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In attempting to write the story of mining develop- 

ment i n  the Fortymile and Eagle dietriot I believe th8  beet 

plan would be t o  oay a fm womb by way of introduafion, oc+ 

mmenuing w i t h  th8 early day disaoveries on the various rivere 

and streams of the Upper Y u k e c ,  ahowing eomething of the gradual 

migration of the m s l y  proopeetorr fsam the ooaet point of south- 

eastern Alaska ooer the ChiUoot Paas and down the varfoue lake6 

and atream6 that form the-Yukon r ive t ,  and following along that 

river briefly mentiming the plaora where plaoer gold was fouM 

and mined by these early argonaut8 along the river bare of the 

Upper Yukon river at Caoeisr, Indian River and Hoo%ilinqua the 

- prinoiple plaors. ?hen venturing up the s ide  atream, Sixty- 

mile, 8etentym%le, and lrortyorile rivere and oontinulag down stream 

to Oirole and th8 Barah Brrek diggangs, aornmenoing at Fortymile 

Y.T. where the main Fortymife rlrer empties in the Yukon ziver 

and going up the Fortymile. V e  w i l l  nox omeider the Fortymile 

river its variauo f a k e  and atseaae that feed into the river 

from the  vie+ point of the proepeetor sad miner. 



SYBOP818 AND HISTORY OF EARLY DAY USING AND PROGPEOTING ON TEE 

FOFtTXHILE RIVER AND IT8 B 4 t S  ABD LOW BEECHES 

Fram an aaq~sintamoe r l t h  rrany of the early. day pro* 

peotors and misere Z gained the infarmation that as early as the 

year 1888 there w a a  o o ~ a  few proepeatore ventured up the Forty- 

mils river and for many yoare foll08ing plorgeotors in lnareas- 

tng m e r e  want into the section of the country. Ptospeating 

and mining in thoea early times was uonfiasd t o  the river cbrml 

and low bars ~ h d n  the water fn the river w a 8  lorr enough t o  permit, 

also the lou bornhem oms8 in for reme attention oenmeneing at Lhe 

raouth of the ~mtfsntle river where i% iloore into the Yukon at 

~ortymils I. T. oontinuing up o t r m  plwer gold wae found praot- 
iaally every mile along the main Fortymile river t o  uhere the 

North and South Fork jotn, and up the South Fork and Yomui to  

Fork t o  a plsae n a  hawn an the Ingle areek Basin approximately 

on* hundred and 8Wm miles frola ?o?tymile P.9. 

The mathoQ employed by these early argonaut$ wag in 

harmony and in keeping with the tgaes and oonditiorsa greve~iling 

in a prinaative aountrg. The piek and ehovsl, gold pan, tooker,  

end longtaat wae the wual equiptment wquirsd in sole instanaes 

where banohee aaae in for attention s fetw sluioe boree, a ditoh 

or flume taking water ircr a ne8r by stream waa a mope eubletan- 

t ial undertaking. 

Otring the bust yeare and until the dlooovsry of the 

Elondike it i o  eatiwsted that from aoo t o  three hundred men sere 

angaged in mining along the aain Fortymile and 86uth Fork branahee 

ae far up as Chloksn Creek. 



I w i l l  briefly mention the plaoea where glaoer gold 

waa f oumk-in paying Quanities and the distanae up the river frcm 

#ox.tiymile Y .T. Clint* Creek Rifflea 8, Sourdough f sland 7, 

The Canyon 11, Be& Crsek 13, Log Cabin-Barr 16, Matheson 

Creak Bar 14, B m d a r y  and 8810 Patoh 25, Mooem Greek Bare 

and -EZbffles 337, C-horn Bum and Bifflee 30, ~ i a o o ~ e r y  Bar 33, 

Smith Greek-StfYla~ 94, Dead Uan Rlfflea 35, &sea Island Ebr 

37, Fkemh E~+.cBsr 37, Bo- Bar and Bsnah 38, Jew Bar 39, 

1 w e t .  B m  39, lQy Poia* 40, 'Pn;Sn e s s k  B a r s  41, Stee l  Ore& 

Ba~t.842, Yb;ld+n Baf and -Bsrwbse 43, Plat Creek B a r s  45, Five 

=La Id-8 a, W O ~  Bar 47, Montana Bare 48, 0 'Brien 

QmL-Baxo 40, PBL30 Bar8 53, Bhe@lbarra Bar 63, Ccrterts 

Bat 55, Indian Creek. B a r s  57, mSts Bluff Bar 59, Sourdough 

Rao 60, Long 63, Bytb Bsr 66, Wildoat Rifflea 69, Butte 

Bar :.ma 8.noh 73, ma- Or* du. and bemh 70, Rrrpp 77, 

Cronaton Bar 78, Ohrnb Bar 80, t?ormlesqe B8r and Benuh 84. 

Hapoleon Bar8 &ad Bamh 80, Gorleorsrr Rifflea 87, Walker 'o Fork 

'Bares89, &Ray Barr.99, A t n t e x  bare and Benoh 96, Eollgate 

R3,ff lss  98, Saemlag Bar 97, Gibrsl$or B ~ x  98, Loet Chictken 

Bar 99, Iaglr Creak ~as id ,*~~a~ lor  Cf esk  Bar. 114. 

gold bearing ezaokor tlmt- flos tnto the Paflymile river oomenoiag 

rtth-ollntoa b ~ e k  and p r o o m  oa up the river to where 

the Bmth and 8-mth BorX je%n aaQ Wrras up ths Sorzt5 Bo-rk t o  

Itorquit0 Fork $0 I g l e .  Basini Gl&tm Creek, pa%% ing into the 

Portymile on tb left Ifmit about fite a l e s  above Fortymile 

8-e gold found ut various pointe on thie ureek but not suff ioieat  



*o pal* 

Uokey Creek a little further up tBe river and on the 

right limat a l i t t l e  shaving of gold found near its mouth but like 

Clinton Creek inrtliitoient t o  be serioaslp eonaidered as a likely 

azbek for ~ l n i n g ,  

Beas Creek twolrs milea up stream from Fortymile and 

flowing into the Fofiymile froat the right llmit, this oreek ha8 

been mined +cam in the past years with indifferent suooees, no 

big r h a i n g  having aver be- U&, a few m n  are mining on t h i s  

areak at the present time. 

The Log Cabin areelt, left Uait of the Poxtgmile about 

f i f teen  miles up the rfrer, this ereek has been mined some by a 

few men for many peare nothing very rioh ha8 wer been found on 

Log Cabin Oreek* 

Brarn and Yathssoa Qreeks still further up tbe r iver  

and flcrning into Fortymile fram the right l i m i t ,  prwpeated sane 

Bauzxbry and 8ar Patoh and Olaoier Crseka e t i l l  further 

up the rivsr and f1orr;tag an fkona the left l i m i t ,  plaaer gold found 

on all these oreeke st itifferent lmatione but never in paying 

*c ~ b - 3 ~  81111th Creek pay fpamd oa this amek for at least two 

mfles also along i t a  bemhes bpt mot regarded as riob, several 

men n m  working on t h i s  sreek. 

gc b o - # 7  C a a y ~ n  Greek flore into Portpi le  from the right &J - 1.q5 - 
liraft about thirty asvan miles up Srae Fortymile, Canyon Creek is 

quite a uartsiddrable stram, the rmrtn areek ie perhaps twenty aileo 

long exoluaive of i t s  branalms, on the main Canyon Creek there i e  a 

no11 defined p ~ y  etreak, t h i s  aresk its ent ire  length i s  not at all 

rioh as regards the gold value t o  the yardage but 1 believe when 

all the factor6 both favorable and unfavorabla are  taken lnto 



soneideratton that i t  ntay be f m d  that t h i s  sreek and sme of 

i t e  tributaries may be taken in on a plan or soheme or big soale 

operat i on and may be prof1 tably mined. Depth of save1  runs frm 

an average of s i r  t o  eighteen feet t o  twenty feet to bedrook and - 
for the moat part i t  it3 unfropn, in ease place8 it rnsy spread out 

t o  two hundred feet In w$dth, there i e  a fair supply of water 

flowing in Canyon Creek mbsf every eummer and timber for fuel and 

mining oses is quits eeeily obtained nearly the entire length of 
d* boO rl9 bo-114, LC- ru% 

the omek; Wooda and Carap Creek8 tributaries of Canyon Creek, both - - 
are gold produaers hesever the gold found at the upper end of Canyon 

Creek is l o w  grade valued at the old grioe of gold from $12 t o  $14 

p41: m a e .  On Canym Creek i t  appears that  the fuxther down the c 

oteek gold i s  found the higher p d s  it 1.i On &clW Creek gold) gi La-* 
I 

We been mined for a good many years and a oonelderable gold has 

been taken .frm that oreek, iU i r  a hlgh grade gold and quite 
I 

similar tn appearawe t o  Jack Wade Creek gold valued at the old \ 
pricre of gold at #I? per o9u#ra. Two or three men a r e  now mining 1 
on Gquaw Creek and i t s  trlbutarlss. / 

dolag abmt two rmiles op the FuZty'mile from the mou*h 

of Canyon ws c a e  t o  another atream flowing into the river fraa 
d% 1.0-116 

the left  l i m i t  o a U ~ d  Bugg& m h ,  gold ~ % 8  dieoorersd in 

Nugget Gulah at about the a€kme tine %hat Bmansa sittasted aozoea 

the river froa Hugget WIuh raa being mined for abatt three alsimo 

length, this orerk was ained laany years ago and i t  was regarded 

ae the riohaet orrrek for 1 0 ~  1-h ZZarring irito the Fortymile. 

B&raotly aoroeo the river frcm the  mouth of Rugget a-h is the 
.I0 
Bonanwr B u  rhioh aoaozding t o  the old mining hiatCmy of the Forty- 

* 

a l e  river wals a big prodwer f~ a number of yearn. Praotically 

every mile of the main river t o  where the forth and 8outh Pork meet 

and form the main F o r t p i l e  and aontfnuing up the South Fork and 



Mosquito Fork for a distanoe of one hundred and fourteen nilee 

plauer gold in paying quanities has been found i n  the present 

river bed and the bar8 and low benohes. And while in the yeaLe 

when the  f i r s t  dioooveries *ere made 1882, very mwh gold has 

been reowered fram %be river bed, bara and l m  bemhes and while 

perhaps the riahust spote have been f e d  and mined there is yet 

in the opinion of the writes, m h  more gold than hag heretofore 

been taken t h a t  as). be reafversd at a substantial prof i t  by big 

scale rialng and operatlohe The aarly miner working along the Forty- 

mile and uaeing the prin+tive method. of e a r l y  time6 rooovered as 

muah as $10.0~0.00 ln gold for, one aeaecn8 work. 

g~ ' a - r o b  Twin Creek bbxmhas on left liait of river belm Steel - 
Creek gold dteoovered and gbob &owing made on these benohe8 ems 

, , 
years ago, but nar obandoQ8d. /' 

r '  . 
Steel Creak oda$& into %he Fortymils River on the 

right limit, never pro~paatsd a m h  and no enoanrag&snt exoept 

at and naar It. mouth?'ra~ mined yeare ago and rlah pay taken out. 
i 

Oontlnu$og gn up t h e  river re o a r  t o  Flat Creak, l e f t  
j? KA &-/a& 

limit, a l i t t Z b  my taba etq% near the mouth. 
i 

, h~~ .&  Creek, &owing lnto the  Fortynlls from the left  

lilit, pose g$gd f@nd at k'&b&et of place8 along this oreek and 

1- j r 

along some df Ma tributariba 'but nothing l i k e  pay gravel except 
,; ,& L.8 

OR hev*&$ enall a t ~ g ~  that into Dome Cr-k, an r ight  aimit ,a - '=9 
/' ,, j -- - , 

s t,@knt#xY of 0 8 B r i e a  CZ~.L. 
1 
i 

;i I w l 1 1  m*nt$on these a t r k  by name. ~ i t t l e  ~ i l l e r  g* boo)L 
,/j 

.:/ 
pay f e d  for two slay le&tlp h a a  mouth up. 

I 

~ e o r h h  Gulohj pay i o b d  t&o claim lengths from mmth up 

L l t t  le Johnnia, good !shoring ,ipade at mouthj 
I 

Laat ohaxme, goo& ahkiqg &b& at south and on banehe.. 
I ,  

Resuming our i-ginary journey pp t h e  kstymile river 

we pass several smalP qzeeks put'$ing i n  from the right and l e f t  



l i m i t  that aalne In for same prospecting m n y  years ago with no 

enaowarrement to  the prospeotore. ?aeeing up the South Fork we 

reaah Butte Creek croming fn on left linlt, thia oreek bas been mined 

some aQ or near the mouth, not rtoh. 
+A (PO-30 

Uhler Creek oouiing in  on right limit a fe- milee up -- - - - 
from Butte Creek, rioh pay taken out at mouth and on benches near 

the mouth. 

Bert r e  come t o  Bwkskin  Creek flcming from t h e  left 

l i m i t ,  never muoh found on t h i s  creek, but 8n a small tribuSary - - 

up Buokskin Creek 15 milea,  rich and e.xteneive 

pay reported t o  have been fuund there during thz summer of 1934, 

This 45 Pup had8 bask in a high range of mountains that :?re aal led 

the Bucrk~kin rango that appears t o  be highly mineralized and 

acme day there aray be some good quarts leada unaovered there. 
d*bs-$ -bo-3(  

Franklin Guloh a fes milee up drom B w k s k i n  Creek, and 

flowing i n t o  South Fork frm left limit, gold was dieoovoced in 

thee Guloh in 1884 and good pay found about three miles. The Oulah 

is new praotiaally worked out but it was a b i ~  produoer for qui te  

bq 6 0 *  39. Napoleon Creek mix miles up r i v e r  from Franklin Guloh 
CS- J* 

and f lowing  into South Fork Iran right l i m i t ,  gold discwarad there 

in 1883 and rioh pay for  two olaime lengthe, nav3 practiaally 

worked out. 

Paaaing t h e  mouth of i l a l k e r * ~  Pork ( that oreak I w i l l  

bring up later ) and going on up the South Pork we reach the math  
cd\. w-q3 

of Denniiron Fork, thia 'f)slaniran York I8 quite a oonsiderable - - 
utrsam and wifb i t a  many tributuies drains a big  area, a l i t t l e  

groapeuting done in that d is tr iot  yeare ago, but from i t e  ramotneee 

and diff ioult ies  in getting euppliee and no great enoouxagernent 

given t o  prospeotore, that area and t h e  rirea t o  tbe east and 

South oalled t h e  Ladue country has been very such passed up 

and negleoted by prospectors although eve~ything i n  the -.ay 



geology and g r ~ v e l  indioates poss ib i l i t i e s  i n  the way of places 

8013 dieooverice 5rhen ohenper and easier transportation f a o l l i -  

t i e o  are a?.vailable. 

Moving along the Moequito Rork above the mouth of 
- 

$3 Dennieon Fork we e a e  t o  Lost Chioken Creek, i n  1901 rich pay rras , - 3 4  
L0-qb found 02 t h i 8  ore& and on the h i g h  benches that  l i e  betreen Loat 
s " 

':+'l Chicken and Chioker. Creeke. Loet Chioken l e  a short oreak not aore 
b ; . , J  
"than one a i l 6  in  length, passing along ae arrive at the mouth of 

Chicken 8reek(putting into loequito Fork from the l e f t  l i a i t )  gold 

was disoovered here in 1896. This oreek and i t e  two tributaries 
fl z:%3 

Myers Fork and S_tonehouse have produced a l o t  of gold since the time 

of dieroovery but I believe i t  holds muoh more xe.:lth, and a aaxaf l i l  

examination of theee oreeks and nearby etreiims and tha valleys of the 

Mosquito Forkl'from the  mouth of ths Sennison Fork t o  Ingle Basin, 

a iiistanae of eix milee might disoloee a t t r a o t i v e  poasibil it iee ~ r n  

a dredge propesition. several exoellent veins oi l igni te  ooal ~x t d  - 83 

are found on Chioken Creek and from test8 made I believe t h i s  

would answer the qi188tion of fuel 8upply insofar us dredge operat- 

t i o n a  might be conaerned. Depth of muck an3 gravel to  beadrock will 

run from ten t o  thirty f ee t  perhspa an itver::ge of tlventy fset, 

i n  most plaaee the  gravel i e  frozen. Water for thaair,g oan be 

obtained at l o r  oost  and eonaidering the e hole matter of flrsdging 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in the Chioken Creek area I bel ieve  it ao;rld justify 

eerioue Investigation and study, 
+ b0-33  I will now take up Jaok ":ad6 Craek, gold .:as disoavered 

on Jack Wade Craek in 1899 and for t s J d  yeara fol lowin$ the  ~ L E O  of 

the disaovery t h i s  areek'was a eteady aud consistent produGer. I 

estimte thnt one and one half  laillion dollare in plaoar  gold >oaa 

taken from Jaok Fade Creek i n  the years 1899 t o  1939 znd every 

year einoe t i m e  of d i e c w e r y  dorn t o  present t i a e  saae gold ha8 

been recovered. Pay stresk extended along; the  oreek f o r  about 



eight milee She riahest oeotion being midway bete-crm the enda. Pay 

l i e u  in the present valley of the oraeks and on the nearby beaohee, 

Gold i s  nearly all oastee end nuggets are found frequently 

ranging inwight  Prm a Wnny weight t o  mny mace, the largest 

ever found on th ie  areal  wao valued at a l i t t l e  more than $1,100, 

at the o ld  prioe of gold, Rcm fire t o  twenty feet of gravel and 

muak merlay bedrock fn the oreek valley, on some of the benohee 

thare mny be spots where there is thirty feet overlaying bedrmk, 

*he gravel is w e l l  worn m-d dose not average large in eixe. mter 

aupply an average oummer just fair, timber for f w l  and ainiag 

purporseo sodroe and expeneive t o  obtain. 

Bill say a few w-4 dsauriptiva of the North Fork of 
\ 

the Portymile river, this river with Innumerable br#nohee drains 

a big area. The -in river b e  been proegeoted e m e  in years pwt 

and gold in paylng quanitlea has been found on sum of its bars. 

Po very rioh shwing has been made however. On some of I t s  tri- 
g+ 60-a 60-73 6 5  Ni bo-7% g~ bo -' 

butatlee namely Joe Wilean, Confederate, Gold Run. Yontana, Autohll- 
k!~ bs 6 b  

am, Fish Creek, UMmpioa and Alleghney Creeks egae pay has been 

f a a d  but oo fcr it antst be olrasel aa lm grade and .that seoticrn 

8ituatr;i a8 it is where transpartstian ooet are hlgh and further 

arn amount of ahortnese of smmer working seaeon i t  has up t o  the 

preaen* time acme in for very l i t t l e  attention, 1neoia.r as surfme 

gndiaatiuns and geolqgiu foxmation and water supply uap be ion- 

oeraed everything l o o b  farorablo, that soaae good pay  lay yet be 

found and mined and r l o o  there are favorable proepeota of lode 

mining deve lopntr  in that dirtriot. 

gW0" Walker% Pork and trilrutaries a. gold produoers. 
6 6 - 3 1  

Firat aoaes Poker and Dsola Crseko, thecle two etrgaaa only a few 

miles in length hsoo their head i n  e hlgh range near the inter- 

national boundary In Cananda and f lw weataardly in to  Alasks and 

where theee two etreama join and continue take the name of Kslker'e 

Fork, Poker and Dav%a Creeks were discovered and mined and prsduced 



a oanaiderable gold years before the Klondike dleawery,  and in  

quite reoent year8 rioh pay was found in  the bemhee of these 

oreeke. Over the r&nge and oaly a few miles distsme in the 

-on Tezritory there arb aevezal old prodwere, namely, Glaoier 
* ( , a  -16 

and Filler Creaks, and the upper reauhes of the Sixtymile river,' 

t h i s  d i s t r i a t  termed the Olaaier dlstrbot has been mined for 

forty yeare and haa produaed osveral millions. A oonservattve 

estimate of the gold prodwed on Miller Creek and ths Upper 

8ixtymile rive?: in the past ten years I would plme a t  #1,OC#),0*0. 

ke- Upper Walker8s Fork baa bean mined far isany years f iret 

by open out methodo and later by dr~~gliag fmraper and hydrauli~ 

and l a e t l y  by dredge. Late l m  A w t  1834 the Walkere Fork Gold 

Oorporst ion put in opsr&ion on their  property a modern type dredge 

whioh aont inued t o  opembt @ until utrsae oold reather auepended 

w o k  Prom reliable r ~ a c a r  f ba+e leaxxw~d that the results obtained 

rere moat gratiaing and aseaedrd the moot hopeful axpeotat ion8 of 

the paople rho put their m o m y  i n  the venture. 'Phe Walker6 Fork 

Corparation hare oonsidarablo marked ground extending dcmn t o  

d Bhrrr). Creek be1Q the math ~f Cherry Creek and extending on d a a  
&OW - 

$be oreek nothing mwh i n  the way of pay har aver been found ex- 

empting i n  a few epots. A fw mllee below Cherry Creek and fl-ng 
j ~ ~ b o  -$6 

,%n from the right limit re resoh ~ e l u e m i l e  Creek. Phle creek 

f l a e  parallel to Jaak Bade Creek. The lrreloemile areek has been 

prosyctotad t o  a oonaiderblble extent but without moh enoourapment 

f o  the grospsotore. 
K% bb - / o f  

A few allele d a n  etreaa we oaae t o  L t b e r t ~  Creqk flowing 

ln froaa the left l i m i t ,  thio orssk and i t 8  severa3 tributaries drain 

r oansiderable area lore  prospwtlng has been done on thebe several 

ereeke, gold is  found everywhere gravel I s  snoountered but nothing 

like real gay has yet been movered. Although it is a very l ike ly  



looking oeotion ae r8gards placer gold deposits. 
35 

Continu%ng rn doan stram eix miles we resoh &ok Wade G 

Oraek floaing in from right lislt. Thto areek ehme a aontit~eoue le(~ 

etreak for mozs than eight miles, gold wan disowersd on Jaok Wede 

Oraek i n  1899, a fair eatimate f would plaoe t h s  amaunt of gold 

taken from Jaok Wede Creek fa the psat thirty-five years at one 

and one half  mil!ion dollars and perhaps that muoh more not  y e t  

reomeredo In the valley of the oreek daptb of n w k  and graval t o  

bedrocrk 18 frm ten t o  tuenty fee* and bbcrut ten t o  thirty feet on 

the benahes off the ereek. Pimaber for fuel and for mining purpose8 

waroe  and water eupply at t isea ncare t o o  good. 

History of Dredging Operatione on the Fortyaile River and on 

South Fork of aame up t o  Raeent Time .  

About 1907 a dredge lrrrora ae the Davidron Brothara 

drrd,ge wae inotzllsd and put ir  operation at a point known cra 

Barrrdbogh Ieland about six milee up the Furtyral le river fr- Forty 

lfle T O T .  fox several yegre uatil I912 thisl dredge uoritinue8 IT! 

operation every summer until i t  re~icrhed the baayea %beat e l a ~ e a  

milee above Portymile T.P. where being unable t o  paas through or 

ear- on on aeaapnt of the tsrrifia current and lmga rooks si~paded 

further proep6ot8, the olgner pS the dredge deoided that the aooz of 

taking the dredge apart, baullng and re-aeaembling arune st sme other 

l i k e l y  spaatban further up river would entai l  aaeiJerabls  expense 

and d g h t  sot be ju&iilable, so dredge raa pratiaslly abaridoned. 

However frm several men mho worked on the dredge during the years 

of its operation I: gained infarrat ion %Oat  the ~ o r k  u:aa aarried 

9n st a oub8fantlal profit of its osnere. 

The same year that the Davidem Dredge aaa put in opor;,tion 

another dredge, a s ~ l l  one, waa put in operation on the 

Fortymile river at the Internstional Boundary '33 miles above. 



?erffrrile, working upstrema fez several ruarrmers anti1 f t  reached 

lLoorru Cxeek about thrtee sSles f m m  the starting mint. Thia dredge 

rrbile rorUmg in goad gr- orae =at ra Sinamla1 auoaese. The 

getusan of It6 fbiluts rae fraP1- eonetruotion, =ble t o  reeve muoh 

.pr&ge-.szld t t s  %nabiltw €0 uavd m h  of? the gold fran gravela 

worked. 

RtI1L another &bdgs w M  .pit ln aotltm about the stme 
I(x bo - 96  

t ime a t  b p  Bar BS ales on the Swth Fark of the Fortymile riwr 

about 85 aillee fm For9y8tils I.F. and Sour =ilea belw F r ~ n k l i n ,  

Phis dredge wae a aippar type dredge end hsd formerly been used 

dredging sanda and olearing a ohrannel at t h e  delta. of the Freser 

Biver in Erltiah Columbia and r a o  entirely tlaenitert fclr work ac a 

gold dredge t o  work in heavp gravels and bedroak, only ii few day8 

trial was suffioient t o  prwa that ft aaa n&, and ocwld ever be 

mde t o  wark aati#faotorily and make pay+ therefore S t  was ct 

Sailure* 

In the epring of 19l0, snd Austslian type dredge 

built by t h e  Riedon Irom Works of Sari Fkancisoo w a s  aoved to the 

locatfon ?here the dfpner type dredge had failed and sna8 put t o  

work, t h i s  Australian type dredge rau emtlnued in operat ion eaoh 

mmet until f a l l  of lQ24, and had worked upstream #our miles 
H t  GO- 8 ,  GO-2%" 

-aching a point one half mile belor h-a;nkZfh Gulch shere it was 

put into ninter quartexs, its mamiger g o i r ? ~  off t o  war in ~ h i c h  

he sustained injmtes t h ? t  oaused him t o  l e  invalided home, so the 

dredge was not again put fm operati011 for aeven or eight yesrs 

and in t h i s  t h e  -had e h q e d  omerehip. Stmting up under new 

panagement pi th  no pyeparations hnving been made in admnoe t o  

bavtng good c c t  and ellvered t o  dredge and no repsirs made t o  dredge 

or supslies eta. secured an advanus, ~esgning th-..t in attempgiag 

t o  werate dredge waeomtinual'ly breslrlng doen snd losing fourth 

of the valuajle tirqe bein? idle, while neceesary repairs were being 



made. One suarmern *ark under these adverse conditions disccuraged 

it$ maere from Laking any further attemgt t o  merate dredge and 

vhi le  the ground worked over catalned gocd pay, and go:;d yardage, 

laek of preparation and neglecting t o  take advmtage of things 

~ a d e  operat im too expenst. a,  

Another Atmtralihtn type buoket dredge b u i l t  ?y the 
I 

Riadon Company was pat in operation 02 u y ~ e r  Walker's Fork in IS09 

and operated there for several yeare seating v i t h  fair euacrrss but 

later it ;:as taken aparf; and mwed and reSuilt and ~ u t  in operat ion 

in Miller Creek, Yukon T m l t a r y ,  where it continued t o  operate 

q?ith sucoess edch s ~ ~ ,  / c i  c o - / ~ f /  
lato in ?~ugust 1934 the WalYsrts - Park Gold Corporation 

(H,E.  Comben of Seattle, ~ a e h l n ~ f o n , )  put in ow-ation an their 

property on upper mlierBa Fork a new Dredge of mcde a type and 

aonetfwtloa, this dredge continued working u n t i l  cold -ssihcl in 

Hwemker made digging impossibl e. 

Froa inimw~tim that 1 have received from re1 iable 

so:ircea I learned that  the dredqe nork .rag a co~plete siJcceae and 

results obtained ELU regards gold resovery r a e  far beyond the  most 

hopef-tt expecatioas of the managaamf. 



In t h i s  story of sarninq in  *he Eagle Mlntn~ 9ietrict 

we'll in:lude 'hs severe!, FOX& prQ4 lcin7 eraek~ .-djucent t o  

tr i :  utariol; 333 3'0 r t b  oi duly Creeh, a creak 9i"ty ~ l l o i +  t.elm 

Eoundnrp creek I n  1891, t h i s  8tre.n f1-a fnto t 3 c  Yukon R f ver 

t h e  miner3 have ~ ! t ' & n  it Ut? cn z $ ~ b * a t  ,of t h e  fctct t k  t- ?bile pxy 

~ ? r g ~ r e  E-loog t le creek for mitao t h e  F y  found s n e t  flab 

enough t o  offast the Uzkdiz~p of :are  i ? u : ~ I d e i s  and ti-.avy sash tktt 

per ounae at the 014 prioe. 
UA 60 j7 

6 0 - a b  -rim Creek; this creek PIOFLS 1230 E i 6 ~ i m  Cre61; t b t  
gr -& - 

empties into the 'lukm Rfvm fror the left  limit fin:]. 2 1 1 3 , :  

the tmn of Eegla. Psy fmml OR t b t s  crr?ak and w.rked for a. 

bietanao of eight r~21os. The First ainbng on Anetlc~m Creek and 

i t a  trtkutariels dzted bz:ak t o  %€$ill, for the f f r e t  firtcan ye,-.re 

thst f i a t  acme gold &to tees recovered, ths gold is nosrne ,?nd 

hi& @ , h 3  aaPe C?f thf3 beaahoe s3m.g &eria.m Creek f r n i ?  the 

onnym elrht  Ei'lea nhGva'Eagl8 to h~ar? nP 2sae1. fhefsal'c?ya of the 

a i - c ~ k  l a  mirrw snC . . i th atem C l u i i s  Bn losny gRabca. Umh gold 

s!ay yet be recooere& c.7 t h i ~  uprxr atcti~? !#y hydraulfc s~;et.J!rz&of 

mining, 



Tba Iwsr asckioa -hi& includsd the f i r s t  sovec mi!ee 

at- We Iieagle offers poaoiEf l i t h a  for ~uc?7ezsful &ellgins rut ions 

for the reaecim tb-it in t h i s  sarcin asilea t-ke :el3eya of t As orauk 

wide ..-ith a Sepurit of frw fifteen t o  forty feet of  g r g ; v - . l  over- 

layin? i;edrock, - In prospe?tintj har,!t-ofroe so:z6 efthie saction, 

u a r s e  gold har been f6iln:f ;md a d r i l l  teet  . r : ip~t  ?.la : ? w e  I*-:lt;les 

elif f icpet ir .  9U o j:te kt?y fr;et :Zla:.i. 011 of -3 dretige, Gr:ioef is !s~o:> t l y  

",w*c?J ;=;ld t!lesre i e  yard-:.@ Is:$;' en;xl:~h t u R e i p  zi ~frtid;;e ~:;eratlng 

f21r s-~..ny years, A Pine Oein of b i t w i n d i m  caql 13 ctgsf! L h n d  

PO i l l  : t.he iaal problera -. a ~ l d  be e x s i l y  ~ o l v e d .  
b 

ton Alder Gulch; ,?;is e t r e r d  Ilc:s Inta A ~ s r  lo n Srs<ik  frccp @ 
l;ttz ?<rl"t ? ia i t  thirteen 7 . i l o s  2;;3z.f;r33x f r o .  i 82 .  ~coath. Qold ras 

f oun.3 cjs Alder Gulch in l8m. Alder 0:-1ll.:h :I, very r,?~ra-. r . l l a y  kind 

pay s t r u ~ i :  v. a l l  ~orzftried for n.--a\~t m e  t?-?lf .:fils ur- i'rc::tt?e math 

of tlla atrsit~s, rich pry sar immd F ~ E &  In 3 Zgtz: ye lr6. 

gi Co -54 Cloo~edy Foft a$! b e r l o  :n atsalt; 7. h i s  atre::. f l ora  into 

&caerb.Sn Cree2 irj..~ riirtlt T i s i t ;  tdr! mflea  u? Prm; lts rv-trrir; 

f ;i:ln i on Zisecwefy Fsrk in 1 3 3 1  and ex ten:foir upa t r e a  far on:; and 

a L ~ l f  v ~ i l e c .  S s ~ e  a e r y  righ gra.:r,d in f ir:tt mile uy. i:raek now 

pxa~.t . :ssl ly ?ortad out, 
K1 b b - / d l  

3Ue~;ion Creek& t'die; rrtrem flats i n t o  t ha  lukon River 

Creek anci i t s  frik<utarlee prc.rtyectted sow ir. early dxyo :..n.. ci.,rne 

coiuxe gold foi:nd In =-my plvnao ~ c l t  in rtc, 91% -: siiffioisrrtly rioh 
6 0 - / 0 3  

t o  j :~st i& mining +Fth thc s x c ~ p t f m  t h ~ t  cn Tolf  Creek, a strepa 

SZmt flo++rr into  Miesion Craeb frm right Z i r t i l t  f i v e  ~ i l e c  u~ frm 

its mouth, pay rae fusnd sad creek reined for at~c..jt or?-; mile. 

E a t h i n ~  rioh e v - f  f m ~ d  cm t U e  erualc. 



SlWEXWlULE RI'lrER A I D  TRIBUTARIES 

The leventymile River is about 125 miles long from 

its extreme head=atel e t o  .-her:> it floes into the Yukon fro~r, the 

left limit 20 milea Peloar Eagle. This river r h l l e  d i f fer ing  in 

many respeo t.a frm the Fortymile river has on3 thlng In coraman 

pzaoer gold has been f a n d  and rained onmray of its bsrs and benches 

from i t a  mouth upstream for a distsnoe of 75 milee. ,r-7' a,$ 

~ . c r  t 3 - 3 6 - ~  d+ IP @ 

P t i o l p l  gold produuers axe ~ l u n 8  Creek. Alder. Nugpt ,  
KA be M 80 GO-q4/  b r . 5 7  

Barney, Brokenneck Creek and Croo ed &nd Fork Creeks. These creeks 

werg discovered and mined soma as 8srf.y =a 189;d and every year sinoe 

and althcush no Eldoradowas found these creeks 2nd the w i n  river 

h%ve ir, agrregslte produoeb oonsiderable gold in the palet forty  yeare 

an8 7 ill produoe co~siderable  more ))efore t h e y  are oonipletely :sorked 

out,  

The f mer v?.lleye of t h e  Sevcntymile . R i v e r  from the @FALLm - 
t o  mo . th  of river approximately t k i r ty  mileo dlstrznae ideal for 

Credge operertianr provided of aoumes values rnre P ~ * m d  sufficient t o  

sarrr,nt i t s  inta l la t ion  and Bperations. That aatter up t o  !.his time 

has aever been amert~ined.  The valley of the r lver is :z 'AE &long 

the t h i r t y  mi les  stre$cfi 3.n9 re11 rocdecl. Depth of _pr?vef over- 

laying bed8wk frm 15 t o  36 feet snd l a ~ s t l y  tbawed, d ~ t l l  testing 

t h i s  ground I bel ieve  =?oald tie the only prmticsl ray of deter~iin- 

ing  its v?,lue and some t&y I expect t h a t  -111 be wdertaken, Plenty 

of vood or fuel snd tiMer far mtninp wrposes nesr at hand alee 

l i g n i t e  coal appears st a number of plaoes. 

Folrrth of July Creek& t b i s  ares% i e  a trlbutzry of 

Uohlgan Creek th-t f l - o  into t h e  Yukon from t h e  left :h i t  



f i f t y  miles belw Eagle. From a poin t about &en miles up and ex- 

tending upstreale one ;ind one h.%t= ?cile.s, gold in psying ouaatitiea 

was fotlnd in 1894 and every year since that time the creek a d  

benches in thie one ~ n d  one half  wile %re% hae keen nined l y open 

cut  araeline eorager and lastly by hydraulia, oreeks along the Seven- 

tymi l e  River,  in a conglmerate formation two miles l . ide,  t h ~ t  l i es  

about parallel t the Yukon Mver and hae been traced y the vriter 

from a point twenty miles mow Eagle t o  Eirch Creek Rest t o  Cirale 

a distance of nearly two hundred miles. I t  appears that every stream 

that oute through this conglomerate gravel formation ehme erne 

gold, In the gonglomerate a m e  rich eponts have been found. The 

writer believes that t h i s  may be a cor,eSxucticr. 56f .the fanous 

W h i t e  Chann81g of the Klondike district. 



3% 

PAFEFl EUPPLY AND SITES 

During the summer of 1910 and 1911 Qhd United Statee 

Geologioal Survey uonduoted anii investigation of the water supply of 

many creeks in the Posjr#mila d iatr io t ,  aleo at seOeral points  

on the ~ortprnile river. I have personal lmavledge th:tt his qork 

of aater gaugicg was carefully and consoientiouPly done by the 

gaugera and their report 1 ~ w l d  truat as s o u r a t e  and reliable. I 

euppose that  by making aprlioation t o  the Geologiasl Survey at 

WasLington D.O. data nuy be aec-wed as regards the run-off of wa- 

of the r iver  and v3rlous creeks d - z i n g  the years mentioned and I 

be l i eve  i t  -auld be A fa ir  basic of cslculat l@n ss %o aater s~qg11y 

that mey be expeetad. From personal obaerv:-tt i ~ n  extending wer a 

period of thirty-f ive years I oan say t h a t  even in ahat is t ermud 

a dry euaser the volume of water f luving in the main Forty mile 

would furnish abundant power if ?:ny plan was worked out for its use 

in any scheme of hy&ro-.leutrio peer  plan t o  Iurnleh porer t o  oper- 

a te  dredges* There are several exaellsnt loc_;t.ione for pa*sr s i t e s  an 

the main Forty mile below Steel Creek, the Falle ten milee above Steel 

Creek and Hydego Bar Twenty miles ~ W O V ~  Stee l  C ~ t ? k ,  I be l i eve  after 

giving due oo.nsideration t o  these ~ e v e r a l  locations I t  will be found 

that the tdl~ offer the greater advantages belng more central in 

looation, the arouat of power line construoted to  where paver might 

be ueed would be coneiderably lesaened ooer the other two loca&&tans 

mentioned. 

fOSSIBILITIES FOR SUCCE8k3TL DREDGE 21WING ol? THE PORTYULE RIVER. 

Vhile  what le tamed the .lower riverm Steel Creek to  

Fortymile T.T., proepecting and mining in the paet ha8 dieelo~ed 

many rich spots oh that part of the river. I believe that, that part 

of tho river from Steel Creak t o  Chioken  ill be found t o  offer the 

beet opportunit$elr for stmoemful dredge operat ions. 



t Thie aosrpletes the write up of the Fortymile and Eagle 

mining distriote a6 regard0 plaaer alning of the raBt azid present, 

The writer has endeatored to preuent mattere i n  a truthful and 

undel'etandable way and if he Bas oaooeeded in so doing even in a 

modeat degree hw sill fee l  that he has been fully recorngensed for 

the efforts made, 

What of the future? The writer i s  firmly of the opinion 

b a t  the whole of the Fortymile and Eagle mining diatzlota as. 

worthy of eerlous oan8ideratlon and inyeatigation as t o  the poeei- 

b i l l t i e s  i t  offere foa: uueaessful gold dredging if work ie oarried 

along on a large male by inodern rraohinery and methode, due cmoid- 

eration ehould be glren t o  eve- fau$or, bath favorable and unfavor 

able, lf that is  done I have not the least doubt 8s t o  the future 

as regards rueoeseiul gold dmdging i n  many looation6 in the 

Fortysilo and E a g l e  distrisf 8 ,  

T ousa very einoerely, 

John B. Powers 
Ssna%or Fourth Division 

JBP: H 


