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TERRITORY OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT OF M I N E S  
C O L L E G E ,  A L A S K A  

30 Novernber 1950 

TO : Leo He Saa,rela., Commissioner of Mines, Juneau, Al-ska 

E'R0I.I : James A, Willi.ms, Associate Mining Engineer, College, Alaska 

SUB JPCT : I f i n i n  Operations i n  t h e  < ~ & ~ $ g * ~ ~ ; ~ 2 ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Fairbanks 
Reco~ding Precinc-t . 

The wri ter  made a t r i p  t o  t he  Fortymile mining d i s t r i c t  August 28 t o  
Septe~nber 2, 1950. The t r i p  iras made by persoml  vehicle,  The 
ouroose 1.1a.s t o  gcther data  2nd infornat ion on the  mining industry i n  

. , , . . . 
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Liere v i s i t ed*  m e  number of men a c t ~ m l l y  engaged i n  mining i n  t he  
Fgrtyinile vas tx.reilty-eishte A detail.ed l i s t  of the  Fo r tp i i l e  operations 
i s  on a sep3.rate sheet  included with t h i s  repor t .  A t a b d a t i o n  of t he  
operations by type f 01lox.r~ : 

0ne~a . t i  ons o of Onns. 
- - I  '_r__--- 

No. of Men 

Dra,gline-Bulldozer- 1 5 
F y d ~ a , d i c  

Bu.lldozer-Hydr8.d.i~ 5 11 
Bulldozer 3 8 
I-I?Jdra.d-ic 2 2 
Sniping 3. 1 
Gold Lode Prospect L -. 1 -- 

TOT.9LS 13 28 

E4ining i s  de f in i t e ly  on the  decrease i n  t he  Fortymil-e d i s t r i c t .  Tile 
operations become f e ~ i e r  each year. I n  only one of t h e  operations v i s i t ed  
a the  operator s u f f i c i e n t l y  encouraged by the  s i z e  of the  cleanups 
t o  s t a t e  %ha,% things were going well. Only one other operator, besides 
t he  one mentioned above, s t a t e d  t h a t  he was de f in i t e ly  ce r t a in  t h a t  he 
would s t i l l  be mining t he r e  again next year, The r e s t  of t he  miners 
t h a t  iiere v i s i t ed  were uncer ta in  of t h e i r  fu tu re  a c t i v i t i e s  except f o r  
one operator who s t a t ed  he was moving i n t o  Canada with h i s  o u t f i t  next 
year. 



The road i n t o  Chicken from Tol.; has reduced t he  cost  of f re igh t ing  suppl ies  
i n t o  the  Fortymile somel,>rhat, but  other r i s i n g  e:cpenses have overshado~qed 
t h i s  saving. 

Some of t he  Fo r t -p i l e  miners a r e  going i n t o  Canada t o  take advantage of I 
t he  Canaclian gold bonus (up t o  $15 per ounce) and the Canadian a l l o~mnce  ( 5  
of a tax--free operation f o r  t h e  f i r s t  -t'mee y e a s  of any neu mine. b0 
Leonzy$(zrSzape of )Jade Creek Dredghg_c$p;w and a l so  of the w o n  i ~ '  

' r .,, $;lac$rL&~&.i~,~u~E~f;P~y s t a t ah  t h a t  he was moving the i1iad.e Creek operation 
over the l i n e  next season, and t h a t  t h e  other operations i n  vllich he 
hed j.nt,erest a r e  a l l  over the re  nola o r  :.rill. be sho~*t ly ,  Elmo Stout,  a 
former Fortyrdle miner, has moved i n t o  Canada. 0-1;hers have already 
made t he  switch, the  m i t e r  i s  told, and s t i l l  more a r e  ser iously  
considering it a t  present, According t o  a recent news re lease ,  Canada 
intends t o  reduce the  gold bonus some1~111at. 

The Fortymile i s  a.nother d i s t r i c t  t ha t  was e&;reme:Ly shor t  of ~ . ~ a t e r  
- t h i s  a?.s+t sea.son., \Kth the  excq t ion  of t h e  oneration on Vade Creek, 
--,;-na~-c r . r i t ? n ~ - ?  . -  ~ T - " I * - T  -.rc;:~n c ? ~ ~ n ~ a ! _ 7 ~  hnmnerqrj ,077 <he d ~ y  seesgfi, - - 

The Lost Chicken Xn ing  Company was never ab le  t o  lilalce a cleanup. 
b o * 3 #  

, .. ... --.:?''C- ..<.- ,-. . .,. . . 
The ikhtners,  FIulE6PtT"aK6"'Yief&e, spent t h e  sunmer on the  property, 

F$ 
but they might almost a s  ~~re : l l  have been i n  town. They a re  t r y ing  t o  
mine an apparent channel t h a t  runs across Lost Chicken I l i l l ,  They had (,,#*' ,.. 
a cut near ly  conplete on t he  southeast s ide  of the  hill l a s t  year, 
This y e a  Vney s t a r t e d  t o  s t r i p  fo r  a cut  on t h e  northwest s ide ,  but 
ra,n out  of  water a f t e r  a few days, and never managed t o  f i n i sh  t h e  
s t r ipping,  Their d i t ch  i s  en t i r e ly  dependent on h i l l s i d e  drainage, 
and d e n  there  i s  no ra in ,  'there is  no water. The partners a r e  hoping 
t o  be able  'to e i t h e r  finance a pumping p lan t  t o  l i T t  water from the  
r i v e r  (about a 400-foot; l i f t )  or t o  sel.1 t h e  operation. It a-ppears 
t h a t  a good paystreak i s  de f in i t e ly  present, but the  r n t e r  problenl i s  
too p e a t  f o r  anyone without cap i ta l ,  I. R. VanI-Iook arms the  ground, 

I~;me~~slp~b~wII&,;f;.~zx'd~ were found d n i n g  and prospecting on a bench of 
l~iyers Fork. Their creel.; claims there  have been mined out and they heve 
moved up on a bench, They \.rere prospec-tinp with a nozzle and a srma.ll 
sluicebox, moving it qu i t e  of ten t o  di fPerent  plzces, Miere it looked 
favorable, they riould s e t  up a le rger  box and push j.n w2ti1 t he  bul l -  
dozer. They were not finding much pay and Irere qu i te  discouraged. Tlie 
bedroc11 here i s  of a. very conplex natm-e. It contains coel ,  limestone, 
hard clay,  schi:;t and paillite. Ice  lenses run througliout tho deposit. 



The b w & & R ; ; a , u & S ~ D w n r t  7s~s  mining .in a business-li!ce rnanner on 
+.&*-a 

s* 
Fred Miiteheadf s ground on Chicken Creek two miles above t he  Chicken 
roadhouse. They had t h e  only dragline i n  t he  F o r t p i l e  t h i s  year and \L% 
t.c.ro bulldozers. The dragl ine  was equipped t d t h  a spec ia l  Omaha l i g h t -  
weight bucket made of l i g h t e r  s t e e l  than usual  and perforated vrith many 
holes. It works vey7 efr"icient1.y. The bedrock there  i s  EL very s o f t ,  
s t icky,  mu.ddy n a t e r i a l  that causes much d i f f ' i c ~ ~ l t y ,  but t h e  pa-gr i s  sood. 
The partners were qu i te  s a t i s f i e d  \.nth t he i r  cleanups, Frozen gravel  
i s  a problem and held  up zhe i r  progress often,  The gravel there  i s  
ra ther  angular and not t re l l  s o d e d ,  ind ica t ing  a ra ther  sho r t  distance 
from the  s o u c e ,  A p n p  was used f o r  re turning water from dowristrean, 
and a nozzle fo r  breaking up t he  s t i cky  mater ia l  a t  t h e  head of the  
boxes, The per tners  a r e  I-Io~mrd Sayless and the  3oberts  brothers,  

. a  3 
Billyt!:Ielils;, rrho owns ground a mile above the Fra,nkJin :lining Company b o  

'qL> :.<,, *"~<. ~ .$  *w k. *. . , 
on 'Ch.lc?sen Creek, vms only s t r ipp ing  t h i s  ye=. He had a now bulldozer $fh 

and r.ras using i-l, and vrhat $rater he could obtz.i.n, t o  s t r i p  a. l a rge  
--,=- ...- ..-,,-.-.. r- .D,.-. -aC.-~ --3n-,r 7 7  -,- f*rg?n_q CI_IIC:-: .t,hci?s 117 $,o f i . f t y  
&i V U ?i- " - -- . I.. - -* -. - > - - -2 
feet &eel;. 

r v  ine AI;TJQ~Q~. , i ~ j i g i ~ ~ v ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ z ?  consist ing of one man, had. Seen ac-Lively /.Q 6 A . : . . . . .-. :.. ., :.,. < .-., 

mining a bench on  loneh house Creek, t r i b u t a q  t o  Chicken Creelc;, A t  6% 
.the time of the  ,visit, hor.rever, he had gone t o  tol.m, so  'che ~~r r i t ex .  
dicl not go on -Vne property. f i a n : c  Bar re t t  ov - s  the  gro~uzcl. 

Fra-dr Barrekt x.Ias doing some r.rorl: on t h e  o3.d Cz~eron  prosoect, a gold 
- "*i.r:.,.;i..?..+;$::~..*,,< 

.i.,'. :,,..".. ".. ..l--U r>XLn-,i..r. 

lode proposition on the face of a bluff overlooking t h e  biosquito Fork. b 0 - 7  
There have been a number of holes dug i n  t h e  face of t h e  b lu f l ,  roughly $): 
out l in ing a supposed vsi.n. I n  most of them, a l i t t l e  high-gracle has 
been Zound, 'but kt aspa~*ent:~y never goes i n  fa1:the-r than about s ix  t o  
t en  feet, Time Tras not talcen t o  make any a-bJcerimpt at an exani.nat~.on, 
but :a good specimen 02 the  high-grade bras picked up and. l a t e r  assayed 
a-t; $:L035.21 per ton. If t he r e  were any mil l ing  equipment i n  t he  
Fort;ynile country t h z t  could be used, some explora,tion here v~ould 
probably be j u s t i f i ed ,  

;:& J~J~ns.s~c_pPp..was mining on Ingle Cree!: t n i s  yszr a s  usual. Dan i~janske, 
1d10  SO has sound on :Tn?le Creek, ms no t  ac t ive  t h i s  yeL=, but 
plans -Lo r e tu rn  t o  Lhe crse? next y e u ,  

But??: Rose~b~lsh  tms reported sniping along -tho FortPlile S v e r  b r i t h  a r" <l-Fi& lbXXUijE~rr(- ,i:s 

ex puxp end a s;;=l:L sluicebox. 

The road f ron  Chicken t o  Soundary was complete excent bet~.~eei l  tile 
Soutli Fork and Ih.lIcers Fork the-re it goes ove-- a h i l l ,  The ~ . r s i t e r f s  
car 1 . ~ 2 ~  l e f t  a t  t he  Alaska Road Comfiission~s South Fork Camp and a 
r i d e  was caught ?.rit'ii a f re igh t  t r a c t o r  going over t o  t h e  other e3np 
on Walkers Fork a t  Lassen FieLci. Fron t he r e  a tm.c!i r i d e  tras obtained 
t o  Jack Wade where the \Jade Cree!: Dredging Corripang b l z s  i n  onera-tion, 



The lade Creek Dredge has long been inac t ive  and i s  ao1.r p a r t i a l l y  
-A..,d. - - , ~ ~ ~ - ~ 1 4 i ~ i ~ f i * ~ ~ = . - ~ - ~ ~ ~  i~!%dd-e.;. 67, 

buried by a road constructFon f i l l ,  It w i l l  nroba.bly never be used 
again. The oompmy is mining d:th th ree  D-8 bulldozers:;a.nd a s lu ice-  
p la te .  Two men rmre required as  sluice'box tenders because of l a rge  
boulders. They :.rere noving a b ig  yxrdage (approsirnately 110 yards per 
hour) but the m g e r ,  Leonard Stampe, sa id  t h a t  the  pay was too low 
and t h a t  he v8.s goinz t o  raove ike  o u t f i t  i n t o  Camds ne?rL year. He 
has i .n teres ts  i n  other mining operations -,<nicil have alueady ~noved across 
the  border, FIis Canyon Creel; oneration was f inished a.nd moved ea r ly  
i n  the  season, 

The t r i p  from \Jade Creek ovei- the  r idge t o  ?Tapolean Creek I.JL?-s made on 
foot.  Veriz .a*a2, ~ , ~ w . . ~ A ~ ~ - . . . , . . .  lJeaver was mintng there  r:rith a smal.1 p1m9 a d  sluicebox, 
He was new i n  t h e  business and did not hzve his bores properly ?re- 2 ,$66 '  

7'3/ 

pared, so  t he  m i t e r  spent a half-day there  with him, Ilelning him f i x  
up h i s  boxes and make rnore r iff :!~s.  Ke had found. n s ~ d l l  spot at tlze 
nouth of No. 2 Pup ~~rhere  there  were some 1-azge nuggets, but a t  the  time 
?-? t.59 T:.?:-+., '.n 1-1.c.d onJ.7~ sbout f j-f teen ounces of them foY the  s-mixer's 

-- , . ,,--. ..,!? -- . . .  - 4 , .  ~ -,., :-z ::C;-:,:-:-.l;r_y7 -:::.; ::? :--fll;.2.~~?;3 53 .j.??.~ :;C)'iy3 kc1- .i,:1~,:0 5:115 

t.rinter. 

l%e hike Ins rmde from there  back t o  t he  AJ-nska Road Comxission Sou'c'il 
Forlc Camp the foU-oi.rFng dzy,, 

The United S ta tes  Smelting, Refining and >lining C~apany has a &edge 
on the  South Fork, and f~orn  gear t o  year they hope t o  start operating 
it. It has been i d l e  fo r  several  years, .and from thlne appearance or" 
present conditions, it can 'be seen t h a t  it %fi l l  not be i n  operxtion 
next year, e i ther .  

0x1 the  way t o  the  For tyni le  Distrj.ct,  a s top  rms made a-k Cf B. ISmtin's 
h- bfi.N-li.Lr..dC 

operation near FLichardson, i n  the  Tenderfoot area. This 1.s tile properTy 
t h a t  received rside publ ic i ty  l a s t  August when Fk, t Iar t in  came t o  F a i r b n k s  
with a reported 2000-ounce cleanup. The ground i s  ovned by olc l ther  
Fred Campbell who has bcen sniping a t  .tit f o r  years without success i4+sfaaa 
because of I.ac!c of t ~ . t e r  a,t t h e  e levat ion of the  deposit.  It i s  
located on t h e  r idge between the  head of Bush Creek, t r i b u t u y  of 
Tenderfoot (;reel: aild the head of Winkley Gulch, t r ibu ta ry  t o  3uckege 
Creek which i s  t r i bu t a ry  t o  Banner Creek. A t  t he  tkre of t he  v i s i t ,  
they were working on t h e i r  second cut ,  moving uph i l l  on t h e  Kinkley 
Gulch side, They had a r e sevo j .~  catching ~ n t e r  f-rom both Buckeye and 
Banner Creeks, and rrere pumping it from theye t o  t he  giar't a t  t he  boxes 
brit'n t h e e  Diesel-potre-red pumps i n  s e r i e s ,  a l i f t  of 275 fee t .  They 
vere pushing i n  with tvro of the  l a rge  U l i s -Chahes s  HD-19 bulldozers, 
Tail.ing:; were no problem s ince t ne  h i l l s i d e  T.BS so s t eep  t h a t  t h e  
t a i l i n g s  w n t  do~m t h e  drain ~,d.th no trouble.  l4ost of t h e  equiplent 
1 . m ~  purchased new fo r  tixis project ,  including 2500 f e a t  of 14" t o  16" 
hydraulic pipe. They were m ~ i n g  .two s h l f t s  with a crew of eight ,  



aid bmning about $130 >ror'ch of h e 1  oi3. per day i n  the  pumps and b~d.1- 
dozers, so  t he  expenses vere quite high. CKly -two cleanups were made 
t h i s  year, as  fa^ as i s  lmo~rn. 

The deposit i s  a res idua l  one, the gold being sharp, b r i t t l e ,  and coarse, 
The gravel i s  angular m d  i s  cornposed of quar tz  and p a m i t e .  The 
qm.rtz might contain gold i n  i t s e l f .  Very l i t t l e  gold was found in 
bedrock, The deposii  i s  i r r egu l a r l y  shaped and the  limits have not 
been determined. 

G. B. Ehrt in  formerly mined on Pedro Creek. 

\ -J Associate Wining Zngiineer 


