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TO: Phil R. Holdaworth, Comiss ioner  of Mines 

FROM: Martin W. Jarrper, T e r r i t o r i a l  Mining Engineer  

SUBJZCT: T r i p  t o  Copper River region July 20 t o  26, 1956, t o  check on 
mining act iv i  tiers 

-i 
t o  v i s i t  placer ope ra t ion  of Hobb En-. 

t e q r i s e s  on Sla te , '% l a t t e r  a t  recluesat of Robert Beck, one 
of psrtnerm i n  that venture ,  

July 20, 1 9 5 6 ,  Leaving Anchorage at 2 PM a r r i v e d  at Palmer at 
3:?0. Balance of a f t o r n o ~ n  was  pent going over t he  Mining Recz$. t rs  ru-  
cords. The records showed 6 mineral claims had been loca&!l~%~ t .  C .  Ce- 
chowski on sou th  s i d e  of  Matanmka r i v e r  on wes t e r ly  s lope8  of King 
Mountain, heacr ibed  as be ing  a mile and half s o u t h e r l y  from Mile 74, on 
the Gl.en H i w .  N o t i ~ e s  d e ~ c r i b e d  them as copper and other mineral. 

Dorothy Saxton 
U. S ,  C i aeioner,menticne& her  i n t o r e s  t i n  f i nd ing  a buyer 

f o r  S tsve Worbel 1 !$?8! oted on GLacier Fan Creek, Sheep Mountain, who was 
i n  need aid whom ehe felt should be i n  the S i t k a  Pioneern Horns. Reference 
t o  Mr. Wo~L'bela olaima auggealsd a c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t ~ r o s t a  w i t h  Barnej- L O C K C ~ H  
claim l o c u t i o n s  i n  that same aroa. 

July 21, 1956. Plan -to ~ o m p l e t e  8tud.y of records i n  Commiaeioners 
o f f i c e  that morning were cancellad as failed t o  open 0f:fioe that Satur- 
forenoon. 

Tentative p lan  t o  e m l i n e  the  rcputad  silver occurrence on Lazy 
Hountoin wac poat-poned due t o  ntcsrmjr weather. 

Leaving Palmer at; 10:30 AT4 s half hour eltop wn rnatle at  King 
Mountair, Lodgct. t o  check on a c t i v i  tiass o f  C. C, Cechowakf on aouth aide of  
batanuska rivnr. Lodge ope ra to r  Jack B e t t s  advinea he u ~ d r r s t o o d  there wera! 
th ree  o r  f o u r  men prrrsum.hly t renching  on the proper-ty, a0 he heard fairly 
f requent  powder blas tn  from t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

The W e k a  o i l  d r i l l i n g  ope ra t ion  was aklut clown while wai t ing  
s e t t i n g  of cement, There wars no one around the rig when stopped f o r  few 
minates at 2 I'M. A t  Gakona t h a t  evening i t  was learned 'there was no radio 
con tac t  be ing  maintained wi th  Slate creel:, and no wheel plane there  avail- 
ab le  f o r  c h a r t e r .  Continued on t o  Slano. and :Duffyts with no wheeled planea  
a v a i l a b l e  . d o n g  the hiway. 

J u l y  22, 1956,. S t o 2 p e ~  a t  a l l  t r a d i n g  p o s t s  slnd road.houses the  
d e . ~  before  a= on t h e  22nd mking inqui ry  regarding prospec t ing  a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  %be region,  I t  was I.earnec1 that Louie 'ELn~er had gonein to  upper Slats c reek  
t o  do assessment work, and a m1 (name not determined)  hiid gone i n  w i t h  f ami ly  
of' t h e e  t o  dc aaueasmer~t work Bn the B i g  Four group of placer claims located 
couple n i l e s  a.3ove the lower S l a t e  creek ca.r~p near the Cheetoc'rsFllet Giacier, 

Knute P e t e r s o n  w s  ~ n o \ r .  t o  be p roapec t ing  i n  the Shushma d i s t r i k  
on Eonanza c reek .  Lavc V i c t t i  ma partner A. Carlquist o f  V d b e z  baa spen t  a 
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s naonth o r  a i x  weeks Pn t h e i r  molybdenum clainla i n  the Rock creek d i s t r i c t  
a few mile  o f f  the Mabeam road. 

Mr. Turnbull ,  who had bought Bo'b Auatina interest in Grubateke 
c reek  f o r  $kl00.00, waa a lone  on t h a t  i l l - f a t e d  ven tme ,  and had found no 
evidence o f  the 25 t e s t - p i t a  Austin claimed t~ have p u t  dawn last year  on 
t h a t  property.  

Loran Smith was making p l a n s  t o  take fami ly  i n  t o  Eagle crobk 
and 8pen.d the winter  p u t t i n g  down t e s t - p i t s  Bn hi8 ground t h e r e ,  

Pilot Corky Smger, Based at Mile 63 on tiha Slune2ok Hiway with 
ca f l o a t  plane, erdviued .that he wes s e r v i c i ~ g  a USGS p a r t y  i n  the Capital 
IIountain apes, on no r th  s i d e  of M t ,  Sanford,  The par ty ,  compoaed o f  Oscar 
J?rrrin,and Eenrgr Schmall, were spending 3 or  4 weeks i n  that arse. 

A couple of hours were aprrrt with geologist Kirk S t d a y  a d  his  
as~fatant Don Pruas, who erne ou t  t o  the hiway from upper ahtcll c reek  f o r  
~supplise.  Mr. S tan ley  gave ra thumbnail aketch o f  h i 6  a c t i v i t i e s  and findings 
ir. that region,  and de l iverar l  couple boxes of rsmples t o  take i n  f o r  msry. 

No work waa being done on 3 r d  Bronnickela gold-quartz proapset 
l o c a t e d  on Ahtell creek, 

l j r iv ing  as Per oa Mile 89 on SXan~+Tok Hiway, no proapsetore 
\sere repor ted  t o  have boen a e t i v e  i n  that region the pas t  seanon, Kirlc 
stanla$ and assistant had upant moms time in that u e a  on geological. r8- 
c onmi 8 aaner . 

Returning t o  Chaatochine V i c  Rine, opera tor  of that t r a d i n g  
p o s t ,  had no knowlodge of  Earl. Briggrs being i n  the d i a t f  i c  t prospecting 
his placer ground on thu upper reaches of Sinona creak. M r .  Rins mentioned 
having spent seve ra l  yenre prospecting in the McCarthy r e g i o n ,  and chimed 
he hid found some magnetite, molydrni t e ,  and rsldioactive occurrences a t  u- 
discXoeed locations. A t  hi6 request Kirk Stanley w e  r e f e r r e d  to Mu1 us one 
who xnight be intererrtied Lo check i n t o  them. 

For ren t  Friber, Bo& Commission f o r e a m ~  i n  that area, had no 
k:nowledgo of  pronpectirlg a c t i v i ' t i e a  i n  the  uppar Copper River  r eg ion  o tha r  
than that above mrntioned. 

Ssptember 27, 1956, In e f f o r t  t o  locate whrelsd plane for 
S l a t e  creek 'trip, oncounterbd m o r c ~ r n i s i n f o r m a t i o ~ ~ '  that ever experienced 
i n  psmt. With o ld  phone l i n e  d o n g  Ilichardnon Hiway from J u n c t i o n  t o  Paxson 
and Big: Ileltlz abmdoncd no contucta  could be rr~.de. &vice at CAA field and 
G,len U l e n  U S  o f f i c e  r epo r t ed  no planes based at P a s o n ,  and that P i l o t  
C leo  McMzhn, n o s m l l y  barred a t  Miiera Lake, wa.s f l y i n g  f o r  ARC i n  T i s k e l  
area. 
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A t  Copper Canter i t  wae 11ar11ed that U, S .  CommissionerCarl Edin  
was oa t s ide  on vaca t ion .  h Mrs. P r s t h e r  of Glen U l e n  was Acting CorcmiasJ.oarr 
and had current r eco rd ing  booke at  h e r  home. f o r  day o r  two. 

Mr. Lund, who h n  been p rospec t ing  i n  .the Copper  rive^ reg ion  w i t h  
H .  S. McWilliams, waa contac ted  a t  Copper Center .  He r epor t ed  they had apent 
aonetiri~s on the  chromite  prospec t  i n  area near Mi:Le 71-72 Richardson Hiway. 
E. ti. Lundeon of Coronado Copper and Zinc Coquny  hail diacunaed t h a t  p r o p e r t y  
wit11 him and plannsd an investigation of i t  when h i s  schedule permit ted.  Hr. 
Lund wae, nvagusn on quas t ion ing  him regarding t h e i r  ftfollow.lu.pfl e f f o r t s  t o  
l o c a t e  ~ o u r c s ,  o f  soppar  nfleotH and hi-grade p i t chb lende  they had brought in- 
t o  the Anchorage o f f i c e  early the paat s raaon .  

La te  a f t e rnoon  and evening wae apent  i n  Chi t ina .  Good progreas  
was being made on cons. t ruct ion of new a i r f i e l d  6 railes from town. 

nRearaayfl r epo r t a  of var ious  g e o l o g i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  the copper 
belt were noted,. 

Beas Craek Mining Coqany wi th  party of s i x  ( inc lud ing  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  and mechanic) were then conf in ing  t h e i r  work t o  t he  Kennicott urea. In- 
f o r m t i o n  received two wecka &go a t a t e d  that :Latter p a r t  of rrraaon that :pmty 
apent conei.dsrable time on the Hubbard & E l l i o t  p r o p e r t y  and adjoining area, 
map:ping the  a r m  i n  cons iderable  d e t a i l ,  wi th  hel icopter  s e t t i n g  crew down 
a t  numerous po fn ta  on the slopes and r idges  for stadia readingki, and o t h r r  
ob8ervation.e. 1 3  i~ repor t ed  they have o p t i o n ~ d  the  p rope r ty ,  bu t  that in- 
f o r m t i o n  haa n o t  been confirmed. 

h a c o n d a t a  Wm. Reed spent  couple days i n  X:uakulancl-Kotsina a r e a ,  
l eav ing  t h e i r  g e o l o g i s t ,  a Mr. Harrod i n  *that  sec t ior ;  f o r  several weeks. 

E. V. Lundsen and two aanintanta of Cora&o Copper and Zinc apent 
most of  selaaon i n  the Xotsina-Kuskalana region, l o c a t i n g  a nunbcr of cLaime 
on an interes3ing copper occurrence on Copper creek, t r i b u t a r y  of  the Kot- 
e i n a .  Lundsen repor ted examining the old Martin Etarrais proper ty  on upper X i ~ i  
R iz ina  rivor. 

XeiX Finniaand and son, p m r c t i n g  f o r  Coronado, loca ted  omcla in l  
on the o ld  molybdrnum occurrence f.n the McCmthy arest. Most o f  the ssaaon vsrs 
spent  by Finniuanda brushing out  s t ra i l  ' to the F a l l 8  creek area, below 
Ch i t ina .  That area i a  repor ted  t o  be of p o s s i b l e  real. i n t e r e s t ,  having favor- 
able g r o l o ~ l c a l  structures and encouraging mine ra l i za t ion .  

Mr. Finnisand  mentioned knowledge of low grade copper ehowings 
acroee r i v e r  from C h i t i n a  near mouth of C h i t i n a  r i v e r .  He a l a s  mentioned 
a molybdonj.ts occtlrrence, reputedly known t o  Johnny Second Chief cf Men- 
de l tna .  O p p o r t u i  t y  waa not  given t o  Ifrun downf' these two showings. 

" I. Axel Wahlatrom recallecL having noted abundant l a r g e  book white  
m i d  8@?nf: h i n t e r  f r e i g h t i n g  35 or  40 I s a r e  ago. Located i n  caayon seo t io r .  
on Stilmon c:reek, n Clzitina r i v e r  t r i l u t a r y  1;0 c i L e ~  upst:raam, i t  i6: a&id t o  
be acceasi1)le on ly  during nfroeze  up". b e 1  never tool: the time t o  fo l low 
the " f l . ~ a t ~ ~  up t h e  s t eep  alopo to  i t s  source. 
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USGS geologist S e i t z  and assistant had. l e f t  the  d i a t s k c t  a faw 
day8 before ,  a f t e r  a garriod epent i u  the, Kuskrklana area. Thei.r next  assign-  
ment was ';he turigaten nraa on Xodisl\r Islax&, ani copper occurrences on Si tka-  
l i d &  Island. 

Y 
Loce.tion of the  long known iuolbdetlite occurrence on Canyon creek 1.y 

an a g ~ n t  f o r  Grubstakers Incorpora ted  had c rea t ed  g r e a t  dettl of i i l terer j t  
i n  the Copper River region, and the  uaual. exaggerated accounts  wars f l o a t i n g  
s r  ound . 
(Refer ing  t;o rnolycienito c la im l o c a t e d  by l?innisand f o r  the C o r o d o  account:- 
An iteln o f  i n t a r s s t  mentioned by b e 1  ti'alntrom concerning t h n t  occurrence 
waa that he Isad obtained wire gold i n  panning the r e a i d u a l  eoil below t h e  
veic - or veins  - c a r r y i n g  HoS2 i n  t h a t  area). 

Septsnbsr  24, 1956. During forenoon e f f o r t  m e  made t o  con tac t  
Act ing  Cormissioner Mrs. P r a t h s r  at Copper Center and Glen a b l e n  without  
I U C C & B B .  

That a f te rnoon drove t o  Meiers and found Cleo Mchhhan was oper- 
a t i n g  i r o n  that bane b u t  was away f o r  the a f te rnoon.  That cvoning arrangad 
wi th  him f l y  over t h e  S l a t e  Creek camp with hia H f l o a t t t  plane and drop note 
early the next morning. 

a t e m b e r  25, 1956. In  answer t o  note  dropped by P i l o t  McMahan, 
Bol; Beck flaw over and picked ne trp at P c ~ a o n  at  8 A.M. i n  Llrr pe r sona l  plane .  

I t  was f'ourd that their prograu was couple weeke behind schedule. 
A 325 f o o t  by 175 f o o t  aroa and bacn stripped at upper end of the d r i l l e d  
a e c t i o n  an& a lorg bedroc>: d r a i n  o x  wate r  grade from Cheatochina. r i v e r  v a l l e y  
had beon coxrpletgd t o  top of pa+gravele. Thia work r r q u i r e b  moving o f  
an eatimatcd 70,000 c-abii: yard8 of barren grave l ,  which was cione wi th  3 D8is 
and t w o  12 cubic yard c a r r y a l l  (pwna). 

I t  \as expected t o  have the mining p l a n t  aet-up w i t h i n  the next 
week. 

4s pi rpose  of r e q u e s t  f o r  v i s i t  was t o  supervise and I n s t r u c t  
on cleanup proasraurea i t  was arrnngea f o r  me t o  return t'nsre August 15tb, 
at  which time i t  m e  expected they would be ready f o r  th@ f i r s t  elemu$. 

September 2 6 2 , R e t u r n e d  t o  paxeone iz forunoon i n  14%. Becks 
plane. 

Stoppiag at  Mcl4dume, Mile 169 ' 5 ,  a specinlan of Cobalt Bloom was 
 note^ as a Ildeaorativeff s tone  i n  a g a l l o n  jar, Mrs. McEiuz~n r epor t ed  i t  ha t 
been picked up by P i l o t  liicldahn a% some prospec tors  c q ~ ,  Advising h e r  i ,Ls 
soares m i & t  be from a depoa i t  of p o s s i b l e  ecor,ionic value, csuggentitap was 
l e f t  f o r  P i l o t  I*:cMILhan t o  maice e f f o r t  t o  Xocatc tine occurrence.  Seve ra l  weeks 
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l ~ t t e r  l.~cMbLhail advieed the diacovery had been d . e  by 81 G h z z i ,  S r . ,  who heLd 
no t  recognized i t a  poss ib l e  value. He r e p o r t e d  thnt  he hcf- taken Nr. Ghezzi 
back into tihe a r e a  where he had four12 tke oxtcrop, and that Mr. Ghezzi plan- 
ned t o  do some trenching to determine i t  width, poss ib le  e x t e n t ,  and take 
samples f o r  malyei.8. 

Nothing f u r t h e r  has Seen heard to date concerning that cobalt 
occurrsaae , 

Severa l  o t h e r  s tops  were made along the hiway, re turning t o  
Anchorage i n  p e r n o n a l  c a r  at 9 PK, September 26tFi. 

Respectful ly aubni t t e d ,  

Martin W. ,Taker 
T e r r i t o r i a l  Department o f  Mines 


