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1Vlfning irr the dis€rict that 15eg beZrmen Ruby and Takotna 

has been aoylffiaeb to the pfamr oper&t;ions in the &by-Long-poa- 

District and the Immko Dis4zi.c-b. There has been no Weres t  sham, 

due t o  the lack of traslspczrtation faaisities, i n  praspeuting for 

lode d e p  st t ec. There me metay umxplsred placer , creeks in the area 
fl f l J  -/',k* t / - + ,  8 .J . - "-La 

bet-bweerr Poorman and whir-  th i s  area being inaccessible t o  river A 
transpo.1ycation. The Alaska Road Comdspion t I. have kept up a Praifn,s/~l-, .,.,. <. 

, ' . +  * * I $ $ #  if,* b # * $ t $ # f  k J .  f ' '-,LA .; ,. r; ~ f ,  "(J . 
bt .een Poorman and Ophip The govexmnent road has been extended. frm' 

Ibiby -&o Greenstone, a distance OF 35 miles. This year the road has 

been completed between Ophir and Takatna; Tako.f;rua is accessible to %he 

Raskokrnrim Rlver by the Takutrm River. The eventual completion o f  the 

rod  fn>m Greenstone to  Ophfr should stimulate Isrterest in prospc-Fi- 

ing @long the route. The time is perbps far distant, but; it is of 

interest t o  sWdy some of the aspeats of the dlatriot for  future 

m i n i n g  actiwi-ky. 

§ m e  Ealang Lo=-Ophir trail. 



This area lies rsoa%h ctf Ruby, on the Yukon River, to Taka%=, 

on the Takotna River, along the government road and the trail, comec6 

ing  the government roads, between Greenstone and Ophfr, 

Bulletin 754, U. S, Geological Surrey, TPhe &by Kuskoksrrlm 

tibe general geology o f  the distrZc%. B geologic map accompanTes the 

report. 

Interest in  placer rniaing in the vloinity of Ruby is wraning, 

'Phere are future dredging passib-Lli.6iee on Long Creek and. its tribu- 

taries. According t o  loual opinion, interest in &edging is presented 

by some of the owners onLong Creek holding out for a Large cash 

advance f o r  options on their cla.dma, 

It is reparted that the drsdge on Candle Creek has aeased 
h 

$, !/'/,,d 0 
operations, The Guinan and Ames dredge 09 Gams Creek m y  close down 

at the end o f  this season, It i s  naCrtral.to ssstrnre tha-t these operators 

w i l l  inuestigata other dredging possibili.t;ies in this distx5cr-i;. 

There aim many wrpsospecteb ereeks that will be macie acczessible 

with the csompLeticm of the propseb road, Prospee-king for lode mine8 

w i l l  be stimulated as the df str icts betsome avadhblt? t o  transportation, 

The meas abjaicent t o  the granitic intrusions should receive the 

primary attention o f  the prospeetor. 

Cripple X&ain offem possibilL%ies f o r  prospec%i.ug, Veins 

of stitmite with some chna'Dar, and areenopyrite were observe&. Large 



pieces of magnetite are fomd in the placer eper&tions arouxrd 

Cripple Mountain, P'eriao-&Lte dikes, ~onsisting n&nly of olivene 

ma biotite occur at We Ma& of L i t t l e  Eldorado Creek. Bilr. William i 
Seaekll~ltkos has disczovered ES *inch vein of queuY&s containing srseno- t I 

I 

pyrite on his placer ground, As there i s  no development work €ha 

&ent or relationships &re not, horn. A sample of khls  occurrence I 

aaas taken, The assag shorn&: Gold. ,,O.72 oz, per t~n. SiIuer,.  . 
0.10 0%. per ton. 

The area i s  thinly pupulated at the present time. There 

is no active prospec-king act;ivity. The occurrace of basic dikes 

in a region of acid intrusive8 may be good euidence o f  are depcrsLtion, 



Twelve miles fron Ruby, on the east side of the Ruby-Long 

road, i s  a m d  that stands out prominently i n  the topography. The 

mound i s  known locally, because of i t s  nature, as  a mall crater.  

The surraunding country i s  covered with vegetation and gravel so that 

the structural relationships cannot be observed. 

l .?md on Ruby-Long Road. 

There are  no outcrops o f  igneous rocks discernible. It  

i s  bel ievedthat  the mound represents m old spring deposit. The 

mound i s  ap~roximately twenty five feet  high and one hundred feet  long. 

The top is in the form of an oval depression. From a fox hole the 

character of the inter ior  o f  the mound resembled s i l t .  The occurrence 

of s i m i l a r  m d s  has been mentioned i n  Bulletin 754, U. S. G. S., 

pages 9 a.nd 40. 



Quartz outcrop near Ruby. 

A quartz outcrop, twelve fee t  i n  width, occurs f ive  miles 

above Ruby on the south bank of the Yukon River. The remains of an 

old prospect d r i f t  can be seen, A s  the d r i f t  i s  caved only an 

observation of the outcrop ,is possible. The s t r ike  is  north south 
aJU A+?. 

and the walls --C A gently sloping hi11 r i s e s  f r o m  the 
a 

river.  The h i l l  i s  ent i re ly  covered with deep moss which i s  frozen 

within a foot of the surface. Very l i t t l e  mineralization i s  seen in 

the quartz, some specks o f  pyri te  were noted. The quartz i s  decomposed 

in  the outcrop, showing a yellowish s tain.  Three samples were taken at 

the outcrop; namely, two s ix  foot samples across the vein, and a picked 

sample showing the most pyrite.  The samples were assayed by TvW, Paul 

Ropkins, Bureau of l ines ,  Fairbanks. Each sample gave a.n assay return 

of t race t race for  gold and s i lver ,  The his tory of the prospect was 
b' J 

not available. ( /'$( ~ t - 4  - /  +4 & ~ L # t b t t ~ 8 ~ > ~ ~ f  / ~4 q , 6s- #, s 2 f i t  t- L ,% ~ 



1,ENDOZITE: 

B I r .  Harry Boland of Z~bji. s ~ c u r e d  a sample of a mineral 

near the head o f  the Novikaket River ( the  Novikake-t and the Nonritna 

are  the same stream) vhicb has been identified a s  mnendozite br Irk. 

Hopkins, I t  i s  r e ~ o r t e d  t o  occur a s  a capping f o r  a coal vein. 

A brief description of the nineral is found i n  '1Ton-;,ie.t;allic 

3.,Iinerals, Occurrence, Preparation, aizd U t i l i a a t i  on, t 9  bg Raymond B . 
Ladoo. "ItIendozite i s  a Wdrous sv.lphate of sodiwn and alwainum, o r  

a natnrsl  soda alum, having the formula la2S04 .A12 ( S04) .24IX20 :-Na2S04, 

15.5 per cent; A12(S04)3, 37.3 p e r  cent; E20, 47.2 per cent. Iiliendoeite 

i s  an uncommon mineral, resembling ordinary alwn, aad i s  found at 

IIendo za ,  Argent i-a, the b-pe loca l i ty  .'* 
Bmsh and Penfield l i s t  the plqsical properties of mendozite 

a s  follows: Color, vhite; Luster, silky-vitreous; Fracbse,  fibraus; 

Hardaess, 3; Specific Gravity, 1.88, Dana s t a t e s  t'mt the crystall iza- 

t i on  is  Isomnetric, and .that the mineral i s  soluble i n  vrater, 

As the mineral is  rare  in  occurrence a smple was forvmrded 

t o  the Juneau office of the United States  Geological Survey. The quantity 

of the mineral available i s  not determined-. iJo commercial value i s  

h x o m  for the mineral. It i s  suggested tha t ,  viere a large deposit 

available, mei~dozite might be used i n  the manttfacture of sulphuric 

acid. 



COAL 

Coal i s  reported t o  oecur under the mendozite oil the Xovi- 

lcaket River. Wo specimens or f i r fher  data tirere available. 

TI. J o h  Dunn, o f  Ruby, reports an occurrence o f  coal on the 

Ideloei River  twelve nriPes d is tan t ,  overland, frorn i'lv-by. It i s  necessary 

to  make the t r i p  by water du.e t o  the swampy nature of the covntry. The 

stsift water of the upper lielozi i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  travel i n  a poling boat, 

OIL 

1 . h ~  Alaslra nerrspapers pv-blished a report, t h i s  spring, o f  

the discovery of o i l  on the Yukon i n  the vicini ty  of  the Wovikaket River 

by Harry Boland arad Charlie VJolf. The report  vras based on rwnor. I,,Ir. 

Bolaad, a prospector o f  the highest type, discsfrered a black consoli- 

dctted smd on the Novihket Xiver. Vith a mineralogical outfit lie made 

a few simple t e s t s  t o  t r y  and ascertain the nature o f  the sand. Sul- 

phuric acid dissolved the black m t e r i a l  leaving a sil iceous residue. 

The addition of ammonia gave a white precipitate.  The o i l  rvxnor 

s tar ted as a resul t  o f  some one present saying the precipi ta te  

resembled paraffin. The black n b r a l  in the sand tvas probably due t o  

mangaflese. I ,k .  Bolaad o r  1.k. CoZf h e w  nothing of the publicFty tlmt 

cane from the i r  experimenti . 



Operator 

PLACER OHE)IRA!PIO3S XUBY DISTRICT 1926 

T n e  of No. o f  
Address Creek operation men 

P 

' L. E. Stur tevant  Long, A l a s k a  Bear Pup G. S. & S. I, 2 

Long, Alaska Bear Pug G. S. & S. I. 1 

& Diarovery 
Johnson Long, Alaska Bear B p  G. S. & S. I, 2 

A 

Long, Alaska.  T r a i l  Sniping 1 

Long, Alaska Tra ib  G. S .  & 3. 1, 1 

? J im Gibson st Sherman Douglas Long, Alaska Greenstone G . S . & S .  I. 2 L"a' 4. 
s Augzrsta and Ihttson +- 1 kq 

Low, Alaska 'hxnean D r i f t i n g  3 

!' Hansen & Raswsen Long, A l a s k a  3bKetchum D r i f t i n g  2 
3.k 

i l l t i e E r n s ,  &,Kennet Long, Alaska NcKetchm B r f  ft ing 2 

J ' ~ i l b a c h  Bros . R=uw, Alaska Big Prospect ing 2 
5b 

e ' ~ i m  ScanPon & Ias. Icelley Long, A l a s l t a  Long D r i f t i n g  2-4-5 winter 
3 ,b' .~ 

Shan Talker & Hank Rayaer ") Long, A l a s k a  Law Dri l l ing '  (pros- 2 
petting 1 

,'~ermzbn Pii l l ike $ B i l l i e  T ick  Poomnan, Alaska F l a t  D r i f - k i n g  2 

$ )j E d  TJoIortan and B a i l e y  Poorman, Alaska F la t  3 r i f t i n g  2 
I 

P o o m ,  Alaska F l a t  D r i f t i n g  3 

f; J. Robinson 
&b 

B i l l i e  Yuitch 

Jensen & Wicklund 
'3 

Ruby, Alaska Ruby G. S. & S. 1, 1 

Poarman, Alaske. F l a t  Y r i f t l n g  3 

Poomm, Alaska F l a t  D r i f % l n g  2 

1 ,+>& ~ e n n i s  c o ~ r l e  Poorman, Alaska Poorman D r i f t i n g  5 
? 

Poarman, F ~ l a s k a  Solomon ( D r i f t i n g  svinrter 1 
(Prospecting 
( m l .  



Operator 

Tony C a m o n  

C o l l i n s  

Jack Wolf 

1 Joe S t .  Gerrnain 

PLACER OERATIOITS RUBY DISTRICT 1926 (Con%. 1 

Type of No, of 
Address Creek ope rafii on men - 
Poorinan, Alaska SoP~mon Pros>ec-Ling 1 

Poorman, Alaska 1.Xdnight P r o s p e c t i n g  1 

Poorma~a, Alaska  Timber G. S. 2 

Poorman, Alaska S p m e  Sniping 2 

Poorman, A l a s k a  Granite (70 Prosgecting 1 
miles from 
Poorman upper 
Lit t le  Sulatna) 

Poorman, Alaska Granite P rospec t i ng  I 



NOTSS OIJ PLACER Ol?3XATIOM, RUTBY DISTBICT, 1926. 

Placer operation in the mX.by Dis t r ic t  has been retarded 
by the dry season a d  consequent shortage of water. The operations 
have not been continuous a d  placer in te res t  seems t o  be There 
i s  a hope locally,  however, tha t  a t tent ion my  be brought t o  the 
dredging poss ib i l i t i e s  i n  the vicini ty  o f  Long Creek. It is reported 
chat some of the ovmers would require a large advance payment fo r  the 
privilege o f  prospecting the i r  ground with t h i s  end i n  view. In the 
opinion of the other o ~ m r s  t h i s  seems t o  be the only draVfback t o  the 
active in t e res t  i n  the project. T'nere have been no new discoveries 
recorded. 

Two samples were taken of the qmrtz  s t r ingers  i n  the schist  
bedrock a t  Long, Throughout the Ruby Dis t r ic t  t'nere a re  many of these 
s t r ingers  md the samples taken merely as an indication of the 
gold content. The firsti  vras taken from the !7indy Bench C l s i m  omed 
by Shan :,Talker, and the second from the claira held b;~r A1 Bake  on 
Bear hp. Both samples gave an assay return o f  trace trace fo r  gold 
and s i lver .  These quartz s t r ingers  range from a fevr inches t o  several 
feet  i n  vidth. 

Some years &go, on the bank of the Yukon aboxt a mile above 
' i f  Ruby, gold ~ m s  discovered. About eighty dol lars  w a s  panned from the i ,  beach. Directly above t h i s  point a re  a nudoes of quartz s t r ingers  

i n  the schist .  They shotved a mineralization of p j r i t e  aad rriicaceous 
,,% i hematite. I t  v.as not possible t o  ra ise  a color i n  the pan around the 

ix+ outcrops. It 'has been suggested that the gold on the beach 1;.l;ty have 
come from a l o s t  poke o f  ea r l i e r  days. 

The placer operation on &by Creek, i n  Mby tovrri, i s  of 
minor importance. n ~ e  only ac t iv i ty  st Long is  centered on Sear Pap. 
The Sturtevants b v e  done a good deal of development work preparatory 
t o  g r o m d s l i ~ i ~ i n g  the i r  property wheil these i s  suff ic ient  water . Seacon 
and Johnson, and A 1  Bnrku are carrying 011 sna l l  shoveling irr. operations. 
Shan I;'allrer and Hgnk Eayder a re  dril l if ig at odd tiu:es on Long Creek, 
The d r i f t i ng  operations l i s t e d  were progressing v r e l l  . The rer-mini-04 
operations i n  the vicini ty  of Poorsin and Long were i d l e  a t  the tirile 

of v i s i t  due t o  the shortage of water. 

The road from Ruby t o m  has Seen extended t o  Greenstone and 
excellent progress i s  being made toward Poomnan. The Alaska Road Com- 
mission have maintained. a crew througIoou-ti the swm~er on tP.e road. It 
i s  thought that the ultinmte result; o f  the constn7-ctioa o f  t h i s  road 
w i l l  be an a id  t o  placer development betvieen Raby and Ophir. 



Placer Minina Ruby District 

~ e ~ s t o n e  drill, 
Windy Bench claim, 
Long, Alaska. 

a 
- - -  - J 

Sturtevantts placer camp, 
Bear Pup Creek, Long, Alaska. 


