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FOREWORD:

In attenpting to write the story of mining develop-
ment in the Fortymile and Eagle distriot I believe ths best
plan would be to say 1 few words by way of introduwtion, oco-
mmencing with t§¢ early day diaoovoriga on the various rivere
and gtreams of the Upper Yukom, showing something of the gradual
migration of the early prospectors from the cocast point of scuth-
eagtern Alagka over the Chilkoot Paga and down the various lakes
and streams that form the .Yukon river, and following along that
Tiver briefly mentiening the blaooo where placer gold was found
and mined by these sarly argonauts along the river bare of the
Uprer Yukon river a$ Cassiar, Indian River and Hootilinqua the
principle places., Then vohturing up the side streams, Sixty-
nilo, Seventymile, and Portymile rivers and cmtinuing down stream
to Circle and the Birah Oreek digginge, commenoing at Fortymile
Y.T. where the main Fortymile river emptiss in the Yukon river
and going up the Yortymile. V¥e will now oonpider the Fortymile
river its various forks and streama that feed into the river

from the view point of the prospector and miner,
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SYROPSIS AND HISTORY OF EARLY DAY MINIRG AND PROSPECTING ON THE
PORTYMILE RIVER ARD IT8 BARS AND LOW BERCHES

Fros an agquaintanoce with pany of the early day pros-
pectors and miners I gained the information that as early as the
year 1883 there was gome few prospsotors ventured up the Forty-
mile river and for many years folloving psospectors in increae-
ing mmbers went into the section of the country, Prospesting
and mining in those early times was confined to the river chamnel
and low bars whén the watex in the river was low enough tO parmit,
8ls80 the low berohes came in for some attention oommencing at Lhe
mouth of the Fortymile river where it Zlows into the Yukon at
Yortymile Y. T. continuing up stream placer gold wae found pract-
ically every wile along the main Portymlle river to where the
North and South Tork join, and up the South Fork and Mosquito
Fork to a place now Imown as the Ingle Oreek Basin approximutely
one hundred and séven miles from Yortymile Y.T.

The method &mployed by thesec early argonautg was in
harmony and in keeping with the times and oonditions preveiling
in a primative oonntry. The plak snd shovel, gold pan, rooker,
and longtom wag the usual equiptment soquired in some instances
where benches came in for attention a few sluloe boxes, a ditoh
or flume taking water from 2 near bty stream wis a aore aubetan—

tial undertaking.

Daring the best yesrs and untll the disocovary of the
Klondike it is eatimeated that from two t0 three hundred men were
engaged in mining along the main Fortymile and South Fork branches

as far up as Chicken Oreek,



-2=

I will briefly mention the places where plaoger gold
wag found in paying quanities and the distance up the river from
Fortymile Y.T, Clintog Creek Riffles 5, Sourdough Island 7,
The Canyon 11, Bear Creekx 13, Log Cabin-Barg 15, AMNatheson
Creek Bar 17, Boundary and Sam.Patoh 33, Mocss Creek Bare
and ‘Bpffles 87, Claghorn Bars and Riffles 30, Biscovery Bar 33,
Smith Creek ‘Riffles 34, Dead Man Riffles 35, GOreen Island Bar
37, TFrenoh Hoe Bar 37, Bonansa Bar and Benoch 38, Jew Bar 39,
-Hugget: Bar 39, Fly Point 40, Twin Oreek Bars 41, B8teel COreek
Bars42, Maiden Bar and “Benohes 43, Flat Creek Bars 45, Five
Mile Island Bars 48, Soourvey Bar 47, Montans Bars 48, O'Brien
'Oreek-Bars 48, munu'-a‘sl. Whselbarrow Bar 53, Carter's
Bar:55, Indian Creek. Bars 57, Wnite Bluff Bar 58, Sourdough
‘Bar 60, Long Bar 63, Hyde Bar 66, Wildcat Riffles €9, Butte
Bar:and Benoh 73,. Uhler Creek Bars and bench 78, Pump Bar 77,
Orenston Bar 78, Cbasia Bar BO, Troublascme Bar and Bemoh 84.
‘Napolecn Bars and Benoh 86, Corksorew Riffles 87, Walker's Fork
‘Bars’ 89, JoRay Bars 83, - Atwater Bars and Benoh 95, Hellgate
Riffles 96, Sterling Bar 97, Gibraltor Bayr 98, Lost Chicken
Bar 99, Ingle Creek Basir’ Taylor Creek Bara 114.

I will now give a brief mentiom of the 8o far known
gold bearing oreaks that flow into the Portymile river oommenoing
with-Olinton {reek and proseeding om up the river to where
the NEarth and South Fork join and- thense up ths S8out: Fork to
¥oaquito York to0 Ingle.Basin; Clinton Creek, putting into the
Fortyaile on the left limit about fiwe miles above Fortymile
some gold found at various pointa on this creek but not guffioient



to pay.
Miokey Creek a little further unp tie xiver and on the

right lim&t a 1ittle showing of gold found mear its mouth but like
Clinton Creek insufficient to be seriously ooneidered ae a likely
oreek for mining.

Bear Orgesk twelve miles up stream from Fortymile and
flowing into the Fortymile from the right limit, this oreek has
been mined scme in thes past years with indifferent auocess, no
big showing having Bver been mads, & few men are mining on this
oreek at the preaseant time,

The Log Cabin Creek, left limit of the Fortymile about
fifteen miles up the river, thig oreekx hus been mined some by a-
fow mon for many years nothing very rioch hasg ever been found on
Log Cabin Oreek.

Brosn and Mathason Oreekg still further up the river
and flowing into Fortymile from the right limit, prospected same
in years past without enoocurédgeing results,

Boundsry and Sam Patoh and Glacier Creeks still fﬁrther
up the river and flowing in from the left limit, placer gold found
on all these oresks at @ifferent looationa but never in paying
quanities.

W+ w-3° Smith Creek pay fpund on this oreek for at least two
miles aleo along its benches bpt rot regarded as rich, several
men now working on this oreek,

W s0-47 Canyea Creek floms into Fortymile from the right &0-455

1imit about thirty seven miles up Zrom Fortymile, Canyon Creek is
quite a oconslderable strsam, the main Oreoi is perhaps twenty miles
long exclugive of its branches, on the main Canycn Cresek there ig a
well defined pny streak, this oreek its entire length is not at all
rioch as regards the gold value to the yardage but I believe when

all the factorg both favorable and unfavorable are taken into



oonsideration that it may be found that this oreek and some of

ite tributaries may be taken in on a plan Oor soheme or big scale
operation and may be profitably mined., Depth of gravel runs from
an average Of slx to eighteen feet to twenty feet to bedrook and
for the mosgt part it 1is unrro;en, in some places it may spread out
to two hundred feet in width, there is a fair supply of water
flowing in Canyon Creek mést every summer and timber for fuel and

mining uses 18 quite easily obtained nearly the entire length of

r o 49 K% Lo-wi, fo- 8%
the oreek; Woods and Camp Creeks tridbutaries of Canyon Creek, both
—_—— —

are gold producers hoxever the gold found at the upper end of Canyon

Creek 18 low grade walued &t the old price of gold fram $12 to $14

per ounce. On Canyom Oreek it appears that the further down the ¢

oreek gold is found the higher grade it is} On Squaw Creek gold ok b0 ST

has been mined for a good many years and a oonsiderable gold has

been taken from that oreek, 18 1is a high grade gold and quite

similar in appearance t0 Jgok Vade Oreek gold wvalued at the old

prioe of gold at $17 per cunce. Two or three men are now mining

on S8quaw Creek and itg tridbutariee.

@Going about two miles up the Fortymile from the mouth

of Canyon we came to another gtream flowing into the river from

the left limit called !ug.{g;t“wh, gold wés disoovered in

Nugget Guloh at about the same time that Bonanza situsted acroes

the river from Nugget Guloh was deing mined for about three claims

length, this oreek was mined many yeiars ago and it was regarded

ag the riohest oreeck for its length Xlowing into the Portymile.

Direotly across the river from the mouth of Nugget Qulch is the
¢t"’J;onanza Par whish aoooxding:to the 0ld mining history of ths Porty-

mile river was 28 big producer for a numbar of years. Praotically

every mile of the main river to where the Fortbh and Bouth Fork meet

and form the main FPortymile and oontinuing up the South Fork and
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Hosquito Fork for a diastance of one hundred and fourteen mlles
placer gold in paying Quanities has been found in the present
river bed and the bars and low benohes. And while in the yeass
when the first discoveries wers made 1882, very much gold has
been recovered from the river bed, barg and low benches and while
perhaps the richest ontn have been found and mined there is yet
in the opinion of the -r1té;, muoh more gold thanm hag heretofore
been taken that may be reoﬁ;erad at 2 eubstantial profit by big
scale mining and operatioh. The early miner working along the Forty-
mile and uaeing the prin#tivo mathods of early times reocovered as
much as $10,000.00 in gold for. cne seagona work.

/ .
Wi w0 -0t Twin Creek bénnhna on left limit of river below Steel

Creek gold diacoverad and good nhowing made on these benches some
years &go, but pow abando#ed.;
Steel Cresk uaning into the Fortymile River on the
right limit, naver proqpooted muoh and no onOOuragtment exospt
et and near its mouthg was mlned yeare ago and rioh pay taken out,
Oontinuing on up the river we come to Flat Oreek, left

o2 -
l1imit, & 1ittls pay taken a74 near the mouth. % boo/a0

6rﬁriin croek, rlocing into the Fortymile from the left
limit, qome gold tcﬁnd at,a nhﬂbor of places along this oresk and
along aome of {ita tributa:iﬁn hut nothing like pay gravel except ~ -

I TS
on nevo!a} small streams that put into Dome Creek, or right limit po-1>1
a t;}but}ry of O'Brien Crilk.

L
J I will nnnt}on thoio streams by name, Little Uillexr w* Lo

(/

pay f?und for two olaip langths froa mouth up.

Gnorgia Gulohj pay ro‘nd t40 olaim lengths from mouth up
Little Johnnie, good’uhowingdpadc &t mouth}

Last ohance, good showing ma&é at mouth and on benohes.

N
!

Resuming our imAginary journey yp the Yortymile river
we pass several small oreeks putiing in from the right and legt

f



limit that came in for some prospecting muny years apo with no
encouracement to the prospeotors. Passing up the South Fork we
reach Butte Creek ocoming in on left limit, this creek has been mined
some at or near the mouth, not rioh.
h 0-39
Unler Creek coming in on right limit & few miles up
from Butte Creek, rich pay taken out at mouth and on bsnches near

Next we oome to Buokskin Creek flowing from the left

limit, never much found on thig oreekx, but on a gwall tribusary

oalledKi 031;, up Buokskin Creek 15 miles, rich snd externsive

pay reported to have been found there during the summer of 1934,

This 45 Pup heads back in a high range of mountains that are called

the Buckgkin range that appears to be highly mineralized and

same day there mRy be some good quarts leads uncovered there,
FSﬁHﬁBﬁ%fﬂEiZn a few milee up from Buskskin Creek, and

flowing into South Fork from left 1limit, gold was dlecovered (n

thete Gulok in 1884 and good pay found about three miles., The Ouloh

is now praotio;lly worked out but it w#as a big producser for quite

a pumber of years., .

e 5°131-Napoleon Creek six miles up river from Franklin Gulch
and flowing into South Fork from right limit, gold discovered there
in 1888 and rioh pay for two claime lengthe, now practleally
worked out.

Passing the mouth of ¥Walkerts Pork ( that oresk I will
bring up later ) and going on up the Scuth Fork we reach the mouth

W o -43
of Dennison Fork, this Dennison Fork is quite a considerable

stream and with its many tributariee drains & big area, a little
proepecting done in that district years ago, but from ite ramoiness
and diffioulties in getting suppliee and no great encouragement
given to prospeotoras, that arca and the area to the east and

South called the Ladue country has been very much pagseéd up

and negleoted by prospectors although everything in the vay
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geology uand gravel Indlocates pogsibilities in the way of vlacer
gold disocoverics when cheapar and easier transportation faoili-
ties are avallable,
Y Moving along the Mosquito Rork above the mouth of
k*w‘f‘;;.DenniBOn Fork we come to Lost Chioken Creek, in 1801 rich pay.\cae
Zhh found on this oreek and on the high benches that lie between Loet
;zE§Chicken and Chioken Creeks. Loet Chioken i1s a short oresk not mare
o than one mile in length, passing along we arrive at the mouth of
Chicken 8reekx(putting into Mosquito Fork from tne left 1imit) gold
was disoovered aff:4in 1896. This oreek and its two tributariss
Mysrs Fork and Sténenouse have produced & lot of gold since the time
of discovery but I believe 1t holde muoh more wexlth, and a carsful
examination of these orecks and nearby atreamg and the valleys of the
Mocquito Fork“from the mouth of the Sennison Fork to Ingle Dasin,
2 distance of six miles might disclose attradtive poasibilities as
a dredge propeeition. Several excellent veins of lignite coal Kx b4. £3
are found on Chlcken Creek and from tests made I belleve thie
would answer tha question of fuel supply insofar us dredge operate
tions might te ooncerned., Dapth of muck and gravel tO bedrock will
run from ten to thirty feet perhaps an aversge of twenty fcet,
in most places the gravel ig frogen. Water for thawlug ocun be
obtained at lov ocost and eonsldering the ~hole matter of dredging
poBaibilities in the Chioken Creek area I believe it m~ould justify
Berious investigatiorn and study.
¢#b°'53 I will now take up Jack wade Crasek, gold was disacvered
on Jack Wade Crzek in 1899 and for tyo years followiny the time of
the discovery thim oreek was o eteady and coasistent produser. I
estimate that one and one half million dollarg in placer gold =wa3z
taken from Jack Wade Creek in the years 1393 to 1803 and avery

year gince time of discovery dovn to present tlas some gold has

been recovered. Pay streak extended zlong the oreek for about



eight milaes the richest seotion being midway bete:wn the enda. Pay
lies in the present valley of the oreeks and on the nesarby benchee,
Gold is nearly all coarse ond nuggets are found frequently
ranging inweight from & penny welght to many ocunces, the largest
ever found on this oreek was valued at & little more than §1,100.
at the old prise of gold. From five to twenty feet of gravel and
muck overlay bedrock in the oreek valley, on some of the benches
thare may be spote where there is thirty fest overlaying bedrook.
fhe gravel is well worn and does not average large in sixe. Water
aupply an average aummer just fair, timber for fuel and =mining
purposes soarce and expengive to odbtein, “t bo-18
Will say a fow watdé desoriptive of the North Fork of
tha Fortymile xiver, this river with innumerable branohes drains
a big area, The main river haa been prospected some in years past

and gold in paying quanities has been found on some of its bars.

No very rioh showing has been made however. On aome of its tri-

K+ o0- ¢4 6073 Lb-65 WA o7 W b0-
butaries namsly Joe ¥ilson, Confederats, Gold Run, Montana, Hutohhi-

W oL :
son, Fish Oreek, Champion and Alleghney Creasks scme pay hag been

found but so fzr 1t must be classed as lor grade and .that saotion
situated aa it is where transportatiom oost are high &nd further
an agoount of shortness of summer working seasomn 1t has up to the
preaent time come in for very little sttention, Insofar as surface
indioatlons and geologic fomation and water supply may be con=-
oerned sverything looks favorable, that soms good pay may yet be
found and mined and 8lg0o there are favorable prospects of lode
mining developments in that district. |
g*sz'lalker'o Fork and tributaries as gold producers.

KL bD-3)
Firgt oomas Poker and Davis Creekg, these two streams only a few

miles in length have their head in & high range near the inter-
national boundary in Cananda and flox westwardly into Alaska and
where these two streams join and continue take the name of Walker's

FPork., Poker and Davia Creeks were disoovered and mined and produced



& oongiderable gold fearl before the Klondike disocovery, and in
Qquite recent years rioh pay was found in the bencheg of these
oreeks, Over the ringe and ofly a few miles dietance in the
Thkonbziffiﬁgry there ars aeveval old produoers, namely, Glaoier
and Miller Creeks, and the upper reaches of the Sixtymile river, -
this district termed the Glacier dietract haa been mined for
forty years and hag produced several millions. A oonssrvative
estimate of the gold producsed om Miller Creek and ths Upper
8ixtymile river in the past ten years I would place at $1,000,000,
wfﬂ Uppar Walker's Fork hag been mined for many years firat
by open cut methodg and later by draglimg soraper and hydraulis
and lagtly by dredge. Late im August 1934 the Walkers Fork Gold
Corporation put in operation on their property a modern type dredge
which continued to operate until extreme aold weathsr suspended
work, Fror reliable sourvces I have learned that the resulte cbtained
were most gratifying and emgeeded the most hopeful expestations of
fho people who put their monsy in the venture. The Walkera York
Corporation have considerable unworked ground extending down to
b’dhorry Creek below the mouth of Cherry Creek and extending on down

the oree nothing such in the way of pay has ever been found ex-

espting in a few spots. A few miles boﬁ?w Cherry Creek and flgwing
Knbo - 92
‘4n from the right limit we reach Twelvenilo Creek. This oreek

flowe parallel to Jaok Wade Cresk, The Twelvemile oreek hag been
broapeotod to a considersble extent but without much enoouragement
%0 the proapsctora.
KX bb /69 .

A fovw uiles down stream we came t0 Liberty Creesk flowing
in from the left limit, thie oreek and its several tributaries drain
& sonaiderable area some prospecting hags been done on thase several
oreeks, gold is found everyshere gravel is encountered but nothing

like real pay has yet been unoovered. Although it is a very likely



locking seotion as regards plaser gold deposits.
Continuing on down stream six nmilee we reach dack Fade (2~

Oreek flowing in from right 1limit. Thie orsek ehoxs a contineocus yy
etreak for more then eight miles, gold wag disoovered on Jack Wede
Creek in 1899, a fair estimate I would place the amount of gold

taken from Jaock Fade Creek in the past thirty-five yeaure at one

and one half miliion dollars and perhaps that much more not yet
recovered, In the valley of the oreek dspth of muck and graval to
bedrock ig from ten to twenty feet and Bbout ten to thirty fset on
the benches Off the creek. Timder for fuel and for mining purposes

scarce and water supply at times nome too good.

History of Dredgisg Operations on the Fortymlle River and on

South York of same up to Present Tiwme,

About 1807 a dredge knowm ag the Davidson Brothers
dredge wag installed and put ir operation at a point known ag
Sourdgogh Island about six miles up the Portywmile rivar from Forty
Nile Y.?. for several years until 1912 thls dredge continued in
operztion every sumsmer until it reached the Oanyon about elaven
miles above Portymile Y.T. where being unable to pass through or
earry on on acsount of the terrific currsent and largs rooks empadsad
further prospeots, the ovner pf the dredge deoided that the cost oOf
¢sking the dredge apart, hauling and re—#asembling same at some other
1likely jpoatbon further up river would entall considsrabls expense
and might mot be justifiadble, &0 dredge was pratically abandoned.
Howaver from several men who worked on the dredge during the years
of ita operation I gained information that the work wag carriead
on at a gubstantial profit of its ow¥ners.

The same year that the Davidson Dredge wag put in oper:tion
another dredge, a small one, was put in operation on the

Yortymile river at the International Boundary 23 miles above,

-3
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Fortymils, working upstresm for several summers until it reached
Hocae Oresk sbout tbree miles from the starting poimt. This dredys
while working in good ground was not a finanoizl suwoess., The
reason of its foilure wag faully agonstruction, unable to move xuoh
gordage.and 1te inadility to save much of the gold from gravels
worked.,

ft111 another dredge was »ut in action about the same
time at PJ;;bgéibes miles on the South Fark of the Fortymile river
about 85 miles from Yortymile Y.T. and four miles delos Franklin,
This dredge was & dipper typd dredge snd had formerly been used
dredging sands and cloaring & channel at the delta of the Fressr
River in British Columbis and vae ontirely unsuvited for work as a
go0ld dredge tc work in heavy gravels and bedrook, only a few days
$rial was suffioient to prove that it was not, and could ever be
made to work satigfsotorlily and make pay, therefore gt wes a
?ailurc.

In the epring of 1910, and Austalian type dredge
built by the Risdon Irom Works of 8Sen Francisco was moved to the
location rhere the diprer type drsdge bad falled and was put'to
work, this Australisn type dredge wag sortinued in operatiop each
gummer until f£all of 1914, and had worked upstream flour miles
‘seaching = point ome half mile delow F;E;gi;éﬁg;iéy where it wag
put into winter quarters, 1ts manager going off to war 1in =hich
he suatained injuriesa th:t caused him to re‘invalidod home, 80 the
dredge wae not agsin put in operation for seven or eight years
and in this time had changed owmership. Starting up under new
management with no preparations having been made in advanos to
.h&ving wood cut and elivered to dredge and no repairs made t0 dredge
or supplies etc. secured in advanoe, meaning th.t in attempting
to operate dredge wascontinually breakingz do~n and loslng fourth

of the valuable time beiny idle, vhile neceesary repalirs were being



mads. One summers rork under these adverse conditions discouraged
ite orners from #aking any further attempt to operate dredge and
while the ground worked over contaimed gocd ﬁ&y, and good yardage,
lack of preparation and neglecting to take adventage of things
made operatlicn too expensi-e.

Another Avstralian type buoket dredge built “y the
Risdon Company was put in operation on upter w;lkcr's Fork in 1909
and operuted there for several years mebting with falr asucsc:ss but
later 1t wag taken apart and mo-ed and reduilt and prut in operation
in Miller Creck, Yukon Territery, where it continued to operate
21th sucoess odch suvmmar,

Kx 6o-/12¢
Late in ‘August 1934 the Walller's Fark Gold Corporation

{(B.C. Co~den of Seattle, Yaghing'on,) put in ooe-ation on their
property on upper Walker's Fork a new Dredge of m:de n type and
oconstfuction, this dradge continued working until cold —esther in
Hovemter made digging impoOssibdble.

From information that I have recelved from rellalle
sougoces I leaxrned that the dredge work wag a complete suocees and
results obtained ag regarda gold racovery wae far beyond the most

hopeful expsctations of the management.
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HISTORY /F THE PLACER GOLD MIWING IM TH¥Y TACGLY MIWING CISTRICT
In this story of minlng in the Eagle MHinins Dietriot
wa?ll in:lude ‘hs seversl <old prod:cing creeée ndjwoznt to
Faple, tha Sgventymile Fi 'r and itz v rioug -ald nroiizines
tri:utaries and Fo rth of July OreeX, s cresk fi7ty milan below
Eagle. “

KA Lo - /0% '
Boundary Cresk; ths ecrly -y srossce’ ora :incevorsd gold

on Loundary creex in 1891, this stre'm flowa into ths Yukon River
at the Internstional boundary i3 milas srove Engle. Attescta at
va:iouﬁ tizes hovs lLeenm made to nmine Boundary Creck, "ut c.ch time
the minera have given {t Wp osn as~ount of the fact th t -hile pay
sppe2re elong t 1s creek for $en miles the pay found ~2s nct rish
encugh to offset the hamdicap of ‘arge LOWdezs #ni h-avy s=gh that
zould bave to e meved to re2ch kedrook bty ordinsry ninine methods.
6-1d taken from this creek 1s coarse nnd high greads gold at $18

per ounce at the ola prioe. '

KA b0 -7
o2k Amerloan Creekj this creek flove into Misslcn Creek thut

cmpﬁ;:; fnto the Yukon River from the left 1imit and jasx -elow

the torn of Fagle. Pay found on this creek and w rked for s
distance of efight milos. The First mining on Ameriezn Creek and
ita trirutaries doted brok t0 1891, for the first fifteen yasre

a corsiderable gold waa taken frow thia orzek ard cvery yesr sinee
thst time gome gold has teen recovered, the gold is noarse ond
high grad . On socme of the Benches along Ameriean Creek fron the
oanyon eight riles arove ‘Eagle to hrad nf creek tha'wal'eys of the
oreck 1g narree snd +~ith atedp tluffs ¢€n muepy Mlaces. Mush gold

way yot be recovered ¢n thls upper sectisn by hydraulic xethndsof

aining.
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The lorer section rhich included the first zoven miles
ar-ofe Eagle offers possirtilitkes for sucze:sful dredgine overations
for the reauim thit in thie eevir milee the 2lleyas of {he oreek ard
wide ~ith a depoelt of frox fifteen to forty feet of griv..l over=-
layins vedrook, ' In prospe-ting har:tofroe somze ofthie sactlon,
soarge gold hag teen found snd 2 drill teat mignt iis Mosr values
guofflctent Yo juztify inat:ilal:on of a dredge. Gravs=l is rmioutly
tkavwed «nd there ie yavrdage ln:p encuzh Lo kesp & dredge onerating
for mny yaars, A {ine fein of Litumincuwa caal 13 ¢lose L a-nd
g0 ih- ! the fuel proolem - culd te exslly wsolved,

¥§ﬁ°ﬂ°A1der Gulch; this strear flois into Am:srino n Creck from
the laft 1imit thirteen 7ilog uocstraixm fro (2¢ =mouth, Qold ras
found un Alder Gulch in 1891, Alder Sulcih a3 very nerrar ¥ -lley ang
pay strewy wall con?ined for arout cne holf uale ur iroxthe mcuth
of ths stream, rich pay #as foumd <nd mired dut in 3 fev ye xsg,.

N po-5¥ Dloovedy Pork of Americ m oreek; !'bis strenm flors into
Ageric.n Creex fros rigbt 1isi€ tern miles u> fros Lts ponth. . Pay
fonni on Nlsegvery Fork ip 1831 and extended upatresm for onc and
a uilf miles, Sone very rinh g:o:ﬁd In firat mile un, Creek now
practiocally =orked out,

Kt b-s0/
Hlaslon Oreek; tals stream flosrs Into ths ¥Wukon River

frow the left 1imit just brlo-the *oryn of Eagls, Hiesion Creek,
frow its head is abou’ 35 milee long awd has wany feeders, Mlsslonm
Cresk ena its tritutartieec progpected sowz ln esrly days -n. zime
gcoarge pold found in many plsoz2e ~ut in no pvle e sufflolently rioch

60-/03
to Justify mining ¢ith the exception that on Wolf Creek, & atrenm

thut flovws into Misglon Creek from right limit five miles upy from
ita mouth, ypay wae found and creek minei for alcot on: mile.

Bothing riok ev'r found on this oTreek.
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SEVERTYMILE RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES

The Beventymile River 1s about 125 miles long from
its extreme headeeters to ~herc it flors into the Yukon from the
left 1imit 20 miles relow Eagle. This river »hile differing in
wany respeots from the Portymile river has ons thing in common
placer gold has been found and mined onmny of its bars and benochea

from 1ts mouth upstream for a distsnce of 76 miles. |, AP
.‘

KR g o3, <
Prioipal gold producers are Flum§’ Creek, Alder, Nugget

Kb~ 59 Lo-9¢ vi-q7
Barney, Brokenneck Creck and Crooked and Fork Crecks. These creeks

waie discovered snd mined soms as eurly eg 1892 and every year since
and althcugh no Eldorado wag found thece ocreeks and the wain river
hive in agrregate produced considersble gold in the past forty years
and = 1}1 produce coresiderable mora_]efore they are ocompletely worked
out . <% 60-20

Phe lovrer valleye of the Severntymile River from the ‘EAEL'
t0 mo th of river approximately thirty mileg distanoe idesl for
drxedge Opératlonu provided of counes values sre found sufficient to
warrant 1ts intallation and sperations. That matter up to this time
bag never been asocert~-ined. The valisy of the river is = Wde slong
the thirty miles stretoh and ¥8ll »ocded. Depth of gravel over-
laying bedgock from 15 to 30 fest and mostly thawed, drkll testing
thia ground I belleve =ould te the only praoctical way of determip=—
ing ite vilus Znd some tdsay I expect that will be undertaken. Plenty
of wood or fuel and tiz¥er for mining purposes near at hand also
lignite coal appears at a number of places.

Powrth of July Creekj thig aresk ie & tributsry of
Miohigun Creek th-t flows into the Yukon from the left limit
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fifty miles below Eagle. From a poin t about een miles up and ex-

- tending upstream one #nd one bhal’® wiles, gold in pIying nuantities
was found in 1894 and every year since that time the creek and
benches in this one and one half mile area has tean mined iy open

out dragline soraper and lastly by hydraulic, oreecks along the Seven-
tymile River, in a conglomerate formation two miles wide, thut lies
about parallel t: the Yukon River and has been traced .y the writer
from a point twenty milec abowe Eagle to BEireh Creek west to Circle

a diletance of nearly two hundred miles. It eaprears that every stream
that cute through this conglomerate gravel formation ahoweg some

gold, in the gonglomerate esome rich epoats have been found. The
writer believas that this may be a conesyucticn 6f .the famous

"Thite Channal® of the Klondike district.
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WATER SUPPLY AND POWER SITES

During the summer of 1910 and 1911 ihé United States
Geologioal Survey conducteéd amd investigakion of the water supply of
many creeks in the Fo;j;nile_diatiiot, also at several points
on the Portymile river., I bave perscnal knmowledge th:t his work
of water gaugircg was carefully and consoientiocudly done by the
gaugere und thelr report 1 =ould trust as acourate and reliable, I
guppoee that by making Aprlication to the Geological Survey at
¥astington D.D. data may be secured as regards the run-off of watare
of the river and various oreeksg d.ring the yeurs mentioned and I |
believe it ~ould be a fair basle of cslculation 28 Lo water supply
that may be expeated. From personal observ-tiocn extending over a
period of thirty-five yeara I can say that even in what is termed
8 dry summer the volume of water flowing in the main Forty mile
would furnish adbundant power if rny plan was worked out for its use
in any scheme of hydro-sleoctrio poxer plan to furnigh power to oper-
ate dredgea, There are several excellent locatione for poxer esites
the main Forty mile below S8teel Creek, the Falls ten miles above Steel
Creek and Hyde's Bar Twenty miles ab%ove Steel Creek, I belisve after
giving due cdnsidoratiop to thess several locatioms it will bte found
that the Falls offer the greater advantages belng more central in
looati on, the amount of power 1line congtructed to where power might
be used would be conelderably legsened over the other two locaftdons
mentioned. _
POSSIBILITIES FOR SUCTEQSFUL DREDGE HINING ON THE FORTYMILE RIVER.

While what §{s termed the ®lower river" 8S8teel Cresk to
Fortymile Y.T., prospecting and mining in the paat has disclosed
many rich spots oh that part of the river. I believe that, that part
of the river from Steel Cresk to Chicken will be found to offer the

best oppcrtunitees for suscessful dredge operat ions.
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t This completes the write up of the Fortymile and Eagls
mining districts as regarda plaser mining of the past and present.
The writer has endeavored to pregent matters in a truthful and
understandable way and 1if he has suococeeded in 80 doing even in a
modest degres hw 6111 feel that he has been fully recompensed for

the efforts mads,

Yhat of the future? The writer ia firmly of the opinion
that the whole of the Fortymile and Eagle mining districts are
worthy of serious oonsideration and investigation as to the posei-
bilities it offera for suscessful gold dredging Af work is oarried
along on & large socale by modern maohinery and nothodg, due congid-
eration should be given to*qyory-taoior, both favorable and unfavor -
able, if that is dore I have not the least doubt as to the future
as regards successful gold dredging in many locations in the

Fortymile and Eagle distriots.

¥ith kindeat regards, I aa

Youms very sincerely,

John B, Powers
Senator Fourth Diviglon

JBP:H



