
PLIICXR OI!i3RATIOIJS IDPTAROD DISTRICT 1926. 
(Data comgiled with aid Sheperd & Domelley, Flat,  Alaska] 

Address a l l  Flat,  Alaska 

Operator 'Pype o f  Operation No. men /,, ' Creek 
,I ')? ' 

Nor%hern Alaska Dredging Co. Otter Dredge 12 

,] (i , 7 
Riley Inve s trnent C o . 11 

. , .-J 
Peter 1,Tiscovich 1 1 ' 3  " Open cu.t hydraulic 

l i f t  

Jerome 'Clarreu Prospecting 

Elack Open cut a: hydraulic 6 
l i f t  

Barney 77alch Donlin Hydraulic 4 

Harry Stevens 11 Open cut hydraulic 6 
l i f t  

Cecil Barlov t? G, S. 

, ,:I- I 
Salen, Samuelson & ~ohYlson/i'', Granite G. S. 

Jtbstis Johnson I:Tlamte Pup G, S. 1 

Dave Strandberg .f5 " Flat  (Upgrade G. S. 
Assn. ) 

, $ I  
~ l p h a  f.iining c o. 'I 5 Flat (Alpha Assn. ) 
(Gus Xodman, Jimmie Green, G. S. 

bEke Rays, 2: Savage 1 

Flat  ( H i l l  Top) C. S. 

Paul Vobnig ( H i l l  TOP) G- 3. 1 

1Telli.e Beattie Chicken G. S. & flying scraper 15 

Bolarge, Thibault Ec Larhance, V i l l o w  G. S .  8c Hydranlic 3 
,I:$ . />  



PLACER OPEXBTIOTTS IDITAEOD DISTRICT 1926 ( Csnt . f 

Operator / - Creek IJO. men Ty-pe o f  Operation 
j l.) 

Joe Lnrringer '1 ' / Vli l low G. S. 5 
i '? 

Prank S:&ey * I ~ "  tt G. S.  10 
I 

Dehouse & Cassidy' 
u 

.p"' 
Pete Steger 

Bill Burns Sniping 



PJms OH 
1;ZNIiTG ACTIVITY IDITmOD DISTRICT 1926 

Placer production Iditarod District 1925 - $250,000 (Sheperd & 
Donnelley -bank a t  Iditarod).  Of th i s  amount $230,000 was handled 
by the Iditarod bank. They predict a $250,000 production t h i s  year 
i n  spite of adverse weather conditions and consequent water shortage. 

RILEY INKESTEEENT COF:iPANY, Dredge, Otter Creek. !-) ) 7 3 ' / 
Harry Donnelley, Superintendent, Flat,, Blash .  
Number of m e n  employed,- 30. Payroll approximately $2000 per month. 

The deta i l s  of co~s t ruc t ion  of t h i s  dredge were obtained by Nr.  
BZmmler during his v i s i t .  The follov~ing changes have been made: 

A new engine has been instal led and i s  giving very sat is-  
factory results.  Daring the month of July the engine los t  a t o t a l  of 
th i r ty  minutes, rumhg time. Description: 

Type: Znterprise Solid Injection Deisel. 
Rorsepower: 125. 
R P  280 
Digging Speed: 22 buckets per minute. 
Fuel O i l :  42 gallons per hour consumption; cost o f  fuel 

o i l  4.7$ gallon in Seattle,  51$ per gallon l a d e d  at dredge. 

A small size,  I,iodel 190, De Lava1 cream separator has been 
instal led for the purification of lubrication o i l  from the engine base. 
This separator cost; $200 landed at the dredge. This machine i s  driven 
by a small e lec t r ic  motor and removes the carbon, o i l ,  and water from 
the used lubricating o i l .  Previous t o  the ins ta l la t ion  o f  t h i s  machine 
the seasonal consumption of lubricating o i l  was th i r ty  barrels.  Last 
year, due t o  t h i s  method of purification, the consmption was reduced 
t o  eight barrels.  This season the estimated consumption w i l l  be ten 
barrels. Incideatally, t h i s  idea has been passeb on t o  the Itew York 
Alaska Gold Dredging Cornpa-w operating on Bear Creek, Tuluksak Xiver. 
Their transportation problem being seriow-s the reduction i n  the use of 
lubricating o i l  should be an a id  to  the i r  operation. 

An average of s ix  feet  of muck i s  g o d - s l u i c e d  before the 
dredge. The cold water thar,P-ing points are placed f i f teen  feet  between 
centiers as  against ten feet  at the time o f  P,k, y/immlerts v i s i t .  This 
plan was adopted two seasons ago, The cost of the new method averages 
56 per cubic yard. The new method i s  just a s  successful; the pointis 



Placer LILining Iditarod Distr ict  

remain in  the ground a t r i f l e  longer. !I!h 
plished is approximately the same. 30 de 
were  available. 

tai led 

- 

lt o f  tham 8CCOm- 

!s on the thawing f i g u r e  

...A ~- 7vT.r. Harry Donaelley has placed eleven LLU gallon o i l  tanks 
on the h u l l  of the dredge t o  keep the stern out of the water. This 
has postponed the repairing of the hull and allowed contimous opera- 
t ion without the present expense of such remirs.  

The dredge started June 1, this season. A five month season 
i s  expected thuu&h it msy be necessmy t o  shut down early i f  they run 
s3or-t of thawed ground. The shortage of water has hindered the thsw- 
ing operation t h i s  season. The fibare l i f e  o f  the dredge i s  indefinite. 

The dredging ground i s  aueragiq ~r cub i c  yard. 

This cowany started operations on June 1, o f  th is  season 
and have twelve men employed. 91ey 'nave made no r .hm~es in the de- 
t a i l s  of constmction since 3. 7~'Lmler's h tu re  l i f e  o 
the dredge is indefinite. 

min 
wat 
t i o  

red da  
' opera- 

Le dry 
At na: 

Throughout the interlor o f  Alaska b i l l s  season the placer 
In& has suffe 3 t o  t h  season and co it shortage o: 
e r  f o r  placer t i  02s . qy of the pla jited the ope: 
n was idle. 

.. ~ -. 

m e  quer 
ces vi: 



I j,' 

Placer Iilbing Iditasod Distr ict  ,* , 9- pp - -* 
/ \  " 

Dolllin Creek i s  the name glveri to  the head of Crooked Creek, 
a tributary of the ICuskobyirn River. This property i s  located tvrenty 
miles north of the I<usl;okwim by x.Ji~lter t r a i l  along Crooked Creek. 
The t r a i l  is  no t  well adapted Go wJnmer use due t o  the marshy condition 
a long the bariks of  the creek. Locally, Donlin Creek i s  called Crooked. 
Creek from th i s  point. Crookeb Creek i s  nav-ble by poling boats ia 
high water to  the property the est imated distance bx water f r o m  the 
Kuskolnuirn beire f i f t y  miles. Six miles f r o m  the mouth of Crooked 
Creek, Bell Creek flows southwest into Crooked Creek m k k g  a rather 

h large stream. The head o f  Donlin Creek i s  separated by a 10% divide cy from the heed of L i t t l e  Eldorado Creek, a tributary o f  Bonanza Creek, 
vihich flovis i n t o  the Iditarod River, Crooked Creek i s  a tr ibutaq- of 

$' r'; the kuskokxin 2iver eighteen miles below Georgetown. 

F 

'? The valley o f  Crooked Creek extends f r o m  north -f;o s d h .  !i%e 
; mining operations are located abont f i f t y  miles from Flat on the winter , iL 
.,1 t r a i l .  The t r i p  from Flat to the Xaskohiim was made with pack horses 
" vfilich necessitated follovping the ridges over which an excellent summer 

t r a i l  could be constm-cted. The s m e r  t r a i l  from Plat t o  -LIE Kuskokwim 
meets the ICuskokvrim a t  Georgetown. A t  the .time of the Georgetown 
stampede a buckboard was driven over t h i s  t r a i l  under d i f f icul t ies .  
The wheel marks are s t i l l  visible in the moss in  metny places, otherwise 
tile t r a i l  i s  nearly obliterated. 

Barriey IYalsh a;nd EEarry Stevens are the only operators on 
Donlin Creek. Thirteen miles from these properties are  located %he 
Thrift  and the Corona  Quicksilver deposits. 

---- 
Bull. 622 U.S .G .S. pp. 351-353, LWdren. - 

The average mnnbg t h e  for the two properties on D o d i m  
Creek a t  the t h e  of the v i s i t  was three hours i r ~  twenty f m r  due t o  
the shortage of vmter. 

Barney ;Jalsh has a wdrau.lic operation and, under normal 
operation, erilploys f m  men, Two giants are used t o  sluice the benches 
as shown in the accstaparging i l lus t ra t ian ,  The paystreak i s  about 
200 feet  i.n vddth a d  %he distribution of gold rather even. A 120 
foot pressure of i s  available through a ditchwand pipe line. 
The groaad i s  frozen but  no atte11lp-b i s  made t o  thaw. !Phe giants play 
direct ly on the frozen gro.lans, The gold averages $18.95 per crvncs. 
The gold i s  coarse and there are many. s r i l l  nuggets. 



Placer lT5ning Iditarod District 

H a r r y  Stevens had no production for 1925. The entire 
season was spent in developmerrt work. Tlrree miles o f  ditch orrere 
constructed and one mile of flume. A 120 f o o t  pressure i s  maintained, 
There has been l i t t l e  operation this season on account of the dry 
season, The pay streak, so far as hown, averag feet in width. 
The gold i s  coarse and averages $18.00 per ounce rdraulic l i f t  
i s  used. Although the conditions are not ideal 3 hydraulic 
lift the operati %re employed. x men r 

reek. 

There i s  no prospecting this  season on George River o r  
its tributaries. 

According t o  a report received October 1, the Riley Con- 
struction Company Dredge closed down early on account o f  a shortage 
of thawed ground as predicted. 

There have been no new discoveries reported. I t  was rumored 
that some men might go t o  the strike on Ynddy River this  fall .  The 
Alaska Road Colmnission has constructed no new roads t o  aid the dis t r ic t  
this year. !Phe road t o  Iditarod bss been repaired. The tram line from 

; t o  Iditarod has been abandoned ne t i n e  Freight rate 
1 Iditarod t o  F l a t  is $20.00 per From F1 Otter is $10. 
ton. The popalatioo. of I d i t a r o d  W e d  ss than ten. 

:.:ost of the b u i l d  am3 been burned f o r  fuel. 

Flat 
f ron 
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for so1 
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.at t o  
. t o  l e  



- Mining Iditare4 D i s t :  

METHOD OF MINING BEXCH LS CR( 

BARNEY WALSH PROPERTY 

Sluice d: 

CREEK 

Top of Ben 

ngemen 

lev. 16 f e e t  
razen gravel. 



Placer Iir&ng 1dit;asod Distr ict  

On L7illori Creek Bolaage 'Phibanlt and Larhance are using 
a nozzle t o  stack tailZngs. 

/ 

I\ 

Frank IIBnley has just completed a new sixteem mile ditch. 

There i s  a possibili ty that the dredges on Otter Creek 
may move t o  other creeks in the vicinity vtmn they have finished the 
ground they are now working, 


