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MACLAREN RIVER GEOCHEM RESULTS AVAILABLE

"A short paper summarizing results of geochemical, sampling in seuth-central '’
Alasks during 1971 will soon be available for public distribution; it was an-
nounced by William C. Fackler, Assistant Commissioner for Minerals. &Entitled
"Preliminary results of stream sediment sampling, Upper Maclaren River Area,
South-Central Alaska', this paper, prepared by Thomas E. Stith, Thomas C. Trible,
and Donald R. Stein, discusses a dralnage area anomalously high in streansed-
iment copper.
S A . . . . P '
A limited number of free copies will be available on request Mondxy, April 3
at the following places and local times:
Fairbanks. 9 00 am College Office -3
Division of Geological Survey, Box 8000}.
: . College, .Alaska 99701 C e
W7k Lo : University Maintenance -Bldg.. . .
Corner, University Avenue and.College RQ.'
4 miles west of Fairbanks

Anchoraga: 9:00 am Anchorage Office .
Division of Geological Survey
e . : 323 E. Fourth Avenue
. Anchorage, Alaska

Juneau? 11:00 am Juneau Office
er B Division of Geological Survey
1 509 -Goldstein Bldg.
Juneau, Alaska

Ketchikan: 11:00 am. Ketchikan Office
Division of Geological Survey
National Bank of Alaska Bldg.
Ketchikan, Alaska



AEROMAGNETIC MAPS OF GOODNEWS-PLATINUM, SEWARD
o AND EAST ALASKA RANGE AREAS

. Fifty-three aeromagnetic maps of the Goodnews-Platinum area will be put o
on sdle on March 15th. . '

’

fﬁe maps are the result of a project mapping 42,000 square miles, which
includes 149 other maps of the Bast Alaska Range and the Seward Peninsula
published earlier this year. '

The maps show contour lines of magnetic field intensity. The fluxgate
magnetometer signal was recorded in flight on a paper strip chart recorder,
The survey flight lines were spaced 3/4 mile apart and 1000 feéet above
ground level where possible. The maps generally show the concentration of
magnétife {n the rocks and are useful indicators of the boundaries of dif-
ferent rock types.

The maps are priced at $1.05 each, postpaid, and are available!from the
Alaska Division of Geological Survey, Box 80007, College, Alaska, or from
Division offices in Anchorage, Juneau, or Ketchikan.

1971 ANNUAL REPORT

The Divisi®i of Geological Survey's 1971 Annual Report will soon be .
avallable to anyone interested in geology and mining in Alaska.

Publication of the report 1is expected in April, and will contain, not
only ‘summaries of Alagka Geological Survey Projects, but also sections giving
information aWout mining production, prospecting and exploration thraughout
the state. The report also lists recent publications in geoclogy and mining
that are availlable from other government agencies such as the U.S. Geological
Survey and the U.S. Bureau of Mines. Requests for the report should be sent
to Division of Geological Survey, Box 80007, College, Alaska, 99701. . '

NEW OPEN-FILE RELEASES - SEWARD PENINSULA AND
"W : . SW NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVE

The U.S. Geological Survey has released on open file the following
reports: ]
e/ o
Sainsbury, C. L.; Hudson, Travis; Ewing, Rodney; Marsh, W. R., Reconnaisg-
sance geologlc map of the Nome C-2 quadrangle, Seward Peninsula, Alaska,
13-p., 1’ sheet (scale 1:63,360).

U.S. Geological Survey, Aeromagnetic data from S.W. Naval Petroleum
Raserve, Alaska, 4 sheets (3 at scale 1:250,000; 1 at 1:63,360).

These reports can be seen in the following listed Alaskan offices of the
USGS and also at offices of the Alaska Division of Geological Survey.

U, S. Geological Survey: 402 Brooks Building, College
108 Skyline Building, Anchorage
441 Federal Building, Juneau

Copiles can be purchased only at the Alaskan Mineral Resources Branch,
USGS, 345 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, Califormia 94025. -
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MINERS CHAT WITH CONSERVATIONISTS

By Jim Kowalsky, Director Fairbanks Environmental Center

“ . (From Fairbanks Daily News Minper, Feb. 1, 1972)

: "It was almost a eummit meeting
except we were in ‘the basement of -
the Bniversity of Alaska's-student
center, i It had the casting of
-gome ‘historic battle except the.
drama ended up to be a cordial g
heart-to~heart talk.

- ' There were considerable dif-.
ferences of wview with little re-
conciliation, but the miners and
the conservationists sat down and
-xdug deeply together. g

Some :pretty knowledgeable“”“
- spokesmgn for the industry, Ed
Chipp ‘and Jeff Knaebel of Resource
Asgociates of Alagka, wére among
us ‘to help explore some: problems
of mining and wilderness, two''
items which séem to be at the’
opposite ends of the reQOurce
‘spectrum.
Lua) ' ' -
'The -1dea was to bring together
a small group who could talk about
mining and wilderness conflicts '’-
iniAlaska and decide whether"these
are dnsurmountable, or whether:
they even exist. They do, but '
there might be a few surprises.
-12 To help draw together the' -~
ideas of the evening were Bob ' '
Weeden of the University's De-
partment .of Wildlife Management,
Don Grybeck and Tom Hamilton of
the Univeraity's Geolbgy De-
partment ‘along with Wyatt Gilbert
who planned the occasion, and
Gordon Wright of the Fairbanks
Group of the ‘Sierra Club. Cleland:
Conwell and Tom Smith of the
" State Geological Survey were on
hand to help answer questlons.

- Since so much of Alaska 1is
htill in-4ome -reldtively wild
state, there are those yho view
that potential. Some wildlands -
6r ‘wilderness - along with thosée" -
thifigs which live and grow onm it
could be considered as a resource
and managed in that way.

Then the Alaska minerals in-
dustry views its resource potential
with concern for healthy growth.
There {s hardly.an easy road ahead
for the miners, as Jeff especially
emphasized. N

- IRETE G A

Barriers and myths about. mines
and wilderness ceame down and ve.,
started to unearth;some facta~1 WB
saw that sometimes but certainly
not always, mines and wilderness.
get in e§ch others way. Ed felt
that mineralized Jlands can be iden~
tified rather accurately but- never.
completely so., Bq thinks that this
situation makes necessayy a flexible
planning mechanism s¢ that errors
of judgment omn all sidea of the..
question -~ minerala and wildlauds -
can be accqmquqted. :

Perhaps there is.some need for
good land-planning. Maybe it has to
be flexible too, The point came out

“over and oygr that, if too many con-

flices arise without sound solutions
sought in an atmosphere of 'good,

knowledge and faith, then big govern=-
ment steps into that ready-made sit-
uation, and makes.-a few administtative
choices for us.

, Jeff pointed ou: that the in~-.
dus try mugt have freenesa in order’
to continue the creacive process..
He takes great exception to the.:. -
sweeping Qiscretionary povers uhich
result iu hegyy-handed, ddministra-,
tive actions, and which he feels
will kill the inttiative of the
free enterprise system which. sup-
ports the lifestyles of ;most Aqeri-
cans (we didn't talk abOut the. .
excesses. ‘which help to create ﬁheaq
demands, L hope we do) .

Bureaucraticaempire buildiug
is some;hing a lot of people fea:..
I guess the mining people do and
the wilderpess ‘'people don't, andu
perhaps there 1s a reason. Wilder—

_ness isn't private enterprise stuff.
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Some states such as Tennessee
have a state wilderméss’ Ethemw
However, wilderness protection
systems exist - or have the'
‘patential to exist - upod fed
eral lands in most places. )
There is such an overall'blan‘
or system, and it is called the
National Wilderness System. The
vehicle for this system is the
Wildernels Act, enacted by )
Congtéds 1n 1964'l THe Natioual
Wilderhess System lands are’ "
managed’ b9 law by three federal
agencieb),’ the Nétional Park
Service, the ¥.S. Foreat' Sérvice,'
‘and the U.S. Bireau of Spoke”
Fishéries and-wiidlife."SO o
1t-1s nbt diffihuit to see why

* those people wht want to see
additions to' tWe National Wilder—
ness System'daturally have somé
intérests in those administratiVe
agencies of the federal goverfi-

ment.
Ry R

i
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Iﬁ any ' case, ‘Bob" Wheden o
"felt that the attitudes toward’
“govertment as such is the’
~largest pdint’of disagreement.
He spoke td theé pointithat a ”ﬁ“f_

-ngovkrnmefit’s regulatory role

~in’ quﬁétloﬂs of résource mandges -

Whent 1s €8"protect public valbes,
not to abuse them, and he warted
to know to whom 1f not the
governfient: ghould tHe tegulatory
pdiers for ‘Aldaka'mfding go. e
Tom" B lton ‘sthtés that, since °
federdl programd are with us, ‘it °
tsfhecesshfy £6-lihderstand what
1t 1d these proprais‘are trying
to aécomplish."”’5*“

S

S UK

‘'Ed Chipp fdlt”that the in-
dustry itself fatheét tham
goveroment, sHoﬁld bd willing to
d6 “the job. g guess this means
that the good 'guys would turn in
the bad guys. I am reminded of
a récent FairBifks meeting of
the ‘Alaska Professional Huucera
Asgociation. The- guides are
angrf'at the abusés of thdse
iR R N H . HA '

“l u

. koo-:

,{'l

\jééithin iﬁeii profession and are

T ‘now anxious to help prosecute where

-pegulatory violations octur. ' These
abuses 'are.resolting 1n part ‘to
a;public.pressure nationglly which
1s growing toward some anti-hunting
legislation measures nowtbeﬁore the
Congress. A N T T

So there are threats to the
industry .~ gubtle and otherwise -
but where are the threats eohthe ¥
wildernesa? T S Wi

We probed arouud for a spell on
this. Encroaching populations and
their.technology were mentioned.

Bob cited as an. example: the: fact. .
that, despite popular. opirdion to ™
the contrary, the most recent census
figures .demonstrate - a population
increage; in the bush. He said’' that
the prablem here is that Alaska igl
thought -to be too large to pay any:
attention to zoning. He feels .thgt
human activity and its works should
fit the land.-which will.supporet it
best.:, And he doesn't seem very : s
confident that in every case are.iw
all manner of Alaskans gOingntheirt
separate ways able tp c0pe\with

the decisions.

Nothing earthshaking was un-
covered, but the miners and conser-
vationists did sit,dewn and® talk.:-
The toue, . cordial asd in- earnentgw
the informaxion flow, excellent. r:,

\(‘Jf* are

we did diacover that 1¢ 18
likely that mineralized lands may .
not conflict with those which’ have,
wildernggss potential. And we found
that,.with 52,000 acres placed intq
the Natiomal Wildermess Systep_in '
Alasks gg far, only about 2Q<m11110n
acres of, a possible-49 mill acres
will likely ever even be proposed
for jaclusion withip the sayak
Where will the cquflicceulikely be?
Ano:hex such exchangeduab .
agreed to. Miners.and conservatd an-
ists .may pever see. eye—to~eye.ontq
ey .

e A
Leratos .\J'

-l b Vicehyt W ol
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lot of things, bt at least on T [ to-heart. Sitting down and talking
the question of the.,indugtry.and. ... | to each other - how much mistrust
the wilderness classification T and wrongdoing -can result when:
system, there may be some clear- R P this process ig:lost or forgotten,
ing of .the air. e L e -4 - .The interrelationships of the human
G T - .| .. environment got mixed well inta
It can really surprise one those of the natural the other

how the murky fog of ignorance .evening. From an ecoldgical
cgn lift when.it is exposed to stendpoint that's a pr ty sound
the warming rays of a good heart- . .| . process." {@ K

; ) e : ;{LF{” IR

HITSUBISHI-KLUKWAN ORB AGREEMBNT e S

"A consent agreement between the Mitsubishi Corp..and the Klukwan Village
Council has been ailgned, giving the Japanese firm the xright to idevelcp the
deposits of low-grade iron ore.in the Klukwan grea. A feasibildty. 'study re~
cently completed by the Henry J. Ralser Co, reported that the deposit can be
developed successfully, using an oil-fired power plant.. Kalser engineers plan
a plant which would produce 600,000 tpy-of pellots averaging:&8% iron. The
development is estimated to cost $123 million and would employ 900 men. It
is estimated that the alluviazl fan contains at least 800 wmillion tons of ore,

and would provide 20 years of operation."” (Engineering and Mining Jourpal, 1-72).
METAY VARRET: .
S l ) . ' 0y
Metals { Pebruary 28, 1972 <Xonth Ago Year Ago
‘)ui - A P ; ¢ .
Antimony ore, gtu equivalent ! o RV .

European ore.. - -$8.64-10.00- $8.54—9.92 ~$]_1 61—16 29J-‘-'~
Barite (drilling mud grade _ , -
per ton) $18-22 $18—22 $12-16
Beryllium powder, 98Z, per 1b. ' . . $54-66. i - $54~66 .. $54~66
Chrome ore pex long ton Ca cown$25=27 | - $25+27 $25.55
Copper per lb.: S ovis 52.5¢ 52.3¢ 50.3¢
Gold per oz. - - e $48.94 s, $46025 |, ¢ $39.15
Lead per 1b. 14.5¢ 14.0¢ | . .- 13.5¢
Mercury per 76f# flask $212 $215-225 $348-355
Molybdenum comc,, per 1b. T KR $1.72 |- L. $1.72 | a0 §1.72
Nickel per 1b.. . . ... SOl rs w $1.33 0 oo o 851033 $1.23
Platinum per pz. s o5 8$102~105 :).-.. - §110~120 $105-125
Silver, New York, per oz. Szo o 148042 0 149.9¢ - o 16de
Tin per 1b. 171.6¢ 171.6¢ 163. 6¢
Titenium ore per .ton (Ilmenite)l : 3. . $30-35 |, .. $30-35 |, . $30-35
Tungsten per uplt ... . . $55.00 | .- $55,00.|: .. $55.00
Zinc per 1b. 17.0¢ 17.0¢ 15.0¢

18 ! i i o ¥



NEW LAND WITHDRAWALS PROBABLE IN TONGASS AND CHUGACH FORESTS

Each region of the U.S. Forest Service 1s presently engaged in a study
of National Forest land-areas of 5000 acres or more which are without topge
and are unclagsified for use. The Forest Service plans to utilize puplic‘
involvement, and on June 30th, 1972, each region will submit certain proposed
wilderness areas to the Chief of tbe Forest Service for further study.

In Alaska, it 19 likely that more areas of the Tongass and Chugach
National Forests will be withdrawn from mineral entry, until final decisions
are made in Washington by October or November. . . -

In Washington on March 9th, officlfals of the Forest Service held a
briefing on this "roadless areas study” for representatives of the mining in-
dustry. ) LA :

N

.+ The American Mining Congress' Public Land Subcommittee on Nagional Forest
Mining Regulations has been following this matter. A report of the briefing
is available to all companies interested in public land matters from: .

H. Stanley Dempsey, Chairman
Public Lands . Subcommittee on National ?ozest
Mining Regulationq -
) American Mining Congyess . _
( 1100 Ring Building . - _ \
Washington, D. C. 20036.

- PROPOSED NEW MINING LAN - .
- -+ (From an editorial, Mining Congress Journal, Occ. 1971) -
ST RO e
“'Senators Bible, Allott and Moss have introduced S. 2542 and Congressmen
Aspinall and McClure bave introduced H.R. 10640, identical legislation- to.es-
_tablish a system for the development of mineral resources on public lands’of
the United States.

L1

Known as the 'Mineral Development Act of 1971,' this proposal is vigofoualy
supported by the American mining industry as a 20th Century replacement for”
the Mining Act of 1872, It is an altermative to proposals which call for~ the
i- establishment of a mineral 1easing system for minerals now subject to the 1872
Jmining law. )

l f

¥

The Mineral Development Act of 1971 deals with the problems which have
been identified in the operation of the 1872 law while preserving the dynamic
-« elements of that law which have served the country well for so many years.,

This proposed legislation would, gmong other things, R

’ Provide for the orderly elimination of existing unpatented mining. claims
..« from the public lands, meny of them long since dbandoned._‘_

Require that all patented'and unpatented claims be recorded with the
Bureau of Land Management of the Department of -the Interior.

Substantially increase annual labor requirements as well as the purchase
price for lands covered by a mineral patent.

-6~



'-Provide £ot,the payment of a royalty on the mine value of tho nin.rals
. wmined, ... " —

: Elim&ﬁgte,ihe-proviaions of existing law which petm;t ;he .tataa to 1npocc
requirements for location, and magntenance of nining cipima, thus elfmin~'
ating. unnec~3gary abuse of the surface of the land. )

Ptovide that patent for a mining claim could be obtqined by either proof
of the discovery of "valuable mineral deposits" as definad in the bill,
or by filing a plan of development with the Secretary of the Intarior
that is approved by the Secretary, provided that equipment and facilities
- are., acquited and ingtalled in complisnce with the plan, o
-..Land used for proepecting or mining would be subject to the applienbla o
,laws and regulations designed to protedt the enviromment.  (The Aberican '
vsui Mining Congress is supporting the promulgation of federal regulations
:;and the enactment of laws of general,application in this field. )

These and other ptovisiona of the Hineral Devalopmnnt Act of 1971 ulo.oly
follow the recommendations of the Public Land Law Beview Comaission. The
provisions of this legislation were closely studied’ by leading experts in
the fleld of mining end mineral law. The mining industry heartily supports
this measure. , b o

v Y RN

Now ia the Eiﬁe co'briﬂé your views oﬂfﬁpis important legialation to »'
the- attention.of your Senators and Repreaentatives."

=}

AMC OBJECTS TO uscs Pkocknms ‘

“"The American Miaing Cougress has objected to propoesed new procedures of
the U.,S. Geolpgical Survey for processing permits, for explotatory drilling
and m&ning plang.on £e¢eral lands. e o g

The 'Federal ngigter "of Nov. 19, 1971, ptovided for delay in npprovll
of (1) applicaticas.for permits to drill exploratory oil and gas or geothqunl
stesm wella and (2) original mining plans and majot mining plan chanaea : :
yi: . Thie proposal stated that such applicationp will’ not be ap?tovad by the
USGS until after a notice of such application 1s posted for “at least 30 dayl“
during which the public may submit comments and anggestione ,;J: ‘

The Digtrict Engineer or Supervisor will determine whether approval of
the proposed operations wauld constitute a major federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the environment. If he so determines, approval of
the application will be further delayed while an environmental impact state-
ment 15 :prepared .in accordance with the National Envirommental Policy Act
oﬁ 1969.L - ,

P .mhese procedures were to have become effective Jan. 1, 1972, but vnte
postponed for 90 days. Comments were ipvited. The 'Federal Begister' of Jan, 7
contained ;procedures to be followed by USGS in the preparation of envitonncn:ll
atatements,

o

—z— "_'



In a letter to the USGS, W. Howard Gray, chajrman of the AMC Public Lande
Commit'tee, ‘statdd that "requiring ‘the preparation of such a statemert for permit
to drill or to proceed with a mining plan goes far beyond the intent and’ scope
of the National Environmental Policy Act. Certainly these are not 'major
federa) sctions.'' The result of such an interpretatiorn will idevitably bring
the admifistrative procesgses of ‘the- Geological Survey relating to mdning
application to a halt.' Gray told USGS that *such a procedure is totally
unnecessary since there are already regulations in force to insure environ-
mental proteetion." (Wéstern Mining Néws Feb. ll 1972)

N o :.,' :;'I ‘ N SRRV ’- , SILVER . ‘ ‘
P ST P SN P ' T .

'''''

trend to about $1.60 per ounce, consolidate at that figute for auhile. and
then pfoceed ‘to about $2° to'$2 10 an ‘ounce by app:bximately ‘June 1. . :‘A‘New
Yotk silver market Letter réported 4 general mood of- bullishﬁesa ‘fn both the
silver bullion’ and . ailver 'eoins ‘markets, . . A statistical report on the lilver
market, publisﬁed {n'Nevw Y8rk, sald government . figures on declining domestic
coneumgcion are erroneous and that consumption has been rising steadily for
the 1a8¢ seven years. Aléo,‘the ¢umulative -supply surplus was slashed sbout
one-third during 1971. . . Congregsman McClure of Idaho said silver could be  *
the base for: 14 medals’ to be minted commemoratirig’ the 200th anniversary of =
American irdependence. . .’ Andther eastern service sayd: ' "We think 1nvestor3_'
should have more confidence in silver than the market demonstrates.” New uses
such ag water purificatiqn, hurricane prevention, non-glare glass, etc. will
add a démend’ already 50 per cent:above new’'mine output. . . The New York™ _
price of silver has advanced’ froi $1.38 to $1.32 since the first of the year.""
(Western Mining News, Feb. 11, 1972)
R T LENIOE A S
L GOLD
RTINS N Dl i i . ‘
"The Néu York pricb of gold tegthed a new all-time high of. $49 55 per ounce
during the week, before profit-taking set in. Gold dealers said the sharp rise
resulted from a near abeence of sellers. Buyers were said to have been at-
tracted doe to grdwing doubts“about the health of the American economy.
Dollar sales‘rose and the dollar' fell to its lowest levels since December’ a
devaluation.'. . In Deanver, Sen. Gordon Allott, Chairman of the Senate Policy
Committee announced at. the Western Mining Conference there that he would in-
troduce. legislation to allow private individuale to own gold. He said he would
introduce it as 3 separate bill,' not an emendmeént, saying it would be a hedge
against inflation and stimulate gold mining." (Western Mining News, Feb. 1%,
1972) e e
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"Major producera of 1ead raised the price 1/2 ‘cent per pound to 14 1/2
cents. ' ‘Ao official of St. Jée 'Minerals said the lead. business was good,
especially batteries, and he doesn't look for a decrease in lead in gasoline. -
ASARCQ .said the move was necegsary to compete for lead concentrates. Domestic
. inventories are “being depleted while demand is increasing. ‘The price increase
‘:did not néed Price Cotmission ‘apptoval since lead is-still selling below -
’the level of last May 25; one’of the Phase 2 base dates." (Vestern Hining

News, Feb. 1li, 1972)
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