
Notes on Placer Oper&tia;na i n  Porcupine 

Dis t r ic t ,  Skagmy Precinct 

Consolidation has been effected of all placer ground on 

Mc#inley and. Cahoon creeks stnd on Porucpjlre Creek below the mouth o f  

BlcUey Creek, and the resulting m a  i~l ZLOW under the ownership o f  

the Porcupine Mining C o m p a q .  This c o q q  i s  also said t o  have 

acquired the mining equipment formerly in me i n  placer operations 

on Glacier Creek. Mr.  Thos, Oogel of Haines i s  local manager of the 

Represent$a'cives of the comgany have s~~naunced that it i s  

planned t o  e w n d  $100,000 i n  the preparatory work and additional 

equipment necessary for the reamption o f  mining operations on lower 

Polraupine Creek. This preparatbry work is t o  include the construction 

of a high l ine flume, 4 f-ti. by 3 f t .  in cross-section, tkat  w i l l  carry 

walier Pram &kKiri~ey Creek to  n point above the scene o f  proposed placer 

operations on :Porcupine Creek. The t o t a l  length of t h i s  flume i s  t o  

be 8,000 foet.  Its grade i s  to be 0.0 per cent. The construction of 

th is  flume Fnvolves the erection across the gorge o f  hkKinley Creek 

o f  a bridge which, i n  addition t o  carrying the flume, w i l l  serve also 

a8 a viaduct capable o f  supporting t r a f f i c  incident t o  the transporta- 

t i on  o f  supplies, f o r  which a t rac tor  w i l l  be used. The bridge i s  of 



W cantilever type w i t h  an HAH truss of timber construction having a 

upln af 240 feet, The height of the bridge floor above the water of 

WlCinley Creek is 165 feet. 

Water w i l l  be d e l i ~ c r e d  by the high-line flume t o  rt penstock 

' box, f r a m  which pressure pipe lines dl1 deliver- it t o  giants under 
I) 

\ he&a vapSrlne; from 350 fee t  t o  375 feet. Owing t o  the depth of gravel  

and tho light gradient in lower Poraupine Creek hydraulic elevators 

&re t o  be installed, In farmer placer operatiom on Porcupine Creek 

all. the waters of the stream were diverted by a dam, si tuated about a 

, U e  F z w  the month, into a flume, 24 ft. by 6 f t .  la crass-aectim, 

~~h armngeusnt p r m i t t e d  hy-d.raulickhg the gravels tf the stream 

c ~ l . .  Hepeatied floods that carried a w  sections of - b e  diver t ing  

f l .  caused the abandonment of operat iom by t h i s  method. The present 

opemtors believe that aormiderable asations o f  the paystreak: i n  the 

l6wer reaches o f  Porcupine Creek uere lefX by former operators nnder 

the Large diverting fluma and in the ground tI1a.t; was l e f t  in tac t  t o  

protect the fltrme. It i g l  now proposed. t o  firast work out an ancient 
/ 
: channel o f  lower Poruupine Creek that roughly praJLels the present 

channel and. then, by c;Uver"cng the stream M o  the old chamel, render' 

available fir ktydraaliuking: the  present c h m u l  h c l u d h g  the meas 

under and bordering the o l d  diverting flume. Work w w  pmaecuted on 

the program of preliminaq work above outlined during the open season 

/' of 1926, with about. 30 men employed. Two camps were operated, the 

lower, s i tuated a t  qorcuplne City,n near the  m o n t h  o f  Porcupine Creek, 



and the upper, which was established at the old placer camp on the rim 

of the gorge above lower IWCh3.w Creek. Zlhe lower camp served 8 s  a 

barn for mpplLes. Irhr; sawmill which i~r also located at the lower 

asurq), mas put in a o ~ s s i o a ,  artd lumber laas maIstf~t~tured for sere& 

~ . ~ s ,  tn additian t o  a poi-tion o f  that to be used in the constmc- 

tioa of the high-line flume. The  upper mnp provided accomoClatians 

f a r  the crews .that were e w e &  in the erection of the briQe across 

M&ICh&&' Creek gorge, and. in logging and sami11 operations t h t  were 

corxhcted on t b  1pmrxklns;ide above Mc-ey Creek at a pa in t  about a 

half mile aboue its m o n t h .  A t  this place s portable sawail1 outfit 

ras erected and lumber f o r  the tqper sections of the flwne was cut. 

Bxaellent tfmber f o r  Iogging was available on the mou,n.ta,insi.de immediately 

abava the aeawmi1.l Bike. 

lShs portable s&ddl -8 operated by ~ t a t e r  power, t o  provide 

h i o h  m old flume and pipe line I* miles in length and leading from 

upper ~ ~ e y  Creek me overhauled and put i n  aommission. From the 

:bower t8rrixbm.a of this line 460 f e e t  of 10-.inch anll 150 f ea t  of 6-inch 

s tee l  pressure pipe was l a id ,  which delivered water under a head of 

240 feet t o  the Peltion wheel operating the portable sawmill. 

The bridge acroas McKinley Creek gorge was completed and 

~ ~ s e d  f o r  trm~~portafiion o f  mppl ie~t  t o  the upper camp before the en& of 

t h e  season. 

Considerable work was also done on the road md'lirail that 

connects the lower and upper camp8 that enabled the use of horse-drawn 



' ukidu In dragging lumber f r o m  the lower samiI.1 to the Bridge-site 

at NcEintey Creek. En addition to coarse gold, fine gold is said t o  

be present i n  uzmmal quantities in the material t o  be mined on lower 
4; 

Porcupine Creek, It i s  propoaad to make special effortis t o  recover 

the fine gold, Eqerimenta will be made t o  d e t e m b e  the value in this 
4; 

connection of$ h e l l  Fauati jig, one of which is on the ground. 

It is also said that in former operations one of the diffi- 

[ cultiea enoarnterad in sluicing. s s  due to the presence o f  wmetallicsm 
I 
I in qnantlties s e  great as 40 pounds per cubic yard that clogged the 
I 

r i f f l e s  and thm permitted tihe escape of  fine gold, Lt is believed 

that a uonsiderable percentage of the metall ics i s  In the form of 



The pboer ground- on Porrmpb Creek above the m a t h  of 

McICllrtley Cwek is now held by Chestsr Svrow and brother tzxder lease 

ikmn the Cola Nugget M h h g  GO-. The arwa ao controlled embmea 

Operations an thiu ground which have extended over a period 

of I0 y e u s  k ~ e  been on a s m a l l  s&e csnd k v e  been attended by 

mmqy diffiuultiee, including lack o f  mEficient capital .  The property 

was not vistted. 

I&, Snow stiatea tihat a Utah line 4 mhles in length has been 

built; tbti eondtm'ts rater fm Big Grie~tly Creek to the placer g r o u n d ,  

Work dcrne during 1926 aomis-ted of %ooming* operations on 

$he 4th c:l@ located abaut 1 mile above the mouth of  McKinley Creek. 

lZle dam in use for t h i s  work: is provided w i t h  12 gates, delivering 

tlratev under a head of 6 feet.  

The depth of gravel is a d  t o  vary betareen 8 and 12 feet .  

The groduation made was not stated. The t o t a l  expenditures 

cm the property to  date =re given as $60,000, 

There were 6 men employed during the season of 1926. 


