under taken.  The o r i g i n a l  dredge i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  'nave 

c o s t  $10,000.00 t o  b u i l d  and equip .  The go ld  s a v i n g  system seems adequa te  but 

t h e r e  was n o t  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  check i t s  e f f i c i e n c y .  

No p l a c e r  a c t i v i t y  was noted on Car l  e l a r k ' s  R e s u r r e c t i o n  Creek p roper ty ,  

l o c a t e d  about 4 m i l e s  upst ream from Hope, a l though  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  

l e a s e  had been g i v e n  two men who planned a d r a g l i n e  o p e r a t i o n .  No i n f o r m a t i o n  

concerning t h e  outcome of t h i s  v e n t u r e  h a s  been ob ta ined .  

A t r i p  was made t o  upst ream end of  t h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n  Creek road b e f o r e  

l e av ing  the a r e a *  Two men (week-enders) were mining a low and narrow r i g h t  

l i m i t  bench j u s t  below mouth o f  t h e  canyon. A smal l  " s lack  l i n e "  s c r a p e r  was 

be ing  used t o  feed  a n  e l e v a t e d  ''long-tom" t y p e  s l u i c e  box. Value o f  go ld  r e -  

covered i s  n o t  known, 

Dahl P l a c e r  P r o p e r t y  

On June 8 t h  a  h a l f  a  day was s p e n t  on t h e  o l d  Dahl P l a c e r  P r o p e r t y  l o c a -  

t e d  on Canyon Creek a t  Mi le  48, Seward-Anchorage Highway. The p r o p e r t y  as a  

whole was gone o v e r  w i t h  Robert  Newcomb who acqu i red  t h e  p r o p e r t y  from L, McGee 

i n  1961. The owners immediate problem was t o  "prove" t o  t h e  U.S. F o r e s t r y  t*? 4/1 

people  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  h a s  merit a s  a  p l a c e r  d e p o s i t  o f  economic i n t e r e s t .  I 
That Government Agency contends  i t  does n o t ,  T h e i r  c o n t e n t i o n  i s  based upon 

u s e  of h i g h l y  q u e s t i o n a b l e  and unaccep tab le  sampl ing and e v a l u a t i o n  methods 

employed by t h e i r  e n g i n e e r s  who obv ious ly  have no p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  background. 



While t o t a l  p roduc t ion  from t h i s  o l d  mining camp is  cons idered  g r e a t l y  

exaggerated,  t h e  a r e a  M r .  Newcomb had s e l e c t e d  t o  t e s t  by smal l  s c a l e  h y d r a u l i c  

o p e r a t i o n  may be found t o  c a r r y  enough v a l u e s  t o  be of i n t e r e s t  t o  him. P lans  

f o r  mining t h i s  s e c t i o n  were d i scussed ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  known whether  he  h a s  

been p e n n i t t e d  t o  c a r r y  them ou t .  

S h e l l  P l a c e r  P r o p e r t y  

Work on t h i s  p roper ty ,  s i t u a t e d  on tfbenches ' t  of  M i l l s  Creek, abou t  4 m i l e s  

upstream from i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Canyon Creek, was l i m i t e d  t o  assessment  work 
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l a t e r  i n  t h e  season.  It was n o t  v i s i t e d .  

Other  A c t i v i t y  - Seward-Anchorage Highway Region - 
Time of t h i s  f i e l d  t r i p  was t o o  e a r l y  i n  t h e  season  f o r  Annual Assessment 

work t o  be s t a r t e d  on go ld-quar tz  p r o s p e c t s  i n  mountainous a r e a s  o f  t h a t  region.  

I n  t h e  M i l e  54 a r e a  f o u r  men a r e  known t o  have s p e n t  p a r t  of t h e  summer on 

two groups of c l a i m s  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  Canyon Creek w i t h  p o r t a b l e  

s u c t i o n  dredge (Scuba) equipment. Vahue o f  t h e i r  gold  r e c o v e r y  i s  n o t  known 

bu t  es t imated  t o  be  l i m i t e d  t o  a few hundred d o l l a r s .  

One p r o s p e c t o r  i s  known t o  have s p e n t  two months i n  t h e  Por tage  d i s t r i c t  

p r o s p e c t i n g  f o r  go ld -quar tz ,  and two t o  t h r e e  months i n  t h e  Bi rd  S t a t i o n  t o  

I n d i a n  Creek a r e a  s e a r c h i n g  (wi thout  s u c c e s s  t o  d a t e )  f o r  t h e  lode  s o u r c e  of 

c i n n a b a r  t h a t  i s  found from t i m e . t o  t ime i n  t h e  s t reams  and gu lches  i n  t h a t  

a r e a ,  He p l a n s  t o  con t inue  p r o s p e c t i n g  b o t h  a r e a s  a g a i n  nex t  season.  

Gateway Development Corpora t ion  

An October 1 6 t h  news i t e m  i n  t h e  Anchorage D a i l y  Times r e p o r t e d  t h e  Seward 

C i t y  Council had g r a n t e d  t h e  Gateway Development Corporat ion,  Wm. Knaack, 

P r e s i d e n t ,  a  1 0  y e a r  l e a s e  on a one square  m i l e  a r e a ,  s i t u a t e d  on ' the  e a s t  

s l o p e s  of E f t .  Marathon. This t r a c t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  o l d  Bwownell p a t e n t e d  home- 

s t e a d ,  upon which a  35 f o o t  s h a f t  was sunk on a wide q u a r t z  v e i n ,  and s e v e r a l  

short: a d i t s  were d r i v e n  many y e a r s  ago. The v e i n  c a r r i e s  a l i t t l e  gold  b u t  t o  



d a t e  t h e  v a l u e s  found have been t o o  low t o  be of economic i n t e r e s t .  The s h a f t  

i s  about  450 f e e t  from t h e  High School. The mining p r o p e r t y  i s  known a s  t h e  

L a s t  Chance, and was examined i n  September, 1957. The Gateway o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  

o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  "mine gold,  s i l v e r ,  and o t h e r  minerals" .  

Alaska B a r i t e  Company 

A bright: s p o t  f o r  t h e  Seward economy i s  t h e  p l a n s  o f  t h a t  Tacoma, Wash- 

ington,  company which c a l l  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of a  B a r i t e  m i l l i n g  p l a n t  a t  Seward 

which i s  t o  be completed b e f o r e  nex t  s p r i n g .  S i t e  f o r  t h e  p l a n t  h a s  been ac -  

q u i r e d  and i t :  i s  planned t o  be a y e a r  around o p e r a t i o n .  Source of t h e i r  b a r i t e  

o r e  w i l l  be from a n  i s l a n d  d e p o s i t  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Alaska,  which they have 

a c q u i r e d  and w i l l  be barged t o  Seward. Th is  v e n t u r e  w i l l  f i l l  a  l o n g  f e l t  

n.eed and w i l l  be a b l e  t o  supp ly  t h e  o i l  and gas d r i l l i n g  o p e r a t o r s  t h e  "ileavy 

mud" a t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  reduced p r i c e  l anded  a t  t h e  d r i l l  s i t e .  

G r a n i t e  Mine - 
During p e r i o d  from mid J u l y  t o  e a r l y  September a n  e f f o r t  was made by a n  

Anchorage r e s i d e n t  t o  reopen t h i s  o l d  go ld-quar tz  p r o p e r t y .  The p r o p e r t y  i s  

s i t u a t e d  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  and n e a r  t h e  head o f  P o r t  Wel ls ,  between Hobo Bay 
,, 3 3 

J,..i. 
a.nd Har r i son  Lagoon. The i n i t i a l  o b j e c t i v e  was t o  t r e a t  presumed o l d  h i g h -  :, 

grade g o l d - s i l v e r  c o n c e n t r a t e s ,  l e f t  by p r e v i o u s  o p e r a t o r s ,  t o  o b t a i n  funds  

t o  c a r r y  on a  mine development program. Through f a i l u r e  to sys te rmnat ica l ly  

sample t h e  c o n c e n t r a t e s  t o  determine t h e i r  a c t u a l  v a l u e  and have m e t a l l u r g i c a l  

t e s t s  made t o  de te rmine  p roper  t r e a t m e n t  and equipment r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  v e n t u r e  

was doomed from t h e  s t a r t  and abandoned a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  boss t o  t h o s e  involved.  

A crew of f i v e  worlced on t h e  p r o j e c t .  A D i v i s i o n  of Mines & Minera l s  g e o l o g i s t  

s p e n t  two days on t h e  p r o p e r t y  mapping t h e  o l d  mine workings.  

ANCHOMGE , VALDEZ , AND N U E  SNA QUADRANGLES -- 
Sheep Mountain 

During p e r i o d  of June  2 7 t h  t o  3 0 t h  a  t h r e e  and a  h a l f  day t r i p  was made' 

t o  C h i t i n a ,  Valdez,  and Slana.  The n i g h t  of t h e  2 7 t h  was s p e n t  a t  Sheep M t .  1 



where George and Wil l iam Fennimore were t r e n c h i n g  and t r a c i n g  ou t  a s e c t i o n  of 

one of t h e  g y p s i f e r o u s  a r e a s  on t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  h a s  an  a s  ye t  u n d e r t e r n i n e d  

amount of pure  a l a b a s t e r .  A sample shows i t  t o  be good c a r v i n g  m a t e r i a l .  

C h i t i n a  Area 

A t  C h i t i n a  t h e  nex t  day, a  p rea r ranged  t r i p  scheduled t o  examine t h e  s i l -  

e r - l e a d - c o p p e r - b a r i t e  p rospec t  o f  Ne i l  Finnesands  i n  t h e  Kots ina  River  d i s t r i c t  

was postponed u n t i l  l a t e  J u l y  o r  August on a d v i c e  o f  P i l o t  Knudson, due t o  

l a t e  snows s t i l l  cover ing  t h e  o u t c r o p s  and t h e  r i v e r  be ing  a t  f lood  s t a g e .  

Valdez Area - 
I n  Valdez l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  June 2 8 t h  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no 

one known t o  be ou t ,  o r  were p l a n n i n g  t o  p r o s p e c t  i n  t h e  Valdez-Pr ince  W i l l i a m  

Sound r e g i o n  t h i s  year .  

L a t e r  i n  t h e  season,  however, Car l  W. A ldr idge  submi t t ed  some samples  he  &,>./[L 
'4, 

had taken  from t h e  o l d  Peabody Copper Company prospec t  a t  head o f  S u l f i d e  Gulch, 

a  promotional v e n t u r e  o f  55 o r  60 (?)  years ago. He r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h e  could  s e e  

o n l y  t r a c e s  o f  copper  m i n e r a l i z a t i o n  i n  o l d  t r e n c h e s  and open c u t s ;  t h e r e  w a s  

no copper v i s i b l e  i n  specimen h e  submi t t ed .  Mouth o f  S u l f i d e  Gulch i s  on 

s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  Loew River  a t  m i l e  8 on t h e  Richardson Highway, and 4 o r  5 

m i l e s  up t h e  gu lch  t o  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  "prospect". 

S l a n a  Region 

A t  S lana on  J u n e  29th ,  e n r o u t e  t o  a c c e p t  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t  t h e  Bear 

Creek Mining company's e x p l o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  a t  Orange H i l l  i n  t h e  Nabesna a r e a ,  

t h e  d i s t r i c t  S t a t e  Highway s u p e r v i s o r  adv i sed  t h a t  it would be 4 o r  5 days  , ! d?g~~ '  
b e f o r e  t h e  f l o o d  damage t o  t h e  Nabesna Road could  be r e p a i r e d  and r e a d i e d  f o r  

t r a f f i c .  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  Orange H i l l  t r i p  was postponed t o  a  l a t e r  d a t e  

and r e t u r n e d  t o  Anchorage t h e  fo l lowing  day. 

Those ques t ioned  a t  S lana  had no knowledge of p r o s p e c t o r s  be ing  a c t i v e  

i n  d i s t r i c t .  No work was known t o  be planned f o r  t h e  G r a n i t e  Creek copper-  

i r o n  p rospec t  o f  Wrn. Wallace,  which i s  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  upstream from i t s  con- 



f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  S lana  River .  The d i s t r i c t  Highway s u p e r v i s o r  adv i sed  t h a t  it  

looked l i k e  t h e  bfentasta Lake-Sla te  Creek Access Road was no t  going t o  be  

s t a r t e d  t h i s  season,  and t h a t  t h e  Valdez Creek Access Road chances were t h e  same. 

Checking w i t h  t r a d e r s  and o t h e r s  a l o n g  t h e  Highway, none knew of  any p r o s -  

p e c t i n g  v e n t u r e s  be ing  planned by i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o r  of anyone being o u t  i n  t h e  

f i e l d  a t  t h a t  t ime ;  i t  seemed t o  be t h e i r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  l a t e  snows and gen- 

e r a l  f lood  s t a g e s  o f  r i v e r s  were t h e  r e t a r d i n g  f a c t o r s ,  so  f a r  a s  t h e  Copper 

River  d ra inage  system was concerned.  

AN CHORAGEgUADRANGLE -- 
Willow Creek Dis t r ic t  

During p e r i o d  of J u l y  9 t h  t o  1 2 t h  a  f i e l d  t r i p  was made t o  t h i s  p a s t  

h i g h l y  p r o d u c t i v e  go ld-quar tz  a r e a .  Accompanied by Gordon Herre id ,  Chief  

Geolog i s t  o f  t h e  Mines Branch, D i v i s i o n  o f  Mines & Minera l s9  i t  was recon-  

n a i s s a n c e  i n  n a t u r e  and M r .  H e r r e i d ' s  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

Two days were s p e n t  i n  t h e  Grubstake Gulch a r e a ,  l a r g e l y  i n  v i c i n i t y  of 

t h e  BDS & W company's go ld -quar tz  p rospec t .  A 2 t o n  p e r  2 4  hours  Gibson 

amalgamation m i l l  had j u s t  been rece ived ,  and p r e p a r a t i o n s  were be ing  macle 

f o r  i t s  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  Th is  equipment was o b t a i n e d  f o r  b u l k  sampling t h e  v e i n  

exposed i n  a  30 f o o t  t r ench ,  which c o n t a i n s  a  good percen tage  of f a i r l y  c o a r s e  

gold .  P lans  o f  t h e  owners f o r  t h e  season  inc luded  ex tend ing  known l e n g t h  o f  

t h e  v e i n  by t r e n c h i n g  and open c u t  work. T h i s  d i s t r i c t s  s c h i s t  b e l t  w a r r a n t s  

more s t u d y  and d e t a i l e d  mapping t h a n  h a s  been done t o  da te .  

A h a l f  day was devoted t o  s t u d y  o f  t h e  mine workings and s u r f i c i a l .  geology 4 
4 3  

of  Aage h an son's I Ja lve r ine  go ld-quar tz  p r o p e r t y .  The owner was ex tend ing  a  1 $,6'C 
d r i f t ,  l o c a t e d  30 f e e t  from p o r t a l  o f  t h e  lower a d i t ,  w e s t e r l y  t o  i n t e r s e c t  

f-$ 

and d r i f t  beyond t h e  Gulch f a u l t .  T h i s  p r o p e r t y  a d j o i n s  t h a t  of t h e  Willow 

Creelc Mines on t h e  west .  

The b a l a n c e  o f  t h a t  day was devoted t o  s t u d y  o f  t h e  fo rmat ion  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  

from t h e  Wolverine t o  p o i n t  1 m i l e  beyond t h e  o l d  Gold B u l l i o n  m i l l  s i t e .  



The o l d  B r a s s e l  go ld -quar tz  p roper ty ,  l o c a t e d  on s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  C r a i g i e  
I 5) 

II 5s-'" Creek-Purchase  Creek d i v i d e ,  was n o t  v i s i t e d  a s  t h e  owners were a b s e n t .  Now ;, 
h e l d  by Bronson and France, mining and m i l l i n g  equipment h a s  been purchased and 

d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  

@ALY QUADRANGLE 

Denal i  Highway Region 

The p e r i o d  of J u l y  2 5 t h  t o  3 1 s t  was devoted t o  a r e a s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Kigh- 

way. With P i l o t  Denny Thompson, o p e r a t o r  of t h e  S u s i t n a  Lodge F ly ing  Serv ice ,  

based a t  mi le  78, a b s e n t  on emergency f l i g h t  t o  Anchorage, J u l y  2 6 t h  r e t u r n  was de- 

layed u n t i l  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  28th .  A day was s p e n t  on a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  

s t u d y  o f  t h e  mountain  ranges  t o  n o r t h  and s o u t h  o f  t h e  Highway, between S u s i t -  

na Lodge and Cantwel l .  

The range t o  t h e  s o u t h  h a s  a  heavy gossan  from upper  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  s o i l  

cover t o  r i d g e  c r e s t  o v e r  most o f  t h e  a r e a  between Mile  122 t o  Mile 142. The 

fo rmat ion  i s  cons idered  t o  be m o s t l y  fe r rugenous  sediments ,  some v o l c a n i c s ,  

and no doubt, some g r a n i t i c  s t o c k s  and v a r i e d  d i k e s ,  While t h e  gossan  may be 

l a r g e l y  from t h e  sed iments  i t  i s  a l i k e l y  l o o k i n g  a r e a  f o r  p r o s p e c t i n g  and 

appears  t o  be reasonably  easy o f  a c c e s s ,  

The Alaska Range t o  t h e  n o r t h  has  numerous gossan covered a r e a s  a l o n g  

i t s  sou thern  s l o p e s ,  which may b e  s u r f a c e  s i g n a l s  of s u l f i d e  m i n e r a l i z a t i o n .  

The numerous i n t r u s i v e s  i n t o  t h e  o l d e r  s c h i s t s  and metamorphosed sed iments  

a r e  encouraging a r e a s  t o  p r o s p e c t ,  b u t  t h e i r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  i s  much more d i f -  

f i c u l t .  G l a c i e r s  cover  a good d e a l  o f  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  hea.vy snows remain 

l a t e r  i n t o  t h e  s e a s o n  t h a n  on t h e  lower Mountains t o  t h e  sou th .  

Val-dez Creek Drainage Area P l a c e r s  

On r e t u r n  o f  P i l o t  Thompson l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  of J u l y  28 th ,  f l i g h t  t o  Rusty 

Creek was made t h a t  evening t o  t h e  p l a c e r  p r o p e r t y  or' Toms, Saunders,  and 

Henderson. Th is  l e f t  l i m i t  t r i b u t a r y  j o i n s  Valdez Creek about 8 m i l e s  up- 

s t r e a n  from Dena l i .  Most of t h e  fo l lowing  clay was s p e n t  going over  t h e  



p r o p e r t y  w i t h  Saunders and Henderson. P e r i o d i c  e f f o r t s  t o  mine t h e  p r o p e r t y  

have been made but none of them have been p r o f i t a b l e .  There i s  no evidence 

t h a t  any one has  t e s t e d  t h e  ground s y s t e ~ m a t i c a l l y  t o  determine whether  a  

s u f f i c i e n t  yardage w i t h  v a l u e s  of economic i n t e r e s t  was a v a i l a b l e .  

The owners had r e p a i r e d  t h e  o l d  d i t c h l i n e  and l a i d  a  2,000 f o o t  p i p e l i n e ,  

completed a  few days b e f o r e  t h e  v i s i t ,  u s i n g  1 4  inch  s l i p - j o i n t  p ipe  a t  t h e  

penstock reduced t o  1 0  i n c h  d iamete r  a t  t h e  g i a n t .  Using a 5 inch  n o z z l e  and 

a  "poss ib le"  180 f o o t  head, t h e  w a t e r  a v a i l a b l e  l i m i t e d  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  head t o  

about  100 f e e t .  With l a r g e  subangula r  b o u l d e r s  a b u n d a n t , t h i s  ground can no t  
f 

be worked wi thou t  u s e  of a d r a g l i n e  a n d / o r  dozer equipment t o  remove them. 

Improperly anchored,  t h e  p i p e l i n e  was g r a d u a l l y  c r e e p i n g  down t h e  s l o p e  

and t h e  water  was tu rned  o f f  a s  t h e  l i n e  p a r t e d ,  The owners were adv i sed  t o  

c o n c e n t r a t e  on a  t e s t i n g  program b e f o r e  any f u r t h e r  e f f o r t  i s  made t o  ge t  t h e  

a d d i t i o n a l  equipment needed t o  work t h e  p roper ty .  

Three hours  were s p e n t  on Me1 Walls  p l a c e r  p r o p e r t y  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  

J u l y  29th.  Work h e r e  was l i m i t e d  t o  e x c a v a t i o n  o f  a d i t c h  l i n e  t o  i n c r e a s e  

t h e  water  supp ly  f o r  t h e i r  planned h y d r a u l i c  o p e r a t i o n .  T h i s  p r o p e r t y  i s  6 m i l e s  
4 $ I 1,' from t h e  highway and i s  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  l e f t  l i m i t s  of  Valdez Creek about  3 / 4  kqh 

m i l e  below Denal i .  It seems d o u b t f u l  t h a t  any mining o p e r a t i o n  w i l l  be p rac -  

t i c a l  o r  cons idered  u n t i l  such t ime  a s  a  6 m i l e  m i n i n g  Access Road h a s  been 

completed from t h e  hi.ghway. Funds were r e p o r t e d  a v a i l a b l e  e a r l y  l a s t  summer 

f o r  t h e  road, b u t  no s t a r t  was made by t h e  Highway Department. 

T imber l ine  Gold-Quar=roperty 

Lyle B o t t s  w a s  c o n t a c t e d  a t  Wal ls  p roper ty .  He adv ised  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r s  

Assessment Work on t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  a t  head o f  Timber l ine  Creek was devoted t o  I\ 

c r o s s c u t t i n g  t h e  5 o r  6 v e i n s  on s u r f a c e  a t  s e v e r a l  e l e v a t i o n s  on t h e  s t e e p  

s l o p e  wi th  t h e i r  D-6 t r a c t o r .  R e s u l t s  of samples taken by him had n o t  been 

r e c e i v e d  a t  tha.t t ime. 



MT . HAYES QUADRAHGLE 

Upper Clearwater  River  Area 
I 

On r e t u r n  t o  S u s i t n a  Lodge evening of J u l y  29th ,  f l i g h t  was made t o  t h e  

upper Clea rwate r  River  camp e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  t o  j o i n  D i v i s i o n  of 

Mines & Minera l s  g e o l o g i s t ,  Morr is  Kaufman and h i s  a s s i s t a n t .  The f o l l o w i n g  

day was spent: w i t h  them on a  1 0  m i l e  t r a v e r s e  up r i v e r  from t h e i r  temporary 

camp, where ] .ef t  l i m i t  t r i b u t a r i e s  and deep ly  i n c i s e d  gu lches  were mapped and 

geochemical samples t aken  a t  numerous p o i n t s .  The e x t e n s i v e  gossan "tappings" 

were found t o  be d e r i v e d  l a r g e l y  from weather ing  of fe r rugenous  sediments  and 

i r o n  c a r b o n a t e s ,  I n  t h e  l a s t  gu lch  covered t h a t  day, a  l imes tone- igneous  con- 

t a c t  zone was found c o n t a i n i n g  minor copper and p y r i t e  m i n e r a l i z a t i o n .  

A t  days end, numerous p i e c e s  of b i tuminous c o a l  were noted a l o n g  b a r s  o f  

Coal Creek n e a r  i t s  conf luence  w i t h  t h e  Clearwater ,  a  d i s t a n c e  of about  3 / 4  

m i l e  upstream from camp. The Coal Creek a r e a  was covered by M r .  Kaufman t h e  

nex t  day. 

McLaren and Paxson Ar* 

Re turn ing  t o  S u s i t n a  Lodge evening o f  J u l y  30 th  e n r o u t e  t o  Paxson, i t  

was l ea rned  a t  McLaren River  Lodge t h a t  2 o r  3 men i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  McLaren 

River  Copper Company were a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  doing t h e  Annual Assessment work, 

fo l lowing  which t h e y  remained f o r  a  whi le  t o  p rospec t  some n e a r  by a r e a s .  

The lodge o p e r a t o r  mentioned t h a t  t h r e e  men were busy a t  t h a t  time s t a k i n g  

copper lode  clairns i n  t h e  upper  Windy Creek a r e a .  

/"I 
4 [ 

The h e l i c o p t e r  under c h a r t e r  t o  t h e  Bear Creek Mining Company was noted 

' parked on t h e  Paxson a i r s t r i p .  One g e o l o g i s t  of t h e  company s p e n t  a  month 
i 

o r  more on s t u d y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  between Paxson and Cantwell  a long  t h e  s o u t h  

s l o p e s  of t h e  Alaska Range. 

Annual work on  t h e  S l a t e  Creek p l a c e r  development v e n t u r e  30 m i l e s  e a s t  

of Paxson, was delayed u n t i l  l a t e  August. R o l l i e  Emerick and p a r t n e r  con- 

t i n u e d  p r o s p e c t i n g  t h e i r  n i c k l e - c o p p e r  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  Rainbow Mountain a r e a  



a t  Ni.le 213%, Richardson Highway. Ne i the r  of t h e s e  two p r o p e r t i e s  were v i s i t e c l .  

On r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  Anchorage on J u l y  3 1 s t ,  s e v e r a l  hours  were s p e n t  w i t h  

Mr. Lloyd H i l l ,  Mi le  54, Glen Highway, d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  soaps tone  ( c a r v i n g  s t o n e )  < 

occurrence he had stalced i n  t h e  Grubstake Gulch a r e a ,  Willow Creek d i s t r i c t .  

Arrangements were made t o  examine t h e  occur rence  l a t e r  i n  t h e  season. 

HEALY QUADRANGLE - 
West Fork o f  Chul i tna  River  Region 

August 6 t h  t o  1 1 t h  was devoted t o  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  l ime-  

s t o n e  d e p o s i t s  s i t u a t e d  n e a r  head o f  Long Creek, and t h e  o l d  Golderi Zone gold ,  

s i l v e r ,  copper, and l e a d  p r o p e r t y  on Bryn Mawr Creek i n  t h e  West Fork o f  t h e  

Chul i tna  River  Drainage system. The former f lows s o u t h e r l y  f o r  9 m i l e s  and 

t h e  l a t t e r  2% m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  t o  t h e i r  conf luence  w i t h  t h e  West Fork. 

Both of t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  a r e  h e l d  by H.R. Beckwith and a s s o c i a t e s .  V i s i t  t o  

t h e  a r e a  was made w i t h  Mr. Beckwith and two employees. 

O f  t h i s  6 day p e r i o d ,  one day was s p e n t  i n  t h e  l imes tone  a r e a  and two 

and a h a l f  days on t h e  Golden Zone. Balance o f  t h e  t ime was t r a v e l ,  i n -  

c l u d i n g  a day ancl a h a l f  w a i t i n g  f o r  "bush" p i l o t  delayed by adverse  wea ther  

c o n d i t i o n s .  

These p r o p e r t i e s ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  southwest  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Hea1.y Quadrangle, 

a r e  1 0  m i l e s  by road  from t h e  Alaska R a i l r o a d ' s  Colorado S t a t i o n  t o  t h e  iower 

Golden Zone camp; t h e  l i m e s t o n e  i s  about  1 0  a i r l i n e  m i l e s  from Colorado S t a t i o n  

t o  a smal l  l a n d i n g  s t r i p  s i t u a t e d  i n  a g l a c i a l  c i r q u e  v a l l e y .  
' b  ! 

The Golden Zone road i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  i n  good c o n d i t i o n  b u t  cannot be d+d' 
used due t o  washout o f  one b r i d g e  some y e a r s  ago. Replacement o f  t h e  b r i d g e  

i s  necessa ry  t o  pe rmi t  y e a r  around a c c e s s  t o  t h e  Golden Zone p roper ty .  Three  

m i l e s  of new road i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  g ive  ready a c c e s s  t o  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  a r e a  from 

t h e  Golden Zone. A i r l i n e  d i s t a n c e  between t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  i s  2 

m i l e s .  



Limestone Area 

Tile l i m e s t o n e  fomia t ion  occur rences  i n  t h e  upper Long Creek a r e a  a r e  ex- 

t e n s i v e .  The r e d  l i m e s t o n e  measure, ou tc ropp ing  on a  s t e e p  s l o p e  abou t  one 

m i l e  s o u t h  and a c r o s s  t h e  v a l l e y  from t h e  3,850 temporary camp e l e v a t i o n ,  i s  
,I> 

es t imated  t o  be 500 t o  800 f e e t  i n  t h i c k n e s s .  With lower s l o p e  bedrock ex-  {.JL"'~' 

posures  covered w i t h  a  heavy t a l u s  mantle,  i t s  t h i c k n e s s  i s  probably  g r e a t e r .  

Severa l  s u c c e s s i v e  o u t c r o p s  of a  l i g h t  g ray  l i m e s t o n e  on n o r t h  s i d e  of 

v a l l e y  s u g g e s t s  t h e i r  t h i c k n e s s  t o  be a t  l e a s t  300 f e e t .  T h e i r  moderate  d i p  

of 10 t o  20 d e g r e e s  (?)  northwester l .y ,  and l a c k  of v i s i b l e  o u t c r o p s  on s o u t h  

s i d e  of t h e  v a l l e y ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  g ray  l imes tone  measure i s  an  e l e v a t e d  f a u l t  

b lock  t h a t  u n d e r l i e s  t h e  r e d  l imes tone .  

Ex tens ive  sampl ing o f  t h e  fo rmat ion  by t h e  owners i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  show 

t h e s e  d e p o s i t s  have a  h i g h  degree  of p u r i t y ,  and a r e  i d e a l  f o r  u s e  i n  rnanu- 

f a c t u r i n g  of cement. Reserves  i n  t h e s e  fo rmat ions  appear  f a r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  

any f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  A v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  raw m a t e r i a l s  

needed f o r  t h e  manafac tu r ing  of cement was not  i n v e s t i g a t e d  bu t  a re  s a i d  t o  

be w i t h i n  r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  o f  a  p l a n t  s i t e ,  

Golden Zone P r o p e r 2  

This p r o p e r t y  i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  s l o p e s  o f  a 4 ,000 e l e -  

v a t i o n  ri.dge t h a t  l i e s  between Long Creek and t h e  Golden Zone. The a i r l i n e  

I 1-' d i s t a n c e  between t h e  l a t t e r  and  t h e  temporary camp on Long Creek a s  p r e v i o u s l y  i ~ b  

noted,  i s  about  2 m i l e s .  T h i s  f o o t h i l l  a r e a  on s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  Alaska Range 

i s  of r e l a t i v e l y  low r e l i e f .  

M i n e r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  most i n t e r e s t  and g r e a t e s t  v a l u e  p r e s e n t l y  appears  

t o  be c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  h i g h l y  b r e c c i a t e d  zones w i t h i n  a porphyry s t o c k  - 
an  e longa ted  a r e a  o f  around 900 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h  and 300 f e e t  i n  width .  It i s  

w i t h i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  p a s t  mine development and diamond d r i l l i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n  

has  been c o n c e n t r a t e d .  While t h i s  p r o p e r t y  i s  g e n e r a l l y  thought  t o  be p r i m a r i l y  

a  gold  d e p o s i t ,  t h e  combined s i l v e r ,  l e a d ,  and copper p r e s e n t  i n  v a r y i n g  amounts, 

may prove t o  be  o f  equal. o r  g r e a t e r  v a l u e .  

- 11 - 



The 4 mine l e v e l s  - t h e  100, 200, 300, and 500 - p l u s  t h e  s u r f a c e  work 

above t h e  100  and t h e  diamond d r i l l i n g  o f  a  f e w  h o l e s  r e a c h i n g  s h o r t  dep ths  

below t h e  500, shows t h e  v e r t i c a l  range o f  probable  v a l u e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  be 

a t  l e a s t  600 f e e t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  h e a v i l y  m i n e r a l i z e d  b r e c c i a t e d  s h e a r  

zones, t h e r e  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  2 s i l v e r - l e a d  v e i n s  t h a t  have been d r i f t e d  upon 

f o r  a.n a s  y e t  undetermined d i s t a n c e ,  The porphyry i t s e l f  c a r r i e s  some gold  

v a l u e s  a t  number o f  p o i n t s  sampled by o t h e r s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  With a l l .  p o r t a l s  

caved, a  f a i r  e v a l u a t i o n  a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h e  development worlcings cannot  be made 

u n t i l  a l l  o f  them a r e  c l e a r e d  and mine workings re t imbered  where r e q u i r e d ,  

Conclusion drawn from r e s u l t s  of t h i s  a r e a s  p r e l i m i n a r y  examinat ion i s  

t h a t  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and t h e  a r e a s  as a whole, i s  one o f  t h e  

most i n t e r e s t i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

Camp f a c i l i t i e s  a s  a whole, a r e  i n  f a i r  cond i t ion ,  a l though  t h e  l a r g e  

lower camp messhouse-bunkhouse and warehouse b u i l d i n g s  a r e  a p t  t o  c o l l a p s e  

t h i s  w i n t e r  o r  t h e  n e x t  from heavy snows, u n l e s s  l eve led-up  and thoroughly  

braced,  The m i l l  b u i l d i n g  and equipment appear  t o  be  i n  good c o n d i t i o n .  

A e r i a l  Reconnaissance - Long Creek t s l d r i d g e  G l a c g  

During f l i g h t  from upper  Long Creek t o  Ta lkee tna ,  August 1 1 t h )  numerous 

o u t c r o p s  resembl ing  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  beds o f  upper Long Creek, and gousan cap-  

p ings  resembling t h o s e  c o v e r i n g  t h e  Golden Zone porphyry s t o c k  ( o r  p lug)  

were observed.  These r e o c c u r  from Long Creek s o u t h w e s t e r l y  t o  p o i n t  5 t o  1 0  

m i l e s  e a s t  o f  E l d r i d g e  G l a c i e r .  With a  number of gold,  s i l v e r ,  and b a s e  meta l  

p r o s p e c t s  r e p o r t e d  a l o n g  t h i s  b e l t ,  t h a t  a r e a  a s  a whole is  cons idered  a  prom- 

i s i n g  one f o r  p r o s p e c t o r s .  It will become much more a c c e s s i b l e  upon completion 

o f  new highway t o  Fa i rbanks  th rough  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  

A copper occur rence  r e p o r t e d  by "oldtirners" i n  upper  d r a i n a g e  area o f  

P a r t i n  Creek, s i t :ua ted  i n  extreme southwest  corner  of t h e  Healy Quadrangle,  

i s  s a i d  t o  have been d i scovered  around 1915 o r  1916, and t h a t  a  12 t o  15 man 

crew was employed two o r  t h r e e  s e a s o n s  on development of t h e  p r o s p e c t .  No 



r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  v e n t u r e  has  been Eound i n  U.S. Geolog ica l  Survey p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

The U.S. Geolog ica l  Survey Bul1.eti.n 692, page 231, makes b r i e f  mention of  

Shot Gun Creek, a  lower r i g h t  l i m i t  Ohio Creek t r i b u t a r y ,  having r e c e i v e d  a t t e n -  

t i o n  of s e v e r a l  p r o s p e c t o r s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  workable p l a c e r  gold d e p o s i t s  dur ing  

t h e  1915 t o  1.917 p e r i o d  but  were unsuccess fu l .  During t h e  same p e r i o d  o t h e r s  

have r e p o r t e d  some go ld-quar tz  d i s c o v e r i e s  were made i n  t h e  Shot Gun Creek a r e a  

b u t  were t o o  low grade  t o  be o f  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  A l l  s t r eams  t r i b u t a r y  

t o  t h e  C h u l i t n a  d r a i n a g e  system have been p rospec ted  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and a r e  known 

t o  c a r r y  some go ld  bu t  no "pa.ys t reakst l  have e v e r  been found. Due t o  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  v a l l e y  a l l u v i a l s  a r e  l a r g e l y  "unsor ted m a t e r i a l t f  of  r e c e n t  g l a c i a l  o r i g i n ,  

chances of d i . scover ing p l a c e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  economic i n t e r e s t  a r e  cons id -  

e red  extremely remote.  

Grubstake Gulch - 
This  lode  go ld  p rospec t  i n  t h e  lJ i l low Creek d i s t r i c t  was r e v i s i t e d  August 

I 7 
23rd t o  2 5 t h  t o  check on p r o g r e s s  made i n  "bulk sampling" on t h e  Wheeler and 4 < g S H  

a s s o c i a t e s  (B.B.S.W. Company) p r o p e r t y .  T h e i r  gold  recovery  i n  t h e  Gibson 

analgamater  was Eound t o  be way below v a l u e  o f  samples t aken  i n  J u l y  o f  o r e  

from t h e  same l o n g  t r e n c h  t h e y  were f e e d i n g  t h e  two t o n  p e r  24 hour  m i l l .  The 

recovery  problem was found t o  be due t o  "chokef' f eed ing ,  which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

g r a p h i t i c  schist: and "crushed" q u a r t z  v e i n  f i l l i n g  "compacting" and b u i l d i n g  

o u t  from i n s i d e  walls o f  t h e  m i l l .  Amalgamation was f u r t h e r  hampered due t o  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  gold  h a v i n g  f i n e  s c a l e s  o f  g r a p h i t i c  s c h i s t  

a d h e r i n g  t o  it. 

Talc-Soapstone P r o p e 9  

&'.g- 
as 3 

This  occur rence ,  d i scovered  and s t a k e d  by Lloyd H i l l ,  .Mile 54, Glen 

Highway, i s  s i t u a t e d  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  above t h e  canyon of Grubstake Gulch 

Creek, was examined. Th is  t a l c - s o a p s t o n e  "vein" o c c u r s  i n  t h e  s c h i s t  a l o n g  

a s t r o n g  f a u l t  zone;  i t s  s t r i k e  i s  N 70 t o  75 W, and d i p  45 t o  50 d e g r e e s  nor th .  



It l i e s  more o r  l e s s  a t  r i g h t  angles  t o  t he  c reek;  work completed on t h i s  show- 

ing up t o  time of v i s i t :  was l imi t ed  t o  s t r i p p i n g  and t renching  the  ve in  30 f e e t  

on nor theas t  s i d e  of creek and 15 t o  20 f e e t  on southwest s i d e .  I t s  exposed 

width was 8 f e e t .  A good q u a l i t y  carv ing  m a t e r i a l ,  M r ,  H i l l  i s  repor ted  t o  

have shipped around 1% tons  of i t  t o  s eve ra l  buyers s ince  v i s i t  t o  t he  proper ty  

bu t  a s  ye t  t h i s  has not  been confirmed. 

KUSKOKWIM CINNAXB REGION 

During per iod  of September 16th t o  20th four  cinnabar p r o p e r t i e s  were 

v i s i t e d  i n  the  Sleetmute Quadrangle. 

John Harvison P r o s p e s  

On September 1.7th t h i s  proper ty  was examined. A r ecen t  discovery,  i t  i s  

s i t u a t e d  on a r i d g e  c r e s t  on e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  George River ,  a t  a po in t  about 6 

a i r l i n e  miles N32E of mouth of t h i s  stream, approximately 3 miles  due south of 

t he  East Forks junc t ion  with t h e  George River ,  and about 32 miles  N32W of t he  

Red Devil a i r s t r i p ,  and i s  about 1000 f e e t  above sea  leve l .  

Following ex tens ive  s o i l  sampling and panning, a g r e a t  d e a l  of s t r i p p i n g  +)4%3'2 

and t renching was clone wi th  a John Deere t r a c t o r  before  t h i s  discovery of i n -  

t e r e s t  was made. An open-cut 30 f e e t  i n  length  exposed a 3 t o  4 foo t  width 

of cinnabar mine ra l i za t ion  a t  p o i n t  20 f e e t  from ou t s ide  of t he  cut. Face of 

t h i s  working was 1 2  t o  15 f e e t  high. With hazzard of t h e  " ice  f rac tured ' '  f o r -  

mation s labbing-off  a t  f ace  and along s i d e  w a l l s  a s  the  i c e  "ve in le t s"  melted,  
- 7  

t h e  working was timbered and lagged, and winze s t a r t e d  t o  s ink  on the  ore-shoot.  

The winze was clown 3.5 f e e t .  

During course of excavat ing t h i s  open-cut-and winze, a n  est imated 5 t o  6 

tons  of high-grade was so r t ed  o u t ,  and est imated t o  grade 12 t o  15%. 

The ci.nnabar occurrence l i e s  i n  an a r g i l l a c e o u s  sandstone formation, No 

d ikes  were noted i n  immediate v i c i n i t y  of t h i s  discovery.  A promising prospec t ,  

t h e  owner plans t o  cont inue  i t s  development i n  1964. 



Dorr Holloway P r o s p e c t  
-7 

This  c innabar  p r o s p e c t  was examined September 1 8 t h  w i t h  t h e  owner. S i t u a t e d  

about  % m i l e  from t h e  Kuskokwim River  a long  l e f t  l i m i t  of a smal l  t r i b u t a r y  known 

a s  Stevans  Creek, mouth of which i s  about  3/4 m i l e  below Nick M e l l i k s  Trading 

Pos t ,  i t  i s  8 m i l e s  upst ream from mouth of Red Devi l  Creek. 

During a  s e v e r a l  month p e r i o d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  season,  M r .  Holloway had put  

down a  number of s h o r t  diamond d r i l l  h o l e s  t o t a l l i n g  about 150 f e e t  w i t h  Div- ;, 

i s i o n  of Mines & M i n e r a l s  r e n t a l  equipment; l o n g e s t  h o l e  was 50 f e e t .  Irt acl- 

d i t i o n  t o  the d r i l l i n g ,  two s u r f a c e  winzes were deepened t o  t o t a l  dep ths  of 20 t-o ,; 

30 f e e t .  

The c i n n a b a r  o c c u r r e n c e s  found t o  d a t e  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  smal l  

"pods" and /or  a  few s h o r t  and narrow l e n s e s .  lJ11ile f i n d i n g s  so  f a r  have n o t  

been v e r y  encouraging,  t h e  owner p l a n s  add i t iona l .  work on t h e  p rospec t  nex t  

season.  

Parks  P r o p e r t y  

This  o l d  and w e l l  known proper ty ,  now owned by George W i l l i s ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  
10 

on r i g h t  l i m i t  banks o f  the  Kuskokwim River ,  abou t  4 m i l e s  downstream from 1 $A' $* 2 
t h e  Red Devi l  Mine camp. A t  t ime of v i s i t i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  September 19 th ,  

M r .  W i l l i s  had a n  e s t i m a t e d  18 t o n s  of o r e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  h i s  2 tube,  "batcht '  

fed, Joshua H e n d ~  r e t o r t ,  which h a s  s i n c e  been r e p o r t e d  produced 1 8  f l a s k s  

o f  mercury. Th is  o r e  was s e l e c t i v e l y  mined and hand s o r t e d  from t h e  l a r g e  

open-cut about 3 1 4  m i l e  from h i s  camp and home. 

During t h i s  w i n t e r ,  Mr. Willis i s  p lann ing  t o  c l e a n  o u t  t h e  o l d  Dunkle 

A d i t  and p repare  t o  mine from t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

Red Devi l  Mi= 
' 1  

Following f a i l u r e  t o  f i n d  new o r e  r e s e r v e s  dur ing  l a s t  w i n t e r s  and s p r i n g s  
, * . , I ! *  
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i n t e n s i v e  e x p l o r a t i o n  and development program i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  p a s t  p r o d u c t i v e  :\'.' 
a r e a  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  where a11 work has  been concen t ra ted ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  was 

s h u t  down f o r  a n  i n d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d  September 1, 1963. During per iod  from May 



t o  August a l l  developed and known o r e  was mined and processed, and a11 equipment was 

removecl from the  mine and the  workings allotred t o  f lood,  By Septenber 19 th  t h e  wzter 

had r a i s e d  t o  the  300 Level, and t h e  s h a f t  had been sea led  and a l l  a d i t  p o r t a l s  closed 

and posted,  Future p l a n s  of Alaska Nines & Minerals,  Incorporated,  a r e  n o t  known. 

Closure of t h i s  p a s t  important qu icks i lve r  producer has had an ad-verse and 

c r i t i c a l  e f f e c t  upon t h e  economy of t h a t  region. 

Inearl j r  October Dorr Holloway and Mariano Juancorbena were given a one year  

l e a s e  on the  proper ty ,  with Jack Neubauer joining them on t,he venture,  and an ex- 

perienced miner was h i r ed .  Their  i n i t i a l  work i s  d i r ec ted  t o  d r iv ing  an a d i t  on l ~ f t  

l i m i t  of Red Dev'sl Creek gulch E r n  2stimated 100 f e e t  t o  mine a f a u l t e d  ore-body seg- 

ment i n  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  mine s h a f t .  Por t a3  of t h i s  a d i t  i s  8 below t h e  creek bed, 
have 

The Lessee ' s  have recemtly been repor ted  t o  reached t h e i r  objeotiveand have an es-  

t imated LO tons of "highgrade" s tock-pi led.  
t o  

On cQmpletion of mining t h i s  small ore-shoot $ e s s e e l s  p l m  i s  concent ra te  

t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  the  Rice and Dolly o r e  zone, a t  northwest l i m i t s  of t h e  company's 

mining operat ions,  where a l imi t ed  amount of o r e  was l e f t .  There i s  a lfchanceM 

t h a t  favora.ble r e s u l t s  of t h e  l e s see ' s  work may r e s u l t  i n  t h e  Alaska Nines & l-E.nerals, 

Inc . ,  r e a c t i v a t i n g  t h e i r  opera t ion  wi th  an explora t ion  and development program i m -  

mediately t o  t h e  northwest of the Rice and Dolly zone. 

ANCHORAGE: QUADRBNGTX 
Reed Creek Molybdenite Frospect  <; $'.Se-2 5-3 

An e f f o r t  was made t o  examine t h i s  long known ttMol.ytt occurrent? on Cctober 7th 

with Morris Kaufman, a geo log i s t  of t h i s  b lv i s ion .  The prospect  i s  s i t u a t e d  a t  head of 

Reed Creek, %illow Creek D i s t r i c t .  Accompanied by claim owners Norman Hartung and Miles 

Rice, on a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  SnowBird trine lower camp a t  2700 foo t  e l eva t ion  t h r e e  inches of 
w e i  

fresh,snow ind ica ted  g r e a t e r  depths a t  t he  to00 t o  5000 el$at ions,  and t h i s  examination 
'-1 

was postponed. u n t i l  t h e  1964. f i e l d  season, 

Anchorage 
January 3, 1964 Div. of Mines & F i n e r a l s  



to August all developed and known arts was mined and prooesscd, and all equipment was 

removed f r o m  the mine and the workings allowed to flood, By September 19th the water 

had raised to the 300 Level, and the shaft had been sealed and a l l  adit  portal,^ oloscad 

and posted, Ehture plans of Alaska $Iineo & lfdnoral;s, 'Incorporated, are not  .known. 

Glol;i.ia of this past imporrtant guicksilvst. producer has had an adverse and 

c r i t i c a l  effect upon the economy of that ragion. 

Inearly OcAkber Dorr Uolloway and Mo15anr, Suancorena were given a one year 

lease an t he  propmty, with Jaak Reubauar joining them on t h e  venture, and an ex- 

periancad miner was hired. !hairB initial work is blirected ta driving an adit on l e f t  

1M.t of Red Devil Craetk gulch an estimated 100 feet to mine a faul ted ore-body sag- 

men* in Vicinity of the mine shaft. %rW of .this adit is 8 below the creek bed. 
haw 

The lesse?efs have recetatly been reported to reached t h e i r  objeetivband have an es- 

timated h0 tuns of ffhighgradeltstocli-piled. 
to 

On cfbqletion of m b i n g  t h i s  small ope-shoot J e s s e ~ ~ s  plan i s  concentrate 

their efforts in the Rice and Dolly ore zone, at northwest limits of the company's 

mining operations, &ere a limitad mount  of ore was l e f t .  There is a ttchancelt 

that favorable results of the ' lesssets work may result in %he Alaska Mines & Einerals, 

Inc., rmctivating their operation w i t h  an exploration and development program fn- 

mediately t o  the northwest of t h e  I&oe md Dally zone, 

AN42lQRAGE: QffADnaNGm 
7-- 

b e d  Creek Holybdenite P r o s e  

An effort was made to examine this long known nMolylf ocaux*rence on October 7th 

with Eorris Xaufnran,a geologist  of t h i s  Division, The prospect i s  a i k a b d  at head of 

Reed Creak, Willow Creek District .  Accompanied claim owners Moman Hartung and Miles 

Rice, on arrival at the SnowBird Mine lower oamp at 2700 f o o t  elevation three .inches of 

fresl:iLow indicated greater dppths a t  the LODO to 5000 eG*a%ions, and this examination 
7 

was postponed until the 1964 field season, 

Ancho raga 
Zlranuary 3, 196L 
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