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From a conversation w i t h  Joe Ibach, old time prospector  

presentl:,~ Lives on iemesurier  Island, it was iearneii that i n  the  very 

ea r l j -  1900 ' s  he and some associates had d r i v e n  an  a d i t  on what he 

remembers as a very promising copper p rospec t  on a creek t h a t  was named 

a f t e r   hi^ near Cordovao The creek  i s  now called Ibeck Creek, t h e  

o r i g i n a l  s p e l l i n g  apparently having been l o s t .  His d e s c r i p t i o n  of t he  

minera l i za t ion  sounding ds if i t  could  be a prospect  of c o m e r c i a 1  pos- 

s i b i l i t i e s ,  it was decided t o  search f o r  it. Accordingly, the  unciersigned 

made tne search on October i, 1954, but w i t h  negative r e s u l t s .  Ho~.ever, 

a t  %he t i n e  o i  w r i t i n g  it appears tnaa  another searcr' i s  j u s t i f i e d  and 

should be carr ied out.  

Ibeck Greek i s  ir t h e  Cordova and Cordova C - 4  Quadrzngles j u s t  

west of tne Lower end of Lcott  Glacier .  It drains 2 p o r t i o n  of  hhepnard 

Glacier .  The f l y i n g  t i n e  fmm Cordova i s  about 10 o r  15 minutes. The 

apprsxiraate geographical  coo rd ina t e s  of tile prospect a s  marked on t h e  

map by ;;:r. Ibach are l~c5'~211'24I~ 1.: longitlrde and 60~39'15" T I  Zati-cuae. 

The v i c i n i t y  was reacned 'by Zandir, 32 t h e  small ELce through \,h?-~i: the  



creek flows before emerging i n to  the  wide val.ley with a r e l a t i v e l y  dJhotn 

pe r foming  s m d l  plane (Cessna 180). 

i reconnaissance was made u? the  creek bed and back down on 

the r i gh t  limit as shown i n  t he  attached vicl.nity map. moat  was thomughl;y 

checked i n  t he  creek, along the  banks, and on the  r i g h t  L i m i t  bench f o r  

evidence of copper mineralizat ion,  bilt none could be found. No sulfides 

of any nature were noted. Some reddish mater ia l  resembling jasper was 

seen, and venJ occasionalLy a piece of fine-grained b s i c  material. t h a t  

had weathered .to a brownisn color was encountered. The country rock i s  

limestone and some graywacke. 

The reconnaissance was made up the creek t o  a poin t  well above 

where Fr ,  Ibach indicated h i s  adik was located,  and a l so  pa s t  the reported 

mineralizat ion zone. No t r a ce  of %he a d i t  o r  a dump could be located, 

On the way back downstream, the  reconnaissance was made back and f o r t h  

over the  r i g h t  limit bench, which is about 50 to LOO feet above the  stream 

l eve l ,  on t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  that the  a d i t  might have been up there. The 

bench appears t o  be mostly of large  unconsolidated mate r ia l  all the way 

down te the creek l eve l ,  and the most l og i ca l  place f o r  an a d i t  would seem 

to  be h e r e  the  bench meets the  t rue  slope of tne  mountainside. However, 

K r .  Ibach seems quite sure t h a t  t he  a d i t  was a t  creek l e v e l  and lends 

force  t o  h i s  statement by reconnting t h a t  the creek used t o  wash away 

p a r t  of the  dump. 

Because o f  t h e  absence of even a small amount of  mineralized 

f l o a t  and t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  f i n d  indi.catlons of o ld  mrk ings ,  it wtis tempora- 

r i l y  assumed that pmbabl:~ an e r ro r  had been made 6 s  to  the  l o c a l i t y  of 



the prospect. On f u r t h e r  research, however, i t  has been found that 

U. S. Geological Survey Bul le t in  443 r e p o r t s  t L r e e  copper p rospec t s  on 

Zbeck Creelc, and s o  it appears t h a t  another  and rnore lengthy search on 

Ibeck Creek i s  j u s t i f i ed  i n  the  hopes of f indiqg  a commercially i n t e r e s t -  

ing copper deposit. 

Jmes  A, wiZliams 
Associate Kining Engineer 




