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FIRST DIVISION - The l i t i g a t i o n  over the YaErobi Island nickel deposff s is apparently 
over. The F i r s t  Division Dis t r ic t  Court has issued a judgment recognizing an out- 
of-court agreement, and the way i s  now open for  exploration work t o  proceed. It ha8 
been indicated tha t  d r i l l i n 8  will be s t e e d  i n  a e  ~zpproaching season. 

COAL NEWS 

We have an old but volumiauus coal report i n  our Anchorage office t h a t  wil l  
be of in teres t  t o  many who are concerned with coal i n  the Chickaloon area. It 18 the 
"Chickaloon Coal Progress Report" by Cagt. W. H i l l ,  USMC, 1925. 

Usibelli  Coal Mines, Inc. hals established a new r e t a i l  out le t  for  coal i n  
Fairbanks. 

A s h i m n t  of 26 tons of beneficiated coal t o  Fairbanks f o r  t e s t ing  pw- 
poses was made by Mrs. W. E. Dunkl,e from Colorado Station on the Alaska Railroad. 

OIL NEWS -- 
As a re8LL-b of the Richfield s t r i k e  on the  Kenal Peninsula, and of Course 

the enabling legislat ion already passed by the  Terr i tor ia l  Legislature, ILtaska has 
now been admitted a s  a f u l l  and qualified member of the  In ters ta te  O i l  C O W W ~  Cam- 
mission. The IOCC is an organization of most of the  oil-producing States dedicated 
t o  the principles and advancement of o i l  and gas conservation, It obligates members 
t o  abide by rules and regulations t o  accomglisih its purpose. The Commissioner of 
Mines is Alaska's of f i c i a l  delegate t o  the  IOCC, which meets twice a yew. 

Colorado O i l  and Gas have l e s s  than a thousand f e e t  t o  go t o  reach the 
projected depth of Ll,5OO fee t  i n  t h e i r  second hole near Yakutat. They have ex- 
perienced d i f f i cu l ty  with squeezing ground i n  a faul ted zone. 

Richfield i s  below 11,500 fee t  i n  t h e i r  second hole. They deny rU1~0rs of 
a second str ike,  thou& they are deeper than the  depth of the  o i l  s a n a  i n  the  dis- 
covery well a s h ~ r t  distance away. 

General Petroleum Corp. win apparently become more active i n  Alaska. It 
has opened a land office i n  Anchorage, &13d 1s reportedly planning geophysica3 work 
fo r  the coming year. 

RAVE YOU SENT IN LAST Mom's P ~ K  SLIP? If not, and if we donf* hear 
from yoy b* the end of ~ebruary,-this will be ~OIW 7aet Rtlletin. 



Concernirsg the big debate over o i l  weU drilling and production on the  
Kenai Moose Range, it w i l l  be allowed on certain portions and under s p e c i d  provisions 
and regulationo, and the Secretary of the Inter ior  w i l l  have the f i n a l  approva O r  
veto of proJected plans. Nearly half of the total acreage has been designated as 
open t o  dri l l ing,  and the USl3LM w i l l  start issuing the applied-for leases within the  
open areas a s  soon a s  additional specifications are received from the  Secretary. It 
is presumed tha t  the  regulations established w i l l  be followed i n  other Alaskan wild- 
l i f e  r-es. 

Public hearings by the Alaska Terr i tor ia l  Oil aad Gas Consemation ComIsei01 
on its proposed rules and regulations w i l l  be held i n  early March. 

The Alaska Scouting Service is & W i n g  the  Uaska Abstract Service. This 
wil l  consist of weekly bullet ins  l i s t i n g  a l l  current o i l  and gas lease appl fcaf i~ns ,  
and all old applications and t h e i r  current status.  These bul le t ins  w i l l  be supple- 
mented by. maps showing locations of the  f i l ings ,  leases, e t c  . Further information 
ahould be obtained from the Alaska Scouting Service, 5240 University Way, Seat t le  5, 
Washington. 

Alaska Oil an8 Minersl Co. and King O i l ,  Inc. (Delaware) have announced a 
joint d r i l l i n g  program t o  s t a r t  soon on t h e i r  holdings adjacent t o  Richfield's 
Swanson River Unit, scene of Richfieldls s t r ike.  

Last month we erroneously reported a t  copies of the open-file report 
"Geology of Possible Petroleum Prov-inces i n  Alaska" would be reproduced at p r i m e  
expense fo r  about $15. The USGS Informs us  tha t  m e  cost is approximately $300 
Sorry i f  we inconvenienced anyone. They d s o  inform us tha t  the report has now been 
cleared f o r  publication a s  a Survey W e t i n .  

PROSPECTOR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

A s  authorized by the  1957 Ter r i to r i a l  Legislature i n  Chafier 117, the  TDM 
w i l l  administer a prospector assistance propam s ta r t ing  t h i s  year. The assistance 
may consist of furnishing the  prospector with: (a) transportation t o  and f ram the 
selected area, the  cost of which sha l l  not exceed $200 per season, (b) food and 
equipment necessary f o r  prospecting, the cost of which sha l l  not exceed $lo0 per 
month f o r  actual time apent prospecting o r  $300 per season, (c)  monthly delivery of 
supplies and checking on prospector's work and trell-being. Prospectors w i l l  be chosen 
by drawing l o t s  if there a re  more favopable a ~ l i c a t i o n s  than can be accommodatede 
Assistance w i l l  not  be granted for  an operation of l e s s  than one month nor more often 
than once per year. Assistance w i l l  not be granted t o  more than one prospector i n  
one family or one prospecting party. Applicants lnust be U.S. c i t izens  and bona f ide  
residents of Alaska. The TDM may grant or refuse assistance depending on the  ap- 
parent qualifications of the applicant, and w i l l  discontinue the assistance at any 
time it appears a chosen prospector i s  not properly or di l igent ly prospectiw. 

Rules and regulations f o r  the  operation of *the program and special a ~ P l i -  
cation forms may be obtained a t  the TDM offices i n  College, Anchorage or Ketchikaa, 
or by writing t o  the TDM a t  Box 1391, Juneau. The rules  are rather s t r i c t ,  and the 
p r O ~ p e ~ t 0 r 8 '  f i e l d  work will be watched a s  closely as possible. An e a r l i e r  pr08P@ct- 
ore' program i n  the  1930's was cal led a fa i lu re  because of lack of mpervision, a d  
we hose t o  avoid repet i t ion of t h a t  failure. 

1% is  ndc intended that the prospector sha l l  work In areas already heavily 
~~~~~~~~tea unless he can give a etxt j s fbry-  reason for do- so. He may not work 



I on grospects he has already held, nor on well-developed prospects, nor may he do 
assessment work under the program. He w i l l  be required to write a daily diary-type 

I of report which he must turn i n  t o  the TDM at the  close of the season. To be Con- 
I sidered with the first group, sppLication blanks must be cmsle te ly  f i l l e d  out and 
$ 

I received i n  the Juneau TDM office before 10:OO AM April 1, at  which time l o t s  will 
I be dram if necessary. Later agplications will be conasdered Zf the  in i t ia l .  number 

is insuffbcient. We plan t o  choose about fovr prospectors f T a  each of the four 
I Divisions. 

I AREAS FOR DB%RWNA!PIOIB C&i' SURFACE RIGsrS  

Sfx more areas have been designated by the U.S. Forest Service for  the  
determination of surface rmte on mining claims under public h w  167 of July 23, 
1955. These are i n  addition t o  the  areas reported i n  earlier issues of this Bulletin* 
Holdere of claims staked pr ior  t o  the date of the Act have 1s b y e  from the  s tar t ing  
date of publication t o  f i l e  verif ied statements if they wish t o  r e t a in  exclusive 
8 ~ f a c e  r ights  t o  t h e i r  claims. Publication on the  first three areas l i s t e d  below 
started on January 29 i n  the Juneau D d l y  Alaska Eqpire and on the  remaining three 
areas on January 31 i n  the Petersburg Press. Descriptions of the areas follow: 

Berners Bay Area: Thaf portion of the  mainlaad west 09 &rners 
Bay and Berners River and south of an east-west l i n e  extending from the 
southern tip of Sullivan Island. 

LyM Canal Area: A s t r i p  appromtely faur milea wide on the 
west side of lynn C a n a l  from Point Itaward t o  the  Endicott River and 
incLuding Hwnp and Lincoln Islands. 

Excursion In le t  Area: A l l  of' the cas t  side of Excursion Inlet from 
the  entrance t o  the  cannery site near the  head of the Inlet and easf t o  
the  c res t  of the  Chilkat R-&uz~. 

Duncan Canal Ares: ~ h z  part of Kupreanof Island bounded on the  
north by an east-west l i n e  through F la t  Point i n  Portage Bay, on the 
West by a north-south l i n e  through Big John Lake, an the  south and south- 
east by a l i n e  from the main fork of Big John Creek t o  the  southernmost 
Castle Islands, and on the  eas t  and northeast by a line from the  Castle 
Islands t o  F la t  Point. 

Woewodski Island Area: A l l  of Woewodski and Butterworth Islands 
and adjacent smaller islands, those portions of Mitkof and ICupre~of 
Islands which are within 1-1/2 miles of WrangeU Narrows from Anchor 
Point t o  Point Alexander, and those porct;ions of Mitkof Island which W e  
within 1/2 m i l e  of Blind Slough. 

Totem Bay Area: All lands on the south end of Kupreanof Island 
bcnxm3ed on the north by an east-west l i ne  through the north end of' Kah 
Sheets Lake, on the east  by a north-south l i n e  through the  mouth of Kah 
Sheets Creek, on the  south by an east-west l i n e  through Shingle Island, 
and on the west by a north-south l i n e  situated 3 miles west of L i t t l e  
Totem Bay. 

PROPOSED ARCTIC WILDLIFE RANGE 

Formal application has been f i l e d  by the  USFWS f o r  the  withdrawal of land 
for  the  proposed Arctic Wildlife Range i n  the  northeast corner of Alaska. The de- 
B c r i ~ t i o n  of the  land desired s t a t e s  t h a t  the proposed withdrawal contains ap~ro*fe 
ly 6,400,000 acres, but we have measured it very carefully asld find t h a t  the area 
contains over 8,900,000-- - p a c t i c a ~ y  nine million acres.   his is  an area approximate- 
ly equa3. to the combined areas of &~ewh~iSe%t~,  Counectfclrt, snd Rhcde Island O r  t o  



those of Maryland and Delaware. The area,ra@ly, i s  bounded on the  west by the 
Canning River, on the south by et l i n e  ca l i t t l e  north of the 68th parallel, on the 
east  by Canada, and on the  north by the  Arotic ocean. 

The land w i l l  be withdrawn firr=arr all forms of appropriation or entry under 
the public land l m .  The appLication states '*%tinera3 leasing w i l l  be permitted on 
and af ter  September 1, 1958, i n  aceordsnce wi%h wxch r e m a t i o n s  as on tbat date 
govern o i l  and gas leasing on F-aL wUtLlife, lan8s. Mining locations will be pre- 
cluded u n t i l  on and &ter  September 1, 1958." mere is  no mention of what, If any- 
thing, w i l l  be done about the other Letreing-Act minerals such as coal, phosphate, 
and aulf'ur. There i s  no mention of how or under *at conditions mining locations 
may be made a f t e r  September 1. 

Unti l  March 14, wri't;ten objections may be presented or sent t o  Fbc. L a  T- 
Maia, Operations Supervisor, U. S. Buresu of Land Management, Box 480, Anchorage, 
Alaska. If circumstances warrant, a public hearing w i l l  be held. We urge all 
interestea partiee t o  make t h e i r  opinions or views known. 

Mineral production and exploration i n  British Columbia decreased markedly 
in 1957 from t h a t  of 1956. Value of minerals produced dropped from $190 millton t o  
$165 million, and the number of claims staked dropped from 26,000 i n  1956 to U,500 
in 1957- Within the  past year, 14 mines of consequence and a number of a l e r  
o.perations have closed. The reasons given fo r  th is  decline i n  production and ex- 
ploration are the squeeze between dropping n&af. prices and increasing costs, and the  
unfavorable mining legis la t ion  passed last year by Provincial Legis1ai;wee- 

Aided by our new uranium mine, Alaska's mineral production increase& 
s l ight ly  through 1957. We wil l  report on tn is  next month. 

E, AND M. J. METAL MARKET PRICES 

Jan. 23, Month 
1958 Ago 

Copger, per lb. 24.s 
Lead, per lb.  
Zinc, ger lb. 

13# 

Tin, per 1b. 
104 
92-1/9 

Quicksilver, per f l a sk  $220 -225 
Silver, foreign, New York 89.Q 
Silver, domeef i c ,  per oz. 90.5# 
Nickel, per lb .  744 
MolyMenua, per Ib. i n  con. $1.18 
Platinum, per oz. $75 -80 
Titanium ore (Ilmenite) 

per t o n  $26.25-30.00 
'Icungsten ore, per uni t  $;L9.50-20.00 

*Chrome ore (4%, 3 t o  1 r a t i o )  
per ton  $115.00 

Year 
!%L 

*GSA guaran+,eed stuckpile prlce. N o t  quoted by E. & M. J. 


