Mr. B. D. Stewart,
Commissioner of Mines
Juneau, Alaska.

Dear Sir:

I am the owner of a group of placer claims near

Box 1581
Fairbanks, Alaska
December 13, 19L8

Rampart and I am interested in acquiring a vertner.

I undeestand that your office keeps on file
information on individual properties for orosmective invest-
ora, I am therefore enclosing a report on my proverty, with
some remarks, Thank you for filing it,

I would give a L9% interest in my claims in axchange

for digging a ditch L,000 feet long, 600 feet of hydraulic
pipe and fittings and three giants, plus lumber for sluice

boxes,

Enc. 4 ppand sketch map

Very truly yours,

.’i. 7. a ﬁ '_lf—

Hilliard Avnet,
Box 1581
Fairbanks, Alaska
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Re:

ﬁwz 7&@/_,

Slate Creek, Rampa , Alaska. /zbé%,rif Hi. iard Avnet, Box 1581, Fairbanks
’Lf}’ / AU OIS :

i

PROPERTY: Pronerty consists cf 13 nlacer claims, each L50 fest wide by
1320 feat long, a total length cof 3& riles along the creek.

PRODUCTICN: Ramnart has -rcduced annroximately #1,LC0,000.00 in gold

T uo to 1930 { figured at the o0ld vrice cf zold) according to
Zovernment figures. A U.S. Geoclogical Survey Bulletin nub-
lished in 190h credits Slata Creek with a nroduction of
$15,0C0.00 un to the end cf the year 190L. The creek was
discovered in 19C0.

HISTCEY OF KININGT The first werk done on Slate Cresek was drifting
about two miles above the mouth of the creek. Later, work
was cone in the creek bed Ffrom the mouth up a distance of a
mile. The ferrmer cwner of Slate Creek bought the ground in
1912 and worked it continuously until 1942, He mined by
primitive methods and mined a very small area each summer.
Ye wvorked by aliowing water Irom a ditch to flow down theo
hillside, washing away the gravel until bedrock was reached,
The water was then shut off and the nuggets picked ur. In
approximately 30 years he mined aoproximately L6,000 square
feet of ground.

REMARKS : The ground is well »rosmected. Tor a distance of 1 mile

there are old workings totaling L6,000 square feet, There
remains apvroximately L50,0C0 squzre feet to be mined in

the lower mile. The former owner and I worksd a small

area in frent of the cabin and we vicked up zold worth
$141,69 from 205 swquare faet, A n~rosvect drift mined during
the winter of 1985-'Lé oroduced %121.00 from S5l sguare feet
and only half the gravel or 17 cubtic yards was sluiced.

Coarse gold has been found a 2istance of 2% miles along the
creeck. The lower mile is vrosrected but the urver mile and
a half will have to be nrosnscted,

The creek furniches a good sunnly of water for riningz, One
measurament 1,000 feet from the mouth late in the summer
showed the creek was 1) feet wide by 6 inches deen and flowing
100 feet in LO secornds or anmnroxira*ely 560 riners inches.

The m'ning seascn is frem early May until 2bcut the middle of
Septembaer, CSome years mining could be started in late april
as ths creek is flowing then.

I nlan to ornerate a hydraulic vlant with a tractor anc bull-
doger in conjunction. A ditch L,000 feet long will give a
heac c¢f 120 feet at the workings.



Re: Slate Creek, Ramme , Alaska Hili.usd Avnet, Box 1581, Fairbanks

Vineral Devosits of the Fammart and Hot Sorinss Districts, Alaska

Ty J. B, Mertie, Jr.
Geological Svrvey Pulletin 8hk-D, 1931

(PP 187) SLATZ CREZK

nSlate Creek enters Mincok Creek from the west about 11
milas ahove its mouth. It i5 abteut b miles long and flows in a general
northeasterly direction. Its valley is narrowly YV-shaped in tha lower
nart but womewhat more cven in the heaawater region. The gradient of
Slates rreek in the lower part of its valley is about 150 feet to the
mile,

"The zold in Slate Creek is found in both creek and bench
placers, but the old créek workings have been largely filled in by gravel
subsequently depcsited by the creek. The bench gravel now being worked
is confined to the northwest siie of the creek, and the character of the
alluvium suggests that mucn of the gold may have come from this northswrest
slope of the valley. The bedrock in the creek consists of sheared or
sc¢histose chert, black, maroon, and green &late and ovhyllite, and, in the
lower valley, limestone. The gravel ccnsists of the same tymes of rock,
with the addition of considerable vein quartz snd a small nercen*age
of several varieties of schist, including some dark green enidote -
chlorite schist, prohably derivad fror the metamornhism of basic intrusiva
rocks., The country recck in gzneral is ccnsiderably metamorohnsed, The
vein quartz, which is »resent in both bedrock and zravel, is nrohably the
source of the z0ld.

“Discovery claim on Slate Creek is arout L,000 feest from the
mouth, and 500 foot claims were staked upstream as far as claim 12 above
Discovery., The early mining cn Slale Creek was done in the Creek nlacers,
but those having now been worked out, and nresent mining is confined to
the benches. No data are a‘-ailabls on the character of the creek nlacers,
exceot tha statement by Hess in 1%0L that most of the work at that time
had bteen done nearly 2 miles arove the mcuth by winter drifting in gravel
26 fset thick. Much sulisecuen* ovencut work, however, has evidently been
done in the creek itself farther downstream. The paystreak in these upper
placers was sald by Hess to be 50 feet wide, and the pold was.reported to
occur in the lower three feet of gravel and the upver l% feet of fractured
bedrock, A niece of zold worth %8.00 was the largest then revorted, but
nlzcer silver also occurred with the gold, and one silver nugget weighing
< ouncas was recorded,

UThe wresent mining is being done alonz the northwest bench
on Claim 2 kehow Discovery. An oven cut about 15 tc 20 feet above the level
of the creek is being opensd -», The nlacer consists of about 5 feet of
well-worn gravel and boul-ers, overlain by 10 to 12 feet of muck. The
fractured tedrcck is ringled with considerahle clayvey material some cf
vhich is vellowish bpown from iren stajning and is orobahbly mineralized.
The ;014 is coarse, and some nugg;ets have been fcun? worth as much as %100.00 #

# fi:ured at the old nrice of secld,



Re: Slate Creek, Rampart, Alaska (continued) -

The average finenesg of the zold is said by the onerator to be 0.915, and
this without counting the silver, makes the gold worth 318.91® an ounce.

Mo concentrates are available from these onerations, but much barite was
observed as good-sized cohbbles in the gravel and olacer silver is of common
occurrence.,

"This mining is dcne largely by a unique aoplication of
ground-sluciing methods. A ditch 1200 feet long brings a sluice head
of water to thea upper part of the cut, Where it is ponded and allowed to
splash periedically <“own over the face cf the cut, No nozzle is used, and
no sluice boxes are employed. The operator merely visits the cut when the
overburden has been yroundsluiced away and picks up the nuggets."

® figzured at the old orice of zold.
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RE: State Creek, Rampart Alaska By: Hilliard Avnet,
Box 1581, Fairbanks

PROPERTY :
Property consists of 13 placer claims, each 450 feet wide by 1320 feet Tong, a total

length of 3 1/4 miles along the creek.

PRODUCTION:
Rampart has produced approximately $1,400,000.00 in gold up to 1930 (figured at the old

price of gold) according to government figures. A. U. S. Geolagical Survey Bulletin
published in 1904 credits Slate Creek with a production of $15,000.00 up to the end of
the year 1904. The creek was discovered in 1900.

HISTORY OF MINING: _
The first work done on Slate Creek was drifting about two miles above the mouth of the

creek. Later, work was done in the creek bed from the mouth up a distance of a mile. The
former owner of Slate Creek bought the ground in 1912 and worked it continuously until
1941. He mined by primitive methods and mined a very small area each summer. He worked
by allowing water from a ditch to flow down the hillside, washing away the gravel unti]
bedrock was reached. The water was then shut off and the nuggets picked up. In approx-
imately 30 years he mined approximately 46,000 square feet of ground.

REMARKS :
The ground is well prospected. For a distance of I mile there are old workings

totaling 46,000 square feet. There remains approximately 450,000 sguare feet to be mined

in the lower mile. The former owner and I worked a small area in front of the cabin and

we picked up gold worth $141.69 from 205 square feet. A prospect drift mined during the
winter of 1945-46 produced $121.00 from 554 square feet and only half the gravel or 17 cubic
yards was sluiced.

Coarse gold has been found a distance of 2 1/2 miles along the creek. The lower mile
is prosﬁected but the upper mile and a half will have to be prospected.

The creek furnishes a good supply of water for mining. One measurement 4,000 feet from
the mouth Tate in the summer showed the ¢reek was 11 feet wide by 6 inches deep and flowing
100 feet in 40 seconds or approximately 560 miners inches.

The mining season is from early May until about the middle of September. Some years

mining could be started in late April as the creek is flowing then.



I plan to operate a hydraulic plant with a tractor and bulldozer in conjunction. A

ditch 4,000 feet long will give a head of 120 feet at the workings.

Mineral Deposits of the Rampart and Hot Springs Districts, Alaska
by J. B. Mertie, dr.
Geclogical Survey Bulletin 844-D, 1931
(PP 187)
SLATE CREEK

“Slate Creek enters Minook Creek from the west about 11 miles above its mouth. It is
about 4 miles long and flows in a general northeasterly direction. Its valley is narrowly
V-shaped in the Tower part but somewhat more open in the headwater region. The gradient of
Slate Creek in the lower part of its valley is about 150 feet to the mile.

“The gold in Slate Creek is found in both creek and bench placers, but the old creek
workings have been largely filled in by gravel subsequently deposited by the creek. The
bench gravel now being worked is confined to the northwest side of the creek, and the
character of the alluvium suggests that much of the gold may have come from this northwest
slope of the valley. The bedrock in the creek consists of sheared or schistose chert,
btack, maroon, and green slate and phyllite, and, in the lower vajley, limestone. The
gravel consists of the same types of rock, with the addition of considerable vein gquartz
and a small percentage of several varieties of schist, including some dark green epidote -
chlorite schist, probably derived from the metamorphism of basic intrusive rocks. The
country rock 1n general is considerably metamorphosed. The vein quartz, which {is present
in both bedrock and gravel, is probably the source of the gold.

"Discovery claim on Slate Creek is about 4,000 feet from the mouth, and 500 foot claims
were staked upstream as far as claim 12 above Discovery. The early mining on Slate Creek
was done in the creek placers, but those having now been worked out, and present mining is
confined to the benches. No data are available on the character of the creek placers,
except the statement by Hess in 1904 that most of the work at that time had been done nearly
2 miles above the mouth by winter drifting in gravel 26 feet thick. Much subsequent open-

cut work, however, has evidently been done in the creek itself farther downstream. The

paystreak in these upper placers was said by Hess to be 50 feet wide, and the gold was
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reported to occur in the lower three feet of gravel and the upper 1 1/2 feet of f%actured
bedrock. A piece of gold worth $8.00 was the largest then reported, but placer silver
also occurred with the gold, and one silver nugget weighing 8 ounces was recorded.

"The present mining is being done along the northwest bench on Claim 2 below
Discovery. An open cut about 15 to 20 feet above the level of the creek is being opened
up. The placer consists of about 5 feet of well-worn gravel and boulders, overlain by
10 to 12 feet of muck. The fractured bedrock is mingled with considerable clayey material
some of which is yellowish brown from jron staining and is probably mineralized. The gold
is coarse, and some nuggets have been found worth as much as $100.00*. The average fine-
ness of the gold is said by the operator to be 0.915, and this without counting the silver,
makes the gold worth $18.91* an ounce. No concentrates are available from these operations,
but much barite was observed as good-sized cobbles in the gravel and placer silver is of
common Occurrence.

“This mining is done largely by a unique application of groundesluicing methods. A
ditch 1200 feet long brings a sluice head of water to the upper part of the cut, where it
1s ponded and allowed to splash periodically down over the face of the cut. No nozzle is
used, and no sluice boxes are employed. The operator merely visits the cut when the over-

burden has been groundsluiced away and picks up the nuggets."

*Figured at the old price of go]d.



