
TERRITORY OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES 
BOX 1391 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 

IT IZQZRARY REPORT 

TO: P h i l  R, iioldrsworth, Conmissioner of lCi.nes 

FROM: Jams k .  k i l l i a m s ,  Associate Mining Engineer 

SUBJECT: F ie ld  trj-ps by Jams A, ifilliams and ~,hrtj-n W. Jasper .in the 
Anchorage, Iliamna and Seldovia Recording Frec incts ,  July 
t o  iaugust 2, 1953. 

The chief purposes of t h e  sub j ec t  f i e l d  t r i p s  were an 
examination of t he  T~lcNeil copper prospect south o.E Lake Il ianma and a 
magnetometer ~urve3~ on FCed Mountain near Seldovia t o  t ry t o  extend some 
of .the known chmmite deposits there  f o r  the  1Cena:i Chrome Compmy. 

1 : Mome to Anchorage v i a  Alaska ~ i r l h e s ,  Joined 
Mar-bin Jasber in Anchorage f o r  worlc covered t h i s  report, 

July 15: F i e l d  t r i p  along Anchorage-;?almer highway taking 
dip needle-observations . Jasper had f onnerly traversed t h e  kighway 
f r o n  Eklutna t o  the  Knik R i v e s  bridge with tne dipneedle in an e f f o r t  
t o  :find magnetic anomalies which might indicate  t h e  presence of ehrodte,  
which i s  Imo~in t o  sxis!; i n  t he  area, He had noted high readings in 
several locations,  and w e  went t o  these p:Laces t o  check them with 
fur ther  dipneedle observations. The dipneedle was carefully oriented 
a t  each s t a t i o n  ky means o:f 2 Brunton cmpass and tripod, and t h e  rsadhgs 
were found t o  he qxite regular and standard during each traverse past 
rhe:re he had obtained high readings, The conclusion was reached tha t  
he had ~ b t a i n e d  h i s  apparently a n o d o u s  read.hgs as a result of mis- 
orientation of the  instrument, 

k quick t r i p  on u2 t o  Palmer anti the  2uffal.o Coal mine was 
made t o  contact  Bob I l k j ,  Bureau of Mines, regarding the poasibiLi.t;y of 
Jasper's logging of the drill  core  being obtained in the  Bureau's 
drXUing prograx i n  the v i c h i Q  of  %uflfa:Lo, could no t  be located.  

J*26: k t  Anchorage preparing f o r  f i e l d  t r i p  t o  McIu'eXl. 
copper prospect7- 

J d v  17: u c h o r a e e  to Diamna v h  iiortrrern ConsolidPted --- 
~ir:Li.nes. Iliama t o  1'Uo.t K n o ~  Lake via p i l o t L e o r :  "&ben -lsr.rorth, 
3 3 2  ~ a m e r s l y  accompanied us, 



Because of a misunderstanding of a previously sen t  message, 
most, of t he  day was l o s t  a t  JSiamna t r y i n g  t o  contact  Usworth. F W l y  
lancled on P i l o t  Knob Lake l a t e  i n  .the evening and camped there tha t  
night. 

Talked t o  a Ilill:ingham bush p i l o t  at, Il:lamna named A r t  Ball 
who claimed t o  have a prospect on Tikchik Creek, t r i b u t a r y  t o  the  kniak 
River, that  he would l i k e  t o  have .the TDII look a t  sometime, 

July 18$ 19 ,  20: Emmination of McNeil copper prospect and -- 
reconnaiss~nce of surrounding c:owtry. 

u 

The McMeil p r o p e w  is  held by f o u r  partners: Elbert  E, 
Sargent, Ernest  S ,  P f a f f ,  Leon "Babe" Alsworth, and B i l l  Hammersly. 
Sargent and Pf aff are doing t he  work, and BLsworth and Hamrnersly are 
f u r r S h h g  Rood and transportat ion,  The p r o s p c t  is  located about three  
mi. le?s  south of P i l o t  Knob Lake arad near a f o r k  of the Pain t  River, which 
drains Sinto Hamishak Bay, Its geographical coord:iates a r e  154' 40' W 
longitude and 5 8 O  07' 14 lati tude, The property i s  an old  one and i s  
described oia page 2.75 of U,S."JS. Bul le t in  773 by K. F. Mather. A s  a 
r e su l t  of the examination, it is  believed that the  property h s  good 
possibil.ities, and as the owners are anxious t o  tm it over, it should 
be reconunended t o  anyone interes ted a s  being well worth t he  gamble of 
an explora.t:ion program in t he  hopes of developing an economical W g  
 vent;^, A road could be bu i l t  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s i l y  a t  :river grade from 
Kam.j.shak Bay by f oLLowhg t h e  Paint River for a repor ted  distance of 
about four teen niaes.  Several samples were taken, some Brunton surveying 
was done!, and a repor t  wUL be writ ten on t h e  property by Martin Jasper 
when t h e  permits. 

The second day was spent ih c l imbhg  t o  and examining a group 
of claims t h a t  ,the par tne r s  had staked as a result of i ron  discoveries, 
The magnetite was imuff  i c i e n t  t o  be of cormnercial inberest, The par tners  
were s o  advised, 

The t h i r d  day was spent in hiking over a l a rge  amount of 
country jn search of a second copper show reported by Kr. Sargent, It 
also turned out t o  be of a very low value, or  else we cou ldn t t  f i nd  it, 
No promising copper mineralization was seen. A general  reconnaissance 
f o r  o ther  m:m:inerd.ization was made a t  the  same time. 'dent back t o  Pil.ot 
Knob Lake that night, 

JlLL3-21: P i l o t  Knob Lake t o  lliamna v ia  p i l o t  Alsworth, 
~ i m a  to%~c  hoyage via Pacific Northern iirl.ineei. 

More .time was l o s t  a t  lZiamna because Northern Consolidated 
Air l ines  did not  s top  t he r e  on the  way back t o  knc:horage as they had 
promised then they so ld  us the round t r i p  t i c k e t s ,  Transportation was 
f inal ly secured l a t e  in t he  afternoon with PNA, 

C;ontacted Mr. Noore of C A A  while waiting in I l i a m a ,  He is 
t h e  husband of :Lorraine pzoore, U, S ,  Commissioner a t  Diamna, who was 



working in the c i~nner ies  at Bris to l  Bay a t  the time. We had wanted t o  
see her regalding the  cen t r a l  recording program. Moore reported t h a t  
when business cane in f o r  her t h a t  seemed urgent, he forwarded it t o  
her  a t  B r i s t o l  Bay, Otherwise it waits until a f t e r  the f i sh ing  season. 

Ju3.y 22: A t  dnehomge preparing f o r  t r i p  t o  Red Mountah,  

Ju3y 23: ,mchorage t o  Ilon~er via Jasper Is pr iva te  car. - 
Stopped t o  see llrs, Betty Ross, U.S. Commissioner a t  Kenai, 

regarding mining recordings. She reported no a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  pas t  year 
in her prechet ,  but the Pomeroy Construction Company, building an 
h q y  ins ta l la t ion  there, had created a fu ro r  in the vicinity abut two 
years ago by stalchg 8 large  group of grave:l claims on s m  homesteads. 

Also v i s i t ed  with Fx. Learn, oldtimer at Cooper's Landing. 31 
regard t o  t he  controversy with a man named Eiubbrd who refuses t o  give 
up some placer  ground a t  Schooner Bend where t h e  Territory wants t o  
build a hightray Isridge, M r .  Lean said he had gone broke with some others  
on that ground enrly 5n t he  century, and that a l so  it had been d r i l l e d  
a t  l e a s t  three times since with very poor resu l t s .  ThLs is  reported 
here f o r  f u tu r e  reference as eddence that -the ground i n  question i a  
not  valuable f o r  mining purposes. It was not f e l t  t h a t  any good would 
be accomplished Isy talking t o  Mr. Hubbard, s ince  several  others ham 
t r i e d  it and go t  nowhere. 

,' 

July 214; Homer to dakolof Bay via mail boat t l I l i amnnl l ,  
Jakolof Bay-t o Red Mowkain via truck with Mike Seiler, 

The m a i l .  boat did not leave Homer unt i l  noon, s o  we tr ied to 
contact  the S.ocaX. U.S. C d s s i o n e r ,  M r .  m t .  H b  of f ice  hours were 
posted as 12:30 t o  3:30 f i ve  days a week, s o  we couldnl t  see him. 

Mike SeiPe:r picked us up a t  the dock and took us up t o  t he  
top of Red Mountain f o r  a preliminary look a t  t h e  scene of operation 
and vic in i ty ,  

A tk 
, I  2- 
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Julg 25 to 30: Magnetometer survey of v i c i n i t y  of proposed 
mining operation8 of Kemi Chrome Company and other chrome deposits, 
and engineering ass i s tance  t o  the  ICenai Chrome Company. 

The deposit of chromite t o  be mined is the Star No. bc vein 
or layer. The magnetic work revealed no anomalies t h a t  might ind ica te  
an extension of the Star 4 o r  any other nearby bodies of ore that were 
not already evident, Probable extensions =re located a t  each end of 
the Juneau No. 1 deposit, but the  anomalies have not y e t  been mapped. 
TlCis claim is on t h e  other s ide  of the 3bdy River Valley from Red 
Mountain. Furthc?r magnetic work was done on a deposi t  held by B i l l  
Lyons and Dallas Newell a t  t h e i r  request, but  this survey failed because 
of the existence sf highly magnetic serpent ine  on the cfainl. k report 
on the magnetk work done on t h i s  t p i p  w i l l  be prepared a t  a l a t e r  da t e  
by t h e  w ~ i t e r ,  



A t  t he  time of t he  v i s i t  t;o the  Kenai Chrome Company, they were 
operating f r o m  a temporary -bent c q  a t  t'ne base of Recl Nountain and 
construct;ing a permanent camp on top of the mountain near t he  minee The 
operation is being financed by an ore-purchase agreement with General. 
Services Admj-nis.tration wnereby they receive a guaranteed price of $70 
per  ton f o r  ore delivered a t  S e a t t l e  OF Porliland. John Bachner of 
Anchorage i s  associated w i t h  S e i l e r  in t h e  compaqy. 

Kenai Chrome i s  operating on ordy two  claims, tho mith No, 11 
a d  S t a r  No. 4, which are patented and owned by Union Carbide and Carbon 
Company. U, C, and C. also holds many other  claims in  t h e  vicinity. 
The dealings f o r  the claims are made with U, S. Vanadium, a subsidiary 
~f U. C, and 6 ,  U. S, Vanadium has t o l d  Se f i e r  that S he does we'll 
with the  two cla:is he has now, they w i l l  be ready f o r  ether deals with 
h.h , 

The crew was about 10 men, and t h e  foreman i s  Norman Crooks, 
a well-known and competent mines u t th  wide Alaskan experience. The men 
were tihe most l oya l  and l e a s t  complaining t h a t  the  m i t e r  has seen i n  a 
camp as primitive as the one they were ;in, The morale was excep t iond ly  
high, and they were in teres ted in what tney were doing. An increase t o  
about 30 men is plaruled, 

k crosscut t o  the ore and a drift with the ore already existed, 
and it was des i red  t o  dryive two r a i s e s  from t h e  drift t o  t h e  r ichest  
part  of t h e  vein, as eva:Luated from diamond drilling, so  t h a t  the best 
ore could be drawn first. Jasper and the wr i te r  surveyed and mapped 
the  rlrises £or them s o  tha t  the  ore would be intersected in t h e  proper 
places, Tne s i b  of a proposed a e r i a l  tram was inspected and roughly 
surveyed t o  determine t h e  amount of cable that would be necessaw, The 
drop w i l l  be 1200 f e e t  a t  an average slope a f  25O,  s o  tine slope d i s tance  
is 2850 f e e t ,  For a shuttle--tram, about 7000 f e e t  of cable should be 
purc hcssed , 

Until the  tram is  finished,  the  ore w i l l  be hauled off Red 
Mountain i n  an athey-type t r a i l e r  w i t h  a t r a c t o r ,  then t ransferred t o  
a truck for the  9 o r  LO-mile ha1 t o  Jakolof Bay, fi dock mst yet  be 
b u i l t  f o r  t he  ore handling, and a bel t  conveyor is planned f o r  trans- 
por t ing t h e  o re  from t h e  bunkers on shore t o  the? dock and onto t he  ship,  
Coastwise Line has t h e  shipping con t rac t  a t  $10 per  ton, The deadline 
f o r  t h e  f-*st shipment of ore is  October 1st. Dri l l ing on the above 
mentioned r a i s e s  s tar ted on July 31. 

i i e g d i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of t he  Alaska Chrome Company, Bill 
Lyons informed t h e  t r i t e r  and Jasper t h a t  he had dis;soc:iated himself 
from C. h., S h e m n ,  and had served not ice  of sane on Sherman i n  writing. 
In reference t o  t h e i r  ~ Q ~ C  holdings in t he  chmmite area, JJyons said 
t ha t  one of them would have t o  buy tile o the r  one out, but  he did not 
know which on(: would do it. 

JUT 31: Jalcolof Eay t o  Eorner via Inlet Flying Service, 
4- 

Homer t.o ~.nchorage via jasper's pr iva te  vehicle. nrlrived i n  iinchorage 
a l i t t l e  a f t e r  midnight, 



The W e t  Flying Service operat ing ou t  of Homer is a very 
accommodating outfit owned by Paul, Choquette. We i s  anxious for the 
b ~ ~ s i n e s s  and is a good p i l o t ,  Zt i s  about t h e  most accomm&ting bush 
f l y i n g  semice  t h e  writer h a s  seenc 

w a i t i n g  f o r  t r anspor t a t ion .  

Ln compan;lr with 14ro Koldswortn, conferred ~ ~ L t i a  Irene Ryan on 
Cize lzates-t aerelopments i.n o i l  leasing and prospecting :in t h e  Third 
3i.vision. 

k ~ s t  2: .knchorage t o  Juneail via Pacific: 1iorthe:rn kirli.nes, -- 
Jasper rerrnined i n  Anchorage* 

i, ! James a. iJi3.liarns 
'4 ~ s s o c i a t e  !<ining Engineer 


