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MINING OPERATIONS IN THE RAMPART DISTRICT, 1987

During June, 1957, thare were three active mining operatlons
in the Rampart District. The Welsner Trading Co, having recently
acquired the property formerly mined by the Little Minook Mining Co,
novw holds property on three creeks in the District. None of these
properties were being worked in June, but work was plamned on all
the properties during the season.

In addition to the active wining operations there were three
part~time prospectors in the District. Hilliard Avnet was reported
to be performing assessment work on placer claims that he owns on
Slate Creek, tributary to Minook CreeR, Byerett Ford, while on
leave from work at Ladd AVB, wes sniping with a 2-inch pump at the
mouth of Bighteen Pup, tributary to Hoosier Creaek. Red And8rson
was reported to be prospecting on a tributsry to lower Goose Cresk.
The Hunter Creek Mining Co, which wss not operating, was reported to

be for sale.

Harry Havirlack. Harry Havirlack is mining on Ruby Creek about
one-fourth mile upstresm from the mouth of the creek. For mining
and stacking talling he uses an Allig-Chalmers "L model gosoline
trector {seme rating as H-D 14), The gravel is pushed onto a slulce
plate and gravity water from o short ditéh is used for sluleing.

The bedrock is slate; the gravel is 3 to 4 feet thick; and the muck

is 3 to 10 feet thick. An hydranlic giant is uged for stripping,

and the water for siripping is furnlehed by s 10 by 12 pump powered
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by a GMC diesel engine. Garnets are numerous in the sluice box
concentrate, and several large flakes of muscovite have been found

in the boxes.

wnail Creek Mining Co. The owners of the Quall Creek Mining Co

hed prepared a smell cut nesr the mouth of @ail Creek for mining.
Mining this year was to be done with a D-8 Caterpillar tractor.
A D=2 Caterpillar tractor with a Crescent scraper was to be used for
stacking talling. The owners use a large, cribbed, log bax with
a grizzly scross the top at the head of thelr sluice box. Heavy
steel pipes are used for grizzly bers, Below the grizzly is a
steel trough, and above the grigaly is a perforated pipe on a swivel.
Water for sluicing comes into the trough belovw the grizzly, and the
gravel ig pushed onto the grizegly from one side of the box. Boulders
too large to go through the grizzly sre washed clean by water spraving
dovn from the perforated pipe. After a plle of boulders hes
acocumulated on the grizzly, the bulldozer goes on top of the grizzly
fer enough to push the boulders wver the side of the box. The
perforated pipe 1e 21g0o pushed to one side by the dbulldozer as it
advences, snd the pipe returns to 1ts nommal poeition when the btvwll-
dozer becks off the grizzly. This feed box wss bullt to be used
with the D~2 tractor, and now thet the owners have o D-8, they intend
%o build & larger box,

In the cut belng prepared for mining there are three feet of
nuck and thres feet of gravsl over slate bedrock. The ground is

thowed. & automatic dam is used for stripping the muck.



In past years the present owners have mined oun the left-limit
bench beside the present cut and in the center of the velley at the
upper cemp, which is about four miles unstream from the lower camp.
Some mining wa2s done in the early days on lower Guail Creek on the
left-linit bench and in the center of the velley,

An army surplus "weagel! is used for trangportation around the
workings, A enell aglirstrip has been built in the valleylof the
South Fork of 4ureil Creek, All the supnlies and materials for a
seagon are brought in each yeer by tractor trein from Livengood.

A road 1s now being built by the Bureaun of Public Roads between
Livengood =nd Bureka, and the owners plan to bresk s new trail to
the road to decrease the length of tractor haul necesgary to bring

in supplisesg.

T and T Mining Co. Bi1ll Thomas of 1 and T Mining Co is mining

on the left-limit bench on lower Hunter Creek, In this part of
the valley there apparently is an 0ld channel sgainst the toe of

the slope on the left-limit sigde. The bedrock slopeg vp from the
leftmlinit saide to the center of the valley then slopes down agzeln
to the right—li%it aide, where the creek now flows. The zold is
coarser snd more abundant aloung the toe of the slope on the left-
limit side theh it ig toward the center of the valley. The bedrock
ig overlsid by gbolit five feet of grevel and 15 to 16 féet of muck.
The ground is mostly frozen. The muck is stripped by hydraulic
glantg; water for stripping is supplied by a diesgel-powered puvmp.
The gravel is pushed to the hesd of the boxes with a D-8 Caterpillar

tractor and washed through the hoxes with a giant. Gravity water
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from a short ditch is used for slvieing. The bedrock where mining
wves done legst year is dark red chert, In June, the unusually

warm weather provided good conditions for stripping the frozen muck,
therefore, all the available wabter was being used for stripping and

no wining was being dons, Freznk Reinosky of Rampert was emoloyed

by T and ¥ Mining Oo for 2 few weeks in the Spring; he was reported

to be continuing his prospecting For s meteorite near the head of

Grouse Creelk,

At the three active opsrations there was almost no ground that
hed deen blocked out by prospecting. On @nail Creek sowe drilling
vas done 1n the Spring of 1957, but only the ground tozﬁined during
the season was tested. In general, the operators prospect ths
ground by telddug out a cut, and if thet proves Profitable they wine
another cut edjscent to it, zwlding their work by panning as the
gravel is exposed. HMost of the mining is veing done on the benched
beglde ground that wes mined in the past. If all of these benches
should prove to be minsble, thare would be laorge ressrves for small-

scale operations on gll three of the creeks.
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Harry Havirlack stripping muck on Ruby Crsek,
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View looking up Wuall Creek from east side of Troublesome Creek,

Side view of feed box used by Quail Creek Mining Co.



Top of wuall O_reek Mining Co feed box showing swivel pipe
znd grizzly.
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LIST OF OPERATORS, RAMPART DISTRICT, 1967

Name and Address Location Type of Operation  Approx Crew
Havirlack, Harry Ruby Creek, trid to Non-float 1
Rampart Minock Creek

Qrail Creek Mining Co. Quail Creek Non~float 2

(M,C.,Haugdahl and Ym Redig)
Box 291 FPairoanks

T and T Mining Co. Hunter Creek Nondfloat 2
(Wm, Thomas)

Rampart (swmmer)

BO3-7th Ave, Fairbanks (winter)

Welsner Trading Co. Little Minook Creek Non~float 2 (1)
(Ira Veisner and Jin Pierce)Little Minook Jr Cresk
Rampard Hoosier Creek



