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Mr, B.D, Stewart, Commissioner of Mines
Territorial Department of Mines

0. Box 2811
Junean, Alaska

Gold Placers of Firth River

Yukon Territayy, Canads
Dear My, Stewart!

Bnelosed is a short report on the Gold Placers of the Firth
River, Tukod Territory, Cenada. The information eand descriptions con~
tained in the report were obtained from Mr, Lon Philpott, 2 prospector
" from the Firth River, currently in Fairbanks purchasing esupplies and
equipment which will be shipped to the Firth River when he returne there
_ in the next few days, '

Mr. Philpott does not claim to be an experienced prospector
nor dces he profess to know anything about geology. The report has been
pleced together from informatton that he was able to give to me. The
attached sketches erudly plcture howthe deposlts occur, These sketches
were made primarily from a word description andisome humen interest
photographs.

Lasgt eummer Mr, Philpott made a trip up theFirth River and
crossed the boardedinto Alaska., He seemed quite impressed with what he
found there but would not volunteer any information. He said that he would
not return to the Alaska side of the boarder until the land was opened to
public entry. Howevar, he intends to go as soon as he can aquire mining
claims that would not be contegted by the U.S. Government,

It 1s hoped that the enclosed report will supplement, in a small
way, the information that you now have on the Firth River in the Juneau
Office,

: Yonrs .very truly,

SIS '
e WKQ/AM“

. . ! ; )

Encl, | 4 ruce I. Thomég/
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The gold ylacer strike on the Firth River is reported to be in
the region of the Richardeon and British Mountains, Yukon Territoery,
Cansda, eporoximately thirty miles from the Alaska -~ Yukon Territory
Boundary, and aporoximately thirty miles from the shore of the
Beanford Sea. Gold has been found over an area gpproximately thirty
miles in length extending upstream from whers the Firth River leaves the
Richardson Mountains and enters-the Arctic Costal plein into the Britlsh
Mountalns to the south, The Firth River, in this area, is entrenched
forty to one hundred feet 1in the bedrock of the old valley floor forming
a canyon, everaging approximately one hundred fifty feet in width, with
almost vertical walls., The river ig quite turbulent along its course
through this canyon, and during summer months cannot be forded nor ils it
safe to travel on with small boat or oance., During the summer the area
18 draversed on foot,by staylng on one glde of the river or the other,
along the old valley floor or on the hillside slopes. JDuring the winter
dog teams travel over the river lce., At the present time prospectors
and miners are entering the area from Aklavik, on the Mackenzis River,
and from Herschel on Herachel Island, Royal Canadian Police are station-
ed at both these small communities.

The old valley floor,sin which the Firth River 1ls now entrenched,
1s several hundred to several thousand feet wide. The alluvium is four
to elght feet deep along the top of the canyon which forms the banks of
the presenﬁ stream. OConsiderable coarse slide rock 1s found, in places,
* Oompiled from information furnished by Lon Philpott, prospector from

Firth River, during a conversation with Bruce I. Thomas of the
Territorial Department of Mines, Falrdbanks, Alaska



neer the margins of the valley walls at and near the hillside slopes.
The gravel 1s medium size, permanently frozen, and covered with a thin
venesr of muck and tundra, Placer gold has been found on bedrock masr
the edge and along the top of thé present canyon., The gold is reported
to be about the size of small rice grains, with occgssional pleces about
the size and shape of flakes of ocat meal. It is bright in color and
appears to have a finenese of about 900. The gravel near bedroock,
where gold is found, contains a small amount of clay or sediment, but
the upper gravels are quite clean.

Gold has been panned $oom the dars along the present river
course. The confimnment of thggiver, in 1ts nerrow entrenched course,
precludes access to the bhare éxcept during very low steges of watar,

Placer claimes are belng staked along both sldes of the Firth
River. The claims extend from the top of the canyon rim to the toe of
the hillside slopes.

Some fimber is found aloné the Firth Valley near the north-
ern section ofthe present kmown gold belt. This timber is suitable
for fuel and the construction of smell log cabins. At the present time
thereare several cabins mlong thlsg section of the river that wers buillt
many years ago.

At various places along the top of the rim of ths canyon an
occagslonal old sluice box is found. These slulce boxes are made from
whip sawed lumber and also from boards hewed by hand., The evidence of
0ld whipsaw pits are also found, It has been reported that two eskimos,
from Herschel Island, used some of these old sluice boxes during the
summer of 1947 fopy sluicing gravel mined from the rim of the canyon.

The boxes were sef near the edge of water and the gravel packéd %o them
in five galloon buckets down the shtesv canyon slops. Aporoximately $10.00
worth of gold a day was recovered by this method.

~2=



The followlng skestches were made by Bruce Thomas from a
word description as glven by Lon FPhilpott and should not be construned
ag a true picture of any given locatlon. They only illustrate the nature

and occurrence of the placer deposits as descridbed to the author.

Bruce I. Thomas
Associate Mining Engineer
Territorial Department of Mines
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Firth River Gold
Claims Staked 30

Miles Along Stream

e N TNt P e

The number of claims ataked
on Firth River had inereased froy
around 50 in the summer to more
than 200 in November with more
prospectors heading for the area
by plane and dog team, accord-
ing to a report brought out to
Edmonton by Nels Leland, AKla-
vile praspector of 20 years' stand-
ing, and reprinted in the Dawson
Weekly News.

Placer findings along the Firth
Rlver, 1B0 miles northwest of Ak-
lavik, have developed to the ex-
tent that scores of Canagdians
‘|bave made a late geagon rush to
‘| the area- and bave staked claims
for ovar 30 miles along both sides
of the rlver.

Leland reported that samples of
the gold reaching Aklavik have

‘lants are trylng to. get to the
‘| claim aites.

‘| gold there,” Mr. Leland said. ‘X
‘Ihave seen nuggets the- asize: of
pead and in' some places several
‘| dolars worth of gold dust cén
: be penned in one swiah of a fry-
ing pan.”

leave Aklavik at the atart of the
rush, but he has staked claims
by proxy and recelved first hand
reports of the progress of the
area before he left Aklavik.

The MUst of northern prospec-
tors drawn to the shores of the
Firth river by the find reads
lilke & "Who's Who of the Norvth
Weat Territories.”

Among those on the discovery
clalm are Pools Field, gold hunter
In the north since the rugh of
'908 to the Yukon:; Jack Mulhol-
land, a wide-ranging prospector
who has foung gold in the famous
Nahanuta valley; Alex Stefan-
gsont; and Nazar 2Zincruk, who
has heen along the Mackenzie,
Nahanni and Arctic coast for 13
years.

About half of the claims have
]been staked hy Iskimos from
IAk.avlk and the surrounding area.

the whole population excited and|
‘| everr waltresses from the restaur-|,

‘| *“There seems to be plenty of.

TIl health forced Mr. Leland to|

Ocedn and the main a.re_e. g pbout
four days' travel %om the’ mouth
of the rlver,

Proaspectors h
the claims by hoat along the "Arc-
tie coast from Aklavik, reported
Mr, Leland, but with the arrival
of winter they are flying in by
the one small plane stationed at
Aklavik, or are starting overland
by dog team. 'The plane, carry-
Ing onty "one passenger, ls golng
steadily during dayllght hours
taking in men. '

My, Leland is hoping the field
will mean the .rlch end of the

the northern wastes foy yeara.

The Flrth emptle?éinto wégm'r?
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gold trall that has fed men-..over|’ "
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‘lhere by charter plane.

I gate for himself, with the result

Firth River ¢
‘Prospector Here B
For yr Supplies d

Lon Philpott, who says he I8
the only American holding ground
in the Firth River area, where
the new gold strike has heen
made, arrived in Fairbanks this
week, coming here by way - of
dog team to Barter Island, and
plane from there.

Philpott, who owng 82 claims
in the area came In to get sup-
plies, which he intends to fly from

“I'l never have to listen for the
whistle again,’' {8 the way he ex-
pressed his falth In achieving a
fortune from the new strike.

Philpott, who gerved with the
armed forces during World War
II {irst heard of the pogsibilities
of the area from an old prospec-
tor, Dan McKinnaon, while ha was
working for the Arctic Contrac-
tors at the Barrow project.

Becoming interested in the
gtrike, he went over to Investl-

that he is confident that he has
made his fortune.
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Seward Mayor Gets
Damages For Libel

Mayor Clarence P. Keating of
Seward was awarded $2;100 dam-
ages from H. Bverett
cenily
the 'Third District Court,

Keating sued Hoay for

i Seward of. which Hoy was coniy
‘mander printed ar. advertisement

'stating that Keating was nof &
|veteran of the armed forces. Keat- :

‘Ing produced In court a discharge
paper showing he was in the
army in Hawaif from 1931 to
1934,

pers at the time Kesting was run-
ning for the legialatme

Dr. Zola Fineman,
at {He Matanuska Experiment

leaving shortly for Arlzona whers
he hag asccepted a position” with
the Universlty of Arizona.

ment Station explres December 31:
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Hoy re-|-
in"a lbel suit heard in|:

$20,000 |3
‘after the American Legion posi at|:

The advertisement appeared in'
both Anchorege and Seward pe.-;

POSITION IN ARIZONA Y
agronomigt|,

Statlion. for the last two ‘years, g}

- Hig
term of gervice with the Experi--
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Corner Cusghman anl 7th.

N. Harry Champlin, Minister

. Sunday !

10400 am.—Sunda.}f School.

10:00 a.m.—Javd Clubs.

10:00 a.m—‘Men ot fhe Churen’
Class . 2

“11:00 am.—=Mé§ g Worslnp

11:Q0 -g.m.—=Nurgary,{ * °

+8:00 pm‘—iBfﬂ(lmo (Bervice and

| sunday Schaol.

4:30 pum. ﬂrunior High Club.,

Lutheran Junier
Choir Broadcasts

The Junior Choir of the Luther-
an Church broadcast a 15-minute
program of Christmas carols over
KFAR Tuesday evening at 6:30.
Mrs. J, A. Luthro directs the
group, which ranges in ages from
8 to 14 years. Pastor Luthro
announced the broadcast. :

The roster of choir members
includes Milton Benshoof, Robert
and Ronald Bliven, Jo Ann Boyd,
Irene Bruland, David Branholm,
Gary Butcher, Pearl Brasgker, Col-
leen Clay, Al Dorsh, Karen Grill,
Rodney Langlo, Fred Lewis, Jean

Lynn Stolen, Jean Take, Terry
Thomas, Diane Van Scoy, REddies
and Richard Wagner.

New surplices, provided for t.'he
group by the Ladles’ Ald, were
worn for the fivst time at -the
Sunday School Christmas - pro-
gram last Sunday evening. b

The cholr practices each Thu.rs-

occasionally at the morning war-
ship at the Lutheran Chureh. |

PLAN1S IMPORTED

FROM NORWAY

" Rasmus O. Urdahl of Kodiak re-
cently received gooseberry bughes
and currant cuttings from his

stead on Mission Road. He plang
to experiment with the plants to
sec how they grow in Alaska.

i 11:00 am,—Morning Worship.

8:60 p.m.—Bvangelistic Sarvice.
Wedneaday
8:30 a.m.—Listen to “Sermons
In Soung" over KFAR.
7:46 p.m.--Mldweek Service.
Friday

7:45 p.m.—Singsapiration.

1 | PENTECOSTAL CHUROB OF

! GOD of NENANA
¢ Sunday School-—2 p.m.
(or all ages.

Bvening Service—7:30 p.m. -
Mid Week Service—Wednesday
7:30 p.m.

Classes

iat

childhcod home near Bergen, Nor-'
way, . for planting on his home-f

7:00 p.m.—Christ Ambagsadors. |

Lee, Kenneth Schuff, Op&l Schuff,

dey afternoon at 3:45, and sings
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