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A possible extension of the Jim Creek copper occurrence into the
Wolverine Creek Valley was investigated and found to be non-existent.
These oreeks are east of Palmer.

The Midas copper propsrty near Valdez was examined and found to de
worthy of further exploration and study.

A prospect at Nuke Bay was lnvestigated.

The Veldez Creek Distrliet was visited by an engineer for the purpose
of gathering gereral mining information.

The reported high-grade nickel-copper~cobalf strike at Funter Bay
in Southeast Aleska was examined. The probable sxtent of the high-
grade body cannot be determined uptil more exploration has been acocmplished.

A Joint examination with & representative of the USGS was made of
a copper show on the Maclarsn River near the route of the new Cantwell
Road from Paxson to McKinley Park. The progpect appeers promising and
the owners are reportedly considering applying for a DMIA loen.

Another joint venture with the USGS weas ettempted, but falled
because of glecler conditicna. The plan was to lnvestigate the layered
intrusive above Lituya Bay for ilmenite content.

Roy Rowe, Assayer, 1s now located at the Anchorege offioce. The new agsay

office on Second between U and D 13 completed, and the moving from the old to the
new 1s in progrese. Moving and setting up equlpment should be completed dy mid~
September,

Pete Sandvik, who was the Anchorage asgsayer for the Department before
being called into the Army, may 2oon be a civilian egain and back with the De-
partment,

MINERAL RESOURCES BIBLIOGRAPHY

Preliminary work on the Department's bibliogrephy, or inventory, of all
mineral deposits in Alaska is progressing, The services of a Remington-Rand
business methods analyst, Mr, John W, Eddy, were secured to help the Department
adept an efrficlent card index sysiem to the bibliography. Art Glover came from
Ketehikan to confer wlth Mr. Eddy and the Juneau staff. Glover, who has the
longest service of anyone in tha Department, will be in Junenu doing the initial
work on this project. Blds have been invited for the furnishing of the necessary
supplies and equipment to carry the work forward, The assay office at Ketchiksan
may have to be closed for a short time while Glover is in Juneau working on this
project.,

ASSESSMENT WORK REQUIREMENTS

As & regult of coples of mining records being forwarded to the Department
under Chapter 95 of the Twenty-first Session Laws, it has been noticed that a large
majority of the recorded essessment work aeffidavits are incorrect and that there
is a general misunderstanding of what constitutes legal assessmant work. In case
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of & ocourt contest, an improper affidavit or wrong type of work or expsnse repre-
sented as assegsment work might not stand as evidence of legal right to the claim,
Although the courts usually lean strongly toward & person's honest intent, 1t is
better %o play safe,

Somacne perlodically starts a move in Congress to change the asdessmant
work year, but at present the annuml deadline for completion of the assessment
work ie July lst at noon. Work is not required for the assessment year in which
the claim is staked, An affidavit stating that the assessment work has been done
is not legally required, but should be recorded, in the proper recording office,
each year to prove that the olaim i8 being legally held and to prevent the possi-
bilities of legal difficulties in future sales, leases, or proof of ownership. A
properly prepared assesament work affidavit should contain the name and location
of the claim and the name of the ownsr (or owners) of the claim, a statement of
the amount of work and kind of work performed, the actual value of the work, the
dates during which the work was done, the assessment year for which the work was
done, and the circumstances under which the work was dons if by other than the
ownar, The affidavit must be sworn to befora a notary public or postmaster before
recording to meke it legsal,

Work which legally congtitutes ennual agssessment lebor must be such that
it benefits the claim and is done for the purposs of digcovering or mining minerals.
The mere cutting of brush each year or outting of firewood heve been held not to
count as agsegsment work. The construction of a house on the claim for the housing
of miners is legal amssessment work, but if built outside the eclaim, it is not.
Work on a mill or treatment plant 1s not assessment work, and neither are the ex-
pengses or labor involved in iransporting tools, machinery, or personnel to or from
the claim, nor does the price of tools or machinery count. Building roads, trails,
flumes, ditches, dreins, either inside or outside the claim, for the purpose of
mining or exploring the claim will count. Also, any actual a¢t of mining 1s assesa-
ment work, A reasonable allowance for the use of machinery or animels ig assess-
mant work, and so is the value of powdsr and fuse used, Wages pald a watchman, 1if
one 1s necessary to protect the property, will count, The unwatering of a shaft
for an inspection, or the taking of samples for assay, do not count as legal assess~
ment work.

Work for a group of claims thet are contiguous and under common ownership
may all be dons on one claim or in one place, but it must benefit the whole group,
not just one claim, In ocomputing the value of assessment work, the current wage
rates and equipment allowances of the vicinity are to be used,

CANADIAN STAKING RIGHT'S

With the recent upswing of Canadlan interest in Alaska's minersl possi-
bilitiss, there has been an increasing number of inquiries from Canadian prospaecioras
and mining men asking about the rights of Cansdiesns to stake mineral claims in
Alaske. The matter is not olear to everyone's satisfaction, but the Department
18 endeavoring to obtain decisions on it that will allow the Canadlans the rights
that they should have. The following paragrsphs are a discussion of the matter
thus far.

{
The law-making bodles of Alaska, British Columbia and Yukon Territory have
intended that there be a reciprocael agreement allowing citizens from both sides of
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the boundary to stake in the other country. As evidence of this, we have 1In the
B, ¢, law, R.S.B.C. 1948, Chapter 213, Part I.4 (1), reading as follows:

"Every person,over, but not under, eightsen years of age and every Jeint-stock
company shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of a free miner, and
shall be considered a free miner, upon taking out 8 free miner’s certificate. A
minor who becomes a free miner shall, as regards his mining property and liabil-
ities contracted in conmmection therewith, be treated as of full age,"” (Note in
the above: Mevery person".)

Then we have in Alaskan law, ACLA 1949, Section 47-3-9: "Native-born
citizens of the Dominion of Canada shall be sccorded in Alaska the same mining
rights and privileges accorded to cltizens of the United States in British Columbia
and the former Northwest Territory by the laws of the Domirnion of Canada or the
local laws, rules, and regulations; but ne greater rights shall be thus accorded
than citizens of the United States or persons who have declared their intenbtion to
become such may enjoy in Alaska; and the Secretury of the Interior shall from time
to time promulgate and enforce rules and regulations to carry this provision into
effect.™

Thus, by B, C. law, an American can take out a free miner's license, stake
and hold ground the same es a Canadlen. By Alaeskan law, Canadiang are to be
acoorded the same mineral rights and privileges in Alaska as citizens of the U.S,
in Canads.

The above seems quite clear. However, the Bureau of Land Management has
steted that "the only righis any person mey enjoy in B, C., and the Northwsst
Territory.......are those of leaging from ths Government, paying a fixed royalty
for the privilege, and as the mining lews of the U.S. do not provide for eny
similer system, the act mentioned 1s of no force or effect and that a native-born
Canadian stands in the same pogition as a citizen of any other foreign country
and enjoys no greater privileges." Therefors, the BLM rulss the reciprocal agree-
ment out, Canadian authorities point out that the EIM ruling 1s wrong, because
it 15 based on false information. They state that mineral claims are not lsased
in B. C. or Y.T. as is claimed by the BIM, but are staked under the "Mineral Act"
&kd can be crown-granted (patented) after a spscific emount of mssessment work ia
done, the same as in Alaska.

The Department of liines appealsd to the BILM Regional Counsel in Anchorage
for an opinion on the matter based on the above information from the Cansdian
authorities. The Regional Counsel answered that the matter should be looked into,
but could not give it immediate attention, and suggested that the Depertment turn
to the Territorial Attorney General at Junmsau for an oplnion. ‘This was then done,
and a conditional opinion was staked verbally by the Attorney General's office
that "Any native-born B. C. progpector is sntitled to stake, hold, work, and cbtain
patent to mining claimg in Alaska as long as the present Canadian statute remains
in effect.™ The condition is thet no Canadian court decisions or opiniong have
defined "every perscn' in a manner so as to exclude Americans. The Department has
now requasted the Canadlane to furnish copies of any court opinions or annotations
that mey change the spparent msening of the B, C. law with reapsct to U.S, citizens
in order that s firm and unqualified opinion can be obtained from the Territorial
Attorney General,

Territorial Dept. of Mines
Box 1351
Juneau, Alaska




