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A t  4 The Aro l i c  River  a r e a  is t h e  scene of cons iderable  s t a k i n g  
end prospect ing.  Due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  a r ea  is  on ly  i n  t he  prospect-  
h g  s t a g e ,  and t h i s  is being done wi th  hand ope ra t ions ,  which a r e  wids ly  
s c a t t e r e d ,  it was not v i s i t e d .  The Goodnews Bay Mining Company has  
l ea sed  41  cont inuous c la ims  on t h e  Aro l i c  between Kmc and Boulder c reeks ,  

, T h i s  ground is  t o  be d r i l l e d  l a t a r  t h i s  season. The problsm<f t a k i n g  a 
(-.' l a r g e  d r i l l  onto t h i s  ground i s  s t i l l  a problem wi th  then ,  Mosness, 

\\ 
Strandberg & Sons have l ea sed  51 claims on Snow G_u_&l.h, lwmr Faro ,  Keno 

.. and Fox creeks. David S t randberg  solved t h e  problem of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
by t ak ing  a B u c ~ p u s ,  6-inch d r i l l  over a r o u t e ,  picked by h imsel f ,  from 
t h e  no r th  side of  Goodnews Bay, fo l lowiag  g rave l  r idges a long  t h e  foo t -  
h i l l s  of t h e  mountains i n t o  t h e  Arol ic  bas in .  Th i s  d r i l l  and a l l  equip- 
nent  was moved with a c a t a r p i l l a r  t r a c t o r  and t h e  poute  has  advantages 
i n  t h a t  i t  a f f o r d s  s a f e  unloading,  and keeps c l e a r  o f  mvmps, impass ib le  

, dur ing  t h e  summer season. k t e r  r e p o r t s  were t o  t h e  e f f e c t  d r i l l i n g  
s t a r t e d  t h e  1 6 t h  of  August i n  Siiow Gulch, P r i o r  t o  t h i s  yea r  Mosness, 

- owner of  cons ide rab le  of t h i s  ground, took out some gold hand mining on 
Snow Gulch. The Aro l i c  River  nay become a f u t u r e  dredging r i v e r  i f  

1 s u f f i c i e n t  va lues  are found and the bedrock not t oo  deep. It has  ' " . s e v e r a l  go ld  bear ing  feeders. Cleudon Company have 45 c la ims  on h a i l . ,  
" Faro,  Deer arid Row Kow Creeks. Th i s  conpany i s  engaged i n  d r i l l i n g  with 

a W ,  Johnson a i r p l a n e  d r i l l ,  Nessrs. Huff & Kendrick have 34 c l a i m  on  
t h e  e a s t  and south  fo rks  o f  t h e  Aro l i c  River.  Huff has  5 claims on 
Butte Creek. They a r e  engaged i n  prospect ing,  P e t e l l o n  (Ni s s ioaa ry )  
a t  Bethel. h a s  21 claims on t h e  lmo l i c ,  Xinneeota and Faro  creeks. These 
claims a r e  ropor tad  t o  c o n t a i n  good prospec ts .  R. Te t e r son  has  5 c l a i m  
on Canyorl Croek, a t r i b u t a r y  of  Faro Creek. Garr i son  & Son were hand 
d r i l l . i n g  on Native Creek, a t r i b u t a r y  of  Barnum Croak, bu t  ob ta ined  
negat ive  r e s u l t s  . 

Three d r i l l s  were s t i l l  i n  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  ocean s i d e  of  
R,ed b4ountain, south  of Platillurn. Reports were t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Mar t in  
goslund was ob ta in ing  some plat inum and gold near  the  mountain'on t he  
north.west s ide .  Roslund i s  d r i l l i n g  wi th  h i s  own ei i rplane d r i l l  (Kirk- 

I 

i l l n ~ n  &-inch) on a group of e i g h t  c la ims  p a r a l l e l i ~ g  t h e  base o f  t h e  PJ y o u n t a i n  and away, approximately 2,000 f e e t .  Ee wwas d r i l l i n g  h i s  f i r s t  
, A h  o l e  on d a t e  of v i s i t  and was t o  a depth  of  60 f e e t .  Between t h e  depths  
,:? \of 30 and 40 f e e t  16  mi l l ig rams of  plat inum was obtained.  From 40 t o  60 f e e t  
, 72 mi.lligraras of gold w a s  ob ta ined  wi th  a 1.ittl.e platinum. Th i s  is t h e  

bes t  r e t u r n s  r epo r t ed  from twelve h o l e s  on t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  mountain 

i:~ t h i s  spr ing.  Only one of  t h e  h o l e s  reached bedrock a t  a depth o f  110 f e e t .  



This  hole  was t h e  only  on3 d r i l l e d  by Strandberg and t h e  bedrock is  t h e  
u l t r&-bas ic  i n t r u s i o n  o r  3ad Mountain f o m a t i o c ,  It is Locsted n e a r l y  a 

)y mile  f r o 3  t h e  mountain. S i c c e  t h i s  smal l  s e c t i o n  i s  buried deeply  wi th  
water-. laid g rove l s  of poss ib ly  outwash p l a i n  o r i g i n ,  t h e r e  is a 

poss ib l e  chance of p i c k i ~ g  up an o l d  bur ied  beach l i n e  con ta in i cg  p l a t i -  
n u  va lues ,  However, it may havc been i n  t h e  d i r e c t  l i n e  of moving i c e  

formed Goodnews Eay end a l l  p r i o r  p l ace r  woulC no doubt be sca t t e r ed .  
it  sill be of f u t u r e  i n t e r e s t ,  and a ske tch  was made, l oca t -  

i ng  d r i l l  ho les .  Use, depths  of t h e  h o l e s  were obta ined  and t h a  
s k e l e t o n  logs  of same. 

---?m-- 

Later  r e p o r t s  from t h e  S lug  River  area, c r  Lower Togiak as it 
has  become gene ra l ly  known, are t o  t h o  e f f e c t  t h a t  more bleck beach sands - I  3- 
have been found. Sone hand mining h a s  s t a r t e d ,  shovel ing  i n t o  s l u i c e  t ( h l  a3 
boxes. A few ounces of  gold has  been recovered and a few mi l l ig rams of 
platinum. This  gold i s  v s r y  f l a k y  and was recovered by P i l o t  Sasseen and 
a c h a r a c t e r  known a s  B i l l y  t h e  Finn. Sam Cotton, t h e  promoter, o f  t h i s  
a r e a  has  moved a d r i l l  on lower S lug  River  and d r i l l e d  t o  a  depth of 

I 132 f e e t  without s t r i k i n g  bedrock, 

The McRae d r i l l  h a s  moved t o  Rouse Creek, e nor thern  t r i b u t a r y  
I of (Ba le s  Creelc a s  show-n on t h e  map) Kinickamute River a s  known l o c a l l y ,  
\ Rouse Creek heads on t h e  southern  s l o p e  of Sus ie  Mountain, where it i s  
1 understood J. B. X e r t i e  found a smll a r e a  of t h e  u l t r a - b a s i c  i n t r u s i v e  
I 
i o r  Red Mountain formatioc.  A man named Rouse has t h e  c r eek  s t aked ,  and ' r e p o r t s  have been t h a t  he found a small platinum nugget and some pay-- 

not raaching bedrock. 
' $-  

August 5-6: Flew 'to Be the l  where t h e  Northern Commercial Company r e -  
p o r t s  a  g r e a t e r  volume of  bus iness  du r ing  t h e  last yea r  t han  f o r  s e v e r a l  
years  due t o  mining a c t i v i t i e s .  

The dredging ope ra t ions  o f  t h e  New York Alaska Gold Dredgiog ' 

Company were v i s i t e d  on t h e  Tuluksak River .  The pay g r a v e l s  on &r 
"J Creek, w i th  t he  except ion  of benches, has  been worked out .  Last w in te r  
") % h e c a m p  wns moved 4 m i l e s  below on t h e  Tu1uk:sak. Here a permanent 
?; camp i s  under cons t ruc t ion .  Two dredges have been i n  ope ra t ion  sll 
, season and esch doicg  exceedingly wel l .  The small 1% cu. f t .  dredge 

i s  working on shal low ground on t h e  r i g h t  l i m i t  and r epor t ed  taking out n e a r l y  a 
- z'ythousand d o l l a r s  a day. Th i s  dredge i s  l o c a t e d  between 6 and 7 mi l e s  

lj\ ?L , below t h e  mouth of Bear Creek. The 4 cu. f t .  dredge is  a l s o  on t h e  r i g h t  
1 .  

I" l i m i t ,  3 m i l e s  below Bear Creek, Next season t h i s  dredge i s  t o  be en- ' l a rged  i n t o  a 6 cu. f t .  capac i ty .  P l a n s  are being drawn t o  cons t ruc t  
another  6 cu. f t .  dredge i n  two yea r s  provid ing  t h e  p r i c e  o f  gold remains $ and s t a b l e  economic c o n d i t i o n s  cont inue.  



Thi s  company's ho ld ings  have expandsd t o  a t o t a l  o f  182 
claims, Most of t hese  a r e  on t h e  Tululssak and a  cons iderable  p o r t i o n  
has been proven dredgable ground wi th  d r i l l  l i n e s  a c r o s s  t h e  v a l l e y  over 
3,000 f e e t  wide, An o l d  channel was discovered i n  t h i s  v a l l e y  from t h e  

\ ai r ,  and it proved t o  c o n t a i n  good values.  .Enough. t h a t  nea r ly  t h e  e n t i r e  
\w id th  of t h e  v a l l e y  avereges  dredgable ground. S i x t y  c l a i m  are held  on 

'c O a r  Creek and t h i s  c r eek  i s  t o  be d r i l l e d  next  season. At t h e  present  
I_- 

t ime t h i s  com2any has  enough ground proved by d r i l l  t o  l a s t  t h e  t h r e e  
dredges f o r  15 years  on t h e  TuLuksak. 

Next season t h e  company p l ans  t o  e r e c t  a 1500 HI P. kydro-e lec t r ic  
p l an t  f rcm t h e  water of  t h e  Tuluksak, Th i s  r i v e r  under  t h e  present 
surveyed p l a n  i s  capable of  developing 6500 R. P. w i t h  s e v e r a l  mi l e s  of 
d i t c h  and a  head of 101  f e e t .  This  i s  a l l  intended t o  be u t i l i z e d  under 
t h e  p re sen t  ~ l m .  Th i s  informat ion  w a s  given by hb. Crowdy and he re  

'%. a r e  h i s  ovm words a s  a  summsry: 
(:i 
L *l?lans a s  t o  future ope ra t ion  s r e  based upon no f u r t h e r  

t axa t  ion.  
*A low grade opera t ion .  
"A f u t u r e  wi th  present  t a x a t i o n  which has delayed p lans  and 

ope ra t ions  f o r  two years.H 
F u r t h e r ,  t h e  w r i t e r  wishes t o  add, t h a t  t h i s  ope ra t ion  i s  modern, e f f i c i e n t  
and we 1 k managed. 

On Tiny Creek, a small t r i b u t a r y  of  Bear Creek, Clarence 
'-- Marsh and Getchel are mining with bulldozer, sluicing in30 boxes f r o m  
k benches. Coarse gold i s  found. 

Geo. Mart in  and p a r t n e r  a re-&und s l u i c i n g  on t h e  r i g h t  l i m i t  
of t h e  Tuluksak on a bonch 40 f e e t  above t h e  r i v e r  bed and 6 mi l a s  below 
t h e  mouth of  sear Creek. To d a t e  t h e y  have taken  out  20 ounces of mixed 
coarse  and f i n e  gold,  

1. John kLd i s  t e k i n g  out some money on Spruce Creek, another  
t r i b u t a r y  of Bear Creek, g:round s l u i a i n g .  

\ 
O ~ d ~ ~ . ~ . ~ l - O r e e k ,  south of Bear Creek, Gus YIilson i s  ope ra t ing  1(*4'' 

a hydrau l i c  and s l i p  s c rape r .  A $15,000 clean-up was r epo r t ed .  La te r  
~ C r e p o r t s  were t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  he d iscovered  some ground t h a t  runs  $7 t o  t h e  bed- 

rock f o o t .  Bad weather prevented v i s i t i n g  t h i s  opera t ion .  

August 8: Return  t o  Bethe l  and t o  A3 Jones camp on  Eek River.  

Au_ust -- 9-20: The d i s c o v e r i e s  of  l a s t  w in t e r  r epo r t ed  from Eek River  were b o t h  
o l d  and new. Old workings were r e s t a k e d  on Rainey and ~~~~~~B'?Fdek"d;.both 
being upper t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  Eek River.  Prospec ts  were found on Eek River.  
Rainey Creek appears  t o  be t h e  most promisiog. Th i s  c reek  was discovered \ by Nie l  C o r r i g a l  i n  1920, whom was working by hand methods, and took ou t  
$4500 from two creak  c la ims  between t h e  years  1920 and 1924. La te r  n a t i v e s  
mined on a  c l a im  above t a k i n g  out $600. 



Rainey Creek has  u l eng th  of  5 miles  and r u n s  i n t o  Eek River  
on t h e  r i g h t  l i m i t ,  approximately 1 5  m i l e s  below t h e  l a t t e r ' s  head. 
Rainey heads near  t h e  c e n t e r  of  an a longatsd  r idge  of  low wel l  worn h i l l s .  
This  r i d g e  of  h i l l s  extends nea r ly  20 m i l e s  i n  l e n g t h ,  s t a r t i n g  n ~ r t h w e s t ~ + ~ o l  -6 
of M t .  O r a t i a  and extending southwest between Mt, Oratia and a low range 
t o  t h e  west. The r i d g e  i t s e l f  is an a n t i c l i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of fo lded  
sediments of  sandstone,  s l a t e ,  graywack.e and some in t ruded  porphyry. This  
s t r u c t u r e  appears  t o  have beeo caused by an  i n t r u s l c n  underneath which 
e leva ted  t h e  sediments. T h i s  caused a hardening of  t h e  sediments wit11 
s ront~~cf ,  phases and with t h e  g r e a t  wearing rway of  t h e  surrounding country,  
and t h e  r i d g e  remained i n  i t s  present  e longated,  e:Levated pos i t ion .  While 
t h e  i n t r u s i v e  i t s e l f  does no t  apparent ly  show on t h e  s u r f a c e ,  it  i s  no 
doubt present  u d e r n e a t h .  The wearing down of t h e  sedinients and t h e  
r e l a t e d  porphypy con ta in ing  t h e  mine ra l i za t ion  i s  probably t h e  source 
of t h e  p l a c e r  gcld found o r  t hese  c reeks .  

Al Jones of  Anchorage and a s s o c i a t e s  formed t h e  Sek River 
Mining Co~pany  wi th  hold iggs  on Eek River  above t h e  mouth of  EZainey. 
D r i l l i n g  wi th  a n  a i r p l a ~ l e  d r i l l  was i n  progress  p r i o r  t o  t h e  lmi t e9s  
v i s i t  t o  t h i s  s ec t ion .  S ince  negat ive  r e s u l t s  were obta ined  from t h i s  
d r i l l i n g ,  it was the  w r i t e r ' s  purpose t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  cond i t i ons  and g ive  
genera l  f u r t h e r  p rospec t ing  advice  t o  t h i s  company. Three ho le s  were . 
d r i l l e d  between depths o f  40 and 60 f e e t  on the  r i g h t  l i m i t  o f  Eek 5 
mi l e s  above t h e  mouth of  Iiainsy. Bedrock was encountered i n  t h e  f i rst  
hole  near t h e  bench and not i n  t h e  l a t e r  two holes .  Small copper nuggets 
were found and an occas iona l  speck o f  gold.  Outwash g l a c i a l  g rave l s  
were encomte red  wi th  some b lue  c lay .  T h i s  reg ion  w a s  worn topography 
p r i o r  t o  g l a c i a l  tiozes. Tha i c e  a c t i o n  was t he  srominent f a c t o r  i n  con- 
t r o l l i n g  and a l t e r i n g  t h e  present  dra inage  systems. Th i s  is very  much 
i n  evidence on upper Eek River  and i n  t h e  wide v a l l e y  of  Eek River  ss it 
flows from t h e  low moun7t;ains i n t o  t h e  ].ow f l a t  c o a s t a l  p l a i n .  Rainey and 
upper Ctigawun c reeks  missed t h e  i c e  a c t i o n  and c o n t a i n  p l a c e r  grave ls .  

A ske t ch  was made of t h i s  s e c t i o n  covering Rainey, upper Capa- 
wun and t h e  hold ings  of  t h e  Eek River  ;fining Zompany on Eek Biver ,  The 
g r a v e l s  of  Rainey Creek were r epo r t ed  t o  con ta in  v a l u e s  of 25 c e n t s  a 
bedrock foo t .  The g r a v e l s  range from 5 t o  12  f e e t  desp. Small  ve ins  and 
bunches of r e a l g a r  and orpiment were found a t  t he  head of  R a i ~ e y .  These 
were r epo r t ed  as cinnabar  ve ins ,  however, they  may c o n t a i 3  smll amounts, 
but a r e  not o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s i z e  o t h e r  t h a n  mentioning. 

S i n c e  weather cond i t i ons  were v e r y  adverse ,  and g e t t i n g  out  
with plane was i.mpossible, a gene ra l  survey of t h e  surrounding count ry  
was made. The new d i s c o v e r i e s  by Lapps and na t ives  on t h e  upper Togiak 
could not be reached due t o  low fog  and extremely bad weather,  Nat ives  , , i l  
were found ground s l u i c i n g  on a new p l a c e r  discovery on what t hey  c a l l  fi 1 O  
I r o n  Creek, a t r i b u t a r y  of  t h e  Kacektok River ,  l oca t ed  about 15 mi l e s  
southeas t  o f  Xagati  Lake mid 3 mi l e s  w s s t  of Nenevrk~k Lake. The l a t t e r  



l a k e  i s  approximately 10 m i l e s  west of  t h e  northern end of Togiak Lake. 
Th i s  d i scovery  was made by two n a t i v e s ,  Guy Tegylre and Vh, Keseyulia ,  while  
searching  f o r  t h e  source of a l a r g e  nugget found y e a r s  ago by an o ld  
nat ive.  T h i s  d i 3 ~ 0 ~ ~ r y  had not  been seen  p r i o r  by any white  man. 

g L l o ~ - l '  
The n a t i v e s  have 20 we l l  s taked  claims on t h i s  c reek .  It has  a 

l eng th  o f  n e a r l y  10 mi les  and jo ins  t h e  Kanektok River  5 m i l e s  above Hagat i  
Lake. They viere mnining with two automatic  dams a t  t h e  mouth of two \ small gulches  t h a t  f low i n  from t h e  r i g h t  l i m i t  near  t h e  head. The pay 

Q i s  very  s p o t t y  and low and confined t o  sha l low g rave l  a t  t h e  mouth of  t h e  
' gulches.  They have t aken  out about t h r e e  ounces t h u s  far, To de te rn ine  

t h e  va lues  f u r t h e r ,  I had t h e n  put down s e v e r a l  t e s t  p i t s  on t h e  main 
r i v e r  and at t h e  mouth of  o t h e r  gulches.  Gnly low va lues  were found and 
not s u f f l c i e r l t  t o  warrant hand mining. dpproximately one t o  two cent  '. 

,J pans on bedrock were obtained from t h e  b e s t  spots ,  A ske tch  was made of :. t h e  upper r i v e r .  The bedrock i s  a r g i l l i t e s  and s h a l e s .  A 6-inch seam 
of l i g n i t e  c o a l  was found a long  the  bank. 

'\'.I 
t These n a t i v e s  r epo r t ed  a 25-foot ve in  of ga l ena  a t  t h e  head of 
1 
\ Atmugluk Creok, a small  c r e e k  t h a t  f l o v ~ s  from the  r ior theest  i n t o  Kagati  
Q Lake. They have seven c la ims  known a s  t h e  I k c h e s t e r  group. In s t ead  of  

a ve in  of ga:Lena, the  showing 2roved t o  be two a n a l l  q u a r t z - s t i b n i t e  v e i n s  C" about 25 f e e t  a p a r t  i n  a g ray ,  p o s s i b l y  a u g i t e  g r a n i t e .  A ske tch  was made 
and samples were taken as t h e  ve ins  x y  poss ib ly  c a r r y  s o l d  v3lues.  

y. 
1. . . In the  Canyon Crsek a r w  Alfred and Ole Anderson a s  ground 

j s l u i c i n g  on a t r i b u t a r y  o f  Forks Creek. Above Herman Oman is  ground 
s l u i c i y g  on Canyon. The d i s c o v s r i e s  on Togiak of last  gear  were m d e  on 
T r a i l  Creek about 5 mi_les south of Canyon Creek and over  t h e  d i v i d e  on the  

' Togiak River  watershed. The f i rs t  discovsry was ~ a d e  by a Lapp, &fathew 
1 Spain. I3e and h i s  son a r e  ground s l u i c i n g  and have t a k a n  out a t o t a l  of 
I i s i x  ounces. S i x  na t ives  a r e  3~0rking  below. This  c reek  was repor t ed  t o  
! be i n  a box canyon - ~ i t h o u t  much g r a v e l  and t he  gold on  bedrock beneath 
/ l a rge  g l a c i a l  boulders ,  A s  a r s s u l t  o t h s r  smll d i s c o ~ e r i e s  were made 
' and t h e  Togiak River was s taked  f o r  several.  mi les  down. However, t h e r e  " i s  no a c t i v i t y  t h i s  season o t h e r  t han  t h e  n a t i v a s  and L a p p .  

G i l l  XcIntyre,  N. Idel l ick and TNiseml of Bethe l  have 43 claims 
s taked  on Taylor  Creak, a t r i b u t a r y  of  t h e  Hol i tna .  Last season they  
r i lXed  85 h o l e s  wi th  a 4-inch a i r p l a n e  d r i l l  and r e p o r t  good values.  

b%he  bedrock was repor ted  a s  s l a t e  and s h a l e  and t h e  g r a v e l s  averaged 8 t o  
1.0 f s e t ,  M r .  Wiseman has  promised t o  send a copy of  t h e  l o g s  of all the 
h o l s s  and d e t a i l  information.  

Lars Tenanes and J i m  Johnson were repor ted  o p a r a t i s g  a s c rape r  
and hydraul ick ing  t a i l i n g s  on 'Jillovr Greek near Marshal. 

r epo r t ad  o p e r a t i ~ l g  a d r a g l i n e  on t h e  Stuyahok 
e a s t  o f  k s h a l .  



Alle; 20: Return  t o  a e t h e l .  - - 
 ALE^ 22: Leave Bethel  f o r  F l a t .  

\ - - 
i 

A ~ w t  23-24: The Golden Horn Mine, l oca t ed  3 nj . les  aas t  of F l a t  was - 
examined. T h i s  xi& i s  i n a c t i v e  t h i s  summer, however, tw shipments of &,73/30 
o r e  were nade by Gustue Johnson t h i s  s p r i n g  from o r e  mined l a s t  win ter .  

. 

The lone r  workings were f i l l ~ d  with water and inacces s iS le ,  Hcwever, a  
su r f ace  ske tch  was m d e  and a l s o  of t h e  ucderground workings. The l a t t e r  
in fo r~na t ion  was furn ished  by Gustus Johnson, part, owner, a long . ~ i t h  copies  
of t h e  o r e  shipments and r e t u r n s ,  Th i s  mine i s  i n a c t i v e  due  mainly t o  a 
disagreement among t h e  owners. There is sone remaining or$  i n  t h e  s topes  
and a l s o  r epo r t ed  below t h e  lower l e v e l ,  Vhile t he  o r e  occurs  on a smal l  
ve in  i n  monzonite, it i s  of excep t iona l ly  high grade,  and the  o t h e r  
f e a t u r e s  &ich  w i l l  be r epo r t ed  cn l a t e r  a r e  very i n t ~ r e s t i n g .  

August; 25: ?eter,Misoovi:h a n d  Bans are opera t ing  a hydrau l i c  l i f t  on liX'1333 - /__+--- 

Otter Creek, 3 mi les  e a s t  o f  F l a t .  Th i s  ope ra t ion  i s  a  combination drag- 
l i n e ,  hydrau l i c  and bu l ldoze r ,  noving t h e  g rave l s  t o  t h e  hydraul ic  l i f t  
of 9 f e e t  and f m s t h e r  u s ing  bul ldozer  t:, move t a i l i n g s .  The ground t h a t  \ i s  be ing  worked is on t h e  l e f t  l init  and bench g r a v e l s  t h a t  .were f o r a e r l y  
mined by d r i f t s .  Tho g r a v e l s  vary from 18 t o  27 f e e t  i n  depth and t h e  '- bedrock i s  blocky rnonzonite. Last yea r  f i f t e e n  hundred thousand f e e t  (?)  ', 

\& I?set of bedrock rvas c leaned ,  and about t h e  same t h i s  yea r  is expected. 

$ Only $13,000 has  been recovared thus  fa- t h i s  season. 
+ \  

I n  t h e  O t t e r  p r e c i n c t  t h e  summer has  been comparat ively d ry  and 
t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  was very wet and dur ing  t h e  da t e s  of v i s i t  a l l  ope ra t ions  
were very a c t i v e .  

k\ 
August 26: Olson.& Company on.Ka TI Creek a r e  engaged i n  a  l a r g e  open- 
out  undertaking wi th  two drag  l i n e s  * h e p a y  a t  t h e  head of  Happy was d 
found not t o  be confined t o  t h e  present  s t ream channel ,  but a  r e s i d u a l  
depos i t  of wide width nea r ly  a t  r i g h t  angles  t o  t h e  c r eek ,  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  
slate-monzonite con tac t .  While t h i s  ground is mainly f rozen  and deep, 
I t  con ta ins  v e r y  good va lues .  The ground i s  being worked s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
and t h e  problem of s t a c k i n g  t a i l i n g s  is another  l a r g e  expense. h k ,  Ed 
Olson i s  i n  charge of ope ra t ions ,  and t h i s  ope ra t ion  has  been an expensive 
under tak ing ,  bu t  appa ren t ly  a succes s fu l  one. 

The Northwest Development Company +on upper YJillow Creek i s  doing 
very  l ~ e l l  withl 'a 'dragl ine and bul ldozer  equipment. Th i s  yea r  t hey  have 
cleaned 225,000 f e e t  of  bedrock, The g r a v e l s  a r e  from 8 t o  20 f e e t  deep 
and a r e  f i n e  and no l a r g e  boulders .  Th i s  ope ra t ion  is  i n  charge of Axel , P a w r e n ,  who is  ope ra t ing  very  e f f i c i e n t l y .  



Tlia_~--Iditarod Mining Company is opera t ing  on a cornparat i v e l y  
l a r g e  s c a l e ,  hydraulickirlg i n  a l a r g e  c u t  with bu l ldoze r  and s t a c k i n g  
t a i l i n g s  wi th  d rag l ine .  The g r a v e l s  a r e  about 38 f e e t  t h i c k ,  f rozen  an2 
covered d t h  20 f e e t  of b lack  f rozen  much. Hydraulic opera t ions  a r e  A+,73-ld 
used t o  thaw and thawed g r a v e l s  a r e  pushed i n t o  bedrock s e t  boxes with 
bul ldozer ,  Th i s  yeer  t h e  company expec ts  t o  c lean  up 235,000 f e e t  of 
bodrock at an average depth of  60 f e e t .  Here aga in  i s  another  huge and 
expensive o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e r e  is some doubt ,  according t o  pub l i c  op in ion ,  
a s  t o  whether o r  not it w i l l  be  succes s fu l .  bk, P, T.  Jensen I s  i n  charge, 

August 27: The Chicken Creek Xining Company under t h e  supe rv i s ion  of - 
W, F. ZXlfty 1s doing exceedingly well .  Cperat ion he re  i s  with bu l ldoze r  
i n t o  boxes and a repumping o f  water .  The shortage of  water  has  rllade t h i s  
ope ra t ion  necessary  while d u r i n g  per iods  of  r a i n  smal l  c u t s  a r e  worked by /-! hq3  
ground s l u i c i n g  a t  t k e  head o f  Chicken Creek. Boulders a r e  s tacked  wi th  
high l i n e ,  r u n  by steam power. This  conipeny expects  t o  c l e e n  100,000 f e e t  

bfi of bedrock t h i s  year .  Last win te r  t h i s  company d id  considerab1.e d r i l l i n g  
> . , a  on t h e i r  ho ld ings  on lower Chicken Creek. Th i s  was repor t ed  a s  very  

favorable .  D. Kromm has  l s a s e d  t h e s e  lower claims. He has  appl ied  f o r  " an  R. F. C. l o a n  t o  buy u dredge f o r  t h i s  ground, The pay was repor t ed  
over a width of  1,000 f e e t ,  and t h e  g r a v e l s  have an average depth of 24 
f e e t .  VBLues obtained were not  given. 

, f: 
.A: Capt. Baker is shovel ing- in  on bench claims on lower Chicken 

a \ Creek, '+ - , \'I , 
I\, 

Agoff & ScukofR a r e  ground s l u i c i n g  on Pince  Creek, u p a r a l l e l  
c reek  e a s t  of Chicken Craek, 

The S tuve r  Brothers  a r e  ope ra t ing  a smal l  h i g h l i n e  sc rape r  and 
us ing  s p l a s h  d m  high up on t h e  mountain a t  t h e  head o f  Happy Creek. 
Numerous boulders  vrere r e p o r t e d  and t h e  ground about 20 f e e t  deep. 
This  ground was repor ted  averaging  60 c e n t s  p e r  bedrock f o o t .  

Char les  Yost and Tom Haines a r e  hydraul icking h i &  up on up- 
grade o r  head of  F l a t  Creek, Thus f a r  t h i s  season 147 ounces have been 
obtained,  They expect t o  c l e a n  up 23,000 f e e t  of bedrock. They have 
t l l ree men working bes ides  themselvas.  Kumerous monzonite boa lders  and 
shortage of water  has  been severe  handicaps. 

Below Yost snd Haines ,  W. V. Sakow is hydraul ick ing  with two 
nozz les  and f o u r  men on a c l a im owned by  D. Strandberg. This  ground 
averages 50 c e n t s  a bedrock f o o t .  The bedrock i s  uneven and f r a c t u r e d  
monzonite. They expect .to c l e a n  25,000 f e e t  of bedrock t h i s  season. 



P a t r i c k  Savage i s  hydraul ick ing  on t h e  ground of  t h e  Alpha. 
Nining Conpagy on N;?ha Creek, a  t r i b u t a r y  of F l a t  Creek, 5 mi l e s  -51 

.\ south  of  P l a t .  Threa men have been employed pa r t  of t h e  seeson. Th i s  hlh13 
year  12,000 f e e t  of bgdrock was cleaned on ground t h a t  averages about 
50 c e n t s  t o  t h e  bedrock f o o t .  It was upon t h i s  proper ty  t h e t  t h e  f a t a l  
acc ident  (powder explos ion)  of Yi l l iam Savage occurred August 14  of t h i s  
year.  

August 28: T<%-Awe iflining ,Sompany, a  new opera t ion  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  drag- 
l i n e  and bu l ldoze r  and e l eva t ed  boxes, i s  loca t ed  on Flat; Creek two mil.ss 
south  of  F l a t .  Th i s  i s  a  pa r tne r sh ip  arrangement c o n s i s t i n g  of t h e  Av~e 
bro the r s  and Henry W a n d  of F l e t .  M r .  F. $1. Awe i s  i n  charge. The )(h.q3-3' 
company h a s  a lease on seven claims. They employ 12 men. 'They have 
cleaned up lC0,000 f e e t  of bedrock and exgect  t o  c lean  up es much more. 
Th i s  is  an  expensive o p e r a t i o n  with many f a c t o r s  con t r ibu t ing ,  The 
ground ahead of  t h e  d r a g l i n e  hes not been proven and they  a r e  working 
s i d e  pay a longs ide  dredge t a i l i n g s .  Reports  a r e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t hey  
a r e  not making expenses, 

U o t i l a  and Ogriz a r e  ope ra t ing  a d r a g l i n e ,  bu l ldoze r ,  and ii /,73 A'* 
h y d r a u l i c - " W d 1 e s  ' southeast  o f  F l a t  on S l a t e  Creek. They eiuploy 12  man. 
T a i l i n g s  a r e  s tacked  wi th  d r a g l i n e ,  Eydraul ic  and bu l ldoze r  move g r a v e l s  ?\ i n t o  bedrock boxes. They have encountered cons iderable  f rozen  ground 6 arid w i l l  on ly  c l e a n  up 250,000 bedrock f e e t  a s  compared t o  350,000 bed- 

* '  rock f e e t  last  year .  They have an a i r p l a n e  d r i l l  and d r i l l i n g  has  been 
i n  p rog res s  a l l  season on upper S l a t e .  

. fi 
-- Q ?&-A T h e . o o r e  Cr-eek X n i n g  -C-ornpny, a new operat  ion ,  i s  mining - -- 

'A' with  d r a g l i n e  and bul ldozer  on  Moore Creek, a  t r i b u t a r y  of  t h e  Takotca \ 1' ,\; River.  This company has 1 4  c la ims  and a f r s c t i o n  and i s  owned by Charles  &q 
and Gus U o t i l a ,  Elmer Ke tu r i a ,  and John Ogriz.  ?,Toore Creek J s l o c a t e d  ((*q3' 

' 37 miles  e a s t  o f  F l s t .  They have an a i r p l a n e  f i e l d  1250x100f,  c o s t i n g  
$3,000. Thus f a r  130,000 bedrock f e e t  have been cleaned. The ground 
r u n s  betwcen 30 and 50 c e n t s  t o  the  bedrock f o o t .  This  is t h e  second 
year of o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  c o n p n y ,  however, t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  year  wi th  
d rag l ine .  

The Fairbanks 3 x p l o r a t i o n  Com~any d r i l l e d  wi th  f o u r  men and 
a i r p l a n e  d r i l l  on &!!ore Crsek, ha l f  a  mi le  below t h e  hold ings  of t h e  
Moore Creak Mining Company. On da te  of  v i s i t  t he  d r i l l  had been moved 

, t o  Fourth o f  J u l y  Creek, 

A u ~ t  29: The dredge of  t h e  Kor.t;h--&er.icanGol.d Dredging Company, owned - - 
by Alex M~itheson, has  been ope ra t ing  a l l  season wi th in  t h e  t o m  of F l a t ,  
Coosiderable  o f  t h e  grcun? was t h e  re-dredging of t h e  t a i l i n g s  former ly  dj,13*2 

dredged by Shonbeck and Beatoc. Hatheson, vrhile  dredgemaster f o r  Shonbeck 
and Beaton, discovered t h i s  sma1:L dredge w a s  not d igging  t o  bedrock. Ire 
bought t h e  dredge and p rope r ty ,  lengthened t h e  bucket l i n e  and hae made 
e success  by redredging,  EIe amployes 20 men on t h e  dredge ,  thawing with 
p o i n t s ,  and d r i l l i ~ g  wi th  a  5-inch d r i l l .  This  year he expec ts  t o  dredge 
between 400,000 and 500,000 f q e t  o f  bedrock. 



The R:i.ley, I n v e s t ~ e n t  Company's dredge on O t t e r  Creek e a s t  
n i i-7 of F l a t  h a s  beenuope ra t ing  ainoe June 10. They have dredged n e a r l y  I(Xq3-4 

\ '200,000 f e e t  of  bedrock. S i x t e e n  men a r e  employed. The ground was 
! 'reported as averaging 20 c e n t s  t o  t h e  bedrock foot .  The company is  

I \ -  
'Y 

thawing wi th  70 p o i n t s  and 700 sweaters .  

I August 30-September 1: Await plane and f l y i n g  weather. 

In summary i t  may be added t h a t  p i c t u r e s  were taken of  n e a r l y  - 

a11 o p e r a t i o n s ,  Rainy and cloudy weather hindered t h e  t ak ing  of  good 
p i c t u r e s .  I h r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  month t h e r e  were only t h r e e  days without  
r a in .  T h i s  nade t r a v e l i n g  by air  much delayed. I l e t a i l  no tes  were t aken  
of most o p e r a t i o n s  a s  t o  na tu re  of  g r a v e l s ,  na ture  o f  gold and concen t r a t e s , -  
machinerly, s t c .  These w i l l  be conta ined  i n  d e t a i l  s h o r t  r s p o r t s  of each 
opera t ion .  Nearly every o p e r a t i o n  wi th  t h e  use of modern machinery have-  
discovered m y  en l igh ten ing  f a c t s  about  i t s  use,  t h e  ground i t s e l f ,  many 
new problema and methods have developed, which given i n  d e t a i l  r e p o r t s  _ 
w i l l  be educa t iona l  t o  t h e  p l a c e r  i n d u s t r y  as a whole. 

I n  r ega rds  t o  t h e  lower Kuskokwim reg ion  from Goodnews Bay t o  
t h e  Tuluksdr ,  t h i s  o f f e r s  one of t h e  g r e a t  f u t u r e  dredging a r e a s  o f  
Alaska, Dstail geology of  t h i s  whole r e g i o n ,  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  i n t r u s i v e s  
and l i m i t s  o f  i c e  a c t i o n  would be a  g r e a t  help. Th i s  r eg ion  has  many 
advantages i n  r e spec t  t o  dredging a s  compared t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of Alaska. 
Even the  i c e  a c t i o n  i t s e l f  wi th  a l l  i ts  d e s t r u c t i v e  agencies ,  has also 
been in son@ respec t s  a cor l t r ibu t ing  f a c t o r  f o r  advsntageous mining of  
t h i s  kind. These w i l l  be contained i n  a genera l  r e p o r t  o f  t h i s  region.  
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