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VYaldes, Alaska,
January 30th, 1916.

Hr. Edwin Eockern,
Valdez, Aleska.

Dear S1ir:
On your request I have examined a group of claims

owned by Charles H. Wetzler of Valdez, Alaska, and beg to sub-
mit the following report.

LOCATION.
The Wetzler Group consisting of six lode mineral

claims, is situated on Kineral COreek, about five miles

North of Valdez Bay.

PHYSICAL FEATURE.

The seotlion of country traveraed by Mineral Creek

is very mountainocus, rising abruptly from the valley to
an elesvation of approximately five thousand feet. The
valley of Mineral Creek extoending from Valdez Bay to the
property averages about one-half mile in width with a
very low gradient. The elevation of Mineral Creek at
the property does not exoeed two hundred feet above asea
level. Mineral CUreek furnished suffiocient water for
nilling requirements at the mine, and 1f sufficient head
can be obtained farther up, this water could be used for
power purposes. The Gdvernment report states that a few
hundred horse~powsr could be obtained from the Eaast fork

of Minsral Creek.

8SABILITY.

A wagon road extends from the beach to within a
' half-mile of the mine. The actusl condition of this road



in the summer could not be judged at the time of examin-
ation as the ground was covered with enow. :During the
winter monthe transportation would be 1ideal.

There 1a a good shore-front for shipping at the
mouth of Mineral Creek. A wharf whioh was built there
is partially destroyed and would need repairing if eny
heavy freighting should be done.

GEOLOGY .
The geology of the Minsral Oreek section is similar

to that generally found in the Prince Willlam Sound Dia-
triot. The rooks oconsist largely of slates and gray-
wackes. These sedimentary series strike roughly East Weet
and dip at varying angles to the North. These rocks in
many plaoes have been highly altered, forming achigts

and other altered phases of the normal gedimentaries.

This alteration 18 shown on the Wetzler property by the
presence of a wide zone of corushed material, having an

average dip of about forty five degrees North.

ORE SHOWING.

The occurance of gold is very general in the Miner-
al Oreek section whioh containe many properties of consid-
erable promise. The gold ocours free, and agscoizted with
pyrite, in quartz veina. Thessvveins are generally emall
and are in aome oases reported to be very rioh.

On the proﬁerty in question the values are not ocon-
fined to a narrow quartz veiln but ocour in & zone of orush-
ed slate. This zone 1s traversed by a net-work of narrow
quartz stringers making up from ten to twenty per cent of
the entire lode. The width of this sone on the surrace
could not be asoertained on account of snow, but it 1s

said by the owner that it averages forty feet and that it



is traceable for several thousand feet. The undergironrd
work tends to bear out the statement of the omer regar-
ding the eize of the lode, which atatement ia probably
true, but the values of thla property will not depend alone
upon the size of the mineral gons, but upon the amount of

commeroial ore contained in the zone.

FORK DONE.
The ohief work done on the property consistg of two

tunnels driven on the lode from near the botton of Mineral
Oreek on elther side, where the oreek ocuts aoross the min-
eral zone. The tunnel on the East side is about seventy-
five feet léng and that on the Weast about one hundred and
ten feet long. The owner claims that some eurrace work
has been done to trace the continuation of the zonas, but
this oould not be seen.

The ract in both tunnela consiats of orushed slate
with many quarts etringers traversing it in various dir-
sotions. No wallg of a definite or limiting character
were found in this work, and it is probable that no defin-

ite walls exisnt.

Ten samples wore tkken from the tunnels, five from
each. These samples were taken across the full width of
the tunnel at intervals of fifteen feet in Tunnel Number
1, and at intervals of twenty feet in Tunnsl RNumber 3,

#th the exoception of sample Nugber 6, which waa taken
along the tunnel from the entrance to the turn, as this part
oroaacuts the gone of mineralization. The exaot position
of each of the following samples may be seen by referring

to the acoompanying sketoh.



Sample Gold,Ome. . Value per ton.
1l 0.80 $16.00
3 0.38. 7.30
3 0.40 8.00
4 0.10 3.00
b Trace Traoe
e 0.08 1.30
7 0.08 1.80
8 0.84 16.80
9 0.63 13.40
10 Trace Trace
Average value per ton
of all pampleg = — -~ -~ — - - - = $8.53

CQRCLUJIOR.
The limited amount of lnveatigation possible at

the present tims points to the faot that thie property has
promise of beocoming a mine. If the average values of the
mineralised sone prove to be squal to the average value of
the samples taken,I.E.,$8.53 per ton, and if no refractory
elements interfemwith the gold recovery in milling, the
property will make a paying mine.

It is evident that the emall amount of work done
cannot in fairness be taken to represent the average of the
lode, so bafore any definite statements can be made regar-
ding either values, tonnage or amenadility to treatment
of the ore present, a great d=al more work should be done
and other investigatione made.

There are no engineering difficulties to overcome
in provliding for transportation or in preparing for the
mining and milling operations. Before going to thes ex-~
penge of elaborate equipment ten thousand dollars, or fif-
teen thousand dollars, should be inteliigently aspent in
the further exploration of the property, and if this work
proves tonnage and values squal to those indicated in the
present work, the property will be one that can be freely

reocommended as a profitable investment.
Regpectfully submitted,




