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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF MINES 

(FROM .- Veekly R e p o r t g  0-f --- Gidean A. & e l l )  

Date  o f  - Nov. 12-18, 1944 

BROAD PASS 

Work s t m t e d  S e p t .  27, and f i n i s h e d  O c t .  1'3, 194b. 
The ap;~roxi rna te  c o a t  of  t h e  f i e l d  work at Broad P m s  1 s  $lI~50.00: 
T r e n c h i n  . and sampl ing  c o s t  $3g0.00, surveyi r lg  $180.00 and t h e  
b a l a n o e  8$890.00) was f r e i g h t  and p r o - r a t a  c o s t  of equipment and 
s u p p l i e s .  

T e n t a t i v e  r e s u l t s  o f  work done by  t h e  Bureay at  Broa,d Pass 
a r e :  

96,000 t o n s  Stripping ~oal(Lig~ite) g1  bed, dig 2" s o u t h e r l y ,  
Av. 7 '  overburcl.en. 

go ,  000 

986 ,  000 

L i g n i t e ,  b$ underground mining .  
s o u t h  s i d e  o f  Coal Creek. 

Broad P a s e .  
T o t a l  INDICATED COAL.  

g '  bed, a l o n g  

end of RR I1Y" a t  

The e n t i r e  exes a p p e a r s  t o  be u n d e r l a i n  by one o r  more' 
beds  of  l i g n i t e  g i v i n g  a n  u n l i m i t e d  tonnage  o f  INFERRED l i g n i t e .  
A t  least 2 b e d s  of l i g n i t e  a r e  ind- i .ca ted  and p r o b a b l y  t h r e e  beds.  
D e f i n i t e  data cou ld  no t  be acuui red  as t o  t h e  number of  beds; 
n o t  more t h a n  one bed  c o u l d  b e  r e v e a l e d  i n  any d o z e r  t r e n c h .  The 
s u r v e y i n g  was done by  Brun ton  compass,  h e n c e  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  o n l y  
approx imate .  Qn a c c o u n t  of t h e  d i p s  o f  t h e  beds i t  seems l i k e l y  
thz t  t h e  bed exposed by t h e  work a l o n g  Coal Creek would be t o o  
deep  t o  be  shown by t r e n c h i n g  at t h e  sou thwes t  end of  t h e  a r e a .  
There  appear t o  b e  two b e d s  or, t h e  6oa.1 Creek end, b o t h  of whick- 
a r e  l o w e r ,  s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y ,  thr ,n  t h e  exposure  a,: t h e  southwest; 
end.  The lower  of t h e  two beds  a t  Coal  Creek  y i e l d e d  Z i g n i t i e  
c o a l  i n  2920,  f o r  power equipment used i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  
Mr. Henry S t e v e n s  o p e r a t e d  t h e  mine. He was a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  with 
t h e  C o s t e L l s  Creek p r o p e r t y  b e f o r e  Mr. Dunkle t o o k  i t  over.  

$@stevens  r a n  a 500' e n t r y  southward  i n  t h e  Coal Creek Mine, and 
s t , r t e d  t w o  rooms on t h e  ss,st s i d e  o f  t h e  e n t r y  or, 25i c e n t e r s .  
He p roduced  2000 t o n s  of c o a l  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Contemporaneously,  
S t e v e n s  s t a r t e d  a. s t r i p  mine n e a r  t h e  f o r k s  of Coal  Creek ,  abou t  
2000' from t h e  Coa,l, Creek P o r t a l ,  i n t e n d i n g  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  mine' 
dur l ing  c o l d  weather* and s t r i p  c o a l  d u r i n g  w a r m  wea.'cher. He p ro -  
duced a b o u t  600 t o n s  from t h e  s t r i p u i n g  w a ~ k .  His  o p e r a t i o n s  
ceased f o r  l a c k  of market  f o r  l i g n i t e .  Mr. S t e v e n s  was at Broad 
P a s s  w h i l e  otlr work was i n  p r o g r e s s  and gave Jimmy H u l b e r t  t h e  
h i s t o r y  of t h e  and much i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  l i g n i t e  d e p o s i t s .  



lo coal has been rnLwketed from the Broacl Pass area since 1920, 
presumably because i t  i s  l i g n i t e ,  and b e t t e r  c o a l  f s  a v a i l a b l e .  

No f u r t h e r  work i s  recomrfiended f o r  t he  Broad Pass area. 
Should fu'ture economic cond i . t ions  w a r r a n t  t h e  min ing  of L i g n i t e  
i n  this area,  e x p l o r a t i o n  had bes t  be rnnde b y  d r i l l i n g ,  p re fe rab ly  
c o r e  d r i l l i n g .  F u r t h e r  work by b u l l d o z i n g  and su r face  t r e n c h i n g  
would be expensive, and y i e l d  1 i t t l . e  a .dd i t iona1  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I n  
t h e  s t r i g p i n g  area ,  t h e  rernova,l of overburden would be mas% econorni-- 
c a l l y  done by hydrau l i c  methods. The lignite d i s i n t e g r a t e s  r a p i d l y  
on exposure t o  a i r .  


