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I:E?!IRG AND R3OST)ECTING IN 
1 _ -  

The  Goodpastor Region vras not  
. . i -  ,..::. ,,,,::..~,;,~ ,,,':';3c:->'5k . I . . _  

oHained from C.W.Tibbetts, Carl Tveiten and ? / i l l iam Eisenmenger. 

During t h e  pas t  summer t h s r s  were only a few qtrartz prospectors i n  t he  area  

where t h e  American Srrwl$ing Co. had optioned a l a rge  number of claims. The options 

were turned back t o  Iiir. Tiblmtts, and a t  present  t h e  Blua L3ad i s  being worked 

by four  men :In par tnership  with him. i l i th t he  exception of S O E I ~  prospecting done 

by Wm. Eisem~enger on t h e  Gray Lead C l a i m ,  %?his i s  about t h e  only quartz work 

being dono a t  present. John Rajdukovich prospected on Cantral Creek last; summer, 

using a l i gh t  d r i l l  and a bulldozer, m d  it i s  reported t h a t  su f f i c i en t  prospects 

were found t o  s t a r t  hydraulic mining next s m e r .  Tibbs Creek was crosscut  i n  two 

places near the  landing f i e l d  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1986, with a 4 inch Kirk H i l l m a n .  d r i l l ,  

but no good ~?rospac t s  were found. Placer prospects were reported several  years ago ' 

on ?,fichigan Creek, a la rgo lef t ,  l i m i t  t r i b u t a ~ j  t b  t he  South Fork, about two miles 

above Big Swede Creek, 

In a d d i t i o n  to t h e  quartz veins a+ t h e  haads of Johnson, Boulder and King 

Creeks, cluarkz prospects h v e  b a n  found t o  t ha ' sou th  and south~vea-t;, a t  t h e  heads 

of t he  South Fork, Volknlar and Ilealy 'i' ~ v e r s .  

The country rock i n  t h e  Goodpaster region i s  sch i s t  i n t o  which a r e  intruded 

l a rge  areas  of g r a n i t i c  rocks. hhch of the country rock around t h e  g r an i t e  has 

been changed t o  gneiss  with l a rge  fe ldspar  "augen", I n  general t he  veins i n  the 

gran i te  a re  ~n inera l i zed  while t hose  i n  t he  gneiss are  glassy and barren. The rmirner- 

a l i z ed  cpartz i s  mostly f i ne  grained, \%en gold i s  present it usua l ly  i s  f i n e l y  cliv- 

ided and can be seen only a f t e r  crushing and panning, The Blue Lead and t h e  Grizzlly 

Bear veins are e:xceptions i n  t h a t  t h e  gold is coareer and e a s i l y  v i s i b l e  in r i c h  

specimns. Considorable Jmesoni te  and some p y r i t e  occurs in the veins. Float  

c o n t a i n h g  molybdenite has been found near the head of the S o ~ ~ t h  Fork. The gold 

md t h e  )amesoni.ta may represent  two d i s t i n c t  periods of mineralizat ion,  as many 

of t h e  veins car ry ing  largo amonts of Jmesoni te  a r e  very lorn i n  gold, and v ice  - ----- -l__n-l__ 

* see, I rv ing  ~eed's repor t  on t h e  Goodpnster lode mining 
- . .  - - ----I- - . .. . L . .--.. .... c.- ---.- -----.----.--.- -- , . ,  . . ,  .. . . . ..: : . . . . .  , , . , . . , . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . - .  . . .  . . . .  . . . .  - . .  
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v e r s a .  iio microscopic work has bee+one, hoirover, t o  dskw&~ t h i s .  

The Blue Lead ruld t h e  Gr izz ly  Bear ve ins  have been mined by t h e  f o u r  

p a r t n e r s  of C.iV.Tibbettrj. The v a l u e s  are s p o t t e d  but  both v e i n s  run about $20 par  

t o n  as mil led.  The Blue Lead i s  abou t  2% f e e t  ~ i d e  and d i p s  f rom 0 t o  20 deg rees  

t o  t h s  sc>uth. The s t e e p o r  part i s  now being mined, The Gr i zz ly  Bear i s  1% t o  2 

f 4 e t  wid0 and d i p s  s t e e p l y  to t h e  south.  bloat o f  t h e  gold, which i s  coaraer  t h a n  

i n  t h e  o tho r  v e i n s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  occurs  near t h e  hanging wal l .  

The, $ray Lead c l a im owned by t7m. Eisemenger ,  conta ins  a v e i n  which Is t h e  

most promising of any found t o  d a t e .  It i s  about  two f e e t  w2ds,,dips s t e e p l y  t o  

the west,  am1 has  sho rn  sans very h i g h  assays .  Ths gold i s  r a t h e r  f i n e ,  m d  u s u a l . 1 ~  

i.8 v i s i b l e  only  on crushing  and panning t h e  ore ,  About 300 f e e t  of t h e  v e i n  has  

been t r a c e d  by moans o f  pits dug a l o n g  t h e  t o p  of a saddle. 

T h e  genera l  f e e l i n g  of extreme optomtsm of a few years  ago regard ing  t h e  

Goodpaster r eg ion  has  changed t o  one of deep pessimism. Ne i the r  a t t i t u d e  i s  

ju s t f , f i ed .  There a r e  a number of  good q-uartz p r o s p c t s  and some OF them t r i l l  

be de.veloped i n  t ime ,  but probably not i n t o  arything big. The ca9p suf fered  

from high  p re s su re  promotion, d i n s u f f i c i e n t  s u r f a c e  p rospec t ing  was done 

both be fo re  and a f t e r  t h e  A q e r i c a n  Smelt ing Co, optioned the  claims. For m.r ious  

reasons  t h e  American Smelting Co, got ve ry  l i t t l e  prospect ing done f o r  the money 

spent ,  

The fo l lowing  data concerning mining and ecp i p m n t  was obta ined  from 

C ,  W,Tibbe.tts of E'air1xnks;- About 350 t o n s  o f  o r e  viere mined from the G r i z z l y  

Bear Vein du r ing  the ~ r i n t e r  of 1937, f ~ o m  which $7000 was recovered  on mi l l i ng .  

Tho o r e  i s  f r e e  m i l l i n g ,  c o n c e n t r a t e s  f r o m t h e  t a i l i n g s  con ta in ing  $20 per ton .  

In  tho sunmer of  1938 opera t ions  svrithhod t o  t h e  Blue h a d  vein where akout  

300 f e e t  of t unne l  had been run  t h e  previous  summer, and about  125  t o n s  of o r e  

mined u p  t p  G-f, 1938, which yielded $2500 on mi l l i ng .  

Tai1ir.g concen t r a t e s  assayed $120.60 p r  ton.  Liining trill. be continued on t h a  

Blus I ~ a d  t h i s  w i n t e r  and t h e  o r e  w i l l  be m i l l e d  next s u m r .  f i e i g h - t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  



d 

x o s t l y  of d i a s e l  o i 1 , a i l l  be brought i n  t h i s  ~ ~ r i s t a i -  bir ccclt ar?d s l s d s .  

3qujLp:nor.t c o n s i s t s  o f  t~:o EJ t o n  Straub ~ l l s ,  fou r  p l a t o s ,  one 6 '  by 18' 

concan t r a t ing  t a b l e ,  one t - i : ~  s t a g e  coapressor ,  "c;lo jackharmers w i t h  b i t s  and 

sharp#aniag aqripaent, one forge ,  one Fd 40 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a c t o r  w i t h  bu l ldozer ,  
I 

one waimagan, t;70 ca3ir.s and savs:.ril t e a t s .  

Thare i s  a lmdi:?g f ia ld .  02 T%bbs Croelc about  f o u r  mi les  from t h o  Blue Lead 

r ine and c? f i e l d  s u i t a b l e  f o r  w i n t e r  landing  on S u m i t  Creek, about t y r o  miles away. 

F re igh t  can bo brought  from both f i e l d s  by t r a c t o r  and sleds.  
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hlIlXNG AND1 PRCSE3CTING IN THE GOODPASTER REGION * 
By 

El[. R. J-ating 
1938 

The Gaodpaster Region was not v i s i t e d  in 1938, but aome inform- 
ticrn wus obtained fraa C. 31. T i b b e t t ~ ,  C a r l  ' h e i t e n  and W i l l i a m .  Eisen- 
menger. 

During %he g w t  summer there  were only a few quartz prospeators 
in the area where the h r i c a n  Smelting Co, had optioned a large number 
of c l e w ,  The options were turned baak to Mr. Tibbetta, and at present 
tha Blue Lead ie being worked by fom men in  partnership with him. with 
thn exception of eame prospecting done by Win, Xisemnger on the G ~ a y  
b a d  C l a h ,  t h i s  i s  about the only quartz work being done a t  present, 
John Hajdukovieh prospeated on Central  Cmek last sumniar, wing a Light; 
drl.11 and 8 bulldozer, and it  i s  reported tha t  suffi.oient proapeots were 
found t o  start hy&aulie mining next mmer. Tibbs Creek was orossuut 
ln two plaaea near tho landing f i e l d  in the fall of 1936, with a k i n o h  
Kirk-Eillman d r i l l . ,  but no good proapeots were found. Placer prospects 
were rapopted several years wo on Bdichigan Creek, a la~*ge left; l i m i t  
trf.butzmy t o  the South Fork, about two miles above B i g  Swede Creek, 

In addition t o  ,the quartz veins a t  the heads of Johnson, Boul.der 
and King Creeks, qpartz prospeat5 have been found t o  the  south and south- 
west, at t he  heaa  of the  South Fork, Volhar and Eealy Riversr 

The oountry rock in the Goodpaster region is achiat i n to  whieh 
are inl;ruded large areas of grani t iu  rooks, moh of the country rock 
around the granite hat3 bean changed t o  gneisa with Large feldspar maugon*. 
In general the v e h s  in the ~ a n i t e  ax0 miner&l.iaed while those in- the  
gneise are &.may and barren. The mineralized q&z f a  mostly f i n e  
graiaeil. When gold is present it u m y  is finely divided and can be 
seen oxfig after mbushllng and panning, The Blue b a d  and t he  Gr imly  
Bear veins are  exoeptiana in that the gold i a  aoarser and easi ly vis ib le  
in r i e h  ~peoimene. Considerable jamsonite and aoms p p i t e  qcuura in the 
bb. Flaat aonta inhg mlybdeni te  has been found near the head of the 
South Irork. The gold and the jatlheaonite may represent two d i s t i n c t  periods 
of minrrraliaation, as many of the v e i m  carrying large m u t e  of jamgonite 
are very l o w  fa gold, and vice versa. No mioroeaop~c work has been done, 
howaver, %o subrrtmtiate this .  

%ee b r i n g  Reed's reparb on the Goodgaster lode mining. 



The Blue Lead and the Grizzly Beer vei.ns have been mined by the 
four  par tners  of C, #. Tibbetts.  The values are spotted but both veins 
run about $20 per t o n  as milled, The Blue Lead is about 2-& feet wide and 
digs f r o m  0 t o  20 degrees t o  the eouth. The eteeper part is now being 
mined* The Grizzly Bear i a  1& t o  2 feet wide and d i p s  eteeply t o  -tihe rsoutib. 
Most of the  gold, whioh is uoarser tban In the other veins i n  the d i ~ l t r i c t ,  
ocams nesr the hanging wall.. 

The Gray Lead c l a b  owned by Vim, Eiseruas e r ,  contains a vein =f whioh is the most promieing of any found t o  date. t i s  about two f e e t  
wide, dips  steeply to  the west, and has shown some very high assays. 'Be 
gold is rather f ine,  and usually is v i s ib l e  only on oruahing and panning 
the oreo Ahout 300 f ee t  of the vein has been traced by mema of p i t a  
dug along the  top of a saddle. 

The general feeling of extreme optimimn of a feu yeam ago mgacdm 
ing the Goodpmter region h w  changed t o  one of deep pesbM8n.  Neither 
attitude is juatif'ied, There are  a number of good q-z, prospects and 
e m  of them w i l l  be developod in t i m e ,  but probably not i n to  anything 
big, The uam~ suffered from high pressure pramtion,  and Insufficient 
~ m f a o e  prosgecting was done both before and a f t e r  the b r i o a n  -1%- 
Cob optioned the u l a ~ .  For various reasons the Amerioan Sraelting Cob 
got very 3. i t t le  prospecting done for the money upento 

The following data oonoernhg min* a d  equipment m e  o b t d m d  
ffm C, W, Tibbetts of FairbtuW: About 350 tom og -ore  m a 8  nined $- 

,+ ,I the Grizzly Bear Vein during the winter of 1937-'&om r h 1 0 ~ 0 0  2 --_, 

~-5eoovered on fiw The om is  free m i l l h g ,  ooncentrates from the tai l-  - _.- . -_---------& 

ings containfhgl-$ d per ton, In the sataaher of 1938 operations were switched 
t o  the Blue h a d  vein where about 300 feet  of tunnel had been I . .  the pre- 
v i ~ u g - s - g ~ ~ , . a n ~ a b o u t  125 tons #.-ore.-has --=-_ been mined up t o  Oat., 1938, 

---A&- ---- I_X^ 

Ye .*-vihieh-~e1ded $25 00 %6 ' ~ l l i ~ . ~ ~ a i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d f i ~ ;  60 per . . 
an,> ;)blinj.ng aPf3.X 'b%i~'aon.t;iriua'd on the  BZne Isad t h i s  winter and*th%-ore 
w i l l .  be m i l l e d  nevt 8-r. freight, oonsisting mostly of diem1 oil, will 
be brought in t h i s  winter by sat and sleds, 

Equipment uonsis ts  of two 20..ton Gtraub m i l l s ,  f o u r  p la tes ,  one 
6 *  by 18' eoncentrating table, one two-stags oomgEeeaoP, two jaokhanrmers 
with b i t s  and sharp- equipment, one forge, one TD40 hternational 
traotor with'bulldoaer, one orannagan, two oubi.1~9 and several tents. 

There is a landing f i e l d  on Tibbs  Creek about four mils8 from 
the Blue Lead mine and a f ie ld  sui table  for winter landing on Summit 
Creek, about .two milea away, Freight can be brought f r o m  both f ie lds  by 
t r ac to r  and sleu. 
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Yke GooQaster Esgion wt?s r;oC, ~ i a i ? ; e d  h 1538, But so= infar;?&- 
Oiorr was obtainad from C . 'libLet%a, Cw3 Tweiten mcl KiLliam Zisen- 
l!Sll@T r 

h i n g  t k a  p u t  Psurrster there  were a& a few qzwtz p m s p ~ t o r a  
h the mea ;vhare the ksmrican Smiting Co. hzd optiunei: c laxn@ r;mber 
of c h h .  1%6 opt ions  were turned bauk to '&. 'Tibbctta, anJ, st present 
the Elus Lead j.s h i %  workad by fotx sen ir? partawshi? with him. Bit11 
the exsagtion of sane prospat i=  do= b; Es'x. Sise-n@r C T ~  the  Gray 
Lard Claim, this i ! 3  about the ozLy quetrbz wcrk b a i n g  dono at prossnt;. 
John EajcWcnvich groapoated on Caa t rd  Creek Isat  su;scnzr, uahg rr Ugh* 
&ill md 2 bai.ldomr, and it; is ragoxtad that oufffcianS prospedta WrQ 
found t o  start hydrauli~ ai- S l x B S r r  Tfbbs  Creek was eross6ut 
Lrr Lorr, plaeee near $he ltuidfng fiald Ln the fall. of 1936, with a 4-inoh 
U k - X i l 3 s l s n  &ill, but no good prospcta wero f a n d ,  Placsr prcswlzts 
wora rejmrted mwral years ago on ; i i i o U ~ m  Creak, a lar&e l e f t  lid* 
t r i b u t q  t o  tha South Bork, about two &lea above 3 i g  m d a  Creek. 

Ia a i l d i t i ~  t o  the quartz #ins at the hrsalfs of Johmmn, &U.lde?! 
rind Xing C~wkrr, quarts p a s p e t 8  have Basn f o a d  to the r~ou$h end south- 
mat, at the h a &  of the South Fork, YdLbac and E a d y  Hfmra. 

The aoanfir~f roak in the Cocrdpt icax  region is se'nfst h t o  
m e  ht:r+udad large m0ti~ of grmi t la  ruakbi. &tb of tha acuntrq~ rodrk 
around the $ran%.De ha3 heen ukmgpd t o  @s&o with large fa ld~gar  *&ugfmA. 
In rpmrd the veins i n  ths  granite are, s c l n e r ~ ~ d  o ~ b f l o  t h o ~ e  Zn %he 
gneiss am glaaeg and barren, The miserallzed guaFta is mrra6tl.y fine 
grained. %hen gold is pre8en.i; it u m y  l a  f ine ly  i i iv id ld  a d  cm 'bs 
seen anJy a#er crpnahbg and pinning, LZe Blw h a d  and tha Grimly 
%BUT mias w e  exa~)gtioas 13f %bat the gold is oonraer ant! oncilg' v i ~ i b 2 o  
19 ri& s p e a ~ n e .  CaxrsiderrthLs jasseanfta anrl mme wit@ crccws Zsll %be 
b e .  Zrlmt santal.x%h@ m b d s a f f t  laas b a a  found near the Wad of the 
South Fork. The gold and t;h@ jmwsanfte nay mweeent t%o dfstinst  per^^ 

, of minerdlization, a8 lnang ar the volm oarrying 8mwnta of jamss&ts 
a m  vary l a w  in golltl, r ice verm. 1Po miometucrpiu oPojrk haa been 
hOW@tl~, $0 mbstantiate t h i s *  



The Blue Lead aud the Grizzly Bear wlns have bean mined by the 
four partners of C. '#, Tiltb9"r~rt. The values are $potted bu% both veins 
m about $20 per Boa 88 milled. The Elue h a d  is about @ feat wide and 
digs Frrom O t o  20 degree8 t o  'the south, &The steeper pzxrh ia noor being 
mtarsd. T'hu Grizzly Bear is 1.i t o  2 feet -wide and dips staegly to Lhu aoutb, 
libst of ths gold, uhioh %a aoarser than in the other reins in the distrio%, 
oacurs near the  %aging wd.1. 

The ;ray Lead claim omud by Ptm. Zisaruaanger, contains a -vain 
whiah is tbu most promirrlw o:P any found t o  date, It is about 1;- feet 
wide, d.i?s staeply to t he  areast, and has uhm~ s0im mry hi& a~3saya. Tha 
goLd is rat:har fine, and usua3;lp is v i s ib i e  only on orushing imd g a m i n g  
tb ors. Libout 300 feet of the vein has been traced by means of p i t s  
dw a l ~ n @ l  the top of a saddler 

' a s  general feeling of 0xt;rerae apt in lm o f  a f e w  years e g ~  rema- 
i n ~  t h a  Goodpaater region has chmqed $0 ons of deep p e s ~ m .  lJa.Lther 
a%tltude 6s justified. 'fixere are a number of good qwrtz  proepots and 
m~r sf %hm w i k  be devefoged in time, but probably not In to  myth* 
b ig ,  'ha samp suffered high pressure .y*tmotion, and inmffielcant 
anrrfaos greapoting was dcma both before arid after the Amrioem L3mihin.g 
Co. optionerd tlza claims. For various reasanu the  Anerican Smli;fng Co. 
go% very little prospeut Fng done tor tha mamy spent, 

The Sollowing &%a Etonuerniw minillg and equiprttent m a  ob%ained 
*om C, W. Tibbette of Fairbanks: About 550 tonrr of ore was dried frm 
the, Crf n a y  Blar Vein  d u r i . ~  the w h t s r  of 1'337, fim which $7000 was 
reooaemd on ZZLlliI@r The o m  fa 3 e  n d . l L l ~ q ,  ao~c&rntratea f rom the tail- 
h#38 ~mtainiw $20 per ton. h the sunrmss of 1939 operatione wem arritehed 
t o  the B1.u~ b a d  w i n  where about 500 feet of tu~mtaaf. had &en mn the gre- 
lrfeua s m c w ,  md  about U 5  toas of ore klae h e n  mined ag t o  00%. , 1938, 
w-bioh yielibd $2500 an Ipilling, Tautag amoantra;tes assayed $L2O,B0 per 
Bone U n g  w i l l  be cerrfinueb on the Brie b a d  this winter rand the m e  
will be: mLl.lsQ n& s u m .  Frafght, abnaisting rwstly of d i s s e L  ail, wiU 
ba brought la this wintar by uat and sleda. 

Pquigmsnt uonsf&s of two 20-ton S-ub dl ls ,  fow. platas, ome- 
6' by 18' ~onW3Ilt-t- t& l f3 ,  OR8 t W O - & i e  oOPi~?I'@B8611, %W3 jft~khalBB32~ 
w i t 2  b i t  ar 6md sharpning arqufpnt, one forgo, one T W  Xnkexntkt i d  
.t;radGm with bulldozer, ours vam~gan, two cabins and s ~ e ~  tentitit. 

Z'bers is a MdFng :Piel& on Tibba G%& abont; f o u r  rafPea f~%m 
the Blue I;erPld  dins and 8 fteZd ~ruftlable for ~Pinttw landing on Suntmit; 
Oreek, about two milea away. @eight crtu bs brought; frogl bath fieIda bg 
tt.aati0.r aad s10&. 


