
The eonntry known as the Kutsina m i n e n i l  distr ic t  embracer 
a won which contains the watershed of the Kotsina River an3 its 
t r i b u M e s .  There are semral ws of 
iogress to  the distric.&; one is by nery 
of Strelna across the range and down Rock 
Creek; and another by way of the mka- 
lapa valley, across the mnge and down 
R o a r i n g  Creek. S t i l l  another As by w q  
of E l l i o t  Creek, across the range and dorm 
Copper Creek. A l l  of these routes nsoes- 
sitate the crossing of  high divides of 

recently constructed a winter 
trail from Strelna to  the 

gotsipa rhich is bfidged b.g a anble saspension bridge near the mmtb 
of Cow Creek. The distr ic t  msy also be entered by crossing the Copp 
River at the mmkh of Horse Creek and following a pack t r a i l  which 
aerves the entire water shed of the Katsina vslley, 

A l l  trails which must be traversed in reaching the mineral 
fssd ureu are from 20 to  30 miles in length. The dis t r ic t  is dealt 
with eibmstively by Moffit and Ebrtie in U. S. G. S. Billetin 745. 

Three types of mineralL8atim occur throughout the region 
First, as disseminations and blebea of copper, both native and sul- 
phide in the Bicolai greenstone. Second, massive aalphides and car- 
bonates of copper in the chitistarae limegtone a t  points of fracture, 



mfi, gold .ad silmr beering mineral. in the -0- 
gnrnitic intrttsims. 

So far no ore body of a commercial s i re  
has been disclosed although considersble 
exploratbry work has been dons. Patently, 
the mineraIil;ation occur8 along fracture 
planes and a t  places o f  major movements. 
It bas been demonstrated by development 
tbat the Chitistme limestone i s  the 
most favorable o f  the formstion for the 
deposition of copper ores. 

At the present time a 
mmber of groups of claim are 
being held bat; only one group in 
under active developtent. The 
Alaska Pioneer Copper Compeny, 
o t h e d a e  h o r n  as the H u r l o C k  

<\LV rv sv Y;\U .\{ bd\%. 
ment of a gtmp of claims on 
Copper  reek. 

/ 
I 

I Shoald an orebdy of cmrc i s l  sine be discovered, the 
pmlbIm of tmsports t ion would be a ~~t isme as the nsaree I 

I 
I 

point of the Copper River 6; Northwestern Railroad is m3.y 20 miles 



THE &mIW PilOSPECT, . 

, 
$ COPPER CREEK, KOTSINA DISTRICT, 

Examined July, 1926 
by J. Q. Shepard. 

The RUhin  Claim i s  situlsbted on the west side o f  Copper 

Creek at an elevation of 3600 feet;. A t  this paint; a bed of chiti- 

stone limestone i s  thrust up between the Nicolai greenstone and the 

shales, 

A good double ender road has been built by the Alaska 

Pioneer Copper Company from its cmnp on Kotsina River to within a few 

yards of the showings. 

The showsrilags consist o f  mineralieed fractures in the lime- 

stone on which opencats and shar€ tunnels hime been made. This work 

was a l l  in 4dm nature o f  assessment requirements and no serious &titempt 

has been made t o  develop khe showings. 

The minerals consist of boPnite, azurite and malachite, 

more or less massive, mfth bornite the predominant mineral. 





Tm AIASHA PIOIEER COPPER CO., 

1p COPPER CEEZK, KOTSINB DISTRICT, 
 lo' 

The Alaska Pioneer Gopper Company, otherwise known as the 

Eurlock Syndicate, i s  developing' a group of claims on the west side 

o f  Copper Creak, adjoining the 1:fIin group. These claims cover the 

bed o f  chitistone limest-one and the greenstone contact which i s  

present at that point. 

14 men were ernplapd during the summer of 1926. 12 men at 

the main camp and 2 men doing assessment work on outside claims. 6 

men were emplayed driving a crosscnt twmel which was designed t o  cut 

the same set of fractures which the U l i n  showings expose. The 

tunnel was 165 feet  long at time of v i s i t  with 275 feet yet t o  be 

driven. It is planned t o  sink 300 feet of shaft during the following 

year. The claims 'being developeb are bonded from Adolph BmmEan, a 

pioneer prospector of the dis t r ic t .  



TKE SILVER STAR PROSPECT, 

KOFSTNB DISTRIW, 
4 'b 
3 Chitina Precinct. 

, L\ 
\ Examined by J. C. Shepard, 

J-9 1926. 

The Silver Star prospeut is  located high on the mountain 

above the Kotaina River a short distance upstream from the mouth of 

Bock Creek. 

The showrings are mineralized veins occugying fault aones in 

the Strelna formation a few hmdred yards west o f  the contact of a 

gfaaodiorite mass. A t  surface the veins are quartz, rnineraliaed with 

galena, baGte, a;nd te t rshdri te .  Assays of 700 ounces of silver t o  

the ton have been obtained. 

2wo short tunnels have been driven on the property. One i s  

about 275 feet long and follows a fault plane. The upger tunnel was 

caved at the time of visit .  This outcrop shows a width of 30 inches o f  

mineralszed vein. Insufficient work has been done on the exposures t o  

m m a t a l y  determine the dips and strikes of the different showings s o  jh4- f -  

%heir relations tr, one another may be definitely deterniined. Some 

post, mineral faulting is urdmbtedly present which w i l l  have a bearing 

on mtme development. It is planned by the omers, Finnesand and 

Breedman, t o  stnk a short distance on the upper showing. 
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TIE IRON DYKE, 

KQTSINR DLSTRIMI, 

Ghit ina Precinct. 

Exmined July, 1926 
by 3. G. Sheprd. 

The Iron Dyke prospect i s  sitnated about midway between 

the Silver Star showings and the Kotsina River. The prospect con- 

s ists  of a dioritio dyke In the Strelna formation which is mineral- 

ized w i t h  pyrite. Assays show traces of gold and silver. 



THE: CANNING PROPERTY, 

Examined July, X926 
by 3. G. Shepard. 

The Canning prospe~t is situated about 12 miles f r o m  

Strelna on Benito Creek. It m y  be reached by following the Hub- 

bard Elliot trail to Cow Creek and then fo11otllFimg a branch t r a i l  

used by C a m h g .  

The showings consist o f  quartz veins from which the over- 

burden has been ground sluiced awag in places. The pr incipl  vein 

has deen traced by shallow pits f o r  a distance of  600 feet and shows 

an average width o f  5Q inches. &%etalie minerals are pyrite, chalco- 

pyrLt0, arsenopyrite and free gold, The vein stands vertically in 

cmmtry rocks of diorite aslct basalt. 

This prospect i s  notable for the fact that et discovery of 

high grade gold ore from whfch a4 assay of $225,000 per ton was made. 

A few hundred pounds of t h i s  ore was taken from a shwl~ow pit, Free 

gold hand spechens are not ancornon, but the gold is not evenly dis- 

tributed through the quartz. Insufficient work has been done on the 

vein to determine its true value. 





THE PANDORA PROSPECT, 

KWSIWA RIVER, 

The Pandora group of c lam lies along the granodiorite 

contacrt a ahort distance east o f  the S i lver  Star  group. The showings 

consist o f  stringers of  azurite a d  baGte whioh vary in width from 

an inch t o  8 imhes. No development work b s  been done on the show- 

ings. Assays show values of  12 ounces of silver and traces of gold  

per ton. 


