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HUNTING I O R  GOLD? 

I f  the  prospective gold geeker is  prepared t o  undergo a c e r t a i n  amount of hardship, can 
t r a v e l  by canoe o r  back pack i n t o  the  wilderness of Alaska, a prospecting t r i p  may prove 
t o  be an i n t e r e s t i n g  adventure, p r o f i t a b l e  t o  him i n  o ther  ways i f  not  f inanc ia l ly .  
The search i t s e l f  i s  o f t en  i t s  own reward, but t h e  would-be prospector hoping f o r  
f i n a n c i a l  ga in  should ca re fu l ly  consider  a l l  t he  f a c t s  before deciding t o  set out  an 
a prospecting expedit ion.  

The bulk of t h e  gold mined i n  Alaska has come from placers .  The p r inc ipa l  placer- 
mining region has been t h e  Yukon River bas in ,  which crosses  c e n t r a l  Alaska and includes 
t h e  extensive deposi t s  a t  Fairbanks. Dredging i n  the  Fairbanks d i s t r i c t  has produced 
more gold than i n  any o ther  d i s t r i c t  i n  Alaska. The beach depos i t s  i n  t h e  Nome d i s t r i c t ,  
i n  t h e  south-central  p a r t  of t h e  Seward Peninsula, rank second among productive p lace r  
depos i t s  of Alaska. 

I 

Lode gold i s  gold i n  place within the  s o l i d  rock i n  which i t  has been deposited. The 
areas  i n  t h e  lower 48 s t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  a t  a11 l i k e l y  t o  contain valuable lode deposi t s  of 
gold have already been explored s o  ca re fu l ly  and thoroughly t h a t  now t h e  inexperienced 
prospector  without ample c a p i t a l  has very l i t t l e  chance of discovering a lode r i c h  
enough t o  be worth developing. In Alaska t h e  prospecting e f f o r t s  were ,d i rec ted  more 
toward gold p lace r s ,  but  high grade gold lodes were found. Some were developed. The 
p o s s i b f l i t y  of f inding a new gold lode i n  Alaska should be much g rea te r  than i x ~  t h e  
lower 48. However, because the  ground is covered by f o r e s t  o r  tundra explora t ion  is 
d i f f i c u l t .  

A p lace r  deposi t  is a concentrat ion of some sought-after n a t u r a l  ma te r i a l  t h a t  has 
accumulated i n  the  unconsolidated sediments of a stream bed. Heaviness and r e s i s t a n c e  
t o  corrosion make gold an i d e a l  substance t o  accumulate i n  p lace r  deposi t s  c l o s e  t o  the  
source rocks from which i t  has come. In addi t ion  t o  these  p roper t i e s ,  t h e  b r igh t  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  color  of gbld, e a s i l y  recognizable even i n  very small amounts, makes 
recovery by g rav i ty  separa t ion  f e a s i b l e .  Panning i s  t h e  simplest  method of separa t ing '  
the  gold from the  s i l t ,  sand, and gravel  of t h e  stream deposi ts .  It is ,  moreover, t h e  
method most commonly employed by t h e  beginning prospector.  



Hunting Far Gold (continued) 

The gold pan, &I indispensable prospecting t o o l ,  is  v e r s a t i l e ,  e f f i c i e n t ,  inexpensive, and 
portable.  With some prac t i ce ,  even an inexperienced panner should be a b l e  t o  recover most 
of t h e  gold from a charge of sand and gravel .  Recovery is  based on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  gold is 
much heavier  than t h e  minerals t h a t  make up the  sand and gravel  and, when t h e  charge is 
shaken and swirled with water, t h e  g ra ins  and f l a k e s  of gold s ink  and c o l l e c t  on the  
bottom of the  pan. A s  t h e  l i g h t e r  ma te r i a l s  a r e  winnowed from t h e  gold, they a r e  removed 
from the  pan. Eventually the  gold becomes concentrated along with some of t h e  dark heavy 
minetal  g ra ins  such a s  magnetite. F inal  separa t ion can be made with a small magnet. I n  
prospecting f o r  a gold lode the  gold pan i s  a l s o  the  indispensable tool .  A mortar and 
p e s t l e  must be added t o  pulverize t h e  rock before panning. After  t h e  rock has been 
pulverized, the  panning procedure is  t h e  same a s  f o r  p lacer  gold. 

Any prospective prospector i n  Alaska should be aware of platinum. The techniques of panning 
and mining of platinum a r e  t h e  same a s  f o r  gold. Platinum has been i d e n t i f i e d  i n  many a reas  
of Alaska and is  mined near Goodnews Bay. 

Accordfng t o  t h e  Bureau of Mines production summary f o r  1970, the  S t a t e  of Alaska produced 
34,776 jounces of gold. 

NIXON FIN4 ON $35 GOLD FIGURE 

An a r t i c l e ,  t i t l e d  "Pressure mounts f o r  gold hike" appeared i n  the  September 20 i s s u e  of 
Metals Week and s t a t e d  the  following: 

"The cry  f o r  an increase  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  gold p r i c e  grew louder a s  major na t ions  around 
t h e  world urged t h e  US t o  bear t h e  brunt  of achieving realignment of currency values. The 
U S  remained a s  adamant a s  ever i n  i t s  stand t o  hold t h e  $35 price.  

"Common Market nat ions  joined forces  i n  demanding t h a t  t h e  Nixon administrat ion devalue t h e  
d o l l a r  formally by r a i s i n g  the  o f f i c i a l  p r i c e  of gold. Bouncing back from its e a r l i e r  
f a i l u r e  t o  agree on a j o i n t  monetary pol icy ,  the  EEC took a pos i t ion  t h a t  gold should re- 
main t h e  backing f o r  t h e  tn te rna t iona l  monetary system while the  In te rna t iona l  Monetary 
Fund and i ts  Special  Drawing Rights should be  given a g rea te r  r o l e  a s  a reserve  asse t .  A t  
t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  six-nation bloc asked f o r  a f ixed p a r i t y  system, possibly with g rea te r  
f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  f luc tua t ion  allowances - perhaps changing t o  a 3% band - and is seeking t o  
end t h e  d o l l a r ' s  r o l e  as a reserve  currency. 

"The c a l l  f o r  a formal d o l l a r  devaluation w a s  repeated a t  a two-day London meeting of the  
IMF's Group of Ten. A t  t he  meeting, the  US heard a c a l l  f o r  an increase  i n  the  37-year- 
old o f f i c i a l  r a t e  as p a r t  of a general  program t o  rea l ign  currencies  and a s  a forerunner 
of negot ia t ions  t o  reform t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  monetary system. 

"With some $41-billion of gold reserves  held by t h e  I W  and nat ions  around the  world, an 
increase  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p r i ce  would indeed b o l s t e r  the  reserve  a s s e t s  of nat ions  holding 
gold - p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a r g e  holders such a s  France - i n  addi t ion  t o  increas ing US l fqufd i ty .  
Since IMF regula t ions  s t a t e  member nat ions '  currency values i n  terms of a f rac t5pp an 
ounce of gold - a s  w e l l  a s  i n  terms of t h e  d o l l a r  - a h ike  i n  the  gohi''price' would only 
be e f f e c t i v e  inxreal igning currency values and r i g h t i n g  the  US balance of pa$uents prob- 
l e m s  i f  o ther  nat ions  d idn ' t  follow with matching devaluations of t h e i r  own gold values. - 
A 10% hike  i n  t h e  gold p r i ce  - t o  $38.50 - has been suggested. 

, . 
"The f r e e  market held a t  i ts  $41-42 l eve l .  London p r ices  jumped t o  $42.24 i n  , an t i c ipa t ion  
of an announcement t h a t  the  o f f i c i a l  p r fce  would be ra i sed  sul is tant ia l ly .  But  the'^^ 
wasn't giving i n  t o  t h e  European and Japanese pressure.  Treasury Dept. o f f i c i a l  r e i t e r a t e d  
t h e  adminis t ra t ion 's  s tand on the  $35 price."  



AMC SURFACE PlINING VIEWS 

The Board of Direc tors  of t h e  American Ilining Comgress, supported by companies eneaged i n  
su r face  mintng, has &reed t o  endorse Federal su r face  mining l e g i s l a t i b n  'now p'eiding. The 
followifig paragraphs from an AI4C l e t t e r  addressed t o  the  House I n t e r i o r  and Insu la r  
Af fa i r s  Committee a r e  of i n t e r e s t :  

I t  In summary, t h e  mining indust ry  w i l l  support  a g ran t  of f e d e r a l  au thor i ty  t o  
set broad, reasonable guidel ines  f o r  mined-land reclamation while urging t h a t  

I t hese  guidel ines  be s u f f i c i e n t l y  broad a s  not  t o  impinge on t h e  'power of t h e  ' 

var ious  states a l s o  t o  regula te .  . I 

"This pos i t ion  represents  a profound change i n  the  views of t h e  mining indust ry  
, t 

on t h i s  sub jec t ,  made poss ib le  by enactment last year  of the  National Mining , 

and Mindrals Policy Act. 
- 8  

t t  I n  urging i h a t  the  s t a t e s  continue t o  have a responsible r o l e ,  w e  recognize 
t h a t  it  is incumbent on a s t a t e  t o  s a t i s f y  f e d e r a l  guidel ines  -- and i f  i t  

- does notl, then the  f e d e r a l  government w i l l  come i n t o  t h a t  s t a t e  and do the, 
, . L 

, . 
'"tie i t ~ i e l f . , ~ '  ' 
: : ., I j - : <  . , i , '  

,-' 
' DIVISION G ~ O G I S T S  RETURN' ' 

I 

Gordon Herreid, Geologist,  and'two s tuden t  a k s i s t a n t s  from t h e  Universi ty of ~ l a s k a ,  * J i m  
Pray and Tom Bundtzen, have returned from a season of geologiqal-geochemical mapping ,inl 
S.E. Alaska. Th'ey &rk&d 9 'an 8 x 26 m i l e  a r e a  arouri'd the  old Copper Elountain' mining 
d ' i s t r ic t  on Pr ince  of walds 'Islalad, about 40 m i l e s  wes ' t  of ~ e i c h i k a n . '  ' This a r e a  was'm6ch 
prospected i n  t h e  e a r l y  days, and s e v e r a l  small s i zed  depos i t s  were mined before World War 
I. There a r e  contac t  metamorphic copper depos i t s  near  Copper Mountain and faul t -cont ro l led  
copper and gold-lead-zinc depos i t s  some iffstance away. ~ e r r e i d ' s  mapping shows t h e  contac t  
metamorphic depos i t s  t o  be concentrat ions i n  a l a r g e  pyri te-bearing hornfe l s  aureole  
around"the Copper 'l~~oun-dain in t rus ive .  The faul t -cont ro l led  depos i t s  occur along N  and.''^^ 
trend3i'ng members of an extens ive  system of f a u l t s  with northern trending f a u l t s  c u t  by 
nbethwest tren'cting f a u l t s ,  which a r e  cu t  i n  t u r n  by w e s t  t rending f a u l t s .  A l l  of these  
are younger ' than a major over thrus t '  t h a t  sepa ra tes  t h e  o ldes t  rock i n  the  a r e a  (Males 
s c h i s t )  from the  overlying rockk!. Geochemical stream sediment samples were taken through- 

I .  
"'-o'ut t h e  area. '  Work i n  t h i s  complex mineralized a r e a  w i l l  continue. 

: i  ' I . + 
8 8 

A six-man team of t h r e e  geologistd - C. E. " J i m "  F r i t t s ,  G i lbe r t  Eakins, Robert Garland - 
and th ree  a s s i s t a n t s  - John Larson, B i l l  Roberts,  Mark Zdepski - mapped bedrock g e o l o ~ y  
ii.;"the Sbrvey' Pass quadrangle i n  the  south-central  Brooks Range t h i s  summer. I* eightji- 
s i x  days i n  the  f i e l d  with f u l l  he l i cop te r  support they mapped approximately 1700 square 
milesJ bf previously unmapped geology at  a s c a l e  of one m i l e  t o  'tlie inch. The p r i n c i p a l  , - 
f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a r e  major east-west t rending t h r u s t  f a u l t s .  They found cont inui ty  , 
with previous Survey mapping i n  the  Angayucham Nts. and t h e  Cosmos H i l l s  t o  t h e  south and 
southwest respect ive ly ,  and a l s o  with r ecen t ly  completed U.S.G.S. mapping of the  Wiseman 
quadrangle and eas te rn  por t ion  of the  Survey Pass quadrangle. In  addi t ion ,  a geochemical 
stream samplin program with complete coverage of a l l  of t h e  streams i n  the  a r e a w a s  cop- ig > < !  dccced ,' with. more than 600 samples being co l l ec ted  and s e n t ,  t o  the  Divis ion ' s '  1kboratolr)i' 

'+*lfacilit!ies ' i x i  College' f o r  analys is .  
- .  . 

The -&010gy of the  a r e a  was found t o  be var ied  and i n t e r e s t i n g .  Approximately 400 squ&e 
m i l e s  of t h e  mkpped a r e a  a r e  occupied by g r a n i t i c  plutons,  which form the  scenic  Arrig&tch 

, ,  Peak9 and Plt:.. I g i k p a k  The remaining bedrock c o n s i s t s  of marble ,~dolomite ,  s c h i s t ,  slate, 
Ad, ,qugrtzite..\ Among the more spectacular  "finds" of t h e  summer was a 425 lb .  quar tz  
crys ta l , . found,by Mark Zdepski, which the  Division donated t o  t h e  museum a t  t h e  Universi ty 
of Alaska. This unusual specimen is presen t ly  on d i sp lay  i n  t h e  foyer  of t h e  museum. 



Division Geologists Return (continued) 

Another in te res t ing  i n k d e n t ,  thouih not s t r i c t l y  geological, was 'Ehe discovery of art i-  
f a c t s  on the site of  t h e i r  camp a t  Walker Lake. A l l  information a h  Specimens of t h i s  
f ind were turned over t o  D r .  John Cook, Archaeologist, a t  the  University of Alaska. 

Geologic mapping during the  1971 season by Thomas E. smith': ~ e o l o g i s t , '  an4 Gary I. Kline, 
a s s i s t an t ,  i n  the Clezrwacer Mountains, cen t ra l  Alaska, hasT demonstrat edicthe continuity of 
a broad metavolcanic b e l t  between the  Amphitheater Mountains and the  a rea  south of Windy 
Creek t o  the wfst. The l&er par t  of the volcanic sect ion cons i s t s  mainly of massive 
basa l t  and basa i t i c  k d e s i t e ,  i n  pa r t  somewhat amygdaloidal; these give way upsection t o  a 
heterogeneous assemblage of lavas containing red hematit ic flows, amygdaloidal and columnar 
jointed fl,ows, a s  well  a s  nunerous interbeds of volcaniclas t ic  sediment and limestone. 
These broa'df'icale Sar'ia'tibns of character across the  volcanic terrane give promise of sub- 
divis ion i n  continued mapbmg e f fo r t s .  

- ,  I ,  

A th in  t r m s i t i o n a l  s e r i e s  of t u f f s  , limestones, and a r g i l l i t e s  separates  thk dolkitnic 
b e l t  from i soc l ina l l y  folded p e l i t i c  roc-ks t o  the  north. Arg i l l i t e s  with recognizable 
primary s t ruc tures  grade northward through s l a t e s  and phy l l i t e s  i n t o  b i o t i t i c  s ch i s t s  near 
the  headwaters of Clearwater Creek. This metamorphic pat tern  is an extension of an 

r _- I -  equivalent zonation mapped by S d t h  ko the  west i n  1968-69. 
/ \  " ' I 

A medium density stream. .&dime*t sambiing program was  ~6mpleted %n the  Mtl.l wee '  A-6 
'hGadrangle concurrently tii'rh geologic mapping. Th&e data  w i l l  be made d a i l a b l e  i n  the 

' r near future.  1 i .  

, '  I ,  2 ,  ' /  ( 1 '  

One example ,of :%he qdds'inv&lved i n  finding a mine was 'expressed i n  some s t a t i s t i c s  
recenf l y  reldased by' Cominco, Ltri. , a la rge  Canadian producer. In t he  past  40 years, 
Cotninco $as 'efrp10;kd 'more than 1000 prospects. "Explored" means g a h g  beyond the  prelim- 
i na ry  s tage 86. v3sual examination and taking a few samples. Of thksg 1000-plGs properties,  - , I  .-, \ , - 
.only 78 'weie j-uhged t o  be worthy of major work. This major work' devel'bped mi%able ore 
bodies a t  18 of the 78, but only 7 of the  18 resu l t ing  mines werg prof$table. - It has of ten 
been sa id  t h a t  only one i n  a hundred prospects is  successful, but Cominco's success has 
been 30% less than tha t .  

LOST RIVER SHUTS DOWN DRILLING 

Ldsr River Mining Company is shut t ing down its intensive diamond d r i l l i n g  program, which I 
has been i n  operation on a 24-hour basis  a l l  summer. Compaxiy o f f i c i a l s  f e e l  they have 
enough information now fo r  t h e i r  f e a s i b i l i t y  study. They w i l l  d'&'kenrr&$s 'liow on bulk 
samples. Reports indicate  there  a re  more ore  reserves (fluorite-t%h-t&8sten-beryllium) 
than previously esiimateil. (Alaska Construction & O i l  Report 9-14-71') 
- 1 :  , . , 

3 3 -  FIRST A I D  PS&UAL ,. - , 
1 i. I 

A new ed i t ion  of the Bureau of' Mines - f i r s t  a id  manual, j u s t  issued by the  In t e r io r  Depart- 
ment, i s  now avai lable  from the Government Pr int ing Office f o r  $1.25 per copy. '"l'hib 'bnual 
I-.as f o r  years been a major source of in fomat ion  on how to  t r e a t  i ndus t r i a l  accident vic- 
tims-: The 1'91-$a& manual contains pic tures  and tex t  describing tre-a'tments f o r  . 'v i r tual ly  
a l l  types of kkjtiries l i k e l y  t o  -be' suffered by mining and indubt r ia l  &i~kers. 

I ., , A  3 I 1:  I / 

Copies.of "Firsf Aid dor.rhe-Mineral  Industries" (catalog number I 20.16 F 51 2.9rH)) can be 
purchased ftom.the SuperShfandent of Documents, U.S. Government Pr int ing Office, ,Wshington, 
D.C. 20402' L A  quanti ty discount of 25 per cent is allowed ion ordsrs .of  more than 100 
copies mailed t o  a s ing le  address. 

-4- 



NEW OPEN FILE RELEASE 

The U.S. Geological Survey has re leased on open f i l e  t h e  following repor t :  
. . 

. . 

Chukchi Sea seismic r e f l e c t i o n  p r o f i l e s  and magnetic da ta ,  1970, between northern 
Alaska.and Herald Is land,  by Arthur Grantz, W. F. Hanna, and S. L. Wallace. 32 shee t s  
p r o f i l e s ,  2 shee t s  magnetic data,  1 loca t ion  map. 

. . , . 
This.repor.t  can.be seen i n  t h e  following l i s t e d  Alaskan o f f i c e s  of t h e  USGS and ADGS and 
c e r t a i n  USGS..unff ices i n  the  othek s t a t e s .  

I ,  

U. S. Geological Survey: 402 Brooks Building, College 
108 Skyline Building, Anchorage 
441 Federal  Building, Juneau 

. : Division of Geological Survey: College Rd. and Univ@rsity.Ave,,  .Cbllege 
. - . -  ,, . . , . , ; .  323 East 4th Ave., Anchorage 

509 Goldstein Building, Juneau ' 

306 Main S t r e e t ,  Ketchikan 
'.. ' ' 8 . a 

Material axom which copy can be made a t  p r i v a t e  expense is  ava i l ab le  a t  t h e  Alaskan 
Mineral r Resources Branch, USGS , 345 Widdlef i e l d  Rd. , . iilenlo Park, Ca l i f .  ,' ,94025. 

NEW DIVISION PUBLICATIONS 
'.: i. 

The following publ ica t ions  a r e  now ava i l ab le  through t h e  Division of Geologicail SurOey and 
Mining Information o f f i c e s  located a t  the  following addresses: . , ... . .-, . . . I .  I I * .  

. ... I ,  

. + .  .. '?,-  : , . .. S t a t e  of Alaska . 
Division of Geological Survey 

v : Pouch I4 P. 0. Bok: 80007 . 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 College, :A&aska 99701 

323 E. Fourth Avenue P. 0. Box 2438 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 

Bibliography of Alaskan Geology 1960 - 1964, compiled by Crawford E. F r i t t s  and Mildred 
E. Brown, Mvisiori  rif Geological Survey, College, Alaska, 1971. (81 p. ) . P i i c e  $1.00. 

BibliograpHy of Alaskan Geology 1950 - 1959, compiled by Crawford E. F r i t t s  and Mildred 
E. Brown, Division of Geological Survey, College, Alaska, 1971. (82 p. ). Pr ice  $1.00. 

t ! ' MERCURY i h  

An a r t i c 1 e ; " t i t l e d  "Mercury and t h e  Surtax", appearing iti the  September 20th i s s u e  of 
Metals Week s t a t e s :  "Cominco has n o t i f i e d  its customers t h a t  the  $7.60 import s u r t a x  
would no t  be absorbed by t h e  Canadian producer, bu t  would be b i l l e d  - a s  a separa te  i t e m  - 
t o  c u s t b k r s  accouhts". I 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  of 1971, the,:consumers of mercury i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  importdd 12,200 
f lasks .  Of this.amount a Canadian.;Company - Cominco - supplied 10,995 f l a s k s  o r  90% of 
the  t o t a l  imparts.. . 

1 

Cominco has maintained t h a t  the  Metals Week quotat ion is b a s i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  U.S. mercury 
mines; t h a t  Cominco w i l l  not  absorb the  10% sur tax  based on the  Metals Week quotat ion;  
and t h a t  the  added cos t  must be absorbed by the  U.S. consumer. 



Mercury (continued) 

For the  mercury dealer,  the $7.60 import sur tax simply increases the duty and widens the 
spread between the  U.S. and non-U.S. markets. I f  he can sell f o r  a $5 p r o f i t  i n  Europe, 
he won't sell  f o r  a lower p ro f i t  i n  the U.S. And since the U.S. spot market now must r e l y  
on non-Canadian imported metal, the $7.60 sur tax has automatically been absorbed iato 
the current U.S. market. Stated another way, p r io r  t o  the  sur tax Mexican mercury would 
sell  i n  the U,S. f o r  $11.40 (the 1971 duty) more than i t  would i n  Europe - f re igh t  
differences not considered. Since the  sur tax,  a seller of Mexican mercury would charge 
$19 more i n  the  U. S. And tha t  is exactly what has happened. %ile the European market 
has declined, the  U.S. has held and the spread between the two markets has widened by 
roughly the amount of the surtax. 

MINER HAS FAITH I N  GOLD 

John Miscovich, born and raised an Alaskan gold miner, but who has also been'a euccebs 
i n  off-shoots of mining has "never l o s t  f a i t h  i n  gold a s  a basic industry" d personally 
f ee l s  tha t  gold w i l l  w a i n  play a very important par t  i n  Alaska's economy. 

Miacovich, 53, one of four mining brothers and three sisters a l l  born at  F la t  to  pioneer 
miners Peter and Stana Miscovich, i s  still i n  the  mining business, but has made his orafk 
i n  other pa r t s  of the  world. One brother, Andrew, is also still a gold miner working 
i n  t he  Koyukuk area on Porcupine Creek, 

Miecovich is the inventor of the In t e l l i g i an t  Monitor which produces a high-volume! 
water spray directed by pre-set automatic controls. , I 

1 - 1  

The In t e l l i g i an t  Monitor of course is a l so  u t i l i zed  extensively i n  Alaska, presently 
being used i n  Flat  by t!*e Fullerton Brothers operating as Flat  Creek Placers, the  Priace 
Creek Mining Co. a t  F la t ,  and Mike O'Carroll at Ophir. 

Miscovich said  the monitor'has it a l l  over the  old hydraulic s lu ic ing  methods wed In 
the ea r ly  days of the  creeks by the F.B. Co. and other mining f i r m  because they ore 
f u l l y  automatic and don1 t need a nozzleman t o  point the water t ra jectory.  (Daily News 
Miner 9-21-71) A ! 

ALASKA MINING CLAIMS , 

Number of C l a i m s  Creek o r  Atea Quadrangle Date Notice Ported 

1 Candle Creek Candle June 1971 
, l , . ,  Fourth of July Creek Charley River July 1971 

31 Horace Mountain Chandalar June 1971 
14 Bachelor Creek Circle July 1971 

3 Landlocked Bay Cordova July 1971 .: 
/I 

18 Kasra~ln Peninsula ' Craig May 1971 
2 Niblack Craig AugiW1"1971 

21 My and Our Creeks Eagle AugiastJ:1971 

1 Daniels1 Creek 
3 Birch Creek 
2 Hogan H i l l  
2 Portage Creek 

Fairbanks Ad& 1971 
Fairbanks J d y  1971 
Gulkana August 1971 
Healy August 1971 
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Alaska Mining Claims (continued) ~ 
Number of Claims - Creek o r  Area 

Jack River 
F a l l s  Creek 
Dome Creek 
E l l i o t  Highway 

Powell' Gulch 
Big Eldorado Creek 
S i m i l e  Creek 
Summit Creek 

Tincan Creek 
Saksaia Glacier  
Sherre t  Creek 
Solomon River 

a Off i e l d  Creek 
Tin Creek 
Buck Creek 

, " sheep Creek . , 
Jackson Point  
Hummel Bar 
Allen River 

Quadrangle 

Healy 
Ketchikan 
Livengood 
Livengood 

Lit. Hayes 
IJabesna 
Seward 
Seward 

Seward 
Skagway 
Solomon 
Solomon 

T e l l e r  
T e l l e r  
T e l l e r  
Valdez- 

Valdez 
Wiseman 
Wiseman 

Date Notice Pasted 

August 1971 
August 191 1 
!,lay, August 1971 
Ju ly  1971 ' 

METAL l W E T  

August 1971 
August 1971 
August 1971 
August 1971 

, 
August 1971 
June 1971 
August 1971 

' August 1971 

Ju ly  1971 
May 1971 
August 1971 
August 1971 

August 1971 
August 1971 
August 1971 

~bpt'ember 27 1971 Month Ago 

Antimony ore ,  s t u  equivalent  
European o r e  

Bar i t e  ( d r i l l i n g  mud grade 
per  ton  

Beryllium powder, 9%%, per  16 
Chrome o re  per  long ton 
Copper per  l b .  
Gold per  oz. 
Lead per  lb .  
Mercury pe r  76# f l a s k  
Molybdenum conc. per  lb .  . . 
Nickel per  l b .  
P l a t i n g  pe r  oz. 
S i lve r ,  New York, per  oz. , 
Tin per  l b .  
Titanium o r e  per  tqn  (I lmenite)  
Tungsten ,per u n i t  
Zinc per  Lb. , 

Year Ago 



MINING .XMPACT STATEMENT 

In an address t o  t h e  Society of Mining Engineers of the  AIIa i n  S e a t t l e  on September 22, 
M r .  Ehar les  F-.- ~ e r b e r t ,  Commissioner of Natural Resources, "took a look" at t h e  Federal 
Environmental Protect ion Act of 1969 and subsequent regula t ions  t o  see how these  apply t o  
t h e  question "Si~oubd Alaska be developed?" "I believe" s a i d  M r .  Herbert,  " that  t h e  A c t  
provides a sound l e g a l  b a s i s  f o r  defeat ing n i h i l i s t i c  emotions and, s ince  Alaska is 
r e l a t i v e l y  undeveloped, adoption of environmental safeguards w i l l  be simpler than 
correc t ing longstanding abuses." H e  quoted from t h e  A c t  t o  show t h a t  it emphasized 
production in harmony with t h e  environment and seeks t h e  w i s e  use of t h e  Nation's re- 
sources consis tent  with maintenance of "safe, hea l th fu l ,  productive, and e s t h e t i c a l l y  and 
c u l t u r a l l y ~ p l e a s i n g  surroundings." , *  , 

'- . 
The Act requires  t h a t  an environmental impact statement be prepared on any proposed 
p ro jec t  t h a t  h a s , a  major Federal impact to determine i f  t h e  p ro jec t  meets t h e  require-  
ments of the;J,giw. Mr. Herbert proposed t h a t  t h e  search f o r  mineral wealth i n  Alaska be 
expanded and thag:.,pres and a i n e r a l  f u e l s  be produced. H e  then narra ted  i n  some d e t a i l  
how h i s  p r o p o s a 1 , ~ o u l d  be described, j u s t i f i e d ,  and found necessary i n  t h e  required 
impact s tatement,  and would meet the  requirements of t h e  A c t .  He a l s o  dwelled on t h e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  whlch is  proposed by Same (do nothing) and what its bad e f f e c t s  would be 
on t h e  Nation\and i ts  people. 

M r .  H e r b e ~ b i g o ~ c l u d e d  with,  "True,- there a r e  problems with protec t ing t h e  environment-- 
the re  are even g r e a t e r  problems i n  protec t ing t h e  Nation from t h e  p rese rva t ion i s t s .  W e  
can m e e t  bsqh typeg of problems with t h e  Environmental ,Protection A c t  of 1969." 

L. (' 

\ , a 

GOLD HIJACKING 

~ An article, t i t l e d  "Gold hi jacking not  dead eitb+r." appeared i n  the  September 14 i s s u e  
of t h e  Daily News Miner and s t a ted :  Clinton RotEliurn, owner of a gold mine a t  Deadwood 
Creek Alaska, reported t o  S t a t e  Troopers t h a t  an<.yn,Fom quant i ty  of gold was taken from 

I, ' h i s  s l u l c e  boxes. 2 .- 

Progress-toward p r i n t i n g  t h e  f i n a l  aeromag maps is not  a s  f a r  along as we had hoped. 
We are &w looking a t  November 30 a s  a poss ib le  d a t e  f o r  t h e  s a l e  of at  l e a s t  thoae maps 
within t h e  Tanacross and Nabesna quadrangles. A s  announced i n  e a r l i e r  Bul le t ins ,  we  are 
compiling a mailing list f o r  s a l e  not ices .  When we know pos i t ive ly  when t h e  f i r s t  sa1,e 
can be held and what maps 6111 be ava i l ab le  a t  t h a t  s a l e ,  w e  w i l l  mail  out  s a l e  no t i ces  
giving t h e  'exact . 

,i f 

GLACIER BAY WITHDRAWAL PROPOSALS 

The la thAt" i i rge  withdrawal proposals a r e  by t h e  National Park Service withc regard t o  t h e  
Glacier  Bay National ilonime&t, which i s  present ly  open t o  mining. The Monument is gen- 
e r a l l y  considered t o  have @ excel lent  mining po ten t i a l .  The proposals are t o  (1) 
e s t a b l i s h  a 2,210,600 acidiki lderness  a r e a  within the  Monument, o r  (2) deeignate t h e  
Monument: a s  a na t iona l  park. Hearings w i l 1 , b e  held November 17 t o  20 i n  Anchorage and : 
Juneau. Further i n f o m a t i c n ,  maps, plans,  e t c . ,  can be obtained from t h e  National Park 
Service, Room 376 Federal Building, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 


