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For:  M r .  B. D. Stewart 

A determined e f f o r t  t o  c r e a t e  a National 
P a r k  embracing Chichagof I s land  seems t o  b e  under 
way. The proponents of t h i s  f a n t a s t i c  scheme 
seem t o  be wholly without information rega rd ing  
t h e  r e s o u r c e s  of t h i s  i s l a n d .  The o n l y  e f f e c t i v e  
way t o  meet t h e  proposal  i s  t o  supp ly  t h e  s e v e r a l  
Departments and t h e  Pres ident  w i t h  a s tatement  of 
t h e  r e s o u r c e s ,  b o t h  developed and p o t e n t i a l ,  of t h e  
area involved. 

Mr. Heintzleman i s  asselfibling data  on 
t h e  area, coast l i n e ,  roads and t r a i l s ,  water  power 
and t i n b e r  r e sources .  Will you p lease  prepare a 
memorandum showing t h e  mineral resources ,  inc lud ing ,  
if p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  p a s t  mineral production of t h e  a r e a  
with r e f e r e n c e  t o  any Geol.ogfcal Survey r e p o r t s  t h a t  
conta in  r e fe rences  to  the  i s l and?  

Govern ar 



Juneau, Alaska, bfarch 23, 1931. BDS/$ 

Eonorable George A. Parks, 
Governor of Alaska, 
Junoau, Alaska. 

liy clear G~vernor: 

In response t o  ywr mqaeet of &$arch 6, 1931 

there is irrclosed herewith. a rnemoraJldum on ntinerebl 3:e- 

smrces of Chichagof 1 ola111.1. 

Very truly yours, 

Be D. STEWART, 
Supervising h1inin.g Xrgineer, 



~ O l 3 A l E U M  ON TEE MIlQJlAL RESOUECES OF CBLCHAGOP ISLAM) 
r"" - " 

The knom m e t a l l i c  mineral resources o f  Cldchagof Island 

include dapssi t s  of  gold-bearing quartz, nickeliforous ores, and ores 

of copper. The principal known non-metallic* mineral is gypam, 

The total value of the  mineral product ion o f  the Islarid 

t o  date mounts t o  a sum in excesa o f  $16,000,000, o f  v~hich amount , J " ~  
approximately $2,600,000 represents the value of  g y p a m  mined at +J 

Iyoukean Cove on the east coast  and the balrmce that of  the output 

of gold fitom lnlrles on the west coast. 

The general geologic conditions wldsr which the product ive 

gold-bearing quartz deposits of Chichagof Island occur are in m a n y  

essential respects strikiwgly similar t o  t hose  Pound i n  the  *%other 

Lode" secl;ican of  C a l i f o r n i a .  Favorable geol.ogic condit ions of 

similar t y p e  are h o r n  t o  exi9t i n  maqy seoLboraa of the  i n t e r i o r  of 

the I s l a n d ,  which, &ti the prosent time, are difPimY."t;of: Eacceva on 

a o e o w t  of the w e d  nature of the topography and the l a c k  o f  trails 

m.d ruhich have therefore been but slightly prospectod, As pmspe~t-  

i ng  proceeds in these seations, however, %ha discovery of tx ldi t iom~l  

gold minea is well  within the p r o b a b i l f t i e s ,  and prospeeting opera- 

t ions should receive every posaib le  encouragme~~l;, 

The recorded pr~duct ion  o f  gold has abb been derived from 

the  operation of three minea t ha t  are situated wilihin the belt of 

rocks bordering t h e  west coast of  the Island t h a t  i s  rendered easily 



wcessible by water traneportation, These three mines are well 

equlpped and their development represents a capital expenditure o f  
b3' 

LS' 

several million dollars, One of: them 18 the Chiclmgoff Mim, whish 1s bd 

one of %he most f'amou~l high-grade gold  mir~es on the Pacific Cosat;. 

The gypsum deposits  at Iyoukeen Cove provided 'for imny years - 
the raw material from *ich rnas mamtfaotured m o u t  of the plaster ,++ 1 i 

J "D 

products used on the Pacific Coast of the  United Sta tes ,  Addit lomb 

depusi t s  of gypsum are now under development at lyoukeen Cove, 

D€?pos i t~  of nicksliferoua ores cmcus on the west coast 

about midway betmeen the gold-mining camp of Chichagof md the north 14 
end of the Island, and also  in the  vicini ty of TeeLafeee on the e a s t  p!6 

,Id / a  

coast, These deposits have been only slightly explored and t h u l r  

extent has not been determined, The type o f  this ore is srirnilar to 

that of the ores  mined at Sudbrory, Ontario, C m d a  and the depos i t s  

merit; further dejveloprnent , 

Ores of copper a m  known t o  occur near the head of  Pinta 

B a y  i n  Tor t lock  Harbor. O a l g  a a m l l  amount of development work has 

been done on the deposits  and their extent is not b o r n ,  

Generally speaking, it may be said that known geologie con- 

ditions Dn Chichagof Island are more favorable for the ocmrrence o f  

valuable mineral deposi ts  than on any other  of the large islands of 

the Abexandar Archipelago, with the poss ible  exception of Prince 
. - .. 

of '.?ale8 Island, which is mch Larger. 



A complete geologic sarvtny of the Ia lmd ha8 never been 

made, the investigations by the Geological Survey having been con- 

f ined to the coas ta l  strips. Descriptions of  the r e s a l t s  of  such 

investigations a3 kave been made by the Survey are to be found in 

.the follovi,n,-  ;?ubiishcd bulletins: 

U, S. Ge01. Survey Bull. No, 259, Billera1 Eeaources of 

hlaska, 1905, pp. 55-58. 

U. S ,  Gool. Survey Bull. Bo, 314, Mineral Besources of 

Alaska, 1907, pp. 59-61. 

9, S .  Cecl, ~ U Y ~ J @ ~ T  2~11. 30. 347, I,!inf?ml. RCBOUYCSS of 

Alaska, 1908, pp. 38-43, 

U *  S. Oeo:L. Survey Bull. No. 504, The Sitka &lining District, 

Alaska, by Adolf Knopf. 

U. 3. Geol, Survey 31111. No. 692, Xiaeral Resources of 

Alaska, 1917, pp. 91-136; "Geology and Einere l  Resources of the Pieat 

Coaat of  Chichagof Island," by 8, M. Overbcck (with map), 

U .  S. Geol. Survey Ihr lL .  No. 773, Mineral Bssoarces of 

Alaska, 1923, pp. 107-109; *Tnvestigations in Sontheastern Alaska,'? 

by A ,  I?. Buddington (with map). 

U. S.  Geol. Survey Bcill. So. 800, pp. 971-373; wCsolow and 

lblineral Deposi t a  of Southeastern Alaskr~,'' by A. F. Buddington a d  

Theodore Chapin (with maps). 


