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30 Novenber 1950 ‘qfﬁrd
MEMORANDUM REPORT
TO: Leo H, Saarela, Commissioner of Mines, Juneau, Alaska
FROM: James A, Williams, Assoclate Mining Engineer, College, Alaska

SU3JECT: Mining Operations ir the Fortymﬁgqhgﬁﬁpriot Fairbanks
Recording Precinct.

The writer made a trip to the Foriymile mining district August 28 to
September 2, 1950, The trip wvas made by personal vehicle, The
purposs was Lo gather data end information on the mining industry in
the Fortymile,

4 total ol Bilztoen ctueraiisra vzre fmma %n be eehive. gaven of walen
were visited, The mmbsr of men actually ensaged in mining in the
Fortymile was twenty-eight, A detalled list of the Fortymile operations
is on a separate sheet included with this report, A tabulation of the
operations by type follows:

Overations No, of Oons, : No, of lden
Dragline-Bulldozer~ 1 5
Hydraulic
Bulldozer-Hydroulic 5 11
Bulldozer 3 8
Hydraulic 2 p
Sniving 1 1
Gold Lode Prospect 1 1
TOPALS 13 28

Mining is definitely on the decrecase in the Portymile district, The
operations become fewer each year. In only one of the operations visited
wvas the operator sufficiently encouraged by Lthe size of the clsanups

to state that things were going well, Only one other operator, besides
the one mentioned above, stated that he was definitely certain that he
would still te mining there again next year. The rest of the miners

that were visited were uncertain of their future activities excent for
one operetor vho stated he was moving into Canada with his outfit next
year,
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The road into Chicken from Tok has reduced the cost of freighting supplies
into the Fortymile somewhat, but other rising expenses have overshadowed
this saving.

Some of the Fortymile miners are going into Canada to teke advantage of .1
the Canadian gold bonus (up to $15 per ounce) and the Canadian allowance 0,9
of a tax-free operation for the first three ysars of any nev mine, b

Leonzrd Stampe of Wade Creeck Dredging Company and also of the Yukon %}

placer Minips Compaiy stated that he was moving the Wade Cresk operation
over the line next Séason, and that the other operations in waich he

had interest are all over there now or will be shortly. Elmo Stout, a
former Fortymile miner, has moved into Canada, Otners have already
made the switch, the writer is told, and still more are seriously
considering it at vresent., According to a recent news release, Canada

intends to reduce the gold bonue somewhat,

The Yortymile is another district that was extremely short of water
this past season. Vith the excention of the operation on Wade Creek,
inare withen’ mrang ware ssvarsly hemumerad by the dry season, ‘
p-3¥
The Logt Chicken Mining Company was never able to make a ¢leanup, ¥. b
The parfners, Rulbewt #d~Pis¥de, spent the summer on the property,
but they might almost as well have bsen in town, They are trying to
mine an apparent channel that runs across Lost Chicken Hill, They had L/«”J:'
a cut nearly complete on the southeast side of the hill last year,
This yesr they started to strip for a cut on the northwest side, but
ran out of water after a few days, and never managed to finish the
stripping, Their ditch is entirely dependent on hillside drainage,
and vhen there is no rain, there is no water, The partners are hoping
to be able to either finance a punping plant to lift water from the
river (about a 400-foot 1ift) or to sell the operation. It appears
that a good paystreak is definitely present, but the water problem is
too great for anyone without capital. I. H. VanHook owns the ground.

Fred and Art.Purdy, were found mining and prospecting on a bench of
Myers Fork, Their creek claims there have been mined out and they have
moved up on a vench, They were prospecting with a nozzle and a gmall

sluicebox, moving it guite often to different places, Vhere it looked
favorable, they would set up a lerger box and push in with the bull-

dozer, They were not finding much pay and were quite discouraged. The
bedrock here is of a very complex nature, It contains cozl, limestone,

hard clay, schist and granite. Ice lenses run throughout the deposit.



The Eraaklinfivivg.empany wes mining in a business-like manner on 2°
Fred Whitehead's ground on Chicken Creek two miles above the Chicken g°

roandhouse, They hed the only dragline in the Fortymile this year and 2%
two bulldozers. The dragline was equinped with a special Omahe light-
weight bucket made of lighter steel than usual and perforated withwmany
holes. It works very efficiently. The bedrock there is a very soft,
sticky, muddy nmaterial that causes much difficulty, but the pay is good,
The partners vere quite satisfied with their cleanups, Frozen gravel

is a problem and held up their progress often, The gravel there is
rather angular and not well sorted, indicating a rather short distance
from the source, A pump was used for returning vater from dovmnstream,
and a nozzle for breaking up the sticky material at the head of the
boxes., The pertners are Howard Bayless and the Roberts brothers, ’}5

W§3};yk§3;§£3m, who owna ground a mile above the Franklin ¥ining Company +\Ua
on Ghicken Creek, was only stripping this year, He hzd a new bulldozer w
and was using it, and vhal water he could obtain, to strip a large
arsa of sround Ior mmth vanw, e o hes frozen e there wy to fifhy
feet deep.

&

The Atweed Mipnine Company, consisting of one man, had been actively J Lo~

mining o bench on StonsHouse Creek, tributary to Chicken Creek, At
the time of the visit, however, he had gone to towmn, so the writer

did not go on ths property. Frank Barrett owns the ground,

Frank Barrett was doing some work on the old Cameron Prospect, a gold

T68e " propdsivion on the face of a bluff overlooking the Mosquito Fork. " o-7
There have been a number of holes dug in the face of the bluff, roughly ﬁiX
outlining a supposed vein, In most of them, a little high-grade has

been found, but it apparently never goes in farther than about six to

ten feet, Time was not baken to meke any atitemph at an examination,

but a good svecimen of the high-grade was picked up and later assayed

at $1035,21 per ton, I there were any milling equipment in the

Tortymile country thet could be used, some exploration hers would

probably be justified,

Ed Johanssegp.was mining on Ingle Cresk this year as ususl., Den Manske,
oy o o A 808 P

Who also has ground on Insle Creek, was not active this year, but
plans to return to the creek next year,

Buck Rosenbush vos reported sniping along the Fortymile River with a

RéX puap and a small sluicebox,

The road from Chicken to Boundary uas complete except between the
South Fork and Walkers Fork where it goes over a hill, The writer's
csr was left at the Alaska Road Cormission's South Fork Camp and a
ride was caught with a freight tractor going over to the other canp
on Walkers Fork al Laessen Field., From there a truck ride was obtained
to Jack Wade where the Wade Creek Dredging Company wes in operation,
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The Wade Creek Dredge has long been inactive and is now partially
buried by & ¥éad construction £ill, It will probably never be used
again, The company is mining with three D-8 bulldozerssand a sluice-
plate, Two men were required as sluicebox tenders because of large
boulders, They were moving a big yardage (approximately 110 yards per
hour) but the manager, Leonard Stampe, said that the pay was too low
and that he was going to move the outfit into Canada next year., He

has interestsz in other wining operations which have already moved across
the border, His Canyon Creek operation was finished and moved early

in the season.

The trip from Wade Creelc over the ridge to Napolean Creek was made on

foot, Vern Weayer was mining there with a small pump and sluicebox. /5
qu»-ul—d/i‘-“—‘ 3 > N . N R - - d 4
He was new in the business and did notv have his boxes pronerly pre- 1¢%

pared, so the writer spent a half-day there with him, helping him fix
up his boxes and make more riffles, He had found a small spot at the
moutn of No, 2 Pup where there were some large nuggebs, but at the time
a® +he wieit, be had onlv ahout €ifteen ounces of them for the summer's
vosk, I3 s mezevhod Sl ho intends o 3ink some holes taere This

winter,

The hike was nade from there back to the Alaska Road Commission South
Fork Camp the fellowing day.

The United States Smelting, Refining and Mining Company has a dredge
on the South Fork, and from year to year they hope to start operating
it, It has been idle for several years, and from the appearance of
present conditions, it can be seen that it will not be in opsration
next year, eilther,

On the way to the Fortymile District, a stop was made at G, B, Mertinls
operation near Richardsom, in the Tenderfoot area. This 1s the property
that received wide publicity last Avugust when Mr., Martin came to Fairbanks
with & reported 2000-ounce cleanup, The ground is owned by oldtimer
Fred Campbell who has been sniplng at it for years without success
because of lack of water at the elavation of the deposit, It is
located on the ridge between the head of Bush Creek, tributery of
Tenderfoot Creek and the head of Hinkley Gulch, tributary to Buckeye
Creek which is tributary to Banner Creek, At the time of the visit,
they were working on their second cut, roving uphill on the Hinkley
Gulch side, They had a resevoir catching water from both Buckeye and
Banner Creeks, and were pumping it from there to the giant at the boxes
with three Diesel-powered pumps in series, a 1ift of 275 feet, They
were pushing in with tuwo of the large Allis~Chalmers HD-19 bulldozers,
Tailings were no problem since the hillside was so steep that the
tailings went dowvn the drain with no trouble, Most of the equipment
wae purchased new for this project, including 2500 feet of 14" to 16"
hydraulic pipe. They were running two shifts with a crew of eight,
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and burning about §130 worth of fuel oil per day in the pumps and bull-
dozers, so the expenses were quite high. Only two cleanups were made
this year, as far as ig known,

The devosit is a residual one, the gold being sharp, brittle, and coarse,
The gravel is angular and is composed of quartz and granite, The

quartz might contain gold in itself, Very little gold was found in
bedrock, The deposit is irregularly shaped and the limits have not

been determined.

G. B, Martin formerly mined on Pedro Creek,

} JAMES A, WILLIAMS
\\,/ Associate Mining Engineer



