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CONGRESS PASSES CLAIM 

t . ;> 
WASHINGTON (Spe~ia1)-- congress passed and sent t o  President ~tacb* a b i l l  which he , 

signed on Dec. 14$: 1971 granting Alaska's 55,000 Native people 40 mil l ion acres  of land - 
and $962. f m i l i b $ .  culminating nor e than four years of ac t i ve  l e g i s l a t i v e  consideration, 
f i n a l  congressioniil passage came' a s  t h e  Senate shouted its approval the  conference 
committee'compromise b i l l .  House passage came e a r l i e r  on a r o l l  c a l l  vote of 302 t o  60. 
Congressional passage of a claims settlement comes 104 years a f t e r  the  United S ta tes  
purchas* Alaska from Russia and 87 years a f t e r  Congress s t ipulated t h a t  Alaska's Native 
pebple a r e  ep t i t l ed  t o  a l e g i s l a t i v e  settlement of t he i r  claim t o  land. 

' I  

Twenty-three Aeromagnetic Survey Maps of the Nabesna quadrangle a r e  now on $a le  
by- t h e  Division of deblog'ica~' Survey. Copies of t he  maps can be obtained a t  our Division 
off i ces  a t  College, ~uneau ,  '&chorage, and Ketchikan, 

' 1 - 
Additiohal saxes a r e  planned f o r  t he  remaining 69 Ihaps. The 'East Alaska Range 

Survey should bk avai lable  dufing the 1atte.r par t  ofJJanuary and nbaps on t he  Seward and 
Goodnews surveys should be' avai lable  i n  February. 

. 
I 

' ' ' AmKA MINERS ASSOCIATION 

The Alaslcb Miners Asbociation held its annual d i rec tors  meeting i n  Fairbanks on 
December'9,' 1971.' The Assoc%&tion a t  present has eight braachss, with headquarters at  
Fairbanks; The other seven brbnc'hes a r e  i n  Anchorage, N6me, Ketchikan, Juneau, Sitka,  
Kenai, add' KuskokLm. Approximately 35 'members a t  tended the  meetid' t o  diacuse with ' L t  

S t a t e  and Federal represmta t ives  prdblems facing miners and prospectors. 

Ernest N. WolS.f, president of the  association reviewed &me of * the  b i l l s  before 
Congress proposingJchanges i n  laws regulating mining and exploration on Federal Lands 
and pointed ou t  t ha t  almost a l l  of Alaska f a l l s ' i n  t ha t  category. Wolff a l s o  brought . 

out t h a t  there  is a need f o r  much closer  contact and cooperation between the  e ight  
branches of the  Alaska Miners Association. This is especially important because t he  2 

Miners Association is the  only organization t ha t  is act ively  trying t o  prerent t he  
views of t he  res idents  of -the s t a t e  t o  the  U.S. Congress and a l l  other outsiders who 
a r e  attempting t o  determifie the  use of Alaska's land and resources. The magnitude of 
the  job was i l l u s t r a t e d  by the  f a c t  thak there  a r e  only 608 members in the Alaeka. Miners 
Association, while one nat ional  conservation group which is exerting its influence i n  
t h i s  area alone has over 200,000 members. 



ALASKA MINERS ASSOCIATION (Continued) - ---- - 
Ph i l  Jloldsworth, v ice  president of the  ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  formkr Conmissioner of the  Qtatc 

Department of Natural Resources, and long-time Alaskan i n  varf ous mining a c t i v i t i e s ,  '' 
discussed the  nat ive  lands claims b i l l s .  Iloldsworth is presently a member of the  Jo-t 
S t a t e  Federal Natural Resources and Land Use Planning Commission. H e  mentioned tha t  'the 
Alaska Miners Association should have a much la rger  membership and expressed hope tha t  
something wi l l ' be  done t o  strengthen t h e  voice of the  mining industry. 

L - ..' 
M r .  W., E. Eckard, chief of the U.S. Bureau of Mines Alaskan a c t i v i t i e s ,  reviewed the  

recent changes i n  the  Bureau and summarized i ts  varied dut ies .  Eckard revealed t ha t  the  
Bureau with i ts  6,000 employees can no longer be thought of a s  simply an agency which 
d r i l l s  mineral deposits  and estimates o r e  tonnages, but one tha t  (1) makes s tud ies  of 
wilderness areas,  power po ten t ia l  of r i ve r  basins, waste disposal ,  petroleum conservation, 

l and mineral resource inventories,  (2) regulates  heal th  and sa fe ty  standards i n  t he  mineral 
- industry, and (3) works with the  National Park Service and other agencies on p r o b l a s  -- 
involving mineral resources. Programs i n  Alaska i n  which the  Bureau has recent ly  been 
involved include commodity s tud ies  of mercury, copper, lead,  and coal. A program t o  
d r i l l  the  coa l  deposits  i n  t h e  Cape Lisburne area is planned. Studies of the  i ron  o re  
d8posits  i n  southeastern and southwestern Alaska a r e  proposed t o  determine i f  they can 
be marketed ' i n  Japan. Cooperative Bureau of ?!lines-University of Alaska projects  uhder- 
way a r e  the  study of Alaska mercury ore  beneficiat ion and the  t ransporta t ion of coa l  
within the  s t a t e .  The Bureau works with t he  Alaska Power Administration on water re- 
sources. 

A 1  Service, the  U.S. Bureau of Mines l i a i s o n  o f f i ce r  i n  ~ l a h c a ,  was introduced a t  
t he  meeting a s  one of 35 such o f f i ce r s  i n  the United S ta tes  and the  "best man t o  get  
you ins ide  bureaucracy quicker than anyone". H i s  off i c e  i s  i n  t he  Federal Building i n  
Anchorage. 

W i l l i a m  c . Fackler , Assistant  Commissibner fo r  Minerals, Alaska Department of 
' Natural Resources, b r i e f ly  outlined the  functions of the  Division of GeologicaX Survey 

and recent changes i n  the  organization. James A. Williams, former Director of the  
Division, has been appointed t o  t he  s t a t e ' s  Land Use Planning Unit which w i l l  work 
j o in t l y  with t h e  Federal hatural  Resources and Land Use ~ l a h n i n g  Commission i n  deter-  
mining the  best  ways t o  manage the  lands i n  Alaska. Because of h i s  many, years experi- , 

ence i n  t h e  minerals f i e l d  i n  Alaska, Williams w i l l  be very important a s  the  man t o  
represent t he  views of mining people t o  the  Commission. Of the  15 members on t he  
Commission, 6 w i l l  be furnished by the  State .  Fackler s ta ted  t h a t  the  present S t a t e  
Division of Geological Survey has broader du t i e s  than its preceding agencies. These 
du t i e s  include complete geologic mapping of the  s t a t e ,  na tura l  resources sunfeys,,, 
t he  study of geologic hazards and water resources, s t ra t ig raphic  s tudies ,  and geo-,  
physical surveys. It has been proposed tha t  a j o in t  State-U.S. Geological Survey pro- 
ject be undertaken t o  publish a summary of t he  geology of Alaska. Fackler showed the  
group attending the  meeting a map of Alaska prepared by the  Bureau of Land Management. 
The map presents i n  color  the  various land c l a s s i f i ca t i ons  and propased c lass i f ica t ione .  
The locat ion of nat ive  v i l l ages ,  which w i l l  be important i n  t h e  nat ive  land c l a w  

I eetxlement, a r e  a l s o  showp,on the  map. The members showed a great  dea l  of i n t e r ee t  
i n  t he  map, which had no t i t l e  but was published i n  October 1971, and presumablp,.is 

I ' i .  

avai lable  from the  Bureau of Land Management. 

The S ivf  s ion  w i l l  continue par t ic ipat ing i n  a e r i a l  magnetometer surveys next 
summer. A t  present the  Talkeetna Mountains and Eagle quadrangles a r e  being considered 
a s  possible,ar,eas t o  be flown, but the s t a t e  w i l l  welcome discuss,ion. 

r .  
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ALASKA EAR= SCIENCE PROGRAMS :!(Cant inued) -- 

Among t h e  t o p k s  of discussion:'  8 ,  ' ,. .- , 
I - I -> , . !  - .,, .. . . I ,  . 

R w i e w  of f orma1 -FederBl-State cooperative pro@- i n  aeromegnetic and gravi ty  :- . 
surveys and t h e  subsurface. geology of theCookIn le t . a r ' eas ,  and plans f o r  f o r t h - .  
coming f i e l d  .season. Further cooriaalnation and cooperation. was indicated i n  f i e l d  *-r 

s tud ies  i n  the  Brooks Range, Alaska Range, and southeastern Alaska. ,,: : ; 

Cooperation on s tud ies  of natural  o i l  and gasxseepages i n  t he  Gulf of Alasb,':and 
plans fo r  a jo in t  ~WS-USBl f i e l d :  study. next: season i n  t he .  Granite Fiords WiUer.-i;.ri; 
ness . Study a rea  i n  iou.theastern ,Alaska; . . . . . .  . . 

. I : . .  . I .  . 
. -  :-; . '  , i :. . . .  , . . . 

The University of Alaska outlined a highly d ivers i f ied  program including volcanology, 
seismology, glaciology, offshore sedimentation, environmental geology, geochronology, 
an&m%a&ral resourcen studies.. i :  ,.:!:' . .  

. . . . .  . . . , . :: .. 

Off i c i a l s  a t  tending the  meeting included William C . Fackler , Assistant  ~o&is s ione r  
f o r  Minerals, S t a t e  of Alaska, Wil1iam.E;'. Eckkrd;. Chief, Alaska Field Operations Center, 
Bureau of Mines, Professor Carl  S. Benson, Head, Dept. of Geology, University of Alaska. 
Professor '; R&er% B. Forbes:: presented a sumhary of the  University !.s prbgrm.. .;aixor(z. i C. 

..... .... ...... -~.:;4i- , : : : :  . ! ? , : : ; , : j  :;, ., j , :,*. . .. . . . . . . . .  . i:,-~3+3.3 z,,jn.:(; , . . . 

'NUirh:prosa~s~;6f-.such divers i ty ,"  Gryc -said, "it is qu i t e  importahtslbha9 Me . 
sc  i&n~i..$ts-~~ : t etchnic,lans 'and adninis t r a t o t  s' involved have t he  oppor tuni2;yG to; cobrdinate 
and pl& the: programs tri.t-h best '  ef fect iveness  . The meeting was qu$t ei.&ruit f u l  ; ; f o3lowr. 
up' kbiifef&& and exchanges have,been arranged, and another summary c o n f e r e e :  $is : , r ;*:1 

. . .  schbdled.! f br ^h&t year a t  the U ~ i v e r s i t y  of Alaska. :': . . . . . . . . j ) .  .:. : . . _ :  
. . 

. . . . .  . . . ' .: ..,. 

I ; .  

mJ OPEN FILE RELEASE 
. . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . .  ..... c .  : , ;,.; . . . . .  . . .  

The U. S. Geological Survey has -released on .open f i l e  the.afollowing reports:  :.! : ! 
. ",<,: f .  ' ' . I  1 : 1 1 1  . .  -1 % 

7. 

1. Early Paleozoic f o s s i l s  i n  the  Neruokpuk Formation, northeast  Alaska, by ;  : :  : 
J. T. Dutro, Jr., H. N. Reiser, R. L. Detterman, and W. P. Brosge. 5 p. 

. , 3 . < '  . , . . . .., . . .  . . 

2. ~nal~$es.! bf ' samples and pr4lirhiima;ry geologic .summary of barite-sf *+base 
metal dkpos'its near Glacier Creek, Skagway B-4 quadrangle, southeastern 
Alaska, by E. M. MacKevett, Jr. 8 p., 2 f igs . ,  1 table.  

... :' ,.' y . . .  . :  t' ' . 1 . . L  '. . :; 

"3 .':'*.&$&king. eniirironment of natural  co r r  tdors;. from Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, t o  
. baf&ton,.Canada, by D. .B.:Kr&nsley;.V. E. Davies, J... Rachlin, and E. G. 

Newton. 104 p., 1 pl .  . . .  

4. Generalized geologic m&g~?rf.j'the Eagle River-VirchwQod areas  greater  Anchorage 
area,  Borough, 'Alakka, 't>l 8. t .R.  ~Schanoll, E r n e s t  Dobrowlny, and Chester 
Zenone. 1 sheet,  s ca l e  1:63,360. 

. . .  . . .  '. . . i t  ) _  ,!:,'.i, , ' , - t  ': j , . ' ,; .. :; . .  , ,. , . ., 
5: " Generalized grope map of . '.the .Eagle: River-Birchhod area  ,: greatera Anchorage , .I;: 

area,  Borough, Alaska, by H. R. Schmoll and Ernest DobrovoXny. 'I." sheet ,  ' 

sca le  1~63,360. 
, . . a  ,.,::; i,. jIi , : . . . . . .  .. - - . . . . . : . . . . . .  : .  :. . .> . ;, . . :.i r -. 

'P'fiW . r epor t s  can be seen i n  tfie 'following l i s t e d  Alaskan ofif ices ;of --the USGS and 
. . . .  . . ..... , ...:. ' . :I . . ADGS and c h t a i n  USGS off i c e s  itl tki'e: beher -states.  ' .  

. . . .  . . .  ::j '., :: .: . . . . 
' i :  - , . . ' ,  , . . . ?  

.,.>!,' : . ?. . . : n i  .:.' , .,pi, , . : t; . - 
-4-. . . . i c : ~  



OPm FILE RELEASE (Chntinued) 

U.S. Geological Survey: 402 Brooks Building, College 
108 Skyline Building , Anchorage 
441 Federal Building, Juneau 

" - 
Division of Geologfcal . Survey : College Road and University Ava., College 

. * 323 East 4th  Ave., Anchorage 
509 Goldseein Building, Juneau , 

:$: - National Bank o f f i a s k a ~  Buildbg; Ketch ihn  
- . ; .  

Material.fqwa,_wki~h copy can be made a t  pr ivate  expense is avai lable  a t  the Alaskan 
Mineral Resources ,Branchc USGS , 345 Middlef i e ld  Rd . , Menlo Park, Calif orrria 94025. 

, ." . 
7 ;I- . :  --- NEW DIVISION PUBLICATION 

1 ' . . I  - ,.; , ..;i a , 
The Alaska Division of Gwlogical  Survey, Department of Natural Resource-s, has . .  

released Geochemical R e p o r t  No. 24 a s  follows: 

Analyses of rock and' .streamrsedirnent samples Hetta I n l e t  area, Prince of 
Wales Island, Craig quadrangle, Alaska by Gordon Herreid. 

- The report  cos t s  $1.00 and may be obtained from the Division of Geological Survey 
of f i ce s  located a t  College Road and University Ave., College; 323 East 4th  Ave., 
Anchorage; 509 Goldstein Building, Juneau; and National Bank of Alaska Building, 
Ketchikan. 

PROPOSAL EX-S PROSPECTORS ' ROLE 
(Western MLning News 12/3/71) 

The Nixon adrninil*tration's proposed, revis ion of the  1872 mining law would .at up 
a aew location-and-patent syatem fo r  "hardrock" minerals such a s  gold and copper t o  
insure a continuing role fo r  individual prospectors. This c l a r i f i ca t ion  , of the  pro- 
porped 1egislat;frorswas given by In te r ior  Secretary Rogers C. B. Morton, according to 
news dispatches from Washington, D.C. F i r s t  accounts indicated a leasing system m e  
proposed i n  place of t he  claim location system. Only "bedded" minerals such a s  
coa l  end phosphates would be brought under leasing regulatgons, Morton explained. 
However, persons who searched for  hardrock minerals on the  public domain would have 
t o  nbfgin a federal  prospecting l i cense  i n  each state where prospecting was done. 
Pexsow granted patents on publicly-owned mineral land would have t o  make royal ty  
payments t o  t he  government, Morton indicated. Unpatented mining claims would have t o  
be recorded with t he  federal  government within a year from the  measure's passage o r  
they would be presumed abandoned and the  afgected land would be open f o r  new claim 
locations. Valid exis t ing r i g h t s  under present mining l a w s  would be preserved, Morton 
said. There would be more emphasis on environmental protection, he said ,  with greater  
management controls  by the  federal  agency administering the  surface. 

,* * , 
, 1 -  MORE MINE FEES SOUGHT 

(Western Mining News 11/26/71) '> 

Recently, interior secretary Rogers C. B. Morton proposed two new lawe to  t*hten 
mining and mineral leasing pract ices  on federal  land t o  bring the goverment mare 
income and t he  states a share i n  the prof i t .  Morton sent to Congress, with an argent  
request fo r  action,  two b i l l s  t o  update the  Mining Law of 1872 and Mineral Leasing 
A c t  of 1920. Both b i l l s  would rsquire  competitive bidding fo r  mining permits, leases, 
or  sales contracts  f o r  comerc ia l ly  valuable minerals. For the f i r s t  time the  govern- 
ment w i l l  co l l ec t  roya l t i e s  on minerals covered u&er the  Mining Law, which would 
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MORE MINE' FEES SOUGKC~(Con~'&nued) 

a l so  provide fo r  sharing of 37.5 per cent of the'mineral proceeds with &c3h state. The 
present leas ing law already provides f o r  royal ty  payments, but it  would be expanded 
t o  include leasing of federa l  land f o r  the  production of construction minerals including 
stone, sand, gravel, pumice, cinders,  c lay and others.  Each proposed law would require  
the. consent of the  federa l  agency managing $.he land 5xt quisiiori 'before the ' i i i teriar  
secretary could. i s sue  mining permits .or leases ,  and each agency could decide which 
lands should be r,emove& ftom miliingfor leasing "for a higher use or  t o  protect  o r  
enhance.-&he e ~ v S r o w e n t ,  " t h e  annoullcement said. Each b i l l  would provide f o r  issuance 
of a 2-year prospecting l icense;  the  mining b i l l  would require  a l s o  a 5-year permit 

.. f o r  , qcpilnrat ion, development and production - inc3utling the  r e n t a l  a~ fbyal ty  $ovisions. 
Both bif;Ls would .permit the administrat ive canceil'atidn of permits o r  leases .i!f W k r  
terms a r e  viola ted;  under present law, cancel la t ion requires  a court  decision. The 
proposed mining b i l l  would a l s o  requi&:a mandator* h'kformance bond t o  back up land- 
reclamation plans and would impose penal t ies  f o r  noncompliance -- $1,000 per day f o r  
each $n£raceion, o r  $.30,000 pee day fir31 each d e l i b e k t d  viola t ion.  

; 1 

\ . . .* t jer  ; ,-f 

BRIGHT FUTURE SEEN FOR SILVER & G O I 9  - . . . - . ... 
, r . . 7 ..:. ' .- ... (WesternNXning News 12/1Ufi71) . -  .. . , 

' . '  
. ,.'. 1 ..! , , . .. ~ . : ! ; - a ' .  

. .: . t 1. . . ..' 

Speakers assured the  Northwest Mining Association i n  Spokane, Washington, t ha t  
e f fo r t s  t o  phase:Qubgold from world markets;&ire doomed.' ':And &en the  "~ilver.:.l[rdgers 
Association, " wh.-.:in2ludes most of the  NbrctW'Idziho miniiig industry, '  w i l l  se& i- 
re turn  t o  high&*pt.*ks, the 77th- annwil cECbtnventfon was. told.  Rising &ld prtkds 
while finance minis ters  a r e  t rying t o  fade it off the  monetary scene were pointed' 
out by Adolph von Thadden, a West German po l i t i c i an  and monetary expert,  and Russell 
E. Wallace of San Franciscq;.J@arketi.ng. in&?ager f &$$~est'iike Mining Co . "Gold as , 
payment mechanism is irreplac&ble,"':von:Thadden .sa'iddl "If the  U. S. d o l l a r s  we  hold 
i n  Germany can ' t  be converted, they a r e  j u s t  so many pieces of paper." H e  urged the  
debegates: t o  avoid '?ritual!.thinking" i n  looking a t  the  world:ihoht5tky c r i s i s  cregted 
b y i ~ r e s i d e n t  ~ i x o n ? s : q c t i o n  Aug. 15. - "Something must'be done,? he' said.  "We ib: Wkst 
G e m n y  have enough!. Eboise.:EJ.S. d o l l a r s  t o  buy out  boifi t he  ~ord-'&id %era1 Motbrs 
operations, i n  our country. " Wallace described t h e  h'ew market ink:: sbiidi-e&- complet&l 
by has company. "Gold c consumption f o r  : j ewelry and - indus t r ia l '  us& %d :$is$& fast, " 
he explained. "Gold, .production is  i n  a s teady di26lihe.11 With thes& t&:'factord '" <' 
tugging a t  each other i  he said ,  h i s  compaily~fdrecasts~ "a' resurgence bT' gbld buying." 
"I'm-,a gold peddler,.  and I. have a commodity~ tha t  r e f l e c t s  l-ight beaut i ful ly ,  i s .  mrlffe: 
able ,  shiny, wears well  and f o r  i ndus t r i a l  uses is  only a .&a l l  f r ac t i on  of the'k&&f 
product cost .  Yes, I think we have a gobd product t ha t  w i l l  continue i n  heavjt d d i r d , "  
WalAace said.  1:: -. .:' '"' 

s. . 'J 
. . I!f;?;;$;:. . '  .. . . 79 , * c  :I : , i  - .  ,.::> a.i .,> .. . t 1 Silver :' . . . . 'ri.ii:., ; . r c!,, ;i . .: .-I 3 

. , . ._ , . ;....I? :.;( !;~:r~(WesternMiningNews12/10/71) . - T ; .  i . ~ ,  .. )... g . -- , .::;..>f 

c , .. ',,... . t :(:. ,; ;>I!.,::).. .p? , '..i i: 

Charles R. Stahl;? :& .Pr3nceton, N - J  : , economris t spec,ia.lizikig id  the' 'precidub "."' . ' '  

metals market, to ld  the  conventioneers t h a t  s i l v e r  is a victim of poor comtodity 
trading pract ices  and misinformation. "Supervd8i.on..'is needed t o  prevent the  f lagrant  
contradictions i n  s i l v e r  suppXjt 'figures by vado&'  c5anmiodity exchanges and s i l v e r  
users," he said. H e  noted t h a t  mil l ions  of do l l a r s  were l o s t  i n  t he  l a s t  few years by 
pe~p .18~  lwho. .were. buying!. s i l ve r  bul l ion,  fcoins and;-+skLVet' cbmpany s tockd ,'&sed: .qh misin- 

5 ,  ? ?(.i,f,: formatPon;l! H e  assai3ed . the .  "scare talk" OD the SPZver. W s @ r B .  Associ&' t ion ' . t~i r ig  t o .  , 

keeps s i l v e r  p t i ee s  lnw. '!There is  no reason to  debpair about the  future '  of' siliter.,'"' ' 
Stah1 ;c&betl.!'+ "It '1 s a s  .bright and glamorous: today a s  it was twri?7to f ivii years 8;gd';" . 
But .perdis&enta -Itbear!? r a id s ,  he sugg&ted, prevented the  price' fr&$:ref9&ting 'the;'. , : 

trua..-f.uMam&taf s'. -:''IJltimately the  kS? of supply and demarid:':wil.l '9t;'evai~::""': The U! . ';S . " ' 
Bureau !&+ Mines:, he :said, estimated t-hat only 14 years f rc&. riow--&&Id industrial: con-;:... 
sumption of s i l v e r  w i l l  amount t o  nearly 800 mil l ion ounc6s annually, double present 
conaumpt ion. 
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UNIQUE QUALITY OF SILVER TOLD 
(WesternMining News 11/5/71) ' 

Pure salver has a unique capacity t o  absorb and release oxygen, thus providing 
an e f f i c i en t  and se lec t ive  way by which oxygen atoms can be added t o  ce r t a in  compounds 
o r  hydrogen'storns removed from them. This is why needles of pure metall icr  s i l v e r  are 
employed as ca t a lys t s  fo r  producing mil l ions  of pounds of forraaldehyde and ethylene - 
oxide from methanol and ethylene, the Silver In s t i t u t e ,  Inc., says. Formaldehyde is 
an essen t ia l  conponent of melamine res in ,  of which more than a half of bPl1ion pounds 
yearly are used t o  make dishes, buttons, b o t t l e  caps, t ab le  tops and toher products, 
i t  adds. Ethylene oxide is the source of ethylene glycol, used i n ' a n  an t i f reeze  'and 
a s ' t he  raw matex?ial f o r  the  expanding volume of polyester t ex t i l e s ,  carpets  and 
permanent press garments, a s  w e l l  a s  for  more than half a b i l l i o n  pounds ahnually of 
f i b e r  g lass  polyester p l a s t i c s  for  boats, furni ture ,  auto bodies and construction 
materials. . a x  .$ 

SILVER PRICE LOW, VALUE HIGHEST I - 
I I- (Western Mining News1 11/26/72) \ 

I 

Of a l l  the so-called precious o r  platinum group of metals, s i l v e r  has the  lowest 
do l l a r  value yet ,  i n  many respects,  it is the most valuable and precious of them al l .  
So said Jack Kaplan, president of Spi ra l  Metal Co., New Pork, i n  a recent a r t i c l e .  
Gold!$ u t i l i t a r i a n  value has, s ince ant iqui ty ,  played a secondary r o l e  i n  it* pqSrttion 
as gj+%easure of wealth,:".he said.  I f  gold were priced f o r  3ts u t i l i t a r i a n  wortl@lorw, 
it d d  command consfderably less. Silver,  however, is valued primarily because f t f  
is essen t ia l  t o  industry. It is c r i t i c a l  i n  t h e  production of film. The e2ectronicsi ' 
industry uses it f o r  contacts and a var ie ty  of other purposes. It is a v i t a l  par t  of 
many chemicals. And more s i l ve r  is used each year than is mined. "We a r e  told  t h a t  
with t h e  hundreds-of mil l ions  of ounces of s i l ve r  overhanging the  market there  is no 
immediate shortage of the  metal i n  sight," Ka~ilan said.! "I dispute  thds point i n  
several regards." ' "Firs t ,  no one is absolutely sure  j u s t  how much s i l ve r  has been 
hoarded away ;and t r u l y  'can be regarded as speculative. Second, I suspect that a 
considerable portion of whatever speculative s i l v e r  does ex i s t  is i n  ex t rmkly  strong 
hands. Third, industry 's  need for  . s i l ve r  & on the  rise, yet the  pr ice  i s n ' t  anywhere 
near t h e  l eve l s  necessary t o  accelerate  s f lve r  mining." Despite a l l  the  rhetor ic  
t o  t he  contrary, Kaplan said ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s tages  of the  present terminal do l l a r  
c r i a i e , , t h e  U.S. do l la r  w i l l  be o f f i c i a l l y  devalued substant ia l ly  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  
gold. . The f r e e  ntarke't gold pr ice  rise has already begun t o  s ignal  t h i s  coming, event. 
"Historically,'" he said,  "dilver benef i ts  proportionately from a. gold pr ice  hike. 
From its presently depressed l eve l  w e  believe s i l v e r  w i l l  rise' m e  than gold. S i l v e r  
is a l so  comingtinto a period of i ndus t r i a l  short  supply. W e  believe s i l v e r  is the 
outstanding choice f o r  cap i t a l  gains i n  the  coming months and beyond."- , 

ANTARCTICA! s !'DRY" VALLEYS TO BE MAPPED -- 
(U.S. D e p t d  of the  In te r ior  10/32/71) -A 

A team of Federal surveyors w i l l  undertake control  surveys i n  the  snow-free, 
"dry" val leys  of Antarctica during November and December 1971 i n  preparation fo r  a 
series uf eight new, highly-detailed orthophotomaps of the  region t o  be c a n p i 1 4  by 
the  U,.S,.Gmlogical Survey, Department of the  In te r ior .  

The faurlnen USGS team w i l l  concentrate t h e i r  work i n  the  Taylor, Wright, and 
Victoria Dry Valleys, a s  well  a s  i n  the snow-free topography of t he  St. Johne, Olympus, 
and Asgard Ranges, and the Kukri H i l l s  i n  southern Victoria Land -- some 75 m i l e s  
west of McMurdo Station.  The project  area  t o t a l s  about 2,300 square miles. 
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ANTARCTI& ' "DRY" VALLEYS TO BE MAPPED (Continued ) 

: These i c e  and snow-free regions have ,long been of greata  i n t e r e s t  and cur ios i ty  
: t o  Antarctic explorers. Located leeward of moisture-laden wl.nds, they a r e  v i r t u a l  

deser ts ;  h o s t i l e  and forbidding t o  the  simple forms -bf l i f e  found on the  great  conti-  
nent which is still  ,locked i n  the  gr ip  of the I ce  Age. I ,  1, 

1 i 

The Geological survey's topographic team plans *to es tab l i sh  prgcise po in t s  iof * 

geographic l a t i t u d e  and longitude, and t o  f i x  points 'of  elevation above eea lev&l\bd 
information. needed f o r  the  production of large-scale maps of the  regEoii; These dry 
va l leys  and mountains. were previously explored and mapped a t  a 1:250,0W-sca4e by the  
USGS 5n 1962. , t' . ,I 

. 7 ' .  . . r , .  '0. 

I : .  .i 9 , ,. - - >  

When completed i n  l a t e  1972 or ear ly  1973, the  eight orthophotomaps a t  1:50r008- 
sca le  (about 1 inch representing 1 mile) w i l l  provide a unique record of t he  a r ea ' s  
rocky crags and peaks, ice-covered'lakes, g lac ie rs ,  the strange patterned ground of 
polygonal wedges, and a geologic fea ture  cal led a *'Labyrinth." Orthophotomaps combine 
a e r i a l  photographic imagery with conventional l i n e  mapping t o  provide r e a l i s t i c  por- 
t r a i t s  of p a r t s  of the  ea r th ' s  surface. Photography fbr  the  large-scale mappi* was 
flown to  Survey specif icat ions  i n  1970-71 by the  U. S. Navy. 

I 
I .  

. - USGS surveyors who a r e  scheduled t o  a r r i v e  a t  McMurdo i n  late October w i l l  begiri 
. the  dry-valley operations about November 1. 'hey C i l l '  e s t ab l i sh  shout 80 contrbl  s th t ions  
i n  the  ffoflowing s i x  weeks. A campsite providing helicopter support w i l l  be esPablished 
a t  Marble Point, about 45 miles northwest of Mflurdo Station,  on an ice and snow-free 
point of land extending i n t o  McMurdo Sound. 

, The mipping t e a m  .wi l l  ca r ry  out a second Antarctie assignment from mid-December' 
until.mid-February, making.an o p e r a t i o h l  f i e l d , t e s t  and eva lua t ion~of  a Doppler Navi- 
gation S a t e l l i t e  System (DNSS),!in cooperation with Johns Hopkins Universfty. This 
work w i l l  r e q u & r e ~ t h a t  they occupy exis t ing mapping control  s t a t i dns  a t -  tlik 'South Pale, 
Byrd : Iiall@tt , 'and McMurdo Stations.  Severral: new points w i l l  a l s o  be occuplbd ' i n  an 

'I t teapt t o  :establfsh control  fo r  positionrng of re turn  beam vidicon imagery which w i l l  
be obtained by NASA's Earth Resources Technology S a t e l l i t e  (ERTB) beginning i n  1972.' 

7 ; '  . , 
Leading t h e  exped i t i on ' i s  E l ias  E. McClelland, 45, of the  Survey's Denver, Colorado, 

f i e l d  'center. Assistant  Party Chief, Charles E.  orriso on, Jr . , 43, USGS, washinglh,  
D .C., .>had previously worked i n  Antarctica during the  f 964-65, 1966-67, 1968-69 f i e l d  

"seasons. Other team members zke Leroy L. Sanford, 37, Denver, Colorado, and George W.. 
Nottage, 29, bf t h e  survey's Arlington, Virginia,  o f f ice .  The mappers are scheduled - 
t o  re turn  i n  February 1972. 

This marks the  17th consecutive season of par t i c ipa t ion  by t h e  U. S. Geological 
Survey i n  t h e  U. S. ~ n t a r c t i c  Research Projeck, fund& by the  National Science 
Foundation. 

1 4 
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CLARIFICATION: The "Lost River Mineral ~evelopment" a r t i c l e  i n  our December i s sue  
was taken from "What's Developing I n  Alaska, Cooperative Extension 
Service Newsletter , University of Alaska". The a r t i c l e  on "Ninilchik 

I 
Coal Fire" was taken from Division of Lands Bullet in.  

, $ - .  ! <  . 

. , . . 



$500 MILLION MARK PASSED BY B. C. MINES 
(Western Mining News 12/17/71) 

For the  f i r s t  time i n  Br i t i sh  Columbia's history,  the  value of min-al production 
i n  a single year has topped the  $500 mill ion mark. Total production f o r  t h i s  year 
was $521.1 million, a 7.4 per cent increase over 1970, the B.C. Departmeat of Mines 
and Petroleum Resourcee has estimated. Metals accounted fo r  $305 mill ion of the  
t o t a l ,  compared t o  $306.5 mill ion i n  1970, the  government agency said. Increases In 
output of copper and zinc fa i led  t o  o f f se t  decreased production of molybdenum, iron, 
nickel, gold and other metals. Copper continued a s  the most important metal, with 
production valued a t  $132.9 million. Output increased by $11.6 mill ion despfte 
lower copper prices, mainly because of new production from Granduc Mines. Zlnc'out- 
put was valued a t  $50.3 million; molybdenum a t  $39.6 million; fue l s  a t  $141.3 million. 

MIME PROCEDURES 
(U. S. Dept. of the Inter ior  12/10/71) 

Uniform procedures f o r  akwrding and administering grants t o  support authorized 
Bureau of Mines programs a r e  being published i n  the  Federal Register by the In ter ior  
Deparement . 

: ' '[@'he rules' -- published a s  a new Part  51, Chapter 1, Subchapter M, T i t l e  30, 
! :kd.e Pif Federal Regulations -- a r e  a consolidation of present rules ,  and bec- 

e f fec t ive  on the  da te  of publication i n  the  Federal Register. No additional not ice 
is required. 

The new Part 51 is ent i t led  "Grants f o r  Support of Research Related t o  Authorbed 
I Wtreeu of Mines Programs Including Solid Waste Disposal Projects; Grants t o  States 

f o r  Health and Safety Programs I n  Coal ~ i n e s . "  It supersedes present Part  51 -- Grantr 
f o r  Solid Waste Disposal Projects, published May 24, 1966; present Part  52 -- Grants 
f o r  Support of Research t o  Authorized Bureau of Mines Programs, published Aprfl 29, 
1967; and present Part  53 -- Grants for  Advancement of Health and Safety i n  Coal 
Wines, published August 26, 1970. 

FIRE SEASON P I ~ V S  DISCUSSED - -  ( O i l  and l e s o u ~ c e  ~&elopment, Fairbanks Daily News Miner 11/.3Qfll) -' !*-- ?-' 

Curt is  V. McVee, Bureau of Land Management s t a t e  d i r e c t ~ r ,  and State GmmiseIoaer 
x ~ 4  ,Ma@ral;. Resources Eharlea F. Uerber t , aloag 'with members of the i r  s t a f f s  huddled 
recentzlg i n  Anchorage t o  determine the best game plan f o r  protecting. AIdnSb's V a s t  

-reauhes of fores t  from ~ l d f i r e s .  

I 1: Since June 1960, BLM has been gnder contract t o  handle f i r e  suppression On s a t e  
sad private  lands i n  Alaska. The " f i r e  agreement" has been revised each 7-r einC4bl- 

~ its inception i n  1960. Most of these revisions have been minor with the  Wet paiaCd 
of the  agreement renmininp, unchanged. The current agreement w i l l  expire Dee. 31, H71. 

' - I  

I n  fu ture  years, however, some major changes are i n  the  af f ing. One of $.bee : 
I s  rprwision fo r  the  s t a t e  t o  assume d i r ec t  f i r e  control responsibi l i ty  on sopqc !of , '  

its lands. I , s t r  

I h t -  '- 

"In the  past it was solely BM'S jgk t o  control t h e  f i r e  and b i l l  us l&er. '' ., 

$aid Herbert. "It is hoped tha t  i n  the  tfhture the staqq can, ,through a scheduled 
phased takeover, shoulder the burden of wi ldf i re  protection on Its lands," Merbert , 

continued. )I ,bLz , ?. li . 
I n 

Sta te  land areas that  would be affected under the proposed new agreement are 
located i n  Southeast Alaska. Later, areas  i n  South Central and the Interfor  would 
be added. 

-9- 
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Metals 

'. Antimony ore,  stu equivalent 
European o re  

Bari te  (d r i l l i ng  mud grade 
per ton) 

Beryllium powder, 98%, per lb. 
Chrome o re  per long ton 
Copper per lb. 
Gold per oz. 

. ' Lead per lb.  
Mercury per 7 611 f l a s k  
Molybdenum.conc. per Ib. 
Nickel $er lb .  
Platinum per oz. 
Si lver ,  New York, per oz. 

I Tin per lb.  
I Titanium o re  per ton (Ilmenite) 

Tungsten per un i t  
Zinc per Ib. 

METAL MARKET 
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