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SUMMARY REPORT OF MINING INVESTIGATIONS IN THE
CACHE CREEK, INNOKC, IDITAROD, ANTAX~TULUKSAK,
AND GOODNEWS BAY DISTRICTS
to
B. D. STEWART, COMMISSIONER OF MINES
and
ITINERARY OF J. C. ROEHM, ASSOCIATE ENGINEER,
TERRITORIAL DEPARTMENT OF MINES,
September 1 to 30, 1938,

Beptember 2-3. En route Valdez to Anchorsage.

Cache Cresek Distrioet:

The Cache Creek district was not visgited this season. The
following notes were received from individuals who visited the distriot
this year.

Pat MoDonald, Inc. sold their complete equipment, including ¢$J\
washing plant and hydraulic to the newly organizedygpgggne Peters Creek
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Mining Company. This latter company was reported as having taken over”

‘the complete holdings of the Peters (Oreek Mining Company including the

Cache Oreek holdings leased from Morgan & Kellog last fall, Mr. Porter is
in charge for the new company. The washing plant was operated on Peters-
Cresk most of the season. An early oclosing was brought about by the lagk
of profitable pay. This condition was anticipated during the visit last
fall, The river bed of Peters Creek had been worked by the 0ld company
upstream to a point within the ¢anyon whers the narrowness would not
permit the pessing of the plant. The Cache Creek holdipgs were reported
tested this season, but results were not learnad.

This company was operating on a small scale lagt season during the
writer's visit, The deposit 1s an o0ld chennel exposed on a bench of
Nugget Creek end covered with glacisl moraine. Three shifts were worked
during the seagon, and good returns wore reported.

C. L. Wapgner 1is operating his hydraulic plant on Bird Creek
with a small erew., Mike Trepte is operating agaln this ssason on Dutech
Creek with a gmall ocrew, He has a gmell hydraulic plant. On upper
Paters Creek, Jenkins is operating a hydrauiic plant with a small crew.
¥, Sanderson 1s operating a amell hydraulie with one men on ground leased
from Nagley located on Fallg Creek. Carlson and Anderson are operating
with a small hydraulic on upper Falls Creek. Mr, Muir is sniping on
Dollar Creek. Jack DeVault has six men employed and is operating a new
hydraulic plant on Pass Creek in the Fairview section, Shonbeck & Beaton
have taken over ten clalms at the head of Mills Creek from Sem Wagner.
They are starting a cut with bulldozer end hydraulic. Thres men are
employed. Nick Balalnof is hydraulicking alene on Cache Crsak,
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September 8. Arrive Takotna,

A Innoko Precinet:

precinct this season hes been remarkadle. The early months were rather
dry and a shortage of water was reported. Gemnerally, the oparations wers
succegsful and a greater gold production for this district is anticipated.
Four dredges, seven draglines and three operations: with bulldozers repre=-
gent the lerger operations within the district. Three drills were re-
ported in operation. Two more draglines are ‘o be purchased for opera-
tions next year.

l The expansion of placer mining activities within the Imnoko
i
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September 10, Takotna to Folger-Flat en route to Nyes,

Ophir District:

\&\ In the Cripple Creek area a new Northwest dragline, 14 yard L
\\dgbucket wag put into operation on Bear COreek at -the mouth of Folger gt
Creek. Thls operation is kmown as Hard, Uotila & Hanson., The dragline
. ~ arrived on the property on July 19, Fourteen men have been employed during
the season., This company hes two diesel Caterpillars, an R. D. 6 and an
\Q R. D. 8. They have just completed an sirplane landing field and a long
« bedrock drain. WA
‘x,/
Q\~ The Cripple Creek Mining Company at Folger has been operating all ﬁ“b
] geason with 29 men employed. To date over a half million bedrock feet hag
been mined with a production of $100,000. Another hundred thousand bed-
rock feet is expected to be mined before the end of the sseason,

, The newly orgenized company, kmown as Three Minerg, Ins. under
the managamsnt of Havenstrite and Schweasdell, 15 operating & Bucyrus-Erie
dregline, 13 yard bucket, and a Caterpillar and bulldozer on Eaperanto d'ﬁ
Cresk. This creek is a tributary of Madison Creek which flows into iyb
Tolstol Creek. This company has 15 meun employed. Reports were that this
company produced $70,000 in gold this season. The company has optioned
20 miles of ground on Cemp Creek, located in the Kaiyuh Mountains. This
placer ground was steked by John Repo, and Andy Schweagdell last year.
This season the coumpany has a crew of three men sinking test pits., Next
season the company intends to put a dragline on this property, according to
raports.

8id Paulson is operating his hydraulic and bulldozer on Colorado
i Creek with an average crew of 10 men. Next year he intends to buy a
dregline and operste the deeper creek gravels.,

J S1lx men ware reported as prospecting in the vicipnity of the
“ Cripple Mountains. Last winter Mike Kovack sank a 90-foot shaft on a
bench on Graham Creek Delow Cripple Creek,
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In the Ophir area the transfer of the Ganes Creek Dredging b&’ k

\ Company property, including drsdge and holdings on Ganes Creek, to the K$ ‘

newly organized Holky Dredging Company, has brought about a much more :

profitable operdtiéh. This dredgs was started on Mey 19 and has been running :
continuougly., This company is operstsd by A. A. Shonbeck and associatss. f““‘~

Seventesn men have been employed during the season, Two drill crews
started in July drilling on Ganes Creek,

P. Savege and Matheson have taken over nearly all the ground on
Spruce Creek, and they were reported as moving in a dragline this season.
They are also operating thelr flums dredge on upper Ganes Oresk with
elght men employed on the dredge.

Speljack is operating a hydraulic and pumping plent with Cater- .
‘Q‘pillar and ldozer on the Coffey Bench c¢laim on the right limit of

Ganes Creek, J, Geskey is sluicing with qne man and smaell hydraulic
on a bench on the right limit of Lower Ganes Creek. Joe Degan is also
hydraulicking with one man on the right limit of lower Ganes Creek.
It was reported he was finding numsrous nuggets showing part native silver :
‘i} and part gold., Frank Moss is operating a traction drill of his own make, ‘
| 5-inch, on Ganes Creek above Spaulding Creek. Vibe & Sohweasdell have been ‘
'~ operating their dragline on Spaulding Creek with a crew of eight men.
s A very profltable season was reported. The Puntilla dredge has been
\\ perating all season on Little Creek. Nine men ars employed. J. VWare
“and R. Jackama are hydraulicking on ‘'a bench oh the »ight limit of Spruce ‘
.-.Oreek. Mrs, Anderson is sontinuing drift miring on Anvil Oreek. The N
"Zaiser Bros, are operating a b ulldozer on upper Spaulding Creek. They |
“are bulldozing into boxes and have 4 men employed. Thé Yankes Creek
Rggg%ﬁg was Pecently purchased by N. J. Vibe along with all the holdings
_.of the Flume Dre ing Company. The dredge sterted July 20 and elght
< \an.are employed.\ Strandberg and Sons have been operating their drag-
**Iine on Candle Creek. They have 14 men employed. Operations were
Teomewhat curtailed this season due to lack of diesel oil, which during
¢\+he latter part of the semson had to be flown in by plane. Uotily &
Mo0griz have been operating their dragline on Moord Oreek. They have
w14 men employed, Reports were that they have been severely handicapped
¥3rby a deep overburden and were not doing as good as expected.

\'.

“Iditerod Aresa:

The season in the Iditerod placer area was reported as equal to
last season and a similar figure in produstion is expected. The early
geason was dry and a water shortege was encountered at some operations,
A1l the operations wilth the exception of two are operating at the sams .
capacities as last season. Uotile & Ogriz c¢losed thelr dragline opsration N
on Slate Crsekx after operating part of the season., This dragline is to :
ve moved to 2 new creek, vicinity unkmown, this winter. The_Iditarod
Mining Company closed operatlons on their property on lower Willow Creek,
Mr. P. Jensen, manager, is looking for & new property on which to move
his S~yard dragline. The operations in this district were not visited
|\\ this season.
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Strandberg & Sons drilled Otter Creek for over two mlles down
beginning at the termination of the Matheson property. Low values were
recelved for a distance of two miles and then thess values fell to nil.
Reports wore that {hree million dollars was blocked out within this area,
Y Further reports were to the effect that this property was turnmed down
. by Strandbarg's enginesr. It was estimated that a dredge cost would be
$650,000 and a four million dollar block of ground was needed before any
profit could be made on the operation. Miscovich & G. Rodman are operat- KX'I?‘QS
ing a hydraulic on Julian Creek 30 miles southeast of Flat. Tight men
are employed. =

—y September 1ll. Arrive Nyac.

Increased activity in the Aniak-~-Tuluksak distriet was noted,
due to new discoveries and expansion within the opsrating companies, Three
new draglins operations, with possibly a fourth, are the promise for
: next season. More progpecting followed by drilling and testing ls being
' carried out in this district and south into the Toglak area, than last
{ seagson, JFour drills are in operation this season and congiderable test
~p1tting ias to be dome this coming winter seaason.

Gus Wilson aold his machinery and lsase on Marvel Creek to H.
Dukend & Awe of Flet for $25,000. The placer ground on Taylor Crask,
Gi;owned by Wiseman and associates of Bsthel has been lsaged to Strandberg
and Sons, Further drilling will be done on this property this fall,

The New York Alasks Gold Dredging Company had a very busy
\(geason. Two dredges were operated from May 3 until November 5, on
“Ywhich date the new bunk house caught fire by an upknown cause and
burned to the ground. Axel Auldmenn was trepped within the burning
igstructure and burped to death, Due to lack of further housing facilities
.the men had to be flown out, and the dredges closed for the season.,
@Work was also discontinued on the new hydro-slectric project. The 21,000
w feet of ditech was completed this season and the powsr house was built,
\\It was the intent of The company to complete the first of the three 500
VH, P. units this season, but due to the fire this was not completed.
TgThis company has a total of 243 adj)oining claims on Bear Creek, 1uluksak
Cl\gniver, end several of their tributaries. Last winter Ophir Creek was
<Y leased and drilled by the company. The highest pay hole gave results of
28 cents a yard. Most of the holes were nil asnd traces, and as a result
' the lease was dropped.

’ The No, 2 dredge was enlarged from a l% cuble foot to a 2

! publc foot by the addition of enlarged lips on the dbuckets. Thls dredge
averaged 1800 cubic yards dailly with results over a thousand dollars per
day in gold. The No. 3 dredge was operated continuously with a capacity
of 3700 cubic yards dally. This dredge waas operating on lowsr pay gravsls,
A $300,000 production was expected this year, however, the early closing

. date may have caussd the actual production tc have fallen short of this

figure.

i
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Granite Creek:

September 14, A new dimcovery of placer gold was made on Granite
Creesk by Clearence Marsh., Granite Creek 1is a small tributary of the e
6::Tuluksak River, which it joins 10 miles below the junction of Bear Creek, n 4l
Tts length, with its largest tributary, is six miles, Clarence Marsh and
;§?assooiates, J. VWinters and Alex Liska, have a group of 38 claims staked
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on the creek, The creek was staked last winter and the discovery was
made in drilling this season in July. On August 1, Marsh started operating
with bulldozer and four men, bulldozing into boxes. Four holss were drilled
j on ¢lalm No, 1l below diseovery. The average dapth was 8 Yfeet to bedrock.
A total of 43,000 bedrock feet is expected to be cleaned this season. The
~ bedrock c¢leaned averaged 30 cents per bedrock foot. Thls winter the creek
is to be drilled. TFrou the geological conditions that exist in this &rainage
basin and the surrounding hills, very favorable results should be obtained,
During the perilod of September 12-25 the entire time was spent in
the examination of the tributary creeks of the Tuluksak River and Bsar:
QDOreak. The New York Alaska Gold Dredglng Company is very anxious to
obtain favorable ground Tor tutiure operstion. Advice was given the company
freely, regarding certain creeks that were suspected., Marsh's ground on-
Granite Creek was recommended to the company as a good possibility for a
v~amall dredge. In covering this erea and the numerous oreeks favorable con-
leideration of the creeks depended on their location wlth referemce to the
granlte intrusive within the area and whether or not they hed been subject
to ice action. Thus the writer begen the construction of a geological mep
showing the limits of the intrusive. This covers an area of approximastely
\240 squara miles, It was the intent, through the cooperation of the company
i furnishing the plane and aerial oamara, to meke complete photographs of the
\section on which the writer was to apply the geology. Continued foggy and
-~ ralny weather prevented the taking of merial photographs. As a result the
vy eagbern margin of the intrusive granite along the Tuluksaek River to the
Y head of Bear Creek was mepped. To finish the area and include the western
ccontact would require s period of two or three wesks further field work,
This would reveal cresks which may posgibly contain good pay. The eerly
sumier monthg, May and June, would be the period of best weather in this
areg, A special report of this district and the creeks covered is to be
" compiled, however, this wlll not be a completed report of the dilstriect.

September 25. Upper Bear Creek,

John Rrink is opsrating a small hydraulic with one man employed
on c¢laim NO, 3 above discovery on Bear Creek. He has this ground leassd
from the New York Alaska Gold Dredging Company. He started sluicing on
June 16 and ended on September 30. This season he has cleansd 6,000 feet of
bedrock and expects between a $1500 and $2000 clean~up,



John Auld bhas been shoveling-in on Spruce Creek, a tributary
of Bear Creek. He hag had ons man employed and has cleaned 3,000 bedroek
feet, Thus far he has produced 16 ounces.,

‘:4;’.

! On Marwel Creek, Gus Wilson has been operating a drag scraper .-
two shifts with Seven men employed. 43,000 bedrock feat were cleansed +*

this season and a total clean-up of $30,000 is expected, This is his

last season of operation as he sold the mechinery and lease to F. Awe &

H., DuRang of Flat. DuRand is buying a 37 B. Buoyrus-Erie dragline, 65-

foot boom, end 1% yard buckst, D 8800 pumping unit and R. D. 8 Caterpillar,

%for this praoperty.

G. Wilson has made a discovery on uppsr Eagle Creek, into which
Marvel flows, and expects to operate next year, dependi on the reaults
%’3 obtained from test pitting,.

( On TES;E'Creek five men have been employed part of the seasonK

% dolng assesament work. This consisted of test pitting with a Rex pump and
drilling. Twenty-five test pits were sunk and valueg averaging one dollar
8 yard were reported.

%
Jack Pecl,.W. Rice and Roy Douglas have optioned Dr. Carter's )“41
ground on Dome and Loco oreeks and Jim Davidson's ground on Cpipple Creek.,
This season they have threse men engaged in test pitting. The area under
option totals 60 claims, DPay gravels averaging 200 to 300 feet in width
and valuses ranging from '75,«110 $1 a yard were reported. The depth of the pay
gravel ranges from 7 to 9 feet.

Chris Dehl is prospecting with a partner on“Domi’?.on,Creek.
Anderson Bros. have four natives employed shoveling—in on Canyon Creek,

- Marshall Area:

Much interest and activity has been in progress 1n the Marshal
area in the viclnlty of Stuyahok. Thrse new draglines were put in operation
this geason--a second drasgline by the Stuyahok Mining Company, one by the
newly orgenized companry, Keko Mining Company, and the Ericson-Bennet

;'EOpera'bion. A shortsge of water in the early part of the season delayed
@operatione.

A The Stuyahok Mining Company employed 30 men thisg season. Two a-
«’? Bucyrus-FErie draglines and two bulldozers were reported in opsration, [{\(1
These operations are managed by V. Hitt. 350,000 to 400,000 yarde of
gravel wers reported moved,

5
) N The newly organized Kako Mining Company was operating a P. & H.
\\ dragline and bulldozer on Kakd ( Greek, This creek is loceted below
Stuyahok and drains into the Yukon River. Fiffeen men were employed under
WJCl:he panagement of Joe Ramsted.
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Ostness and Johnson were operating with a few men employed near
ﬂFMérshal. Erickson and Bennett are operating with a new Bueyrus-Erie drag-
. ~ line on Nelson Creekx near Marshal. Fifteen men were reported employed.

5 s

Joe Konechney did assessment work on his copper property, located m.
< on Mission Creek in the Russian Mountains. The upper tunnsl, elsvation

} 2700 feot, had a reported length of 350 feet. The lower tunnel, elevatbion

2500 feet, has a length of 560 feet.

Toglak Area: .
/ﬁ\ Two new companies have been fbrmsd in this area within the last
\‘year. Both have been engaged in prospecting and 4rilling,
Q Al Jones of Anchorage has formed the Rainy Creek FPlacers. This

\ company has five men employed, A drilling progiam with an airplane dril}
has been in progress on Rainy Creck all season. The company also has a
V40 H. P, Holt tractor and a one yard scraper in operation stripping. No

mproduotion has been made this season.
% Nat Brown has formed the Toglak Mining Company end has six men
X employed in Trail Creek three miles above its mouth. Trall Cresk empties
\into the Togiask River. He has installed a hydraulice, and 1s slso operating
Q)eu small treotor and home made bulldozer, His hydraulie plant consists of
\<§2,000 feet of pipe, glving an 80-foot head, and two nozzles are used. BHe
gtarted sluicing on September 25 and a small production is expected., The .
gravel averages 3 1o 5 feet in depth, Harry Townsend exemined the opera-
F tion this season., Also, the quartz lode prospects were sampled by Town-
* send on Canyon Creek. Considerable prospecting was reported carrled on
Y in this area this season, but no new discoveries were reported,

September 26. Nyac to Bethel.

Goodnews Bay Digtrici:

74

A good season was reported in the Goodmnews Bay distrielt this 13

year. The dredge of the Goodnews Bay Mining GCompany has been in con=- K\
tinuous operation sinse April 26. This company hes also been opsrating
two draglines. On the left limit of Platinum Creek at the mouth, a very

rich spot was encountered with the dregline and reports were that 300
W ounds of pletinum was taken out in =zix days. Raports were that over a
million dollars in platinum has been mined from this distriet this sgeason.
Ten drills wers reported operating in the area this season.
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N New operations within the dlastriect are the new dredge on Wattamus

@ Craek, new dragline on Kow Kow Creek, and a bydraulic and Caterplllar bull-

\ \\dozer operation on Butte Cresk, Only a few prospectors were reported within
- N the district and most of the drilling ventures were unsuocessful,

LN
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The Clara Creek Mining Company operated their dragline at the
head of Clara Creek at the base of the mountain. Good returns were re-
perted and 18 men were employad. Sam Cotton drilled this season on the
Joe Hill ground on the west slde of Susie Mountain. Negative results were
obtained and the drill and trector was sold to the Goodnews Bay Mining

ompany Jerry Hunter drilled on the west side of Red Mountain with an
airplane drill. Negative resulte wers reported. Roselurnd's drill was
used. Gus Burness also drilled on the west side of Red Mountain with
negative results. Garrison and Son drilled on Margerite Cresk in the
Slug River area, Test plts were slso put down. Some values were reported
on a false hedrock al an average depth of 4 feet.

In the_Arolic section considerable drilling was done by Strandberg
and Sons on Snow Gulch. Results were poor and the option of the P. lossaness

ground was dropped. The Goodnews. Bay Mining Company was drilling on their ¢“0v93

holdings on the Arolic River. Reports were that bedrock was not enmcountereg,
only low values received, and the entirs holdings wsre dropped.

The K Kow Kow Mining Company on Kow Kow Creek experienced considerable
trouble this season, and was reported as only making expenses. They have a

,ol
.new P, & H, dragline, l‘3 yard bucket, and Caterpillar~bulldozer. Fifteen (A

mon were employed. They started sluicing in July and ended in late September.
They mined a cut 1300 by 180 feat, The gravels averaged 7 feet in depth to
a falso bedrock. A production of $30,000 was reported.

Pete Mosseneas employed two men on Snow Gulch and did some sluicing
into boxes with s bulldozer. John Huff had six men employed and was opsrating
a hydrawlic, Caterpillar and bulldozer on Butte Creek. Reports were that a

successful season was experienced. Harry Cloes was reported prospecting in
the Arolic are=a, ‘

{
In the upper Goodnews River area the Bristol Bay Mining (hmpe.ny,“‘D

a newly organized company by ¥. Johnson, Felder “and Gale, ‘constructed their
2=cubic foot dredge and began operating on September 20. The first olean-
up was reported double the drill) values for the ground. This dredge has
a wooden hull and was bullt by V. Johnson. This company also drilled on
Barnum Creek, On this compaeny's Fox Creek holdings, sowme slulcling was dons,
Considerable drilling also was reported and an old pay channel was found.

Two natives, Christen & H. Oya were reported as having discovered
gold at the head of Barmum Creek. $11 in coarse gold was panned at the time
of discovery. Welter Culver did considereble prospect drilling in the
vicinity of the head of the Goodnews River. Reports were that no commercial
gravels were found., T. Edgington, Geo. Romondas and Jack O'Keefe ware
reported ag having made a new discovery on the Ascack Rlver near the hesad,
This river 1s located vest of Togimk Lake and its examct location is not
known,

September 27~30. AY Bethal,

October 1. Bethel 1o Anchorege,
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