
Territory of Alaska 
- Department of Mines 

P. 0. Box 1391 
Juneau, Alaska 

Vol. V I  

No. 5 

FIRST DIVISION - Devamin Company, Inc. i e  the  name of the  company tha t  w i l l  be &eve 
ing the  Yakobi Island nickel deposits this year. A helicopter i s  already on the  wa 
t o  the  scene of operations, and tieveral d r i l l i n g  crews are  planned. 

SECOND DIVISION - We pulled a r e a l  boner last month i n  reporting the  purchase of th. 
Havenstrite placer operations near Candle. Jack Bullock of Kotzebue was the purcha 
er, not the Ringstad family. Our apo2ogies. 

TRIRTI DIVISION - The Maclaren River copper property is  going ahead with development 
work under the direction of M r .  Harve A.shby, a mining engineer of long e ~ e r i e n c e .  

OIL ms 

The Humble O i l  Co. well i n  the  Bear  Creek Unit on the Alaska Peninsula is 
now below 10,656 f ee t .  Humble recently announced tha t  t h e i r  exploration a c t i v i t i e s  
would be somewhat curtai led this  year because of increasing costs. 

The Standard and Richfield well at  the  Deep Creek Unit on the  f(etX%i has 
passed the 8,418-foot mark. 

Colorado O i l  & Gas Corp. plaas a t h i r d  well i n  the Yakutat area for  l a t e r  
i n  1958. 

The Department of t he  In ter ior  announced the opening of the PLO 82 lands 
of the Arctic Slope for  o i l  leasing except for  the 2-mile so-called "buffer zone" 

I 
around the  Pet 4 area and the  5 raillion acres east  of the  Canning River which wi l l  
be par t  of the 9,000,000 acre Arctic Wildlife Range withdrawal, if the  withdrawal 
i s  enacted. Sixteen thousand acres of the released area are within the  Gubic Gas 
Field structure and w i l l  be offered t o  competitive bidding only. Tl?e remainder of 

I the land will be open t o  non-competitive leasing about June 1, 1958 and a lso  t o  
mineral entry under the mining laws after September 1, 1958. 

I One well-informed indivfdu&L summed up the Alaskan o i l  leasing s i t ~ t i o l l  
so~ewhat as follows (with two of our own figures substitutued for  h i s )  : Of the 

1 375,000,000 acres i n  Alaska, 110,000, COO have been classif  ied  as being geologically 
possible or favorabe for petroleum development. Of thf s 110,000,000 acres, about 
24,000,000 are i n  Petroleum Reserve No. 4 and 2,000,000 are i n  the Kenai Moose Rang 
leaving a balance of some 84,000,000 acres fo r  leasing and develogment. About 
30,000,000 acres have already been leased or covered by offers  t o  lease.   lea^ 
a balance of about 54,000,000 acres open. A t  the present f i l i n g  rate ,  it appears t 
t h i s  balance w i l l  be a t  l eas t  half gone i n  another 12 months and probably all gone 
by 1960. A f e w  more discovery wells w f ~ ,  of course, increase the  f i l i n g  ra t e .  Fa 
those who want t o  get i n  on the show, it appears tha t  the  time i s  short. 





MORE ON TBe PROPOSED ARCTIC WILDLIFE WITHDRAWAL -- 
A s  mentioned in  our l a s t  bulletin, because no public hewing announcement 

cseemed t o  be forthcoming, we suggested that  the proposed Arctic Wildlife Range be 
se t  up with a provision for  mining similar t o  that  of Glacier B y  Hational Monument. 
This provision i s  t o  allow patents t o  mineral claims t o  convey t i t l e  t o  mimml.  ri@ 
only, and not surface rights. In same quarters the above suggestion was taken t o  
mean that  we are now endorsing the Hthdrawal. We most certainly are not. 1% 
merely a suggestion that  if t h i s  wlth&awal i s  inevitable, then give mining that  
of a break rather than theproposed leasing system. Actually, our suggestion ha8 
not found favor i n  the mining industry, who say that  it would be another stel? toward 
hardwock leasing on public domain lands. 

In view of the continued efforts t o  create a National Wilderness Preserva- 
t ion System (within which industrial development i s  discouraged or prohibited and 
which Would include some 13 million acres of existing withdrawals i n  Alaska) we 
cannot support any effort  t o  increase the area which wou ld  be managed under the 
restr icted land-use-plan of a Wilderness System. 

L. 167 AREAS FOR DETEm!S!ION OF SURFACE BIGETS 

Three more areas have been designated by the U. S. Forest Service for the 
det~rmination of surface rights on mining claims under Public Law 167 of July 23, 19 
These are i n  addition t o  many ear l ier  areas within the Tongass and Chugach National 
Forests, a l l  reported i n  ear l ier  issues of the TDM Bulletin. Holders of claim8 st& 
prior  t o  the dwte of the A c t  have 150 days from the start ing date of publication t o  
f i l e  verified statements if they wish t o  retain exclusive surface r ights  t o  the i r  
clalms. Descriptions of the new areas follow: 

. N' 
" .7 .. Eagle River Are&: In general, all the mainland west of the glaciers from 

kcho Cove ir Berners Bay south t o  Lemon Creek, which is just north of 
Juneau. 

Taku Islet Area: In  general, all lands bounded on the south by an east- 
west l ine  through Pt . Bishop, on the east by a north-south l ine  w o u @  
Cooper Pt. and the Annex Creek power house, on the  north by the south 
shores of Annex Lakes and the glaciers, and on the west by a l ine  through 
the head of Granite Creek and Salisbury Point. 

Northwest Chichwof Island Area: In general, all of Yakobi Island and tht 
P& of Chicbagof. Island ' b o u s d  on the north and north east by a l ine  f rf 
Rock Pt. t o  the head of the pass separating Lisianski Inlet  and Hoonah 
Sound, on the east by a l ine  from the pass t o  H i r s t  Mt., and on the 6outh 
by an east  -west l i ne  from Hirst Mtn. t o  Portlock Hasbor, and inc1ud. i~  
adjacent smaller islands. 

NEW AEROMAGNETIC MAPS 

The U.S.G.S. has released some new aeramagaetic maps. One is enti t led 
OeophysicaJ. Investigations GP Map 156, "Aeromagnetic map of the Copper River Basin, 
Alaeka" by 0. E. Andreasen and others. It i s  a t o t a l  intensity map made as a result 
of a survey i n  1954 and 1955. It covers the area from 61'45' t o  63000r N lat i tude 
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and from 145"00i t o  147020t W longitude. !The map may be seen at  the Juneau, Anchdm: 
and College TDM offices, may be ordered f o r  7j$ from the U.S.G.S. a t  the  Denver 
Federal Center, Denver 2, Colorado, or nay be purchased over the counter from the 
U.S.Q.S. i n  the Prlover a i l d i n g ,  Anchorage. 

Three others are  eramagnetic naps of par t s  of the  UgashLk and Karluk 
quadrangles ( ~ 0 a a . k  area), of par t  of thc DiUngbam quadrangle, and of part of the 
Naknek quadrangle. These three maps are only $a open f i l e  report form, but reprodu( 
t ions  at private expense are available at the GS a t  4 Homemod Place, Menlo Park, 
California. They may be seen at the  Juneau TDM off ice and at the  Alaska U. S.G. Sn 
off ice s . 

E. AND .M. J. METAL MARKET PRICES - 
Apr. 24, Month 
1958 430 

Copper, per lb. 24.3d 
Lead, per lb .  
Zinc, per lb. 

1% 

Tin, per lb. 
101C 

W c k s i l v e r  , per f laak 
934 

$230-235 
'Silver, foreign, New York 
Silver, domestic, per oz. 

89 6g! 
90 59 

Nickel, per l b .  7% 
Molybdenum, per Ib. in con. $1.18 
Platinum, per oz. $65-75 
Titanium ore ( Iknenite) 

per ton e6.25-30.00 
Tungsten ore per unit  $19.50-20.00 

*Chrome ore (&, 3 t o  1 ra t io )  
per ton $115.00 

Year 

*GSA €!paranteed st;ackpi le price. Not guoted by E , & M. J . 





MD3lWG P R O ~ C T I ~  IW ALASKA, 1956-57 
- 

L95b AYS( 
Short tons Sbort tons 

MineTal (unless vafue (unless Value 
otherwise &herwise 

stated) stated) 

A&,- ore-------------------grOf3~ w$&t--- 
m*----"--c-------e-----------&o--------- 
C d ,  bimous--------------------c----rr--- 
Cold (recoverable content of ores, ete. ) 

troy aunces 
Leas (recoverable content of ores, e$c . ) ------ 
~----*-l------t---11C-......76 -- m k ~  
&sa& &g& ~~1)"~.--..cc-c--.c-~-~-.-.-.CZ".c.cI)'31--~~.-~ 

wmr (m-18 c m  of ores, etc*) 
t='Y -a 

~-ll*lllll-*~CIICC-U..--..---~*.*.-*.---L-..-I 

VrrJ;tK ef i m  %hat camrot be d i w h s e d :  &a 

--ppp 

~ ~ - g r a u ~ ,  &s, wenim are, - f&c8ted by footacrtas 2 an8 3-0 

ProductSon as measured by mine 8hip11en-t~ or marketable production (inciudfng conm&fon by 
producers). 
Figure xithheld to avoid disclosure of individual ccp~paqy confidential data. 

B e  1956 f igures are by the U. S.B.M. in cooperafion with the 
The 1957 figures are the best estimates obtainable to date and are presented here on authority of the 

!JxM only. 
5% should be noted that the bfg increase in the tote 1957 fi&ures is due mostly t o  the new uranium 

production aad also t o  sand & gravel and s&one. These latter itme are not t ru ly  minerals (siace 
1955) but are I s t i l l  carried by the U.S.B.M. for statistical reporting of mineral production 
t h r o ~ o u t  the U . S . 




