
Vades , Alaeka, 
January 30th, 1915. 

Mr, Edwln Eokern, 
Valdez , Alaska . 

Dear Sir:  

On your requa& I have examined a group of claime 

owned by (marlee H. Wetzler of Valdez, Alaeka, and beg t o  sub- 

m i t  the following report. 

LOCATIOI 

The Wetaler Qroup ooneiating of eix lode mineral 

olaine, i s  eituated on Mineral Creek, about f ive milee 

North of Valdes Bay. 

PHYSICAL J'EATURES* 

The eeotion of oountry travereed by Mineral Creek 

is very mountainous, rieing abruptly from the valley t o  

an elevat Ion of approximately f i v e  thousand fee t  . The 

valley of Mineral Creek extending from Valdez Bay t o  the 

property average6 about one-half mile i n  width with a 

very low gradient. The elevation of Mineral Creek at 

the property doee not exoeed two hundred fee t  above aea 
\ 

level. Mineral Creek furniehed euf f ioient water for  

milling requirements at the mine, and i f  suffioient head 

can be obtained fa r the r  up, t h i e  r a t e r  could be ueed f o r  

power purpoeee. The Odvernment report s t a tes  that a few 

hundred horns-power oould be obtained from the Eaet fork 

of Mineral Creek. 

A wagon road extende from the beaoh t o  within a 

half-mile of the mine. The aotual oondition of th ia  road 



in the a;lll~ller oould not be judged at the time of exanin- 

at ion as the  ground wae oovered with anow. - During the 

winter monthe traneportat ion would be ideal. 

There ie a good ahore-front fo r  ehipping at the 

mouth of Mineral Creek. A wharf whioh was buil t  there 

i e  par t ia l ly  dest royed and would need repairing i f  any 

heavy freighting should be done. 

GEOLOGY 

The geology of the Minsral Oreek eeotion i e  eimilar 

t o  t h a t  generally found in the Prinoe W i l l i a m  Sound D i e -  

*riot .  The rooks ooneiet largely of e la tes  and gray- 

waokes . Them sedimentary ser ies  d r i k e  roughly Eaet Ueet 

and dip a t  varying anglee t o  the forth. These rooks i n  

many plaae8 have been highly altered, forming sohiete 

and other d t e r e d  phaeee of the normal sedimentariea. 

Thie a l tera t ion  is  shown on the Wetsler property by the 

prerrenoe of a wide song of orushed material, having an 

average dip of about for ty f i r e  degree8 lor th.  

ORE SHOWING. 

The ooouranoe of gold is very general i n  the Miner- 

a l  dreek saotlon whioh oontaine many properties of coneid- 

erable promiss. The gold oooura free,  and aeeooiated with 

pyrite,  i n  quarts veins. Therevveins are generally small 

and are  in erne oaeee reported t o  be very rioh. 

On the property i n  question the  values are not oon- 

fined t o  a narrow quarts vein lm* ooour i n  a aone of orueh- 

ed elate.  This sone i e  traversed by a net-work of narrow 

quarts atringera making up from ten  t o  twenty per aent of 

the ent i re  lo8e. The width of thie sone on the eur2aoe 

oould not be aaoertained on acoount of anow, but It i e  

a i d  by the owner that  it averages forty fee t  and tha t  It 



i e  t raoeable f o r  several thousand fee t .  The undergtgzmd 

work tende t o  bear ouQ the  etatement of the  owner regar- 

ding the  e l se  of the  lode, whioh statement i e  probably 

t rue ,  but t h e  value of t h i s  property w i l l  not depend alone 

upon the  a i se  of the  mineral zone, but upon the  amount of 

oommeroial ore oontained i n  t h e  zone. 

worn DONE. 
The ohief work done on the property conaiste of two 

tunnel8 driven on the  lode from near the botton of Mineral 

Oreek on e i the r  eide, where the  creek a t e  aoroes the min- 

eral sone. The tunnel on the Eaet side i e  about aeventy- 

f ive  f ee t  l h g  and t ha t  on the  Weet about one hundred and 

ten f e e t  long. The owner olaime tha t  some aurfaoe work 

hae been done t o  t raoe the  oont inuat Ion of t h e  sone, but 

t h i e  oould not be eeen. 

The rook i n  both tunnels oonaiete of oruehed s l a t e  

with many quarts etr ingerr  travereing it in  varioue dir- 

eotlona. Ro walls of a de f in i t e  o r  l imit ing character 

were found i n  t h i e  wprk, and it i e  probable that no def in- 

i t e  ~ a l l s  exis t .  

VALUES. 

Ten eamplee were taken from the  tunnale, f i v e  from 

eaoh. These eaarplee were taken aoroee the  f u l l  width of 

the  tunnel at lntervala of f i f t e e n  f e e t  i n  Tunnel Number 

1, and at intervale  of twenty feet  i n  Tunnel Number 2 ,  

a t h  t h e  sxoeption of ample NNber 6, whioh was taken 

along t h e  tunnel from the  entranoe t o  the  turn, as t h i e  part 

oroseout e t h e  son8 of mineralisat ion. The exact posi t  ion 

of eaoh of the  following eamples may be eeen by referring 

t o  the  acoompanylng sketoh. 



Sample Gold,Ota. , Value per ton. 

0 e80 
0 .36 l 
0.40 
0 010 

Traoe 
0.06 
0.08 
0.84 
0.6a 

Traoe 

$16 0 0 0  
7 .a0 
8 e00 
a .oo 

Traoe 
1 .a0 
1.60 

16 e80 
12 *40 
Traoe 

Average value per ton 
of a l l  esmplea - - - - - - - - - $6.52 

The limited amount of investigation poesible at 

the present time points t o  the faot tha t  t h i e  property has 

promise of beaming a mine. I f  the average valuea of the 

mineralired sono prove t o  be equal t o  the average value of 

the samplee taken,I.E.,$6.58 per ton, and if  no refractory 

elsmente interfext3with the  gold reoovery In milling, the 

property w i l l  make a paying mine. 

It i r  eviaent that  the small amount of work done 

oannot i n  fairneee be taken t o  represent the average of the 

lode, eo before any defini te  etatemente oan be made regar- 

ding e i ther  values, tonnage or amenability t o  treatment 

of the ore preaent, a great deal more work should be done 

and other inveet igat ions made. 

There are no engineering d i f f iou l t i es  t o  overoome 

in  providing for traneportation or  in  preparing fo r  the 

mining and milling operations. Before going t o  the ex- 

penre of elaborate equipment ten f houeand dollars,  or  f 1% 

teen thousand dollars, should be intel l igent ly epent In 

the further exploration of the property, and i f  t h i s  work 

proves tonnage and valuee equal t o  thoee indicated In the 

present work, the propefiy w i l l  be one t h a t  can be freely 

reoommended ae a prof i table  investment. 
Reepeotfully eubmitted, 


