
Box 1581 
Fairbanks, Alaska 
December 13, 1948 PI "1-0%'-03 

Mr. B. D. Stewart, 
Commissioner of Uines 
Juneau, Alaska. 

Dear S i r :  

I am tk owner of a g o u p  of placer c l a i ~ f l  near 
Rampart and I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  acquiring a ~ a r t n e r .  

I undeastand t h a t  your o f f i c e  keeps on f i l e  
information on ind iv idua l  p rope r t i e s  f o r  n r o s ~ e c t i v e  invest-  
ors.  I am therefore  enclosing a r e p o r t  on my n r o ~ e r t y ,  r t t h  
some remarks. ?hank you f o r  f i l i n g  it, 

I would give a 49% i n t e r e s t  i n  my claims i n  exchange 
f o r  digging a d i t ch  b,000 f e e t  long, 600 f e e t  of hydraulic 
pipe and f i t t i n g s  and t h r ee  g i an t s ,  plus lumber f o r  s l u i c e  
boxes. 

- -  -. 
, . - .  

Very t r u l y  yours, 

H i l l i a r d  Avnet, 
Box 1581 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

Enc . 4 pp and sketch mar, 



Re: S l a t e  Creek, R m m i  , Alaska. H i .  l a r d  Avnet, Box 1581, Fairbanks 

& '%4 - 
P R O P ~ R , ~ :  " rone r ty  cons is:^ c f  13 ? lac%? claims,  each k50 f e s t  wide by  

1320 f e 9 t  long,  a  t o t a l  l e n ~ t 9  c f  ?a r i l e s  a long  t.he creek.  

PROEUCTICN : R m n a r t  has nrcduced a n n r o x i c a t e l y  $1, ~ C O  ,GCO .GO i n  gold  
UD t o  1930 ( f i gu red  a t  t h e  o l d   rice cf gold)  according t o  
government f i g u r e s .  A U.S. C e o l o f ~ i c a l  Survey P u l l e t i n  nub- 
l i s h e d  i n  1901~ cr9cl i ts  S l a t ?  Creek v i t h  a nroduct ion of 
Q15,000.00 un t o  t h e  end cf t h e  y e a r  1904. Tne creek was 
discoyrarcd i n  1900. 

H1STOF.Y OF b!IlTIF.TG? The f i r s f ,  r~c.rk dcne on Slnt.,e Cre?ek or s s  d r i f t i n g  
about  two mi l e s  above t h e  mouth of t h e  creek.  Later ,  work 
was done i n  t h e  c reek  bed from t h e  mouth up a d i s t a n c e  of a 
mi le .  'Zhe f c r ~ e r  owner of  S l a t e  Creelc bought t h e  ground i n  
1912 and pc.c)r,ked it cont inuous ly  u n t i l  1941. He mined by 
p r i m i t i v e  ~ e t h o d s  and mined a v e r y  sma l l  a r e a  each s w . e r .  
3e r:orked bj al iowing wa te r  f r o n  a d i t c h  t o  f l a v  down t h s  
h i l l s i d e ,  washing away t h e  g r a v e l  u n t i l  bedrock was reached. 
The r a t e r  mas then  s h u t  o f f  and t h e  nuggets picked GD. I n  
a p p r o x i ~ a t e l y  30 years he nined anproximately L6,000 square 
f e e t  of ~ r o u n d ,  

R3I:T?GbKS : ?he ground is  well ~ r o s n e c t e d .  For a d i s t a n c e  of  1 r i l e  
t h e r e  a r e  o ld  workings t o t a l i n g  L6,000 square f ~ e t .  n e r 9  
remains a p n r o x i ~ a t e l y  ~ S O , O C O  sque rc  f e e t  t o  be nined i n  
the lower mile .  The f c r n e r  mner  and I worked a  s r a l l  
a r e a  i n  f r o n t  o f  t 5 e  cab in  and me olcked un gold worth 

$141.65, from 295' square  f?et.  A nrosaect,  d r i f t  mined du r ing  
t h e  m i n t e r  of 19LS-1b6 ~ r o d u c e d  ?121.0G from SSb s q t ~ a r e  f e e t  
and o n l y  ha l f  t h e  g r a v e l  o r  l? cub ic  y a r d s  was s l u i c e d .  - 
Coarse gold has been found a  2 i s t a n c e  of 23  r i l e s  a long  t h e  
c reek .  The lovrer ~ i l e  i s  ?roswct ,ed  b u t  t h e  im?er mi le  and 
a  h a l f  w i l l  have t o  b e  nrospec ted .  

The c reek  f u r n i s h ~ s  a  good s u v l y  of water  f o r  pining.  One 
~ e a s u r e r e n t  !t,000 f e e t   fro^ +he rrouth la t ,a  i n  t h e  surrmer 
showed t h e  c reek  v:as 11 feet x i d e  by 6 inches  deen 'and f lowing  
100 f e e t  i n  LC] s e c o ~ i s  o r  anproxiracel ; r  560 rriners inches.  

The rr..'nin,: s ea scn  i s  frrni e a r l y  :yay u n t i l  ?..bcut t h e  middle o f  
~ s h t e n b e r .  .?one y e a r s  mining could  be s t a r t e d  i n  l a t e  A p r i l  
as t h a  c reek  i s  f lowing  then .  

,#/ 

I p l a n  t o  onerz te  a h y d r a u l i c  ~ l m t  wi th  a  t r a c t o r  an.? b u l l -  
doz"r i n  con,junction. A dd tch  L,000 fee t  long  ill give  a 
hzzd cf 12; f e e t  a t  t h e  workings. 



R e :  S l a t e  Creek, Ramnt , A l x k a  E i l i A c A r d  4-met,  Rox 1581, Fa i rbanks  

Uinera l  g e n o s i t s  of t h e  Fzm?art and Hot Snrin:{s C i s t r i c t s ,  Alaska 

?y ,J. 5. ?.'er+,ie, Jr. 
Seo log ica l  Surve:.r F u l l e  ti n 8L1L-9, 1931 

(~"87 ) SLATS CREEK 

" S l a t e  Creek ~ n t e r s  Eincok Cregk f r c ~  t h e  n e s t  &out 11 
m i l s s  above., i t s  mouth. It i s  ahcut b m i l e s  l o n g  and f l o v s  i n  a g e n e ~ a l  
1.1.srtheasterIy 5 i r e c t i o n .  I ts v a l l e y  i s  nar rowly  TT-sha~ad i n  t h e  lower 
p a r t  bu t  uomewhat more oDen i n  t h e  headwater reg ion .  The g rad ien t  of 
S l a t ?  creek i n  t h e  l o v e r  ? a r t  of i t s  v a l l e y  i s  a.bout. 150 f e e t  t o  t h e  
mi le .  

"The gold  i n  S l a t e  Creek i s  found i n  both c roek  and bench 
p l a c e r s ,  bu t  t h e  o l d  crkek w o r k i n ~ s  have been l a r g e l y  f i l l e d  i n  by g r a v e l  
subsequent ly d e p c s i t e d  W t h e  creek.  The bench g r a v e l  now be ing  worked 
i s  confined t o  t h e  northwest  s i j e  of t h e  c reek ,  and t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  
alluvium sugges t s  t h a t  much of t h e  gold say have come firom t h i s  n o r t h e s t  
s lope  of t h e  v a l l e y .  7"ne bedrock i n  t h e  c r e e k  c o n s i s t s  of  sheared o r  
s c h i s t o s e  c h e r t ,  b l ack ,  maroon, and green & l a t e  and ~ h p l l i t e ,  and, i n  t h e  
lower va l l ey ,  l imestone.  The z r a v e l  c c n s i s t s  of same t p e s  of rock, 
w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of cons5deragle  ve in  q u a r t z  and a s m a l l  w x - c e n t a ~ e  
of s e v e r a l  v a r i e t i e s  of s c h L i s t ,  i nc lud ing  some dark  a reen  enidot,e - 
c h l o r i t e  s c h i s t ,  probably j e r i ~ r ? ?  f r o r  t h e  metmorn%<sm of  b a s i c  i n t r u s i v e  
rocks ,  The count ry  rock i n  gene ra l  i s  c ~ n s i d e r a b l y  mnt,anornbosed. The 
v e i n  qua r t z ,  which i s  n r9sen t  i n  both  bedrock and g rave l ,  i s  ?robably t h e  
source  of t h e  ?old.  

t t D i s c o ~ ~ e r y  c l a i n  on S l a t e  Crsek i s  ahcut  h,000 f ee t ,  from t h e  
mouth, and 500 f o o t  c laims r e r e  s taked  unstream a s  Par  a s  c l a i n  12 ahove 
Discovery. The e a r l y  n i n i n ?  cn Slat,e Creek was done i n  t h e  Creek ~ l a c e r s ,  
b u t  those  having now been worked out ,  and nrssent  mining i s  confined t o  
the benches. No d a t a  are a , - a i l ab l e  on t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of +.he c reek  n l a c e r s ,  
excent  t h e  s t a t e ~ e n t  by Ijess i n  lFOh t h a t  most of t h e  work at t h a t  t i n e  
hqd been done n e a r l y  2 m i l t ? s  above t h e  mmth  by w i n t e r  d r i f t i n g  i n  g r a v e l  
26 f e e t  t h i c k .  Much su@sequen+ ocencut work, however, has  e-r ident ly bs%n 
done i n  the creek  i t s e l f  f a r t h e r  sownstream. The pays t r eak  i n  t h e s e  upuer 
p l a c e r s  was said by Aess t o  be 5C fee t  wide, and t h e  gold vras/reoorted t o  
occur  i n  tohe lower t h r e e  f e e t  of g r a v e l  and t h e  up3er 1$ feet,  of ' f r ac tu red  
bedrock. A n i e c e  of dol.3 nor-c'n r.8.00 was t h e  la rges t ,  t h e n  r enor t ed ,  but, 
n l a c e r  s i l v e r  a l s o  occurred ~ i t ~ h t h e  gold, and one s i l v e r  nugget waighing 

ounces was recorGed. 

('The ? r e s e n t   ini in; i s  bein& done a long  t h e  n o r t h n - e ~ t  bench 
on Clain: 2 b b & m  Discovery. An ouen cu t  about  15 t c  20 f e e t  above t h e  l e v e l  
of t h e  creek i s  bein; onened ..n. The ? l ~ c e r  c o n s i s t s  of about 5 f e e t  of 
well-worn g r a v e l  and boulr-iers, o v e r l a i n  bar 10  30 1 2  f e e t  of  muck. The 
fract ,ured bedrcck i s  pingled v q i t h  consrderahle  clazroy m a t e r i a l  sor?r! cf 
:.r"lic i s  : rs l lovish 'cnmn frorr  i r cn  s ta j .n ing  m t . 1  i s  n r o b a l ~ l y  m i n ~ r a l i z e d .  
The 4 n l d  i s  coarse ,  and some nug,<e+.s hsve been fclln.! wort.h a s  r u c h  a s  "$00.00 

+% f i ~ u r e a  a t  t h e  o l d  n r i c e  of :<el?. 



- - 
f 

.- ' - 
R e  : S l a t e  Creek, Rantpart, Alaska (cont inued)  - 

The average f ineness  of t h e  go ld  i s  s a i d  by t h e  one ra to r  t o  be 0.915, and 
t h i s  without  countin,; t h ~  s i l v e r ,  makes the? gold worth $18.9149 an  ounce. 
No concent ra tes  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  from t h e s e  onerat . ions,  b u t  nuch b a r i t e  was 
observed as  good-sized cobbles  i n  t h e  g r a v e l  and ~ l a c e r  s i l v e r  i s  of common 
occurrence.  

nThis mining i s  dcne l a r g e l y  by a unique a ~ p l i c a t i o n  of  
ground-slucling methods. A d i t c h  1200 f e e t  l ong  b r i n g s  a s l u i c e  head 
of wa te r  t o  t he  upper p a r t  o f  t h e  cut,, *here it  is  ~ o n d t d  and al lowed t o  
s p l a s h  p e r i o d i c a l l y  o w n  ove r  t h e  f a c e  c f  t h e  cu t .  No nozz le  i s  used, and 
no s l u i c e  boxes a r e  employed. The ope ra to r  merely v i s i t s  t h e  c u t  when t h e  
overburden has been grounds lu iced  away and p i c k s  up t h e  nudgets." 

8 f i gu red  a t  t h e  o l d  o r i c e  of  so ld .  





RE: S l a t e  Creek, Rampart Alaska By: Hi l l i a r d  Avnet, 
Box 1581 , Fai rbanks 

PROPERTY : 
Property consis ts  of 13 placer claims, each 450 f e e t  wide by 1320 f e e t  long, a t o t a l  

length of 3 1/4 miles along the creek. 

PRODUCTION : 
Rampart has produced approximately $1,400,000.00 i n  gold up t o  1930 ( f igured a t  the old 

price of gold) accord1 ng t o  government f igures .  A. U .  S.  Geological Survey Bul le t in  

published in  1904 c r ed i t s  S l a t e  Creek w i t h  a production of $15,000.00 up t o  t h e  end of 

the year 1904. The creek was discovered i n  1900. 

HISTORY OF MINING: 
The f i r s t  work done on S l a t e  Creek was d r i f t i n g  about two miles above t he  mouth of t he  

creek. Later ,  work was done i n  the creek bed from the  mouth up  a distance of a mile. The 

former owner of S l a t e  Creek bought the ground i n  1912 and worked i t  continuously unti  1 

1941. He mined by pr imit ive  methods and mined a very small area each summer. He worked 

by allowing water from a di tch t o  flow down the  h i l l s i d e ,  washing away the  gravel un t i l  

bedrock was reached. The water was then s h u t  o f f  and the  nuggets picked up. In approx- 

imately 30 years  he mined approximately 46,000 square f e e t  of ground. 

REMARKS : 
The ground is well prospected. For a d is tance of 1 mile there are  old workings 

to ta l ing  46,000 square f e e t .  There remains approximately 450,000 square f e e t  t o  be mined 

i n  the lower mile. The former owner and I worked a small area i n  f r on t  of t h e  cabin and 

we picked up gold worth $141.69 from 205 square f e e t .  A prospect d r i f t  mined during t he  

winter of 1945-46 produced $121.00 from 554 square f e e t  and only - half the gravel o r  17 cubic 

yards was s luiced.  

Coarse gold has been found a distance of 2 1/2 miles along the  creek. The lower mile 

i s  prospected b u t  the  upper mile and a half wi l l  have t o  be prospected. 

The creek furnishes a good supply of water f o r  m i n i n g .  One measurement 4,000 f e e t  from 

the mouth l a t e  i n  the  sumner showed the creek was 11 f e e t  wide by 6 inches deep and flowing 

100 f e e t  i n  40 seconds or approximately 560 miners inches. 

The min ing  season i s  from ear ly  May un t i l  about the  middle of September. Some years 

mining could be s t a r t e d  i n  l a t e  April as t he  creek i s  flowing then. 



I plan t o  operate a hydraulic plant with a t ractor  and bulldozer in conjunction. A 

ditch 4,000 feet long wi 11 give a head of 120 fee t  a t  the workings. 

Mineral Deposits of the Rampart and Hot Springs Distr icts ,  Alaska 

by J .  B.  Mertie, J r .  
Geological Survey Bulletin 844-D, 1931 

(PP 187) 

SLATE CREEK 

"Slate Creek enters Minook Creek from the west about 11 miles above i t s  m o u t h .  I t  i s  

about 4 miles long and flows in a general northeasterly direction. I t s  valley i s  narrowly 

V-shaped in the lower part b u t  somewhat more open in the headwater region. The gradient of 

Slate Creek in the lower part of i t s  valley i s  about 150 feet  to the mile. 

"The gold in Slate Creek i s  found in b o t h  creek and bench placers, b u t  the old creek 

workings have been largely f i l l ed  in by gravel subsequently deposited by the creek. The 

bench gravel now being worked is confined t o  the northwest side of the creek, and the 

character of the alluvium suggests that much of the gold may have come from this northwest 

slope of the valley. The bedrock i n  the creek consists of sheared or schistose chert,  

black, maroon, and green s l a t e  and phyllite, and, i n  the lower valley, limestone. The 

gravel consists of the same types of rock, with the addition of considerable vein quartz 

and a small percentage of several varieties of sch i s t ,  including some dark green epidote - 
chlorite schist ,  probably derived from the metamorphism of basic intrusive rocks. The 

country rock in general is considerably metamorphosed. The vein q u a r t z ,  which i s  present 

in both bedrock and gravel, i s  probably the source of the gold. 

I1Di scovery claim on Slate Creek i s  about 4,000 feet  from the m o u t h ,  and 500 foot claims 

were staked upstream as f a r  as claim 12 above Discovery. The early mining on Slate Creek 

was done in the creek placers, b u t  those having now been worked o u t ,  and present m i n i n g  i s  

confined t o  the benches. No data are available on the character of the creek placers, 

except the statement by Hess in 1904 that most of the work a t  that  time had been done nearly 

2 miles above the mouth by winter drifting in gravel 26 fee t  thick. Much subsequent open- 

cut work, however, has  evidently been done i n  the creek i t se l f  farther downstream. The 

paystreak in these upper placers was said by Hess t o  be 50 feet  wide, and the gold was 



reported to  occur i n  the lower three f e e t  of grave1 and the upper 1 1/2 fee t  of fractured 

bedrock. A piece of gold worth $8.00 was the largest  then reported, b u t  placer s i lve r  

also occurred with the gold, and one s i l v e r  nugget weighing 8 ounces was recorded. 

"The present mining is being done along the northwest bench on Claim 2 below 

Discovery. An open cut about 15 to  20 f e e t  above the level of the creek i s  being opened 

up.  The placer consists of about 5 f e e t  of well-worn gravel and boulders, overlain by 

10 t o  12 f e e t  of muck. The fractured bedrock i s  mingled with considerable clayey material 

some of which i s  yellowish brown from iron staining and i s  probably mineralized. The gold 

i s  coarse, and some nuggets have been found worth as much as $100.00*. The average fine- 

ness of the gold i s  said by the operator t o  be 0.915, and this without counting the s i l v e r ,  

makes the gold worth $18.91* an ounce. No concentrates are avai lable  from these operations, 

but much ba r i t e  was observed as good-sized cobbles in the gravel and placer s i lve r  is of 

common occurrence. 

"This min ing  i s  done largely by a unique application of ground~sluicing methods. A 

ditch 1200 fee t  long brings a s l u i c e  head of water t o  the upper pa r t  of the cut ,  where i t  

is ponded and allowed t o  splash periodically down over the face of the cut. No nozzle i s  

used, and no s luice boxes a re  employed. The operator merely visits the cut when the over- 

burden has been groundsluiced away and picks up the nuggets ." 

*Figured a t  the old price of gold. 


