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TO: Phil  R. Holdeworth, Gomissioner of Hines, Juneau, 3 a s k a  '! - 

PROW: Robert H. Sanndsrs, Aisociate Mining Engineer, college ,' 'Alaska. 

SUBJlCT: I t inerery  Report of Robert If, Saunders-, Associate Minfng: Engineer, 
f o r  t h e  1952 Piel& Season. 

May 10 t o  13t FairbanBs t o  Hsdy and return v ia  the  Klaske Railroad 
to  investigate a f i r e  at the Suntrans Mine owned by the  Hedy River Coal 
Corporztion. k blemormdum Report on t h i s  t r i p  has been made. 

/ 

M s y  26: To &eighton Mine and return by pr iva te  vehicle, i3“ 
&4 / 

,, The C m t o n  Mine i s  operated by C h ~ l e s  Lamration and Vern Jokela. $p' 
The mine was being pumped out a f t e r  a shut-down of about oiii-feak* 

4 Pumping had uhwiaterd the 60-f t 1 eve1 , t h e  geology of tha t  level  
was mapped. 

June 7 t o  14: Besfrbanks to  E a l e  and return v i a  Wien Meaka Url ines .  

This t r i p  was made primarily t o  exregine the Fred Jenkins property; a 
separate report of tha t  examination h been made. 'Phe only ackive 
mining operators i n  the Eagle Dis t r ic t  i n  1959 were Otto Bmmd Hagen -- - 
aad 1.Le- Drews. Hax Drewa worked alone shoveling in to  slui6e^boxes on 
G- %tributary of h e r i c a n  Creek, and Hagen worked d o n e  hydratrl- 
icking on Pox C r e e ,  t r ibutary of the Seventymile g v e r .  W i l l i a m  Loffs_trom . 
of Gaeat Fal ls ,  Montana, was prospee%ing i n  the v ic in i ty  sf Eagle .  

bkile  at Eagle f obtdned a sample of coal from &ed Jenkins; Jenkins 
said tha t  the coal came from an outcrop near the mouth of the  Eation 
Biver. P p a r t i a l  analysis by Lowell Patten showed tha t  the  sample con- 
tdnedl 2.06% ash, 2 . 9 8  snlforr, and 13,959 BTU per pound. Becmse t h e  
sa#pls w a s  pa r t ly  soluble i n  caxbon tetrachloride and because i t  gave a 
ta r ry  odor when burnea, Patten considered i t  to  be asphaltum. J. B. 
Mertie-, Jr. describes c o d  deposits along the Nation River i n  h i s  report 
on t h e  Tatonduk-Matlon Distr ic t ,  

J u n e 2 3  to  July 3% Esirbanks t o  Kobukyillage and r e t u r n v i a  Wien 
Uaseka kir l ines .  

% i s  t r i p  was made primarily t o  examine Banehar t  Berg's p r o s p ~ c t  on 4 i 
M y  Creek; a separate report  of tha t  examination has been made. 

a 'I 113 

The o n l j  act ive mining operation i n  the  Kobuk area was  a t  the bodwig 
+ > '  -- 

and Tronstad hydrmlic  mine on D&l  Creek. Because of poor health 
- * a 



Goodwig remained i n  Fairbanks dtlring 1952, a d  Matt Stennes was hired 
t o  take h ie  place at the iaine. kt t h i s  property, jade boulders that 

p, occur i n  the gold-b-eajring gravel a re  rolled aside and cut in to  slaba 
by s water-powered dlmond saw. h e  jade slabs are sold t o  jewelers 
i n  the States and i n  AZe.ska. * 
The market f o r  jade seems to be small, but each year a number of seople 

1 go i n t o  t h e  ShungnEslr Distr ict  i n  sew& of $ade. According t b  lacit?! 
\i 

Lh- custom, the diecoverer of a jade boulder paints on the boulder h ie  nme, 
Q '-the date of dirseovery, and t h e  estimated weight of t h e  boulder; and other 
3 jade hunters recognize h i s  r ight  t o  ownership of that boulder. 

'P 
3 While i n  the vicini ty of Kobuk a l l a g e ,  I viai ted the asbestos property 

formerly owned the ArcAic Circle @lora&ion (30, on Asbestos Mountain. 
Ldescript ion of the property was included i n  a l e t t e r  t o  Juneaa dated 
July 7,  1952, 

rigs-, 1 and 2. Diamond saw used on the Goodwig and Tronstad property. 



Fig. 3, Water wheel made of oil drums. hrmerly use& at the hod#ig 
and Tronstad property to power a saw all. 

, - _- - ,--_/---- 

Fig, 4, Compressor house on Asbestos Mountah. 
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J a y  30 to  31: Fairbanks t o  Circle q d  return with J. A, W511i&u, 
Terr i tor ia l  Department of Mines a;nd E. H. Beis t l ine,  University of &sska:, 

* Transjhortation was furnished by the University of &asks, :*\- 
k Before leaving the  Fairbanks Dis t r ic t  we v is i ted  the operation of Berg, 

Tweiten, and Wickshrom on qhatha. Cieek? t r ibu tary  of Cleary Craek. The +4.jo 
Aproperty i e  owned by H~I.BUFT Jo&naan. Mining was star ted i n  1952. The I(% - 
.. metchanical equipment used includes a dragline, a bulldozer, and a pnmp 
; fo r  returning water. h n o p l e  i s  used st thehead  of the boxes, The 
" boxes a re  of s t e e l ,  and both longi tndinal and transverse s t e e l  r i f f l e s  
'i are  used, The crew consists of t h e  three partners,  who work one s h i f t  

- ', per  day. - - 4  ' 
" 

a, ufe d s o  v i e i  ted the property being worked bjr Hanie Olson on Wool$ Creek; 
\/ this i s  a draglineebulldozer operetion with sn elevated sluice box. The 

draglf he i s  used to  feed the box, and t he  bulldoser i s  used fo r  stacking 
t a i l i ngs  and cleaning bedrock, A nozzle on an hydraulic eccentric i s  
used t o  wash the  gravel in to  the head of the  s lu ice  box. Four men are  
employed on one s h i f t  per day, 

EYg, 5 .  Monument erected on Discovery C l a i m  on Pedro Ofebk t o  commem- 
orate  Pedro's discovery of gold i n  the YailLbmks Dis t r ic t ,  



L&$ ' 
Joe Ragner was prospecting at the old Nordale lode-gold property at the * 

, head of Wolf Creek. , a - 9 2  

' i ~  Malter Lindgren wps prospectirg a lode-gold vein on the l e f t  l i m i t  of 
0'" ' 

Bedrock Creek, t r ibutary  of Cleary Creek, on property owned by the Tolovana _- 

b, ~ i f i = T  The property was leased from the Tolovana Mining GO. by 
J? Howard Sparks and subleased to  Lindgren, +- $1, 
\\ , ,, .,-2. b 7  

'' Hear the head of Bedrock Creek, Fred F e M  t z  has mined and shipped a 
$A+" , 

, 
few tons of ore from open cuts on a narrow lead-mtimony-silver vein, 

1 0  , >+ 
nay t o  Circle we stopped a t  R. V. Watkins property on M t h  ~reek.~a*"'  

Ifatkins has w bulldozer and s lu ice  p l a t e  operation; he uses a nozzle f o r  -- 
-5- ( atacidng ta i l ings .  b e  ceew consists of  three men. 

- I & 
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." -,- A Yrasca and Gibson were not operating on Eagle Creek i n  1952 haoiag 
completed the  mining of their  ground there i n  1951. John %rasca was Kb' 

, 
prospecting there,  and, l a t e  i n  1952, he leased from A, As Zimmerman some 
property adjacent to  the property tha t  he and Gibson have already mfned, 

k y  Ajctderson was s t a r t ing  a new operation on Porcupine Creek, t r ibutary - 
of Crooked Creek. We did not v i s i t  h i s  property because the r o ~ d  up 
Porcupine Creek was i q a s s a b l e .  

The Deadwood Mining Co, (Wrede ~ r o s , )  was s t a r t ing  a new operation on 
Independence Creek on ground leased from A. A. Zimmernan. 'Phey have a 
dragline-bulldozer operation, They ordinarily use a sluice p l a t e  but 
t h e  amount of clay i n  the gravel on Independence Creek necessitated 

' 1 using a nozzB a t  the he.& of the boxes, Tour men w e  employed on one 
sh i f t  per day. 

..V\.l 

4 
The C. J. Berry Dredging Co, was aperat ing as usual, Twelve men are , 

- 1  

4. b p l o p d  on three sh i f t s .  
> .  , -- 

Keine & ~ t e n s  was on Port= Creek operating t h e  washing plant t ha t  he  .- 
se t  up lest ye=. H e  uses a t r ac to r  f o r  power t o  revolve t h e  screen 
on the washing plant ,  a bulldozer f o  feed t h e  washing plant ,  and a nozzle 
to stack ta i l ings.  Ee and h i s  wife work one sh i f t  p e r  dsy, 

Jens Landlow was working at his oneman hydraulic plant  on Switch keek.  

Paul Bit tner ,  who was prospecting i n  the v ic in i ty  of a r e l e  Hot Sp ings ,  
was at Jens Landlowas cabin when w e  were the-re. Bi t taer  gave us a sample 
of psllornelane from a deposit he found ea r l i e r  i n  the swnmer. The location 
of  the deposit i s  described in J. A. W i l l i a m s '  I t inerary  Report dated 
November 20, 1952. 

Bob Wilkeraon wts mining on Hiller Creek using a bulldozer and s luice 
plate ,  He h i s  two sons co@rised a three-man crew worldng one s h i f t  
per day. 

-st 2 to  18: Fairbanks t o  Lost River an8 &&urn with J, k. Williams 
via F f i  en Maska Mrl ines  and Nunz Airways, 



Fig. 6, Carstens' washing plant on P o r t s e  Creek. 

\ 

Fig. 7 .  Discharge end of Carstens' washing p l m t *  



This t r i p  was made primarily to  do some geophysical work f o r  the U, S, 
3.n Corporation at L o s t  a v e r ,  The work at Lost River and the side 
t r i p s  t o  other properties w i l l  be described i n  reports by J. A, tqillifuns 
ahd Ban Jones. 

-st 27 t o  Sqtember 4: F&rbanks to U n M k  Inlet  afld return. This 
t r i g  has been reported by J. P. Williams i n  h i s  I t inerary Report dated 
November 20, 1952. 

September 16 to  October 6: F&irbanks t o  Sitkalidak Island and return,  

This t r i p  was made t o  examine the property of t h e  P a m u l a  bXaxo_4-. 
r 31- 

. The property was examined and reported on i n  1951, and a supplement- 
zry regort  descri blng the exposures i n  1952 has been subni t ted to  the 
Juneau office.  % e p ~  was no ac t iv i ty  i n  mining i n  the v i c in i ty  of Kodiak 

f 

other than t h e  prospecting befng Garried on by t h e  Peninsula Exploration 
Co . 

Associate Mining Engineer 


