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ALASKA CONSOLIDATED G O L D  CORPORATIOI I  

Frank dnowl es , Trustee. 

Lee Stee'le of S e a t t l e ,  Wash. and Dome Creek in the Forty Mile D i s t r i c t ,  has 
f o r  a  number of years been more o r  l e s s  mining on Dome Creek and has been 
purchasing and optioning placer ground in the Forty Mile D i s t r i c t .  Considerable 
publ ic i ty  has been given the extensive plans and holdings of Steele  f o r  dredging. 

His backing in t h i s  had changed from time t o  time and source, and backer l a s t  
year a n d  in par t  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  year  being C .  D. Lewis 05 Sea t t l e  Wash. A t  t h i s  time 
Steele  cjrganized the ALASKA CONSOLIDATLU GOLD C O R P d .  which embraced his many 
noldings. Tile hyciraulic operation on Dome Creek, formerly operated as the Dome 
Gold Corprl. of wilicil 2. Coates of Aberdeen, Plasn. was Pres ident ,  was included in t h i s  
rlew corporation.  I  am now i~lformeci t ha t  while some of these noldings arc  s t i  1 1  
under t n i s  rlew corporation,  most of i t  i s  now under the name of Frank Know'les, 
Trustee ,  tile name under which tlle dome Creek operat'ion i s  now conducted. J u s t  \>/Plat 
tile situal;ion iiiay be I have not learned,  in f a c t  I  have not attempted t o  do so .  

Tile Alaska Consol i ~ a t e d  Gold Corpn. has i t s  o f f i ce  a t  631 Lumber Exchange Eldg 
Seati.le 1Jdstl. which I ain told i s  a l s o  t i l e  o f f i c e  of Frank i<nowles. Trustee. 
dnowles i s  s t a ted  t o  be a  partner of Steele .  Whatever the plan o r  holdings may be 
tile following irlformation obtained mainly from Paul Glasgow of Chicken P . O .  and ;~i;o 
i s  e.~nployed by Steele  or his company as ilatidy man ,  1 i s t s  in a gerieral way socie 
of tile property. 

The EIGtiTEEi.4 MILE GROUP, about 13 1;iiles of the Forty E i le  River bed ,  
s t a r t i n g  about 4 miles above Steel  P . O . ,  a l so  2 miles above t h i s  continuing 
u p  r i v e r  which was located recent ly .  

A 30 mile 'length of ?,losquito Fork, a t r ibu ta ry  of Forty Flile River, 
from about !i mile belobr tile ~;louti~ of Cl~icken Creek u p  t o  Ketchurnstuck, an 
Indian vi 1 lage. 

Ingle dar ,  on MOsqui t o  Fork opposite the mouth of Ingle Creek. 
'Tnree miles of Chicken Creek arid i t s  rigtit  l i m i t  benches, lacking a  few 

c la i~ns  wilicli coilld not be obtained and v,hictl a r e  now causing some t rouble ,  
alsil a x i w  lneauow or1 tile ricjilt l  inii t of t h i s  creek a t  i t s  mouth, e t c .  

Some groutiu on I'lapo'lean Creek anu tile Forty i4ile River around i t s  mouth. 
'The placers on ilo~ie Creek, mainly the benches along the r i gh t  litni t \h~hicii 

were operated i n  a  small way t h i s  season as Frank Knowles, Trustee. 

- 
I nesd no1 ui rigs irlcl ude now cx t i  rlct companies known as the Ingle Go1 d Co .  , 

tile Forty ieliie Power and ureagi ng Co. e t c .  

In 1926 iiay iiumpnries pias engaged t o  d r i l l  and prospect Ingle Bar, Chicken 
LrceK anu elsewilere. Some dri  11 i  ng, now doubt enough t o  convi nce ilumphries t ha t  
nc could n o t  report  favorable on tile scheme as a whole, was done. Ingle Creek 
in i t s e l f  i s  only of small area and did not d r i l l  u p  anywhere t o  expectat ion,  
in f a c t  i t  i s  i sola ted and too small t o  consider f o r  dredging even i f  d r i l l i n g  
resul t s  had proven considerable be t t e r  than they did .  

The Forty i!lile 2i ver below Frank1 in was dredged some years ago and while 
a l i t t l e  over 3250,000 i s  reported to  nave been taker) out i n  tne four seasons 
of operation,  the venture was f a r  from a  success. The Forty Yi7e River contains 
loose r~asii gravel with marly large  boulders, the depth of ground berying, b u t  usually 
t ha t  in the r i ve r  bed, the r i ve r  being confined within i t s  banks, ranges u p  to  



- -, 
2- Al-aska Consol idated Go1 d Cg ' '*pn .  e t c .  

10 f e e t  or  so in depth, in places there  i s  no gravel ,  the bedrock being swept 
clean.  The gravels of the Forty Mile River and many of i t s  t r i bu t a r i e s  a re  
gold bearing b u t  the r i ve r  i s  sw i f t  especia l ly  during high water periods, 
so t h a t  in many places the gravels a r e  almost constantly s h i f t i n g .  Freezing in 
the winter in many places goes to  bedrock, and when the spring break u p  and thaw 
seLs in the ice  breaks loose 1 i f t i n g  much or  pract ica l  ly a1 1 of the gravel with 
i t  carrying i t  on downstream. In t n i s  way the gravel and i t s  gold content i s  r a f t ed  
along and no doubt t h i s  account f o r  the source of a t  l e ss  most of the gold in 
tne r i v e r  bea. In some instances t n i s  gold may have come in to  the r i ve r  in other 
ways. I t  would there be almost impossible t o  obtain even an approximate idea of 
the  value of these r i v e r  p lacers ,  not only because of the sh i f t i ng  gravel and 
possible payable a reas ,  which 1 a t e r  upon dridging may have wandered elsewhere 
b u t  tne wasn i s  very coarse and loose and would not permit determination by 
uri 1 1  i  ng, o r  cou l d s r ~ a f t s  be sunk in the r i ve r  i  t s e l  f  unless frozen to  bedrock 
durillg tile winter which would not be an average o r  perrnissable condition. 

Toe many wide broad f l a t s  occuring a t  many of the bends of the r i ve r  
a re  cut  by the present r ive r  so t h a t  banks from a few f e e t  to  25 f e e t  o r  so 
nlay be exposeli. Some of these may contain gold and gold which i s  de f i n i t e l y  
placea. However the  wasri in these  would a1 so be very heavy, each one i s  i so la ted  
from the other with the only connection being via the immediate r i ve r  bed and 
canyon. 

The r i ve r  placers of the Forty Mile River, Mosquito Fork, and s in i i l iar  
streams ao n o t  possess fea tures  t ha t  can be considered favorable f o r  dredging 
even ti~ougn an average gold content  was dnown to  e x i s t  there in a continous 
channel or  run. All of the physical fea tures  of these placers a r e  adverse t o  
p rof i t ab le  dredging unless all unilsal.; amount of gold can be determined to be 
contair~eci in them. I t  appears out  of reason to  expect t h i s  and a  plan f o r  
dredging tiiese placer wil l  receive l i t t l e  i f  any consicieration Bor people w h o  
a re  a t  a l l  famil iar  with dridging. O u t  of t h i s  vas t  extent  of r i ve r  bottom 
there  m.ay however be some placss which possess some features which w o u l d  
j u s t i f y  the determination of t h e i r  merit i f  any: 

Conditions on Chicken Creak do afford dredging p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i f  I  
nave been correct ly  inforneu. The Corporation has purcnasca o r  has under option 
rilOSt of tile cla-ims on Chicken Creek from discover-y a t  i t s  head dew t o  No. 14 
below a t  i t s  mouth, a  distance of 3 miles. I t  a l so  has tile benches along the 
r ig f i t  l im i t  of t h i s  creek,  and the v~idtil f l a t  near i t s  mouti~ between the junction 
of C n i  cken Creek and iilosqui t o  Fork. TIE Chicken Creek p1 acers have been mined 
a t  many places in former days. Some d r i l l i n g  and shaf t  prospecti~;g has been 
aone by tne Stcele i n t e r e s t s .  Tne creek placer occupies a val ley  1500 to  2000 
f e e t  wiue a t  i t s  lower end and ranges u p  to  a maximum depth of about 30 f e e t .  Of 
tiiis the iiepttl of muck varies u p  to  15 f e e t  in places,  averaging between 5 to  3 - 
f e e t ,  while the gravel var ies  from about 4 to  15 f e e t  in depth. Ihe gravel i s  of 
small t o  medium s i z e .  ikdrock i s  of s o f t  coal formation of c l ay ,  sandstone, 
s i ~ a l e ,  e t c . ,  mainly, wilile in tile upper reaches i t  i s  mainly a s e a t i .  The gold 
d i s t r ibu t ion  i s  s t a t ed  to be spo t ty .  Tne lnaxiniuln width of pay i s  s t a ted  to  be a t  
the lower end near the mouth of the creek where i t  i s  about 1500 f e e t .  In the upper 
pa r t  of the creek the valley narrows down t o  250 to  500 f e e t  and the width of pay 
i s  l e s s .  The ground i s  p r ac t i c a l l y  a l l  frozen. Years ago t h i s  placer was 
526 per cu. yu. and b e t t e r .  If  t h i s  be cor rec t  and a su f f i c i en t  
yarciage ava i l ab le ,  t h i s  criici should be p rof i t ab le  f o r  dredging. However to 
assure a water supple f o r  s t r ipp ing  and thawing, i t  would probably have t o  be pumped 
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f r o m  tihe r i v e r .  Some good l i g n i t e  c o a l  occurs  a t  Chicken and i t s  use 
f o r  power gene ra t i  on i s  under adv i  sement. 

1:ngle Bar l o c a t e d  a t  t he  mouth o f  I n g l e  Creek and ma in l y  on t h e  
o p p o s i t e  s i d e  of  Mosqui to  Fork has l o n g  been h a i l e d  as a  wonder fu l  dredging area 
and as a  c o n t a i n i n g  h i g h  va lues.  I n  fo rmer  days an open c u t  was mined a t  t h e  
l o w e r  end o f  t h i s  Bar w i t h  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s .  I n  i t s e l f  i t  i s  n o t  o f  
s u f f i c i e n t  area f o r  a  d redg ing  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I am r e l i a b l e  in fo rmed t h e  
ground t h a t  c o u l d  be cons idered  as p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  d redg ing  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i t y .  
Th i s  Bar  c o n t a i n  r o u g h l y  about 60 a r e r s ,  and i s  12 t o  16 f e e t  i n  depth. 
The wash i s  q u i t e  heavy b u t - n o  l a r g e  bou lders  i n  q u a n t i t y  were seen t h a t  
would be o f  ve ry  s e r i o u s  handicap t o  dredging.  The bedrock i s  however n o t  
p a r t i c u l i a r l y  f a v o r a b l e  be ing  a  h a r d  s l a t e .  A l l  o f  t h e  b a r  i s  however s t a t e d  
t o  be o f  un f rozen  m a t e r i a l .  There i s  ve r y  l i t t l e  muck overburden. Outs ide  
o f  a  sma l l  area a t  t h e  mouth of I n g l e  Creek, t h i s  creek i t s e l f  does n o t  
c o n t a i n  dredgeable p l a c e r .  I was l o c a l l y  in fo rmed t h a t  the  ground cons idered  
dredgeable  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  c a r r i e d  $1 .OO and b e t t e r  up t o  $2.00 per  cu. yd.  
i n  g o l d  as prospected.  Th is  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  what I cons ider  more r e l i a b l e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  rece i ved  elsewhere and appa ren t l y  can n o t  be a c o r r e c t  average 
g o l d  c o n t e n t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  area. 

From I n g l e  Bar t o  t h e  mouth o f  Chicken Creek, a  d i s t ance  o f  5  m i les ,  
t h e  v a l l e y  o f  Mosqui to Fork  ranges f r om 200 t o  600 f e e t  i n  w i d t h ,  i n  many 
p l aces  t h e  r i v e r  b e i n g  con f i ned  p r a c t i c a l l y  w i t h i n  r ock  w a l l s ,  b u t  a t  some o f  
t h e  p o i n t s  and bends t h e r e  a re  f l a t s  up t o  500 f e e t  and more i n  w id th .  The 
r i v e r  i s  a s w i f t  f l o w i n g  s t ream and i t s  bed exposes many ve ry  l a r g e  bou lders .  
Tile r i v e r ,  Mosqui to Fork  has n o t  been prospected as y e t  and would be a  d i f f i c u l t  
t h i n g  t o  p rospec t  and o b t a i n  a  c o r r e c t  i dea  o f  i t s  g o l d  con ten t .  The banks 
o f  these  S l a t s  a l ong  Mosqui to Fork  s t and  f rom 3 t o  20 f e e t  above t he  normal 
l e v e l  o f  t h e  stream. The stream i t s e l f  ranges f r om 75 t o  150 f e e t  and more 
i n  w i d t h  i n  t h i s  l o c a l i t y .  

The above no tes  a r e  g iven  t o  show i n  a  genera l  way t he  ho ld i ngs  and 
p lans  f o r  d redg ing  by t h i s  company and t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  must be met. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  I was n o t  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  some da ta  d i r e c t l y  f r om  M r .  S tee le  
o r  some execu t i ve ,  as my i n f o r m a t i o n  was ob ta i ned  ma in l y  f rom sources around 
Chicken P.O. and d u r i n g  a h u r r i e d  t r i p  over  t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  ho ld i ngs .  

T am, t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  make f u r t h e r  comments on the  
p r o p o s i t i o n ,  o r  can I recommend o r  condemn i t  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  As s t a t e d  
some o f  t h e  h o l d i n g  h o l d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  b u t  these must s t & l l  be d e f i n i t e l y  
i s o l a t e d  and d i f f i c u l t  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  l o c a l i t y  must be g i v e n  
s e r i o u s  and c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

The ho ld i ngs  and t h e  t y d r a u l i c  m in i ng  ope ra t i ons  a t  Dome Creek 
a r e  r e p o r t e d  as Frank Knowles, T rus tee ,  on t he  p l a c e r  m in i ng  c a r d  f i l e s  
and my T e r r i t o r i a l  r e p o r t  f o r  1929, and p rev i ous  yea rs .  

The Chicken area o f  t h e  F o r t y  M i l e  
d i s t r i c t  was v i s i t e d  by me on 
J u l y  15 & 16, 1929. 

N. L .  Wimmler 


