


Gold was f i r ~ t  diaaooored i n  the B m p a r t  Matriat  fa 1582 by the 
Schiaf f e l ln  bro%herrtr (orf &nd. di ecoverers o f  gold at Tombs tone, Arisonkr), 
who found s trem b a s  about 80 ridlea above Tmana that wctult? yi el4 & 
man $10 per day. meoe atrecam bms proaably were on Nnool$ Ore&, 
Hess Creek, and their tributaries. B e  13trhSeff e l in  brothem retmtstt  
to San Ikrancisool i n  the Fa11 of  1882, and aappwantly they did not foblow 
up their diecoverlare. Placer gold was fomd in tha Eess Creek baein 
in 1892 by Mike Bees. In 1893, Joha Mfnuok, s bssinn half-bredk, 
found gold in M i w o k  greek, Bacsrr Creek, and other nearby s*reame. 
A t  about the same time, mother prosyector, 0 .  C. Miller, did so@@ 
mining in a gulch near the head of Ress k.e8k. fa the Spring o f  X896, 
a pemment white s e t t l  maat wstr established st Rampart, tmi 0rp;ani%& + 
placer mining was be= in  the 3aqIart Metriot; moat of this minil%$ . 
was on Minook Creak and itrs tributaries. 

The diemvery of gold Itn the Betirb%aaks Distxiat in 1902 c$rtrs& 
one of the zaajor s t q e d e e  i n  the history of Alaskan mining, and, 
throughout the entire YU&Q~L..I- Begion, a p e r i d  of intensive 
prospecting ensued. Althnugh tiv~ngood Creek was directly In Dhs 
line of swnmex ridge travel batween Fdrb'mkzs and Brunpwt, gold was 
not found on Limngoad Creek until 1924, when the firat discovery 
was mde by day Livengood 93. B. Hndson. IItming 1914 rand 1926, 
htulcired:, of people flocked t o  Livengood; the  emlp a t q d e r s  st&cpd 
the ore& placerat, arsd %he la fa  comers had to satisfy thsrnsdlvear wl)ih 
atskjng grotuad removed two tand three tiers of aldme f r o m  the, araak. 
Aa mining progrert~ed, i t  beamer qpmen8 thnt the creak placers dfd 
not ~tmottnt to bat Mat there was n riah paystreak i n  the ban& 
dsposi t s  staked by the late oomers. Moat of the degaaito were mined 
by "drift miniwr, groaerss of dnking & d t s  t o  beclroak arnd ramovi8& 
the gala-bewing g~ave2, with picks, ShoviitI s , end uheelbwrova. 
ground waEt thawed by stem. The mind gravel was hoisted t o  the 
surfaae and put through oontteational rsruica boxas t o  rL3eovar the gold. 

During World Wm X , mining at Liveagaod detllined, but when the 
ww ended, the mining began t o  ramae it pre-war proportions. By 
1922, d r i f t  mining hsrd almost r m  i ts  oourse; smal l  outfits were werkhg 
pound lefB behiad 'by former operators, and mar@ attention warx Being 
given t o  shallower: Btapoeitrr thnt could be workad by open-cut methods. 
In the l a t e  1930's, Zivenpad Cfteek wale imc~stiguted to  determina the 
faasfbf l i t y  of a. dredging progrm. 

Mining on Livengood Creek had been plagued by s shartags o f  w&tW 
since the first dirscovery. In 1916, a ditch was buflb on the Sou@.& 
Fork of Hess Crmk to bring 'rb~%er onto the divide ~t the he& o f  Live* 
good Greek k, hydrsulia a chdsnnel throqg;b the diolde so that water m l d  
be bra-t f rom the douth Fork over t o  Livengood. Ths ( l iv id@ f e 
catnpoee4 rnasthy of uncontsolidated aaterialt a W i l l  hole on the arasb 
of the divide &owed 3 depth of 205 feet t o  bedrock. Slhis omly 
~ t t m p t  d i d  not gat fm beyoad the canatruetion of the ditch. 

Xn the la te  193Ogs, Livengood Plecersr, Xncl. (finanawl by the 
%ecozswtruation FYnmoe Coqoratlon) built m earthen d m  acrozso fSstl 
South Pork, drove a tunnel bhouq;h the d i a d e ,  nnd b u i l t  ajr d r d ~ a  an 



Eirengood Creak. Drew% was orsrried on during the last half of 
the 19a seaBan md throughoat the 1942 season. $11 late 1942, the 
pro jeoe was &ut dam b$ the var-tins executive order crlasdng go18 
minea, W3d&ng was carried an aq,aAn during 1961, 2982, and, 2953, 
but apparently changing econamio uondf t ions had made the yragrtun 
uqrofifabla,  Xsr 1954, the dredge raa @old t o  the tfnitsa States 
SnQtf ag Refining and Mining Co. a 1  waa maverl t o  €he %?gate~r Bivelr, 
Ths pi-optsrty owned or held by Livengood Plaoera, %no, leanerd t o  
Yukon Placers, Xnu., and t h i s  Zstt er oowany mine4 by hulldaser ,and 
dra$IinfB Prr 1965, 1956, and 2357. 

$ram t i ~ a e  t o  %film thronghotrf, the 37ela~a, good protqmets have be8a 
found in the drainage of the South York of Heass Ore*, 'but none of 
the&@ provests have l e d  00 the dt~~eloarneltt n f  my airtin& ayerationst 
larger than smiU-acnle, hand-mf ning operel;ione. 

Pig.xrea hr~va been published srhoaziw the gold prodnation And number 
o f  ram employed for  the Tolovanip Metrict ,  %a d d i  tion $0 f~iverngpaad 
Creek, tPl@ Sonth Pork of Ress CPaek, and their t r t b u t d a a ,  the %+0l5~ehncl 
MstriaO iaaludea Rome am11 trihtariea t o  T Q ~ Q + & ~ %  RZosr upstream 
Fro= LLowigood Greek. The great balk of the prodiation has come from 
Livengaad meek and i t a  triJ@ata%es, a c t  the produption from the ather 
creeks wbald haye li.btl~ effeat on t h e  figurers for the eatire distxrlc*. 
The 'tiobal ~rodncbion from the ?olov%nra I3ietriot ta the end of 19.30 me 
$$,233,&00, The t a W  productloa t o  the present time Z e  about $?,OOO,QOOI 



The dlatsl^outian a f  placer gold in Livengood Greek arad its 
tributia?ies  indicate^ D h t  the bedrock eource of moat o f  the gold 
was on the ridge btwean Livengood Creek and %lovarm River, X 4 i  
mpeare that, i n  the ewly geologic history of this  ares, %he, upper 
pmt; of Lher gresent Xlivengood Creek d r d ~ e  flowed into the South 
Fork aarose what is now the divide at the head of L f r ~ u g o o d  Creak, 
Xt is ambnble thSt st that tfma @Id vne traawported f r o m  ~e rtilga 
asatatheset o f  Liveag:oBd Creek into the Sou* Fork drdnage basin. 
Later, there was a bedrook divide northe-a t o f  Livengoad Dome, etnd the 
u--qes draimgs a f  the, 8011th Tork flowed out  through the vd.lsy of 
Livengoad Craek. X t traa a b  this time that ehfs rich bench plaaess were4 
formed on Livengood Craelt, an8 moest of the gold that prtvriotlsly had 
been trmspotted t o  the South h r k  wair carried back t o  the X l i~%n@~d 

* 

Creek vrs2lay. 2brantucatly t&e bedroak dioida northeast af Liveagood 
h m e  was eroded wip; the Sbuth Park recaptured, a part of its forme2 
drainage; mid %he preecen* &&nags pattern was established. 

Pdrly  pcaduotive 1packet;s of @Id-betwing @:axel have been f o W  
on the 9outb gorlc, however, ma% of these h m  prmcsd t o  be s part 
of a oontinuoua pqstradc, ml, in view of the drainage hiatcrsy of' 
tMo area, i t  is most unliksly that there is a cantinuoas paystre& 
on the South Pork, 

IISercause C)oldstrem Creek drdne  the norehertat end of %ha ridge 
that hue been the aaume of most a f  the Lf veagood gold, there i rr soare, 
possibd.lity that there are  patantially fmportaat placers in bennh 
deposits on u~~_aer Qoldstream Creek, The pretsems of  s m a l l  slg0~3iff8 
of' epld hn come a9 the other tributaries to the south York indiaatree 
that there has been sctattered mineralization nf the bedrock thr-srdt* 
the drdnnge baain, buC, thas P a r ,  none of thtsss aaourrenecss have 
proved to be indleati v.lra of conaxercially Impar t  mt plitaers , Sehaali ti@, 
ohmmite, crimabw, a d  n % o W  lare known to occur In the ToZowkna 
District, but tb aomercid.ly bqortant deposits of theme minerds 
have been fott~ld, 
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