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MACLAREN RIVER GEOCHEM RESULTS AVAILABLE 

. A s h o r t  paper summarizing r e s u l t s  of geochemical samplfng i n  s ~ u t h - c e n t r a l ' :  
Alaska during 1971 w i l l  soon be ava i l ab le  f o r  publ ic  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  it was an- 
nounced by W i l l i a m  C.  Fackler ,  Ass is tant  Commissioner f o r  Minerals. E n t i t l e d  
"Pre1J;minary r e s u l t s  of stream sediment sampling, Upper Maclaren Riwr Arda, 
SourhACentral Alaska", t h i s  paper, prepared by Thomas E. Smith, Thorns C,. Trible,  -: 
and Donald R. S t e i n ,  d iscusses  a drainage a rea  anomalously htgh i n  stteain-aed- 
iment copper. 

A l imi ted  number of f r e e  copies w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  on request  Mon-, Apr i l  3 
a t  the  following places and l o c a l  t i m e s :  

Fairbanks: 9:00 am College Off i c e  i 

Division of Geological Survey, Box 80066, . . 
College, Alaska 99701 , .  a .  

I * '  . . Universi ty Maintenance Bldg. 
Corner, Universi ty Avenue and College 24, 
4 miles w e s t  of Fairbanks 

Anchorage: 9:00 am Anchorage Off ice  
Division of Geological Survey . 

. . 323 E. Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Juneau : 11 :OO am Juneau Off ice  
r Division of Geological Survey 

509 Goldstein Bldg. 
Juneau, Alaska 

~ e t c h i k a n :  1 1 : O O  am Ketchikan Off i c e  
Division of Geological Survey 
National Bank of Alaska Bldg, 
Ketchikan, Alaska 



AEROMAGNETIC MAPS OF GOODNEWS-PLATINUM, SEWARD 
AND EAST ALASKA RANGE AREAS 

' ~ i f t ~ - t h r e e  aeromagnetic maps of the  Goodnews-Platinum area w i l l  be put ,kt' 

on ,si.le on March 15th. 

  he maps a r e  the  r e s u l t  of a p ro jec t  mapping 42,000 square miles, which 
includes 149 o the r  maps of the  East Alaska Range and the  Seward Peninsula 
published e a r l i e r  t h i s  year. 

The maps show contour l i n e s  of magnetic f i e l d  i n t e n s i t y .  The f luxgate  
magnetometer s i g n a l  was recorded i n  f l i g h t  on a paper s t r i p  char t  recorder. 
The survey f l i g h t  l i n e s  were spaced 3/4 m i l e  apa r t  and.1000 f e e t  above 
ground l e v e l  where possible.  The maps general ly show the  concentrat ion of . =. ^*. ,.., 
magnetite i n  the  rocks and a r e  use fu l  ind ica to r s  of the  boundaries 0f di f -  
f e r e n t  rock types. 

The maps a r e  priced a t  $1.05 each, postpaid,  and a r e  ava i l ab le  from the . 
Alaska Division of Geological Survey, Box 80007, College, Alaska, o r  from 
Divieion o f f i c e s  i n  Anchorage, Juneau, o r  Ketchikan. 

1971 ANNUAL REPORT 

me ~ i v i s i ' 8 6 -  of Geological Survey's 1971 Annual Report w i l l  sobn be 
ava i l ab le  t o  anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  geology and mining i n  Alaska. 

Publ ica t ion of t h e  repor t  is expected i n  Apr i l ,  and w i l l  contain,  not 
only-3swnmaries of Alaska Geological Survey Pro jec t s ,  but  a l s o  sec t ions  givlng 
information about mining production, prospecting and explora t ion throughout 
the  state. The repor t  a l s o  lists recent  publ ica t ions  i n  geology and mining 
t h a t  are ava3lable from o ther  government agencies such a s  the  U.S. Geological 
Survey and t h e  U.S. Bureau of Mines. Requests f o r  the  repor t  should be s e n t  
t o  Division of Geological Survey, Box 80007, College, Alaska, 99701. 

NEW OPEN-FILE RELEASES - SEblARD PENINSULA AND 
f./ SW NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVE 

The U.S. Geological Survey has re leased on open f i l e  t h e  following 
repor t s  : 

?Vi: 
Sainsbury, C. L.; Hudson, Travis;  Ewing, Rodney; Marsh, W. R., Reconnais- 

sance geologic map of t h e  Nome C-2 quadrangle, Seward Peninsula, Alaska, 
13.b. , 1' shee t  ( sca le  1: 63,360). 

U.S. Geological Survey, Aeromagnetic d a t a  from S.W. Naval Petroleum 
Reserve, Alaska, 4 shee t s  (3 a t  s c a l e  1:250,000; 1 a t  1:63,360). 

These repor t s  can be seen i n  the  following l i s t e d  Alaskan o f f i c e s  of t h e  
USGS and a l s o  at  o f f i c e s  of the Alaska Division of Geological Survey. 

U. S. Geological Survey: 402 Brooks Building, College 
108 Skyline Building, Anchorage 
441 Federal Building, Juneau 

Copies can be purchased only a t  the  Alaskan Mineral Resources Branch, 
USGS, 345 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, Ca l i fo rn ia  94025, 



MINERS CHAT WITH CONSERVATIONISTS 
By J i m  Kowalsky, Director Fairbanks Environmental Center 

(From Fairbanks Daily News ~ktner ,  Feb. 1,. 1972) 
. * . - I 

.. ~ ~ I t w ~ a l m ~ s t a s u u i m i t m e e t i n g  
except we were i n  the basement 'of 
the University of Alaska's student 
center. I It had the  cast ing of 

.h i s to r ic  b a t t l e  except the . 
drama ended up t o  be a cordial&- 
heart-to-heart ta lk .  

'! 

- There were considerable di f -  
ferences; of vrietsr with l i t t l e  re- 
conci l ia t ion,  but the miners and 
the  conservationists  sat down and 

a .<dug deeply together. I 

1 L 1 .  8 

Some p re t t y  know.$edgeable ' 
spokesm& Yor the industry,  Ed 
Chipp and Je f f ,  Knaebel of Resource 

, Associates of Alaska, were among 
us t o  help explore some problems 
af mining and wilderness, two 
&terns whdch seem t o  %e a t  the ' 
ogposite ends of the resource 
&pEtrwn.  

1 i > f ;  ' 

The idea was t o  bring together 
a small group who could t a lk  about 
mining and wilderness con f l i c t s  ' ' 

inldlaska and decide whether-'these 
a r e  insurmountable, o r  whether 
they even ex is t .  They do, but 
there might be a few surprises.  

, 
1 .  , To help draw together t he f  , ' 

i d e b  of the evening were Bob 
Weeden of the University's De- 
partment-of Wildlife Management, 
Don Grybeck and Tom Hamilton of 
the  Univers-i ty' s Geology De- 
partment alohg with Wyatt Gilbert  ' 

who planned the occasion, and 
Gordon Wright of the  Fairbanks 
Group of the S i e r r a  CXub. Cleland 
Conwell and Tom Smith of the 
S t a t e  Geological Survey were on 
hand t o  help answer questions. 

Since s o  much of Alaska is 
still i n  home releitively wild 
s t a t e ,  there a r e  those who view 
t h a t  potentfal .  Some wildlands - 
or wilderness - along with those '  
thifl&s which l i v e  and grdw on i t "  
could be considered a s  a resource 
and managed i n  t ha t  way. 

Then the Alaska minerals in- 
dus t ry  views its resource patent la1 
with concern for  healthy growth. 
There is hardly an easy toad ahead 
fo r  the miners, a s  Jeff  especial ly  
emphasized. 

: . :  - 
Barr$ers and myths ?bzpt% m i n , ~  

and wilderness came down and w e  
s t a r t ed  t o  unearth some facts..:,Ne 
saw thaf sometiies, but  ce r ta in ly  
not always, mines and wi lde~ness  
get  i n  each others '  way. Ed f e l t  
t h a t  mineralized lands can be iden- 
t i f i e d  ra ther  accurately but- never 
completely so.$ He, thinks t ha t  t h i s  
s i t ua t i on  makes necessary a flexible 
planning mechanism s o  t ha t  e r rp r s  
of judgment on a l l  s i de s  of, the  
question - minerals and wildlands - 
can be accanrmqdated. 

Perhaps there is-.some need f o r  
good land-lplanning. Maybe i t  has to 
be flexib]Ce too. The  potnt  qgme out 

- over and o w ~ r  t h a t  , i f  too lpany con- 
f l i c  ts ,@r i se  without sound s ~ l u t i o p a  
sought i n  an agposphere of g99d; 
knowledge and f a i t h  , $hen big,, gwern- 
ment s teps  iqto, tha t  read%-made, sit- 
uation and makes-a fey administrative 
choices f o r  us. 

Jeff  pointed out t h a t  the in- 
dus try muq t 'have f r eenes s  i n  order ' 
t o  continue the c rea t ive  process,.. 
He takes great  exception t o  @be , ,  

sweeping discret ionary powers which 
r e su l t  +p heavy-l-ynded, administra-, 
t i v e  act ions ,  and which he f e e l s  
w i l l  k i l l  the i n i t i a t i v e  of the  
f r e e  enterpr ise  system which sup? 
ports  the l i f e s t y l e s  of ,most Ameri- 
cans (we d idn ' t  t a lk  about t,hp., . 
excesses which help t o  c rea te  t hea i  
demands; ,I hope w e  do). 

Bureaucratic,empire bdildiqg 
is something a l o t  of people fear.  
I guess the mining people do anq, . <  

the wilderSless people don' t , and , , 

perhaps &ere is a reason. Wilder- 
ness i s n ' t  pr ivate  en te rpr i se  s t u f f .  



Some s t a t e s .  su& as ' :~enn=ssee 
have a s t a t e  wilderndss *iys teld, 
However, wilderness protection 
systtems e x i s t  - or  have . the '  
p o t e n t i a l  t o  e x i s t  - upoii.'f ed3.; '.,"' 
e ra1  lands i n  most plac'&s~': 
There is such an overa l l ' b lan  "' 
or :system, and i t  is calkkid the  
National Wilderness Systed.  he' 
vehicle  f o r  t h i s  system is the 
~llilderne&= AC t , eriac ted' 'by . .  ! . .  

Congf&$$ i n  1964.'''  he ~ a t i o n a l '  wilde&kis Sy& Fern land& ire ' '. . j' . . 

rnana&d-. -bjr, law' by three- f edkr.al 
agebci&&., ? .the 'Mg tional ' 

. ' . 
Service, '  thei U: S. ~o$esd::Sei?r$cej, : ,  
.and the U* 3; ,, $dieau Of .jS.&t.::, I :  . ! 

p.fshYriei a n 1 d ' ~ . ~ ~ T ~ & & ~ ' 1 3 : ~ : . s ~ ~  ' '  . 1 

5; is nbt ; ~ f f i k  ~j!t  t&'&ee &j ,". . 
-<.; . .  . _ .  . ,,-' those people. i$hu warit. t o  see' . ' , . 

acFdi t ions  to '  t'Fe National Wilder- , " 

nesg,'8ys t e ~ " k & t u r k i l y  have sord&' 
' intdres ts i n  those admlnis t r a t i v e  ,. . 

. ' !-. . 
agencies of the  f ederaf goveri;r 
ment . 

. i : t ::.cyr 1:. " > .... .. : 
..I . t..<.,<;-; 1h' any ; =as e, ad ~k;?den : ,. :: ,.: .,: 
' , f e l t  t ha t  ' the t t i t a k l e s  'toward ' . '  

..gb ver*ent As ' such 'is th.& * . .:.- i 
. . 

,-' 3&igc$'t p&jdk. l of disagree,,,& t'; ', ' 

, 

He sp.bke , 2d th8 $:6lnt:. that ' a. -.I 1.1 - .: 
.. . . .-fi$*+&mnmefit,ts reg&l&eoq+ role'.' .'.' . ' 

-h?.qu$$ . ti6tis . of resoilrce &&e-., .' 

,>v&=* xb ' td!',Prdt&Ct public valbes, ' 

not t o  abuse them, and:'he. wanded 
to  know to  whom i f  no t ,  the  
gsver&ient'.shou;t;rf kh&' regulatory . . ' .  
pdirfeth i b r  .AlAska !m$ning go. .. . . 

~om"~&rnliltori'~'s tktks t ha t ,  sitice ' '1 
fedefs i  . . .  p'rogr&S5!are with us, i t  . '  
f & "fie:c&*b.3f9 , L s ' , ~ ~ ~ & ~ ~  tand what 

i t  '.Z$ these prqb3ahts ' a r e  t rying 
to &~compl~shi. i.i?/ :::I: . . 

r:; :., .J...t ::i.; '. 

.-:: Ed Chipp'.:giit;. the irr- 

dustry i t s e l f  cg&h& than ' ' ' 

government, sh'otiid b$ wi l l ing-  t o  
d& , t h e  job . qjglre&& t h i s  means 
t h a t  the good \guys would turn ' i n  
the  bad,guys. I am reminded of 
a r&nt ~ a i & & h k s  meeting of 
the  'Alaska ~ r o f e s s i o n a l  Hunters 
Association. The huides &re . . ' . , 
an& ' a t  the  abu& of tkds& ' ~, ' _. . : . 

1 .. :: ..:. : .  I " '  2 ' .  

' , ,:: .,i . ' 
:.,,, . . . . . 
. . - . . .. 

. I  .: ... . . < ..,, .,... #. 3.' .< 

within theft profession and are 
'now anxious to  help prosecute where 
.r;~gu&a to-. ~xfolatiorrs ..oc&'f. '! ! These 
abuses .-are.  ;r&m,iPt&ng .&%I' pa r t  rta 
a;,public ,~~re!ssure natdoW1ly which 
is gdowing toward some anti-hunting 
l eg i s l a t i on  meadures now:%&ore the  
Congseas . . , . _  . , . - . . , $ .  . ,  : ,  

: . .  . . . I s :  

So there a r e  th rea t s  t o  the  
industry .  7 .sub;t.ke and 0 - t h e s e  - 
but where - a r e  the thf eat% ta:,the .: .; 
wilderness? . , ,,. ' . : : . : . .  - .., 

, . . .  , _ _  . . . . .  - .. 
. . ,  . . .  

We probed around f o r  a s p e l l  on 
t h i s .  Encroaching populations and 
the i r  s.;technol"~gy . wer.e mentioned. 
Bob c$ted a s  An example; the; €act. ; 
t ha t ,  .despite popular, h p i d a n  ea !. 

the contrary, the ..most- , recent.cens 'w 
f igures  .demonstrate- a populattotl 
increwe:  i n  the  bush. He  said:  .that 
the  pwblem here is tha t  Alaska is:. 
thought - t o  be too la rge  t o  pap. any.: 
a t ten t ion  t o  zoning. H e  fee l s . . thq t  
human a c t i v i t y  and its works should 
f i t  . the land.: .which w i l l . :  !support i t  
best*;, And he doesn' t sees). vkry ;:: 1: 

conf u e n t  t ha t  i n  every case :are. Pi:r 

a l l  manner of Alaskans goim&,thei~.i: 
s e p a r a e  ways ab le  to: cope.: with ..: !: 

the decisions. .. . . . . . . 

. .  . 
. . - a 

No thing earthshaking was uw 
covered, Buf ,the!minczs and conser- 
vationis$p did sit,, d ~ w n  and': talk..::. 
The tone ,.: cordial  and i n  . earnest$si 
the inf o ~ ~ i o n  f low.b i excellene, .~ :,. ; 

. . . . 
" ; 1 .  . ,L!'." 

\le 'did discover tha t  i p - 3 ~  . .; , 

l i ke ly  t ha t  mineralized lands ..may .. : 
not cog$Jic t .with those which! have, 
wilderpa-s~. ,~gotential .  And w e  . .., found . !.:<I 

tha t ,  <,wS t h  ,52 j 000. acres  placed.: .i,ntrq 
the  Natjtaaal Wilderness S y s t q . ; A ~ ;  : . ' ,  ... % 

Alaska 69 f a r ,  only about 2%miJ,Uon 
acres . of,, a. . possible.- 49 m i l l i q  acres 
w i l l  l i ke ly  ever even be proposed 
fo r  $qc&gsion within. the syapa~. 
Where yi.14 the  e ~ n f  &$ctsi l)iikeiy .. . : be?; 

. ; ,  ;: ,: ., ; , . . . i  . :  . I .  . .. ,,. = ,  .. : ' ?  

Anathqr such ,exchange,;wa.bibi i. . . 
agreed ,GO. ,14in+rs ,,and .cqnee&gtilcm- 
is ts .may. vever pee. ,eye- todeyP  OR.^@-: 

8 '. 
. " ,  . -  :.,[ ,,, i ' : , . , ! ) ; '  1% . ' . j  : : . f . k J . . > .  

.-. . ... . . .. 
. . . . . . .. . .,:>.: f? : .  

-&- 



I , I .  ' ' a i 
--- 

l o t  of thirigs, -but a t  l eas t '  on 
the ques t i a n  of the  ,iqduqtry 'and 
thg,wilderness c lass+f ica t ioa  
s y s t q ,  there may be soqe,c lear-  
ing oif the air. a > ,  ,_ 

I 

It can r e a l l y  surpr i se  one 
how the murky, fog of ignorance 
cm %if t wheq,.ft is exposed t o  
the warming rays of a good heart- 

to-hear t . s i t t i n g  down and ta lking 
t o  each other - how much mist rust  
and wrongdoing can r e s u l t  when 
t h i s  process i s - l o s t  o r  forgotten. 
The in te r re la t ionsh ips  of the  human 
environment got mixed w e l l  intia 
those of the  natural  the other 
evening. From an ecoldgiaal  
e tandpoint that '  s a preitty sound 

' i' ,process.'' 
I 

8 
( d l  

, I t - r  ,4 5- ;! -? t - : 
PIITSUBISHI-KLUKWAN ORE AGREEMENT r i  

"A consent agreement between the l l i t subishi  Corp. and the Klukwan Village 
Council has been aigned, giving the Japanese firm the  r i gh t  t o . d e ~ e l o p  the 
deposits  of low-grade i ron  ore i n  the Klukwan qrea. A feasibildty..study re- 
cently completed by the Henry J. Kaiser Co. reported t h a t  the deposit  can be 
developed successfully , using an oil-f i red  power plant. Kaiser engineers plan 
a plant  which would produce 6Q0,000 tpy of pe l l o t s  averaging;,88% iron. The 
development is estimated t o  cost  $123 mil l ton and wou3d employ 900 men. It 
is estimated t h a t  the  a l l u v i a l  fan  contains a t  least; 800 mil l ion tons of ore, 
and would provide 20 years of operation." (Engineering and Mining JournaL, 1-72). 

t I 

Metals i February 28, 1972 &nth- Ago i ! Year Ago 
i $11< I t r .  

Antimony ore,  5 : ~  equivalent I ]  

t European ore ,, $8.64-10.00 1 $8.54-9.92 
Bari te  (d r i l l i ng  mud grade 1 

per  ton) $18-22 1 $18-22 
Beryllium powder, 982, per lb. j ,,, $5,4-66 t $54-66 
Chrome ore peg long ton . . .  .$25-27, 1 $25-27 
Copper per l b c  . - . 5 2 . 5 ~  1 52.3C 
Gold per oz. $48.94 , $46.25 
Lead per lb. 1 4 . 5 ~  I 14. OC 
Mercury per 76N f l a s k  $212 I $215-225 
Molybdenum conc.. per lb. I $1.72 1 ., $1.72 
Nickel per lb.,  $1.33 ' :* I $1.33 
Platinum per sz, $102-105 / $110-120 
S i lver ,  New York, per oz. 148.42 1 149.9C 
Tin per lb .  1 7 1 . 6 ~  j 1 7 1 . 6 ~  
Ticenium ore  per. ton (Ilmenite) A , ,  $30-35 
Tungsten per un i t  , S55,OO 
Zinc per lb. 17. OC 



NEW LAND WITHDRAWALS PROBABLE I N  TONGASS AND CHUGACH FORESTS 

I 
Each region of the U.S. Forest Service is presently engaged i n  a study 

of National Forest land-areas of 5000 acres or more which a r e  without rp&s 
-, 

and a r e  unclassified f o r  use. The Forest Service plans t o  u t i l i z e  pupl$c,. 
involvement, and on June 30th, 1972, each region w i l l  submit ce r t a in  proposed 
wilderness areas t o  the Chief of the Forest  Service f o r  fu r ther  study. 

>I: 

I n  Alaska, it is. l i ke ly  t ha t  more areas of t he  Tongass 'and Chugach ' 
National Forests w i l i  be withdrawn from mineral entry ,  until: f i n a l  decisions 
are  made i n  Washington by October o r  November. I %  

I n  Washington on March 9th,  o f f i c i a l s  of the Forest Service held a 
b r ie f ing  on t h i s  "roadless areas study" fo r  representatives of the mining in- 
dus t ry .  ; , .A  -- 

The American Mining congress' P,ublic Land Subcommittee on National Forest 
~ i i i n ~  Regulations has been f o l l o w i k  t h i s  matter. A repor t  of the briefing 
i a  avai lable  t o  a l l  companies in te res ted  i n  public land matters from: 

H. Stanley I&psey, Chairman 
Publ+c ~ands :~ubcomm~t  t ee  on National F o ~ e s  t 

Mining ~ e ~ u l a  tioug 
American Mining cong*$ss 

A 

. i . - 1100 ,Ping Building . , 
Washington, D. C. 20036. 

PROP-f)fiED NEW MINING LA14 . -- 
(From an e d i t o r i a l ,   inin inn Congress Journal. O c t  . 1971) - 

', Y . 
"Senators ~ i b l e ,  Al lo t t  and Moss have introduced S. 2542 and Congressmen 

I 
Aspinall and McClure have introduced H.R. 10640, i den t i ca l  l eg i s l a t i on  tees7  

JI. ! I T  ; 
tgbl ish .  a system f o r  the  development of mineral resources on public lands, of' 
the United States.  

T i t - - #  

:I 

Known a s  the  'Mineral Development Act of 1971,' t h i s  proposal is vigdi!ously 
supported by the  American mining industry a s  a 20th Century replacement f$= 
the  Mining Act of 1872. It is an a l t e rna t ive  t o  proposals which c a l l  f o r  the  

,.establishment of a mineral leasing system f o r  minerals now subject  t o , t h e  1872 
., mining law. 

. J I  - 
f .  I 

The Mineral Development Act of 1971 deals  with the problems which have 
bean iden t i f i ed  i n  the operation of the  1872 law while preserving the dynamic 

, elements of t h a t  law which have served the  country w e l l  f o r  s o  many years. 
I .  

,This  proposed l eg i s l a t i on  would,  among other  things, . .% 
., 

Provide f o r  the orderly elimination of e x i s f i ~  unpatented mining claims 
, from the public lands, e y  of them long s i n c e  abandoned. ' -2 

.. 
Require t ha t  a l l  patented''and unpatented claims be recorded with the  
Bureau of Land Management of the Department of the Inter ior .  

Substantial ly increase annual labor requirements as w e l l  as t he  purchase 
pr ice  f o r  lands covered by a m i q r a l  patent. 



Provide for, the payment of a royalty on the mine value of the minerals 
mined, c, ,, 

$ 1  

~ l i n i ~ t e ' ' , & e  provisions of exieting l a w  which perwit-.& atat- ta Lpau 
requixeyeqts for  location, and maantenance of mini qg' c l a i m ,  thus edimAn- 

. < 

ating w e c c a s e g  abuse af $he surface of the l a d .  
, - 

~rovidC'  that patent for  a mining claim e?,uld be o b t b d  by either. proof: ' 
of the discovery of "valuable mineral depositi" a s  define'd i n  the b i l l ,  
or  by f i l i n g  a plan of development with the Secretary of the In ter ior  
that is approved by the Secretary, provided thet  equipment and f a c t l i t l e a  

, are , acqdred and instal led i n  compliance with the plan. , 

- . ~ a w i  usad foe prospectii8 o r  mining -ld be subject t o  thi. appiiubk 
:laws and regubtions designed to  protact the environwent. ' , , (The Yrlu. . . .Mining Cosgress is supporting the promulgation of federal regulaklma 
and the enactment a# laws of genarii-application i n  this field.), 

8 .  

. These and other provl&ions of the Mineral Dewlop-t Act of 1971 closely 
follow the recoamendaeions of the Public  ad Law &iew Con@niesion. The 
proviaions of t h i s  legislat ion were closely studied by leading experts i n  
the f i e l d  of mining end mineral law, The mining industry heart i ly  supports . 
t h i s  measure. , ' I  . 

v : ' I  

Now 'is the t i m e  t o  bring your views OXJ this +upor ta t  leg ia la t lon ' to  a 

the-,attention,of your Senators end Representatives." 
i 

1 '  

AMC OBJECTS TO USGS PROCf$DURES 

"he American Mining Congress has objected t o  proposed new procedures af 
the U.;S. Geological Survey fo r  processing pexrPfts,for exploratory drilling 

I ' *  and qn%ng pf ang ; on feqeral lmds. ' , - " 
,I 

The 'Federal &gibtert of Nov. 19, 1971; provided for  delay i n  bp,lkb 
of (1) i ;ppl lca t ic~s  for  pe;rmi.ts to  d r i l l  exploratory o i l  and gas or geothermal 
st- wells and (2) ~ r i g i n a l  d n i n g  plans and major '+ng plan changes. 

, - '* 

..> I I Tbia proposal s tated that such app l l ca t io~p  w i l l  not be appr+d by the 
USGS u n t i l  a f t e r  a notice of such application is posted for  " a t l ' l e k t " %  dsyr" 

I t ' :  . 
during wh+ch the public may submit comments and swgges t i o b .  - .  

' . 
The Dis t r ic t  Engineer or  Supervisor w i l l  determine whether approval of 

the proposed operations wnuld constitute a N o r  federal action significantly 
affecting the quality of the environment. I f  he so  determines, approval of 
the application will  be further delayed while an environmental impact fatate- 
ment is prepared gn accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
of. 1969. , 

c :. , These procedures ware t o  have become effective Jan. 1, 1972, but -were 
postponed fo r  40 days. Comments were ipvlted. The 'Federal Register' of Jm, 7 
contained ,.procedures t o  be followed by YSGS i n  the preparation of elwimmentrrf 
statements. 
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I n  a letter t o  the  USGS, W. Howard Gray, charman of the AMC Public Lands 
co&dtde,' 'statdd tha'c '"~ecpdring t h e  plteparation of. iuch a statement f o r  permit 
t o  d r i l l  o r  t o  proceed with a mining plan goes f a r  beyond the i n t en t  aad'scope 
of the National Environmental Policy Act. Certainly these a re  not 'major 
&idera& a'ctions . ' The r e su l t  df ' such an interpretatio;i" w i l l '  ikevitably bring 
the  admin3strative procegses of t h e  ~ e o l o ~ i c a l  Survey r e l a t i ng  t o  mining 
application t o  a ha l t . '  Gray to ld  USGS tha t  'such a procedure is t o t a l l y  
unnecessary s ince there are>already regulations i n  force t o  insure  environ- . e 

mental protec'tion. ' .  (Qes t e rn  Mining q&s, Feb . 11, 1972) 
:. P. . , . . .  . . 

"One of the best  au tho t i t i e s  s t a t e s8 ' t ha t  s i l v e r  't?$ll continue i t s - u g a r d  
trend t o  about $1.60 per ounce, consolidate a t  t h a t - f i g u r e  f o r  awhile, and 
the0 p2bdeed .to about $2 ' to 182.10 an ounce by approximately ?bune 1. . :'%?Jew 
Yoick s i l v e r '  market l e t t e r  ' , r~por ted-a  general mood of - bull ishaess 'in botti'''the 
s i l v e r  bull ion'and s ~ v e r : e o i n s ' m a r k e t s .  . .  A s t a t f s t i c a l  repor t  on the  stlver 
market, published i n l ~ e w  Y6tk, sa id  government . f igures  on declining ~ddukshlc 
c o n s , v t i o n  a r e  erroneous and t h a t  consumption has been r i s i ng  s t ead i ly  f o r  
the  lahst.  seven years.*'Aldo,-'ttie ch t iaa t ive  supply surplus was slas'hed about 
one-third during . 1971. . .  Congressman McClure of Idaho sa id  . s i l ve r  could 'Se ; 

the  base for* 1 4  medals t o  lie niinted commemorating the  200th anniversary 'of 
American iddeBelidence. . . .  Another eas tern service  Bays : "CJe think inves tars . 
should have more con£ idence i n  s i l v e r  than the  market demonstrates. " New use8 
such a s . w a t e r . p u r i f i c a t i q ~ ,  hurricane prevention, non-glare g lass ,  etc. w i l l  
add a .hemah&' alreadjr $0 per  cent above neWmine output. . .  The New ~ o r k  
pr ice  of s i l v e r  has advanced f roih $1.38 t o  $1.52 s ince the  f i r s t  of the  year."'b 
(Western Mining News, Feb. 11, 1972) 

' ' I . ,  . , I  -, - . . .  .... 

. ' 1 hV .,. - GOLD - . . . .  . . .i*. 14; : ,  I, ' 

"'fie N&w i o r k  p;i& of gold ?@&lied a new3 all-time high of $49.55 per+bunca 
during the  week, before profi t- taking s e t  in. Gold dealers sa id  the  sharp r$se 
resulted.  from a near absence of sellers. Buyers were sa id  t o  have been at- 
t rac ted  due t o  growing doubts-;about the heal th  o f  the  American economy. 
Dollar s a W ' r o s e '  and thb do l l a r  f e l l  to- its lowest l eve l s  s lnce December's 
devaluaiionf . . .  I n  Denver, Sen. Gordon Aklott,  Chairman of the  Senate Policp 
C o w t t o e  annaunced a t  t h e  Western, Mining Conference there  t h a t  he would in- 
troduce legislation t o  allow pr iva te  individuals t o  own gold. He sa id  he would 
introduce It a s  k separate '  b i l l , '  not an amendment, saying i t  would be, a hedge 
against  i n f l a t i o n  and st imulate gold mining.lI (Western Minirtg Nacrs, Feb. 12; 
1972) . - 

f i s -  

. . 
"Major pkodu&rs of lead ra ised t he ip r i ce  112 'cent per pound to  14 1'2 

cents;' ' 'Ad o f f i c i a l  of St. ' ~ o e  'Minerals sa id  the  lead- business was good, 
especial ly  ba t t e r i e s ,  and he doesn't look f o r  a decrease i n  lead i n  gasoline. 
ASARCQ.said t h e  move was nece-ssary t o  compete f o r  lead concentrates. Domestic 
inventories 'are bking depte ted while demand is increashng . The p r i ce  increase 

' :d$d not nGed-price Couknlssion 'appt6val s ince lead i s*st i l l  s e l l i n g  below 
'! tlie l eve l  of l a s t  ~ a y  25 ;' one: of the  Phase 2 base dates  .It (Gfestern Mining 
News, Feb. 11, 1972) - 


