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A t o t a l  of seventieen operations,  all placer ,  comprise the  
mining a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Q t t e r  precinct .  While the operations are 
sM.lar i n  number t o  those of I;wo years, ago, an increase i n  gold 
production o f  approximtely  one hundred tbousund do l la r s  is expected this 
season, This  est imate is  based on grea te r  r e tu rns  from the  first two 
months of  operation. While gerlerallly t he  spring season was b a c h w d ,  n o ~ t  
operations s t a r t ed  i n  good time and much e a r l i e r  than those of the  lower 
Kuskokwim. A shortage of water was evident during tho dates of visit ancl 
ra ther  a dry season was i n  e f fec t .  Bet ter  grade ground was encountered 
by the two dredging conpanies, and the  A m  Fining Company and the Ogriz & 
Uoti la  operations have been the  contributing; f a c t o r s  t o  an increased 
production, 

Following is  the  complete l i s t  of operat;iom i n  the  precinct:  

& m y  Egoff has two men employed and i s  hydraulicking on Prince 
?Creek near the head and across t h e  divide from upper Chicken Creek. 

The Stover b o t h e r s  have ttvo men h i red  besides themselves and 
bars preparing ground on the  Sumhit Association Claim located on the  summit 

of t h e  divide butmen Happy and Chicken creeks. This operation was shor t  
4u of water and they were preparing for fall mining, having mined during t h e  

~lpring run-off. 
k 

. J  M.lo Cau@rean i s  hydraulicking and using a hydraulic l i f t  w i t h  
three  men on Upgrade. 

' L 
I\: &ed Lusher is groundslui.ci9g on &lamte Pup alone, 

I 
1 

F. SaJen is  operating alone a small hydraulic on Granite Creek. 

Tbe Riley Inveatmant Company and the  North American dredges c'%y3''' 
s t a r t e d  s l u l . c i G  i n  June t h i s -yea r  on Ot te r  Creek. The former dredge is 
now located a t  t he  eas t  snd of t h e  a i r f i e l d  and t h e  l a t t e r  dredge is  on 
t he  extreme right l:Wt of Otter Oreek opposite t h e  town of Plat .  The 
The Matheson dredge is t o  be r ebu i l t  t h i s  : f a l l  rlslth new power, steel 
~~on'toons and a larger and deeper bucket line. Lktheson d r i l l e d  several 
holes through t he  old t a i l i n g  dum13s on t h e  e a s t  border of the  totm of 
F la t .  Here he found s t i l l  remaining i n  bedrock gold values miLh Ejome 
holes showing as high as ~ i x  d o l l a m  a yard, This  ,pound i s  t o  be re- 
(kedged with t he  remodeled dredge. 



The Awe Mining Company has mined nearly all of i t s  ground on -- ---. _ _  _ _ . 
Flat Creek, and i s  a t  p r e s e n t  operating on the Chioago Bench Claim. To ,3\ 
date t h i s  year, they have mined 280,000 bedrock fee t  and have recovered d k  l 3  
$50,000. They still  have a l i t t l e  remaining ground on the  Tlildcat 
fraction which they intend t o  dri:Ll. This company has optioned all of 
Chicken. Creek from the Chicken Croek Mining Company and they expect t o  
move a l l  of t h e i r  machinery aad crew t o  lower Chicken Creek. They have 
purchased dl the  equipment of the Chicken Creek Mining Company and 
are s ta r t ing  t h i s  operation on upper Chicken Creek, This l a t t e r  opera- 
t ion  i s  a bulldozelp and stack hi@ l ine  scraper. Ths ~ t h e r  operation is  
by dragline and bulldozer. The company is d r i l l i n g  on upwr Chicken Creek 
within a few hundred f e e t  of the  divide between Chicken (Ireelc and Upgrade 
and i s  obtaining workable val~zes. 

Augurrt 12. A t  the  request of He DuRand a i l  F. Awe, the writer 
investigated a l l  of Chicken Creek for  the purpose of determining ele- 
vations, grades and possible mining sections on the creelr. Values 
apparently extend over the entiire length of the  creek, however, only the 
upper p o r t i o n  uud t he  lower soction can be mined due t o  the  great amountof 
boulders i n  the  cen t ra l  portion. For three claim le rg ths  below the 
m r o w  or  canyon-like section, the ground has been drilled. The pay 
ranges f ron~ 150 t o  200 f e e t  i n  width, and ranges from 25 t o  35 cents 
per bedrock foot. The average depth t o  bedrock is 20 feet .  The gravels 
are  medium i n  s i z e  and boulders are  lacking. The greatest  portion of the 
waah i s  monzon8te sands. The gold is fine and of high value. The upper 
portion of Chicken Creek sti l l  contains sections along the  edges o f  the 
old vrorkings which show good pan values, and no doubt sane sections oan be 
worked. Above the o l d  workings more pay has been revealed by drilling snd 
there is  a possible chance of pay t o  near the top of the  divide. Here the 
depth t o  budrock varies  epom 30 t o  45 feet. The material  is residual . moazonl.te  lands and eas i ly  worked, The problem i n  t h i s  section is  lack 

, k of sufficient water f o r  sluicing. 

1'. Savage i s  operating a bulldozer and hydraulic on the Alpha 
Claim a t  the head of F la t  Creek. He has eleven nlen employed. He was re- 
po&ed t o  have produced $15,000 t o  date. 

SlimHuston is operating a hydraulic on tho H i l l  Top Claim on 
Upgrade with two men hired. 

C+us Backstrors is  hydraulicking with tm men on the Idaho C l a i m  
on Upgrade, 

.. 44 
The lbore L +  Creek Compruy. on Moore Creek, 30 miles east of 

Flat  was reporfed .to *h&e 1 2  men employed. To date t h i s  year, they have 
produced $47,000, as reported by .the management. This company has the 
advant~~ge of considerable thawed ground and i s  expcted to do exceptionally 
wel.1 t h i s  season. The company has purchased a new 5-inch Kirk-FXiLbtan 
d r i l l  vhicli i s  being operated t h i s  season with 3 meno 
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The Qorthland Development Company has 10 men employed on 
Wi1:Lov~ Creek below Happy Creek, They havu near ly  reached the mouth of 
Happy C:reel: and next season t he  machinery will be moved t o  lower grade 
ground on lower TNilLovr Creek, 

The Olson Bros. have 10 men employed on Happy Creek. This season , ,d  
they expect t o  close t h i s  operation as all. known pay has been mined. 
Dri l l ing  i ~ ,  however, continuing on bench c l d m  with favorable r e su l t s .  

& h 1 3  

They have an option on PIm. Duffyls ground on upper Happy Creek which 
dero  is t o  be d r i l l e d  t h i s  season. 

Gus Rodma i~ hydrau:liching with two men on Julian Creek. The 
pay ground was reported as nearly worked out. 

. n: O l a f  Olson was reported t o  have found pay on a t r i b u t a r y  of 
. Mchiga~ i  Creek above Silliml Creek, This is  located 35 miles southeast of a Pla t .  A t  t he  present time he i s  groundsluicing with two men. 

Mr. & Nlrs, Iandru a r e  prospecting at the  head of t he  Hoholitna. 
They are t rying t o  locate  a Mode Creek on vhich pay was found several 

? gears ago. 
\ % 

M Erank Roderer has beon prospecting on the  Oskarolic River north 
of Taylor C:reek, a tributary of t h e  Kuskokmim River, llnd was reported t o  
have found pay 75 miles up *om the  mouth. 'i 

1 
R e  Windbar and partner Ere doing. assesment  work on a group of 

claims on IVilLow Creek, the l a t t e r  a t r i b u t a r y  of Fourth of July  Creek, 
eas t  of Mine Creek. 

August 13. ?'he Uo?;ila & Ogriz operation last ye= mined eI.1 . - ,-.. -.~ ,..-?"-,,- 
the hown pay ground on lorrer S l a t e  Creels. They had a poor season and 
intended t o  c lose  t h e  operation. Wing the  m i t o r t s  v i s i t  i n  1937 a t r i p  
was made? on foot  from Flat  Croak. over t h e  divide and down the  north head / 

branch of Slate Creek. Tho monzonite in t rus ive  m s  noted a s  extending ,Ic? 
a short dis tance down t h i s  branch Prom the  head. This int'ormation m s  $-*q3 

given W. Ogriz with the rscomrnendation t h a t  he move h i s  drill from t h e  
main valley of S l a t e  t o  this upper branch. This was done l a s t  year and 
good pay m:3 encountered, This spring one and a half mlles of road was 
b u i l t ,  one mile of bedrock drain was dug by dr.agline, two miles o f  d i t c h  
was dug by c a t e r p i l l a r ,  the en t i r e  camp was moved and s1u:icing s t a r t e d  011 

June 27 of this season. The first cleanup amounted t o  $40,000. The pay 
was found t o  range from 500 t o  600 feet i n  width, 12 f e e t  i n  depth and 
reposted averaging 50 cents per bebock foot .  The l e ~ g t h  of pay is  not 
determined. The gravels are stream l a i d ,  medium t o  f i ne ,  with scat tered 
well-vmrn rocks tvhich apparent1.y m e  the  remaants of un older higher 
channel. Thus .the upper end of t h e  creek contains boLh t h e  present 



concentration direcat from the  monzonite plus a reconcantra-tiion of par t  
of an o1.d channel, 2nd a s  a r e s u l t  has made a workable placer,  Eleven 
wen a r e  employed vrorking. two LO-hcur s h i f t s ,  and mining near ly  1,000 
yards a day. Two hundred thousand bedrock f e e t  i s  the amount t h a t  is  
expected t o  be c lemed t h i s  season, This new discovery only helps  t o  
prove that furtlaer prospecting i s  warranted i n  t h i s  o1.d d i s t r i c t .  The 
sane i s  t r u e  of other placer d i s t r i c t s  where mining has been ca r r ied  on 
f o r  severa l  yews.  

August 14. Pete  Miso&$&& Sons, located on Ot ter  Creek, ,(* 1 3 ~ ~ ~ '  
started sluj.cing i n  May and have already cI?iazled 250,000 bedrock f ee t  
with a production t o  date of $70,000, This operation u t i l i z e s  two 
oa%erpillazls with bulldozers, a NorYthurest Trencheau, two hydraulic 
l i f t s  and two t o  six hydraulie nozelee. Water f o r  hydraulicking is  furnished 
both by g rav i t y  and a ~ s k v a l  low pressure turbine,  pirhich dr ives  a 
Dekva l  cen t r i fuga l  pump furnishing 3600 gal lons  per ~ d n u t e .  Bulldozers, 
hydraulic and Trencheau are used t o  move mater ia l  t o  the  hydraulic lifts. 
The l i f ts  r a i s e  material  from 6 t o  11 f e e t  i n to  the  elevated boxes. 
Occasionally tho bulldozer is  used on t h e  t a i l ings .  Considerable bedrock 
i s  cleaned by h a d .  Two types of l i f t s  are used, The old type is  a 3 4-inch nozzle at the base of a c i r c u l a r  cylinder,  which direof. t he  2 incoming stream i n to  a s t e e l  chamber reduced above. The front half of 
t h e  bowl. is  cut amp on the  bottom t o  allow t h e  material  t o  enter.  
!l%ence it i s  elevated upward i n t o  the throat  v~hich rvidens above and con- k t i nues  i n t o  the  s lu ices  above, The new type of lift is of a l a rge r  
capaci ty  wi%h larger  bowl and has t h r ee  two-inch nozzles instoad of one > *-inch. This type was found more e f f i c i e n t  i n  t h a t  i ts  ac tua l  r a i s e  was 
:found t o  be 1 4  fee t  t o  a 100-foot head. The advantages of using lifts L' 
at t h i s  operation Ere: 

?i; (I) Tile gravel contains a stiff c l ay  sediment m i c h  the l i f t  
'1: breaks up readily and a c t s  more e f f i c i e n t l y  than a washing p l a t .  

\ .- (2 )  Furnishes su f f i c i en t  water f o r  s lu ic ing  and el iminates  
!', nozzle man, 

( 3 )  Eleva.t;ion of boxes gives t a i l i n g  room, end el iminates 
use of dragline. 

(4)  lu'o s lu ice  men needed as aay rock l i f t e d  goes through 
S ~ U ~ C ~ B  . 

( 5 )  Using tvro l i f t s  and working i n  two cuts reduces oraste 
of time i n  moving. 

P i c tu r e s  and measurernenbs of each type of l i f t  were taken and a spec ia l  
:repost w i l l  l a t e r  be m i t t e n .  A blue p r in t  of the  new ty-pe was p~omised 
'by Liiscovich. These l i f t s  could be  used t o  a great  advan-tiage on proper t i es  
with plenty  of water and where s t iff  c l a y  is encountered, e l iminat ing a 
trommel screen. 

August 15, Fla t  t o  R0Uc-y Dredging Company, Ganes Creek. 



The @J&-@edgl$ng =C$mpgy s t a r t ed  operating on my 26 arid io A & C  

located on Claim No. 2 Below Discovery. !The capaci ty  of t h e  dredge is  ,+.,bi 
2,000 yards da i ly  andl a t o t a l  of 1 7  men are employed. The dredge 5 

opera'tes 24 hours da i l y  with two re@= 10-hour s h i f t s  and one 4-how 
I s h i f t ,  Considerable f rozen ground has been encountered t h i s  year, 

Stripping i s  done with b~ l l l doze r  and points are used io t he  frozen areae. 
The d:redge has been improved considerably and c:Leansd up. A new Ingeraoll  
two-cylinder eompresuor, and nevr arc and acetylene welders have been 
added. A netv machino shop has been b u i l t  on land. The company owus two 
Fairbanks make &ill# and has a crew engaged i n  d r i l l i n g  on Ganes Creek, 

ti 
two miles below the  dredge. Good values were roported as being found. 

.\ C 

'4 
- 

Frank I _ly.._-.l SpelJack _. _ _ _ _  i s  operating two bulldozers and a hydraulic p ' 
plant on t he  Coffy Bench on the  r igh t  limit of Ganes Creek, just below A h  

.. r the  H o w  dredge. HEI hat; i n s t a l l ed  a new D-13000 c a t e r p i l l a r  rmit with 
ALlie Chalmers pump fo r  hydraulic pressure, pumping t h e  water from Ganes 

, \-: Creek up onto the  bench, a v e r t i c a l  distance of near ly  a hundred feet .  
some gravity water which is  used t o  t h a w .  This operation has 

been sucoessf'ul t h i s  season due t o  t he  Pact that he does not have 
water t o  thaw s u f f i c i e n t  ground a t  t h e  r s t e  t h a t  he is  equipped 

t o  mine. Last spr ing i n  cooperation with the  Holky Dredging Company 
Speljack bui l t  one and a half miles o f  road extending f r o m t h e  Rolky 
dredge down Ganes Creek on t h e  r igh t  l i m i t  t o  Spe l jackTs  crrmp and thence 
a bridge across G.anes Creek and one half  mil-e of p a r t l y  b u i l t  road down on 
the  l o f t  limit. Speljack claims t ha t  a sum of between t h r ee  and four 
thousand do l la r s  is due them from the Terri-t;ory f o r  t h e  cos t  of building, 

/ U-(.....Y.I~~ Vibe & Schwy+d&l . . are operating t h e i r  dragl ine  on Spauldlng 
Creek. They s t a r t e d  sluicing on June 25 and have nine men mplioyed work- 
ing two lQ-hour shifi;s. This year w i l l  complete t h e i r  upper ground, amdh 
they have one season9s  work a t  t he  mouth of Spaulding. T h i ~  year u new 

Cate rp i l l a r  un i t  with a 10r12 Allis Chalmers pump was purohaeed 
supply water f o r  t h e  washing plant .  Gravity water was formerly used. 

season a t o t a l  of $'72,000 was recsverecl from 350,000 bedrock feet. 
same amounts are expected f o r  t h i s  season. 

I 
August 16. -.-- Crave3 -.-- and Zaiser have a h a e e  on e i&t  claims 

a11ove Vibe & 8chmasdal.3. omed by J o h  Riecll of Takotm. mey have 
, pllrchased a Northwest; dragline,  one and one-.fourth yards, and u 40 R. P. 
; Internat ional  t r a c t o r  wi th  bulldozer. The wash:Lng p l a t  had just been 
I 

L 
completed on date of v i s i t  and they were ready t o  begin mining. Their 
pay ranges from 60 t o  180 feet i n  width and t h e  gravels r a g e  from 4 t o  

, ; ' 6 f e e t  i n  depth. Cold water springs that; flow both summer and winter - furnish water and keep t h e  gravels thawed, 
' I  LAC 

Moss & Larsen liIining Company, a newly organized partnership,  
purchased theTa7wSs'-Gd "Biattheson=df.edge on upper Ganes Creek. The 
dredge and some ground was purchased fo r  tho sum of $8,000. Thus the  
company owns Prom Seven Above Upper ~ i s c o v e r y  t o  Twenty-foul. Above. 
Tlie d:redge was put i n t o  operation August 13 and l a t e r  r epo r t s  were 

, t ha t  the f i r s t  clemup arnomted t o  $8,000. TPm 10-how and one P h o u r  
s h i f t  is worked on the  dredge with a t o t a l  of nine men empl-oyed. 



i C. Gobel, who owns f i v e  c l a i m  on Mackg Gulch, right l im i t  of 
I 

,' Gmes Creek, is operating a smll hydraulic with three men employed. 
He h i r e s  a ca t e rp i l l e r  and b ~ a l d o z e r  t o  clean bedrock of each cut .  
F i r s t  cut t h i s  year m e  800 bedrock f e e t  and a Pecovery of 23 ounces of 

was 
Haig & Olivera have 60 feeat of boxes with pole r i f f l e s  s e t  

up a t  the  mouth of Fraction Gulch, and a re  shoveling-in at odd times. 
This ground i s  s t i l l  i n  dispute as t o  ownership between t he  Gr i f f in  

- k. E s t a t e  and Holky Dredging Conlpang. 

4 Fred Holky and Frank 1U.nte a r e  hol.ding the  old. Carter  qmrbz 
protjpoct, located a t  the head of Spaulding Creek. This yeart. they have 
started t o  build a road off  the  Takotm-Ganes Creek road t o  the property. 

I 
Clif f  Hawkins i s  prospecting for quartz on Spmce, L i t t l e  and 

upper Ganus  creeks. 

. , Viaislo Funt i l l a  is  operating his flume dredge on claims Eight and 
; Rim Above, Gold Run, on L i t t l e  Creek. Be s ta r ted  t h i s  season on June 
i 

27 and is  wor:king t w o  12-howb shifts .  Eight men are employed. The 
: dredge is encoute r ing  considerable frozen ground and not doing ao good 

t h i s  year. Last year's prodtlction amounted t o  333 ouncers. 

Degnan & Ropaader have taken over the  old Spe:Ljack operation,  bd -.?D 
h o r n  as - t h =  group on t he  r i g h t  l i m i t  of' L i t t l e  Creek, o n e - M i  
mile up Worn t he  mouth. They have 'a t o t a l  of 10 claims. The operation i s  
a hydraulic with two In te rna t iona l  tractors with bulldozers,  bulldozing 
a d  hydraulicking in to  boxee set on bedrock. They have six men employed 
besides tkemselvee and work Gm 10-hour s h i f t s .  Since t he  ground is 
frozen and var ies  from four t o  twenty-five Wet i n  depth, averaging 
eleve11 f e o t ,  several  cuts  are s t a r t e d  at once and thus u t i l i z e  na tura l  
thawing. This year they expect t o  c lean  two hundred thousand bedrock 
f e e t ,  The ground atas reported averaging 60 cents t o  t he  bedrock foot. 

< .& 
I Ci 

Last year Nels Vibo pujcchased t h e  Yankee Creek dredge f o r  $16,000 
$+I.' 

' a d  pa id  $3,000 fo r  16 patented and 18 unpatented, c1Lai.m owned by the 

1 
Fl.ume Dredging Company. A t  the present time there  1s considerable d i ~ -  

I 
put9 us  t o  t he  ownership of the :18 unpatented clairm3. '&is year the 
dredge was reported as doing except ional ly  well with nine men employed, 

p- .- 
sic 1- 

---- " -.___ >---._"_ _. 
+ The Ophir Development Company, which holds f i f t y  claims extend- ,? 

'?- ing from the  mouth of G m s s  Creek t o  the t o m  of Ophir on the  l e f t  limit b4 
of t he  Innoko River, has d r i l l e d  a t o t a l  of 140 holes on twelv d r i l l  k!- 

, ,$ lines, 750-foot in tervals .  Roles are a t  100-foot interwale and v83.y i n  
- d ~ ~ p t h  from 16 t o  46 feet. The gold i~ f i n e  and the  pay is  uniform, The 

Olson Bros. e re  in te res ted  i n  t he  d r i l l i n g  of t h i s  ~ o u n d .  



A u g u s t  17. Matheson ----- & Savage -- have bought f i v e  d l e s  of ground 
, eL- 

on Spruce Creek, a t r i bu t a ry  of the  fnnoko River below U t t l e  Creek. i k b ~  ,. This i s  a new operation with dragline, hydraulic and bulldozer which 
s t a r t e d  mining on June 7 of t h i s  year, Mining s t a r t e d  on the  Wan Jones 
and Hickelaon ground, located two and one-half miles up from the mouth, 
on C l a i m .  No. m e e  Above Discovery. The pay averages 300 f e e t  i n  width. 
Several spots  were worked i n  ear ly  days. 'The center port ion is i n  thawed 
ground and t h e  benches frozen, They expect t o  clean 300,000 bedrock 
f ee t  t h i s  seasola with 130,000 bedrock f e e t  a l ready cleaned. The gravel  
averages seven f e e t  i n  depth, but is over la in  with. 6 t o  15 f e e t  of black 
mck. The bedrock i s  shale  with numerous porphyry reefs. Hydraulic water 
is used f o r  thawing and moving gravels i n to  bedrock boxes, Ca te rp i l l a r s  
a r e  used t o  move mater ia l  t o  the hydraulic i n  f ron t  of boxes azrd a 
dragline is used t o  dip t a i l i ngs ,  A -t:otal of 12 men are  employed, The 
company ovms and operates a &inch Kirk-Hillman placer  d r i l l .  This 
company has been very successf'ul t h i s  season. 

i'. I , , -3 

E 1 ~ H a r b i s  s t i l l  operating h i s  steam high l i n e  scraper on hb 1;" 
Ophir ~ r e e z  five miles up Prom the  mouth, A to ta l .  of eight  men are 
employed ancl the  plant  is operated two 8-how shi f t s .  This season a 
shortage of water necess i ta ted t he  purchase of a pumping plan't. Costs a r e  
ge t t ing  higher at t h i s  operation due t o  cost  of pmpirlg water and t he  \ use of t h e  bulldozer fo r  s t r ipping and bui lding of considerable ditches. 
An average of 360 yards are mined i n  an 8-hour s h i f t .  A t o t a l  of 40,000 
t o  60,000 bedrock f ee t  are mined per season, Wood cos t s  $25 a cord and 
is  scarce at t h e  present time in the  d i s t r i c t .  

3 1  
Uo$$la agd 8 ~ 8  Pegan t h e i r  dragline operation on lower Ophir ,% +, k 4  
LA .- "L.,.%A.,,. "<-< v.:C:. Creek on September 10, 1937. Last year they mined 325,000 bedrock feet 

\ \ ; l .wh ich  varied from 20 t o  40 feet i n  depth, 1 5  t o  20 f e e t  of which was ' >') black muck. Last year they had considerable ground prepared ahead. 
This year they  lacked the  prepared ground and t h e i r  operation vras con- 
s iderably  1:Lmited due t o  frozen ground. This operation uses hydraulic 
f o r  thavring and moving material  i n to  boxes s e t  i n  bedrock. Bulldozers 
move mater ia l  t o  hydraulic and the  dragline i s  used Lo stack t a i l i n g s ,  
This system sf mining has been found most s a t i s f a c t o r y  for  frozen ground, 
The bull.dozcsrs keep t he  cut t o  a low even grade which  an be flooded with 
water which a c t s  as co1.d m t e r  thatwing and the thawed material  i a  
jsrmediat;ely removed with t he  bulldozers. This method i s  slow and expensive, 
but chectper than  thawing with poir ts .  A Kirk-.Hil:Lman P i n c h  d r i l l  is 
used extensively. New camp buildings and homes have been b u i l t  at t h e  
mouth of Ophir Creek. The:3e buildings a r e  of good 6t:ructure and work- 
h i p  A t o t a l  of twenty-two men a re  enployed a d  three 8-hola s h i f t s  
a r e  worked. 

B. S. IdcDonald, T. McKenna, N. Radovlch and J. I u l b l y  have 
ninety 20-acre claims 8td;ed on the  l e f t  1.Mt of the  Imoko River s t a r t i n g  
one and one-half miles below the t o m  of Ophir and extending t b e e  and one- 

I half mi:Les north. They s ta r ted  d r i l l i n g  t h i s  ground l a s t  year and have 
completed a hundred holes. The depth t o  bedrock :ranges from 12 t o  69 f ee t .  



' The width of pay was given as l2OO f se t .  The values were reported running 
\g 40 cents par yard.  A co-n l og  cons i s t s  of 4 t o  50 f e e t  of black muck, 

9 r ee t  of gravel, 1 foo t  of clay and a shale and porphyry bedrock. The 
ground is all frozen. The grovels a re  stained both red and black. The .q gold i s 3  fine m d  values spo t ty  and i s  contained all t;hrough t he  g r a ~ e l s  
and i n  bedrock. b4r. D. S. McDonald wants t o  lease  t h i s  ground on a low 
percen1;age basis. Any one i n t e r e s t ed  can wire or  address Mr. b4cIbad.d at 
Opbir cud d r i l l  returns w i l l  be  furnished. 

\ 
&EI. Anderson i s  drift-mining on Anvil Creak. 

Victor B i l l  is hydraulicking on a bench between Spruce and anvil 
Creeks, 

Straxdberg and Sons m e  operating a t  Candle Creek with 23 men - - _ .  --.-.>. --, --'-. 
They expect t o  mine over 400,000 bedrock f e e t  t h i s  season with 

o:P $125,000 t o  $150,000. The new road *om Takotsa t o  Candle 
reported as over half completed. 

Augu3-t 18, Ophir t o  McGrath t o  Folger, 
4 -.- - - 

I / j  The-Cripple C ~ ~ e k ~ n i ~ w C o q a n y - i s  employing a c r e w  of 29 men, 
I working t h e e  &hour s h i f t s  on Cr.lpple Creek a-1; Folgebr. This year t h e  A '  ~'i 
/ company has a new Bucyrus-Erie washing plant. This is an a l l - s t e e l  L f-k 

1 plant  rind weighs 25 tons. This washing plant is mounted on s t e e l  skids, 
, Thiak rubber hose is used on J o i n t s  im tead  of pipe Joint  elborn, eLc. 

The company has leased and s taked 25 claims on Colorado Creek above 
Paulson* s ground. Twenty holos laere d r i l l e d  l a s t  season on Colorado and 
Eldoxaclo c~:eekq. 'The benches were found frozen and t h e  creek bed thawed. 
Eldorado Creek shows some old  d r i f t  rvorkings and g ran i t e  boulders ape \ present. This is also t rue  of upper Colorado. 1Pneae creeks cut  deep 

'4 into the Cripple mountain granite and m y  con.tain mirlablo pay. 

Mike Kovack has 18 c l a i m  staked on lower Colorado Creek. He 

. 7 sank one shaf t  and h i t  bedrock at 92 f e e t ,  60 f ee t  of b lack muck and 32 
f e e t  of gravel, The bedrock was a r g i l l i t e .  This was on a bench on the  

\: left l i m i t  of Colorado five miles below Paulsonfs operation. He repor ts  ,<5 pay i n  gravels. 

\ ' 
\ -2 ]?rank lhssche l in  has  tmEve 20-acre c l a i m  staked on Butte Creek 

I on the  south s ide  of the  Cripple lbuntains.  He sank a hole t o  bedrock 17  
f e a t  i n  depth with 15  f e e t  of black muck and 2 f ee t  of gravel vd~ich 

: corntairied coarse gold. The bedrock was porphyry which was i ron  s ta ined,  
CorxsidurabXe quartz f l o a t  was f o n d  i n  the  gravel.. Both m c k  and gravel  
a re  frozen, 

k 



4 
f * / -  

j&l. 
J&cd,,,Ya%ila & m e n  s t m t e d  s luicing t h i s  year on July 27 ' a f t e r  two years of preparation, They are operating a dragline and elevat;ed 

' washing plant ,  and thawing w i t h  hydraulic nozzles. The present location is  
Bern Creek, two miles 1ves-t; of Folger. k group of 32 claims is  held, 
Con~tide~~ablc d r i l l i n g  has been done with a Kirk-f i i lhm P i n c h  &ill, The 
pay ranges from 350 t o  425 fee t  i n  width and consis ts  of an old pay chan- 
nel  of Crigple Creek. Pay runs ?art way up Boar Creek, crosses over t o  
Beaver Ckeels, and cuts  across Bear back aeross a long f l a t  bench t o  
Cripple Creek at a point on the l e f t  limit of Cripple Creek on the Horse 
Shoe A s r ~ o c i a t i ~ n  C l a i m .  Nine year t s  ground he~s been proven. On Bern Creek 
the ground ranges from15 to  20 feet i n  depth coat is l ing mainly of black 
frozen niuoko 'Fhe f i r s t  cut of 100,000 bedrock feet  ms mined i n  eleven days 
and #17,000 was ~ecovered, Twenty-one men are eml~loyed and three 8-hour 
s h i f t s  Elre worked. Three-fowhs of a mile of bedrock drain, and t e a  and 
one-half mi:Lea of di tch has beon dug, Thawing is the @;reatest problem and 
the low grade of the  creek presentw a s t r ipping aud t a i l i n g  problem. Con- 
siderab1.e clay i n  the gravels presents a washing problem. Howaver, the 
gravels range from medium t o  f ine  with no rocks or boulders. Considerable 
buried brush on top of the gravel a t  the bottom of the muck presents 
mother problem which increases the aining costs. T/Linter f reight  corvta 
$52 per ton *om Seattle.  

'Q 
August 19. ,SJidjl_auJ.gop has changed frorn a hydraulic and cater- 

p i l l a r  operation t o  a dragline t h i s  year and starked sluicing on June 17, 
Be worked on a cut of prepared ground on h i s  upper holdings on Colorado 

. (\ Creek. This was thawed and a good reoovery was made. Thence the dragline 
' %  was moved t o  lower Colorado where -the ground averwes 18 feet i n  depth and 

is m0st1.y frozen, Cuts were not worked out due t o  the  extent of frozen 
a d  ]lave t o  be Left f o r  next season. Considerable time a d  effort  

%-- was los t  in t ry ing  t o  work t h i s  pa r t ly  thawed ground. A t o t a l  of 16 men 
are employed and three &hour uhif ts  are  worked. Paulson has bu i l t  a good 
camp, which is  painted, and maintains a good long air:eield. Also he has 
d r i l l ed  connide:rable ground on lmr Colorado with a 4-inch Kingtslan d r i l l .  

A t r i p  was made a t  the request of  Ab. Rulph Reed to  investigate 
the p0ssibi:Litltes fo r  q w t z  at; the heads of Eldorado, Nugget Gulch and 
Cripple Creak. No veins were ueen i n  place, and very l i t t l e  quartz was 
noted. Erosion has been comparatively great in t h i s  section and i f  
quartz veim; exis ted they have mainly been eroded away. u 41 

August 20. _-_._...._--___.._ ?Wee Miners, I ..-., Inc. . . are  operating a dragline on 
Esperanto C;~?eek, three miles up from i t s  m u t h  on Claim No. 3 Above D i s -  
covery i.a the  Tolstoi d i s t r i c t ,  The holdings of t h i s  company amount t o  
64 clainls on Eslpermto, Keatin Gulch, Fla t ,  Madison, Joffre, Iron and 
Myers creekxi, This operation began mining last  year  on July 21 and t h i s  
year on July 10. Keatin Gulch and Esperanto below the gulch were worked 
last year with the ground averagiwj 3% cents per bedrock foot. On Keatin 



Gulch the depth averaged 8 f e e t ,  while on Esperanto below t h e  average p was  9 feet .  The company is wel l  equipped with Bucps-.Erie 37-5 dragline 
- and steel.  vrashing plant vrith R. D. 8 Caterpi l lar  and btrUdozer and large b; b130a)Csterpi l lar  pumping plant;. This year the  dragl ine  was moved below 

the  worki.ngs on Esperanto t o  opposite Fla t  Creek. Considerable frozen 

r- 
ground was enwuntered and several  cu t s  had t o  be l e f t  t o  thaw. 'Ibwo - 10-how s h i f t s  a r e  worked and a t o t a l  o:P twelve men are employed. 

\ 
. a 

August 21. A f i e l d  t r i p  was made with A. Schweasdall from '' Xsperanto Creelc following a yellow porphyry band across  Jo f f r e ,  I ron and p' .A, Myers creaks. This porphyry band has been intruded i n t o  Birch Creek schis ts .  
\, A 1 1  the ?lacur gold i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  appears t o  be associa ted with t h i s  

porph.yry zone. There appears t o  be conside:rable grouncl following t h i s  
porphysy band t o  the  west t h a t  warrants t e s t i n g  and some m y  prove to  be 
workable ground. Considerable more prospec'ting is warranted i n  t h i s  

31 en t i r e  distr9.ct. 
-- -. 

b7 
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August 22. The ] i C a a . , g _ n f n g  Coqany (a  Havenstri te operation) 
-L-- 

i s  located on Can11 Creek, a t r i bu t a ry  of the  KhotoL River. This creek 
v: flows northwebstward and starts i n  t h e  cen t ra l  por t ion of t h e  Kaiyuh 
'1 Mountains. Ilkis creek i s  named Canoe Portage Creek.on the  map contained i n  

bu l l e t i n  868-OD, I1The Kaiyuh H i l l s ,  Alaskaw by J. B. Mertie, Jr. In a 
s t ra igh t  l i n e  t h i s  operation i s  located 30 miles south and a l i t t l e  e a ~ t  
of Nu1ato on t he  Yukon River. 

1 Pay gold was found on Fager Gulch, a Bhort tl?ibuStary of Camp 
Creek, i n  191.1 and some mining has been done on these  creeks since. 
The grourtd on Carup Creek has been held by John Lask:o, ?dike Soine and Wick 
Honen. This operation began miriing i n  July  of t h i s  yeur with dragline 
and washi.ng plant .  A t o t a l  of 80,000 bedrock f e e t  has been mined t o  
date with two hundred thousand expected f o r  t he  season. A crew of 1 2  
men is  eniployed a d  %wo 10-hour s h i f t s  are worked. Mining i s  located 
below Fager Ciulch on Camp, 1.0 miles down from the  head on No. 4 Claim 
Above Diocovery=, The company is  well equipped with a 13ucyrus 37-B 
dragline, new type Buclyrus washing plant ,  and Ca t e rp i l l a r  t r a c to r -  
bulldozer ancl pumping plant. 

The exbent of t h e  pay on Camp Creek and Fager Gulch is not 
know. I'ay is d e f i n i t e l y  known on two claims below Fager Gulch on Camp 
Creek ant1 f o r  two claim lengths  up Fage:r Gulch. The width of present pay 
is 200 fee t  ~ m d  it r e s t s  on a blue gumbo clay on top  of bedrock. Eight 
t o  nine fee t  of  black muck, which is st:cipped, covers t h e  gravels.  The 
gravels average 4 feet i n  thiclniess, an? are  s ta ined both with i ron and 
rnaqpaese, The nature of  t h e  gravels i g  coarse, containing well worn 
boulders of raain:Ly lava composil;ion, and a r e  r e m t s  o f  o lder  channe1.s. 
The be&ock i s  Birch Creek s c h i s t s  which range froi:i mica and graghi t ic  

: t o  clzlorj.te sch i s t s .  The gold has a f l a t  nature,  but is heavy, medium 
i n  s ize ,  wit11 t he  l a rge s t  nuggets found valued a t  $6. Considerable bl-aclc 
sands associated consis t ing of pyr i te ,  magnetite and garnets. 



August 23. lieturn t o  Esperanto and Ophir. 
n 

I .  
k.ugust 24, Ophir t o  IcGrath, 

August 25 and 26. Held a t  &math on account of adverse 
weather con.ditj.ons, 

A u g u s t  27. BBcGrath t o  Ruby - Ruby t o  Lo%. 

A u g u s t  28. !rhe season i n  t h e  Ruby d i s t r i c t  has been very wet. 
The creeks have been high, i n  f a c t  too high f o r  good mining. A s  a r e s u l t  
of continued r a i n  'the :road is i n  a very  bud condition and inposs ible  from 
Long t o  Poorman. On account of t h i s  condi t ion the Poorman d i s t r i c t  was 
not v i s i t ed ,  Ilhe d i s t r i c t s  conta in  no ac t i ve  prospectors as a l l  men a r e  
mining f o r  LhemseLves or for a company. Some prospecting is done during 
the  winter season. Ten mining operations were i n  progress t h i s  ueason i n  
the Ruby-brig-Poornuan areas. Some of these  had already cloaod down, 
mainly d r i f t  operations, on account of t oo  much water, The present  f r e i g h t  
r a t e  per ton  from Sea t t l e  t o  Ruby ranges from $50 t o  $60 depending on the 
nature of t h e  &eight. Lm addi t iona l  charge of two cents a pound is i n  
e f f ec t  from Ruby t o  Lo%, and t h r ee  cents t o  Poorman. The cost of vmod 
is  $14 a cord. The average wage f o r  miners is  $6 and board f o r  e ight  
horns. The Long Creek f i n ing  Company pays $7 a s  the  lowest wage f o r  t e a  

\hours  with board and c a t e r p i l l a r  men $10 and dragline operators $12.50 t 
t-, per  10-hour s h i f t .  

Y 

Vance H i t t  bought four Large assoc ia t ion  c l . a h i  below the  Forno 
bwound a t  Toorman and leased a l l  of Poorman Creek up t o  t he  mouth of 

'2 b c a n  Creek. He has a dragline and complete equipment on t he  way i n  from 
\ the  outs ide  and intends t o  mine next season. He also has a scheme t o  

r;? '- pick u2 t h e  water from Long Creek and pump it over the divide be-tween 
'.%, Tmwaclc and Poem t o  the  head of Poorman Creek. 

i~ugust  28. The T r a i l  Creek ?fining Com~ang i s  operating a bull- 1. '\ 

dozes and hydraulic o u t f i t  on Trai.1 Creek, nine miles due eas t  of  Long. 
T h i s  company owns 20 s ingle  placer claims, all on T r a i l  Creels, The company 
is  a par tnership ,  the owners being T, Rae, Elmer Roslcolo and E l i  L h n .  
They have one man hired besides themselves and work one 10-hour s h i f t .  
k s t  ye- vms spent i n  thawing and preparing grouad. This season they  
s t a r t e d  t o  mino, but discovered t he  grade of behock  was too Low f o r  
boxes, and as u r e s u l t  they were unable t o  nine with equipment and have 
gone ahead preparing more ground, and expect t o  purchase a dragl ine  t h i s  
winter .  The depth t o  bedrock ranges from 20 t o  50 f e e t ,  t he  g rave l s  
ranging from 4 t o  9 f e e t  and covered t he  r e m i n i c g  depth wi th  black f rozen 
ruck. The bedrock i s  sof t  and decomposed shales and green s c h i s t s  and 
has a grade of 80 f e e t  t o  the  mile. There a r e  tv?o types of gold, one 
snooth and the  other  rough, end both  are dis t r ibu ted  throughout t h e  
graveLs with very l i t t l e  on bedrock. The pay averages 300 f e e t  i n  r i d t h  
and was reported to average 25 cen t s  t o  t h e  bedrock foot ,  



The Long Creek Idining Company s t a r t e d  operating l a s t  year on --- . 
Lorg  Creek a t  .the mout&"of ~ e h r  Fup and wrorked up Long Creek. A t o t a l  of 
250,000 bebock  f e e t  was mined with a reported rctcovury of $225,000. This 
season min:ing bas been on Bear Pup *on; t he  mouth up, k t o t a l  o f  300,000 
betlrock f e s t  i s  expected t o  be mined t h i s  ye8.r arid a recovery of l e s s  
than $95,000 i s  expected. Tho ground on Bear Pup was or ig ina l l y  r i cher  
ground, but drift  n ining has removed the g rea te r  por t ion of t he  gold. 
These o ld  workings, i n  addi t ion t o  marginal pound ,  :Ls now being reminecl. 
The method of mining i s  using hydraulic and bulldozing i n to  boxes s e t  i n  
beckock and stacking t a i l i n g s  with dragline. The company has 25 claims 
under lease on Long Creel: and Bear Pup. This seeison w i l l  f i n i s h  Bear 
Pup and next year they w i l l  start on t h e i r  lower ground on Long Creek 
whore they have a few men thawing with hydraulic a t  the  present time. 
Ei@teen men a r e  employed and two 10-hour shif'ts are vmrked. 

August 29. Th_e_J;%&~i&$--c;eek Ign ing  Cjompany hold 14 claims (1.' 
on Lorv~rr Midnight Creek, Several  holes ware sunk l a s t  winter by Dennis 
Coyle f o r  t he  company, The dmps of all these holes ,  p lus  a l l  the dumps; 

, of the old workings, were investigated f o r  rocks containing c a s s i t e r i t e  
wkich j.s at~undant on t he  creek. 

J. R. Campbell is  groundsluicing on upper Midnight Creek and 

A t  an e leva t ion  660 f ee t  on the  upper JlFadd~~ Association Claim 
.and extending down onto t h e  Lotver McFadden Association Claim, the old 
workiws sliorr a greenish in t rus ive  bedrock t h a t  ranges &om a diabaue / 

t o  a gobbro. T h i ~  rock weathers t o  a greenish gray with a reddish cas t ,  iX4b,5 
anti contai~ss a black meta l l i c  rectangular sha.ped c r y s t a l ,  which may be 
a form of t i n .  One t e s t  of t h i s  mineral gave a chromium reaction.  Other 
t e s t s  a r e  being made. Th i s  was t he  only bedrock found over the  e n t i r e  
course of t h e  creek t h a t  appears l i k e l y  t o  contain t i n .  This int rus ive  
dike o r  sill s t r i k e s  XI. acd  crosses greenstone and F l a t  Creeks which 
a l s o  contair, t i n  concentrates. For three miles on Midnight Creek, Y. R. 
Canipbell has e s t h t e d  the  t i n  content t o  be f i f t y  tons of c a s s i t e r i t e  
conceni;rates with a gold estimate on the  same ground of $300,000. 

Dennis Coyle i s  dr1:tt-mining on t h e  Windy 13encp Clab at  the  
CW- -- - . _ 

mouth of hiderson Pup one--feurth of a miie south of Long, He has a new 
shaft  down 42 f e e t  on an old channel be tw~en  h4ascot Bench channel and 
Long Creek ch~une l .  He has crosscut the  channel f o r  70 f e e t  and has now 
s t m t e d  t o  d r i f t .  Pafr i s  confined t o  bedrock the  first f i v e  fee t  above, 
Co1.d v ~ t t e r  t h ~ w i n g  i s  used and the  pay ranges f r o m  $1 t o  $1.25 per  bedzlock 
Foot. A steam bo i l e r  i s  used f o r  hoist ing and pumping water, Three men are 
em2loyed axd one 8-hour s h i f t  i s  worked. 

ld Burke has been d r i f t - ~ d n i n g  with f i v e  men i n  e 30-foot shaft; 
on the Ami:Le Bench below Discovery on Long Creek. Ke operated tvm months 
a c l  then muter flooded the  shaft. Ee reported taking out 2,000 be&ock 
fee t  tha t  averaged two do l l a r s  per foot. 



Ohar:Lie Ross and Ed Odegard are drift-rzining w i t h  four  men at 
P lacerv i l lo .  They are  d r i f t i n g  OIL o ld  channel workings and repust  t h e  
ground very spotty. Several large nuggets have been found. 

Baldo Forno is  drift-mining with seven men employed a t  poorman. 

T h .  Ferry, D. Lockneer ~ m d  Gus Johnson a r e  dril3-mining with 
th ree  men employed on Duncan Creek, a t r i b u t a q  of Poornnn Creek. 

j ;. i, Wm. Vuich has e ight  men employed a d  i s  drift-mining on Fla t  
, Creek f i v e  milos southwest of Poo~man. 

Schropshire and Anderson a r e  drift-mining on Timber Creek 
.? . below F l a t  Creok. This operation was formerly Schropshire & Company. 
Q' ' 

. \, John Vick i s  holding h i s  p lacer  ground on Spruce Creek. There 
i s  no operation on Spruce Crselc t h i s  yeax. 

Char:Lie .Anderson is  sniping on Tamarack Creek. 

On lbnument and Greenstone creeks there  i s  no operations t h i s  
year. 

Alex Schel l  i s  sniping on Short Creek. 

Ernest Tarner i s  groundsluicing i n  an opencut on Swift Creek, 

August 31. A f i e l d  t r i p  m s  made t o  the  head of  Big Creek on 
the  north side of Cecil Borne where t i n  concentrates have been recovered vrith 
the  go1.d. All the  dumps were invest igated f o r  pi.eces of f l o a t  containing 
c a s s i t u r i t s .  The rocks of t h e  duaps contained mainly quartz pieces with 
some dark dike rocks. Some of t he  quartz pieces were found t o  contain  black 
tourmaline, Considerable of t he  c a s s i t e r i t e  found i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  has 
s m a l l  pieces of quartz at tached t o  it. 140 pieces of quartz were found, 
however, containing ca s s i t e r i t e .  

-- I 
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1, 17. Purkeypile of Po &era1 placer claims located La 
on Piorem Creek, a t r i bu t a ry  of t River. This creek is  located 
20 miles north of the  Yukon River d i r e c t l y  north of the mouth of Grant >) Creek. Be repor t s  t h i s  creek as being 10 miles i n  length,  and from 
groundsluicing operations t h i s  season, repor t s  the  ground ran f ive  cents  

hc \ to  the  pan i n  gold and one-fourth o f  a pound of tiin. The bedrock mas 
??-repor ted as s c h i s t ,  from which, i n  his opinion, the  t i n  originated. A 

\r f e w  sam$les of the  bedrock are being mailed t o  t h i s  off ice. 
\;' 



Wa11k Hawks and  Robert Leslie have made a d i s c o v e n  o f  placer 
gold on the T iLaa  River, e t r ibu ta ry  o f  the Nova River. 

J ~ c , ,  jW.4 

C. I? i l lez  has t en  claims; staked on the Tit;na River and repor t s  
nine d o l l a r s  :in go ld  was recovered from nine bedrock feet.  

F. G. Horner has several claims staked up the  Nova River and 
was reported testing the ground. 


