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Mr. B.D. Stewart, Commissioner of Wines 
l e r r i  t o r i a l  Department d Minee 

Dem Mr. St  @war.% a 

Gold Placere a f  l i r t h  River -- 
Yukon T e r r i t m .  Canada 

Encloaed i s  s short  report on the Gold Placers of the EYrth 
Xiver, YukolJ Territory,  Canada. The information and  description^ cob 
ta;ined' i n  the r q o r t  were ab tdned from &. Lon Phi lpot t ,  a ;prospector 
from the, Firth a v e r ,  current ly i n  FeArbanks purchasing supplies and 
equipment which w i l l  be shipped to the Birth River when he returns there 
i n  the next few days. 

Mr. FWlpott doeu not claim t o  be arr experienced p ~ b s p g ~ t o r  
nor doe8 he profess to  h o w  anything about geology. The report has been 
pieced together from infowat&an that he w a s  able to give t o  m-e. The 
attached ske tchea crudly p ic ture  howthe deposits occnr, 'Phese sketches 
wero made primarily from a word description ad-?some human in t e res t  
pho togrc~lphs . 

Last summer Mr. Fhi lpot t  mede a t r i p  up theFirth River and 
crossed the boardedtinto &aslca. He seemed qui te  impressed. with what he 
fad there but would not volunteer any i~lformation. IIe said that  he would 
not return t o  the Alaska side of the boarder unt i l  the land was opened to 
public ontry. Eovever, he intends t o  go as soon as he can a tp i r e  mining 
claims that would not be contested by the U.S. Go.vernment. 

I t  i s  hoped tha t  the enclosed report w i l l  supolernent, i n  a small 
weg, t h o  information that  you now have on the F i r th  River i n  the Juneau 
Off i ce .  

Encl . 



GOLD PLACEIS OF THE R'IRTH RIVIB 
YUKON !E!3BRITORY C L W A *  

The gold 2lacer. s t r i k e  on the E'irth River i s  reported t o  be i n  

tho region of the Iiichmdeon and. B r i t i s h  Mountains, Yukon Terr i tory,  

Canada, approximately t h i r t y  miles from the Naska  - Yukon Terr i tory 

Bo~zndarr, and apsroxiruately t h i r t y  mf:!.es from the shore of the 

Beauford Sea. Gold has been found over an a r e a  a~proximately t h i r t y  

miles :Ln length extending upstream from where the F i r t h   rive^ leaves the 

Richardson Mountaine and enters- the Arctic Costal p l a i n  5nto tho Br i t i sh  

Mountains t o  the south. The Yirth River, i n  this a rea ,  i s  entrenched 

fo r ty  t o  one hundred feet i n  the bedrock of the old val ley f loo r  forming 

a canyon, averaging approximately one hundred f i f t y  feet i n  width, with 

almost v e r t i c a l  w a l l s ,  ! b e  river is quite turbulent along i t s  course 

through t h i s  canyon, md. during sunraer monthscannot be forded nor i s  i t  

safe  to  t r ave l  on with small boat o r  canoe. During the summer the area 

i s  frraversed on foot,by staying on one a i d e  of the river or the other, 

along the old valley f l o o r  or on the h i l l s i d e  slopes. Daring the winter 

dog teams t rave l  over the r i v e r  ice .  At the present time prospectors 

and miners a re  entering the area from Bklavik, on the Mackenzie River, 

and from Herschel on Herschel Island, Royal Canadian Police are  station- 

ed a t  'both these emall communities. 

The old val ley f loor ,nfn which the F i r th  River i s  now entrenched, 

i s  s e v e r d  hunbed to  several  thousand f e e t  wide. I'he alluviua i s  four 

t o  eight f e e t  deep along the top o f  the canyon which, forms the banks of 

the *resent stream. Considerable coarse  s l ide  r o o k  i s  found, i n  places ,  

* Ccnpiled frorn iriformation furnished by Lon Ph i lpo t t ,  pros?ector  from 
F i r t h  River, during a conversation with Bruce I .  Thomas of the 
le : r r i to r ia l  Department o f  Mines, Fai~:banks, A l a s k ~  



near the rnwgins o f  the val ley walls at a d  near the h i l l s i d e  slopes. 

The gravel i s  medium s i ze ,  germanently frozen, and covered with a th in  

veneer of muck and tunhra. Placer gold has 'been found on bedrock nea2 

the edge and along the top of the present caayon. IChe gold i s  r q o r t e d  

t o  be about the s ize  of s m a l l  r i ce  grains ,  with occ~ss iona l  pieces &out 

the s i ze  and ~ h a p e  of flakes of  o a t  meal. It  i s  bright i n  color and 

ap:pears to have a fineness of about 900. The gravel near bedrock, 

where gold is found, contaiss a small amount of clay or  sed:lment, but 

the uyper gravels a r e  qui te  e l em,  

Gold has been panned %om the bars along the present r ive r  
6 

course. Z?he confinment of ther iver ,  i n  i t s  narrow entrenched course, , 

precludes access t o  the bare except during very low stsges of water. 

Placer claime a re  being staked along both sides o f  the P i r th  

River. The claims extend from the top of the caryon r i m  t o  the tee  of 

the h i l l s i d e  slopes. 

Some timber ia found d o n g  the Pir th  Valley near the north- 

ern s e o t i ~ n  ofthe present known gold be l t .  Thin tiinber i s  sui table  

fo r  fue l  and the construction of small log cabins. At the present time 

t h e ~ a r e  several cabins along th i s  section o f  the r ive r  that  were b u i l t  

msmy years ago. 

At various places along the t o g  o f  the rim of the canyon an 

occassionaJ. o ld  s luice box i s  found. These s lu ice  boxes a r e  made from 

whiPflsawed ltlmber and d s o  from boaxds hewed by hand. The evidence of 

old v~hipsaw p i t s  are also found. It; has been reported that two eskimos, 

from Eerschel. Island, used some of these old s luice boxes during the 

sumner of 1947 fusr sluicing gravel mined from the r i m  o f  the cznyon. 

The boxes were se t  near ths edge of water and the grmsl nacked t o  thorn 

i n  five gallon bnckets down the stee? cav.ron slope. Apyroximately $10.00 

worth o f  gold a cby was recovered by t h i s  method. 



The fo l lowing  sketches were made by Bruce Thomas f r o m  a 

word descr ipt ion as given by Lon Philpott and should not be construed 

a a t m e  picture of any given location.  They only illustrate the nature 

and o c m e n c o  of the placer deposit13 as described t o  t h e  author. 

Bruce I. Thomas 
Associate Mining Engineer 
Territorial Department of Mines 
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Firth River Gold 
Claims Staked 30 

On Firth River had 
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vilr prospector Of 20 years' stand- 
Nels Akla- ing only one passenger, is going 

ha8 been along the Mackenzie, 
Nahanni and Arctic coast for 15 

About half of the claims have 
staked by Eslrimos from 

Akiav~lc and the surrounding area. 

Philpott, who owns 32 clain~s 

1 

steadlly during daylight hours ' 
ing, and reprinted in the Dawson taking in 

in the area came in to get sup- ' 
' ' 
' ' Weekly News. 

'Iacer findings the  will 
plies, which he intends to fly from 
here by charter plane. 

"IJ1l never have to listen for the 
Mr. Leland is hoping the field 

mean the rich end of the 
whistle again," is the way he ex- 
pressed his faith in achieving a 
fortune from the new strike. 

Philpott, who served with the 
armed forces during World War 
I1 first heard of the possibilities 
of the area from an old prospec- 
tor, Dan McKinnon, while he was 
working for the Arctic Contrac- 
tors a t  the Barrow project. 

Becoming interested in the,  
strike, he went over to investi- 
gate for himself, with the result 
that  he is confident that he has 
made his fortune. 

River* Of 

lavikl have to the ex- 
tent that scores of Canadians 
have made a late season rush t o  
the a rea -  and have staked claims 
for over 30 miles along both sides 
of the river. 

1,eland reported that  samples of 
the gold reaching Aklavik have 
the whole population excited and 
even waitresses from the restaur- 
ants are trying to get  to the 
c l a m  sites. 

"There seelns to be plenty of 
gold there," Mr. Leland said. "I 
have seen nuggets the size 1 of 
peas and in' somc places several 

gold trail that  has led men over,  ' ' 
the northern wastes for years. / , ---- 
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dollars worth of gold dust can 
be panned in oqe swish of a fry- 
ing pan." 

I11 health forced Mr. Leland to 
leave Aklavik a t  the s tar t  of the 
rush, but he has staked claims 
by proxy and received first hand 
reports of the progress of the 
area before he left Aklavik. 

Z'he list of northern prospec- 
tors drawn to the shores of the 
Firth river by the find reads 
like a "Who's Who of the North 
West Territories." 

Among those on the discovery 
claim are Poole Field, gold hunter 
in the north since the rush of 
'98 to the Yukon; Jack Mulhol- 
land, a wide-ranging prospector 
who has found gold in the famous 
Nahanula valley; Ales Stefan- 
sson; and Nazar Zinciuk, who 
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Seward Mayor Gets 
Damages For Libel 

Mayor Clarence P. Keating of 
Seward was %warded $2,100 dam- 
ages from H. Everett Hoy re- 
cently in a libel suit heard in 
the Third Distr~ct  Court. 

Keat~ng sued Hoy for $20,000 
after the American Legion post a t  

I Seward of which Hoy was corn? 
' inander pri11,ted ,zr advertisement 
s t a t ~ n g  that  Keating was not a 

I veteran of the armed forces. Keat- 
ing produced in court a discharge 

/paper  showing he was in the.< 
army in Hawaii from 1931 to 

I 1934. 
I The advertisement appeared .in 
both Anchorage and Seward pa- 
pers at the time Keating was run- 
ning for the legislature. 

POSITION IN ARIZONA 
Dr. Zola Fineman, agronomist 

at: tEe Matanuska Experiment 
Station for the last two years, i$ 
leaving shortly fo r  Arizona where 
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Lutheran Junior . 
Choir Broadcasts 

The Junior Choir of the Luther- 
an Church broadcast a 15-minute 
program of Christmas carols over 

he has accepted a position w i t h b  

&AR Tuesday evenlng a t  6:30. 
AV~S. J. A. Luthro directs the 
group, which ranges in ages flPom 
8 to 14 years. Pastor Luthro 
announced the broadcast. 

' The roster of choir members 
includes Milton Benshoof. Robert 

PRESBYTER- chCR 

t - 5  -L 5. 
11 :OO a.m.-dddthlrEk Worship. 
1 l : O O  a.m.+Nurrtery. 1 . 
3:00 p.m.-EsKimo ,Service and 

Sunday school. * 

4 3 0  p.m.-Junior ~ i &  Club. . -. 

the University of Arizona. His 
term of service with the Exper i -c  
ment Station expires December 31; 

I - , , .- .:.-:* 2 -zon LA.. 

1 11:OO a.m.-Morning Worship 
j 7:00 p,m.-Christ Ambassadors. 

P I  8:00 p.m.-Evangelistic Service. 
Wednesdas 
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and Ronald Bliven, J o  Ann Boyd, 
Irene Bruland, David Branholm, 
Gary Butcher, Pearl Brasker, Col- 
leen Clay, A1 Dorsh, Karen Grill, 
Rodney Lmglo, Fred Lewis, Jean 
Lee, Kenneth Schuff. Oval Schuff. 
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9:30 a.m.--Listen b "Sermons i / in Song" over KFAR. I 

7:45 ~.m.--Midweek Service. I 

corner cushmw 7th, 
N. Harry Champlin..,Minister 

Sunday ! 
10:OO a.m.-Sundajt,! School. 
10:OO a.m.-;f&va Flubs. 
10:00 a.m-'Me11 of-the Church' 

Lynn Stolen, Jean ~ a k e ,  ~ e r & i  
Thomas, Diane Van Scoy, Eddie] 
and Richard Wagner. 

New surplices, provided for the 1 
group by the Ladies' Aid, were1 
worn for the first time a t  the 
Sunday School Christmas, pro- 
gram last Sunday evening. 

The choir practices each Thurs-, 
day afternoon a t  3:45, and sings 
occasionally a t  the morning wor- 
ship a t  the Lutheran Church. 

PLANTS IMPORTED 
monr NORWA~' 

1.1 YBNTKCMTAL CAIiROIl OF 
GOD of NENiLXA 

Rasmus 0. Urdahl of Kodiak re- 
cently received gooseberry bushes 
and currant cuttings from his, , childhood home near Bergen, Nor-' 

for planting on his home-' 
stead on Mission Road. He plans I 

( to experiment with the plants to  
h 1 see houV they grow i n  Alaska. 

I 

1 Sundav School--? D.m. Classes / fc 

i tor all iges. I 
Evening Service-::SO p.m i 

, Mid Week s e r v i c e - ~ r d n e d u y  I :f 


