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WALTER I. HICKEL, GOVERNOR 

DEPABTRIENT OF NATBJEAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF MINES AND MINERALS l?HHl%*fAftW 

Box 5-300, College 99701 i 

Examination 
of 

Stearnboat Creek Prospect ,  Fairbanks D i s t r i c t  
i n  1968 

Messrs, J i m  Lundgren, Don Rowley, and Pete  Smith, j o i n t  
owners of t h e  lode claims on Steamboat Creek, requested an 
examination of  t h e  d r i l l i n g  being conducted on t h e i r  p roper t i e s .  

These gentlemen w e r e  engaged i n  d r i l l i n g  v e r t i c a l  ho les ,  
using a r o t a r y  d r i l l  r i g  wi th  an air-cooled 6"  t r i c o n e  bit. 
Samples were c o l l e c t e d  on a shee t  i r o n  p l a t e  placed around 
t h e  c o l l a r  of t h e  hole .  A t  t h e  time of t h e  ~ i s i t ~ h o l e  "E" 
was i n  progress  with a depth o f  approximately 150 f e e t  (see 
map) - 

An examination of  t h e  c u t t i n g s  by panning and hand l e n s  
revealed t h a t  t h e  d r i l l .  was pene t ra t ing  quar t z  d i o r i t e  with 
occas ional  narrow quar tz - s t r inge r s .  The quar t z  was s l i g h t l y  
s t a i n e d  wi th  l imoni te  and contained a few small  p y r i t e  cubes, 
Nscther minerals  were observed, M r .  Lundgren s t a t e d  t h a t  he  
in tends  t o  d r i l l  about 450 f e e t .  

I examined t h e  outcrops exposed i n  road c u t s  near t h e  
o the r  d r i l l  ho les  and a l s o  t h e  prospect  p i t  where 
a rgen t i f e rous  galena was discovered (see r e p o r t s  of 
R. H. Saunders) . Very few outcrops were v i s i b l e  because of 
heavy snow on t h e  ground, From what I was a b l e  t o  see ,  t h e  
outcrops and d r i l l  c u t t i n g s  i n d i c a t e  cons iderable  p y r i t i c  
minera l i za t ion  throughout t h e  l o c a l  a rea .  



A Brunton and Pace map should be made a t  t h e  prospect  i n  
spr ing  when outcrops are  v i s i b l e ,  Meanwhile, a s  !Xr. Lundgren 
desires to cont inue drilling, I suggested t h a t  he p lace  h i s  
ho les  a s  close t o  t h e  sou theas te r ly  t rending  f a u l t  a s  poss ib le .  

Theodore Vanee 
S t a t e  Mining Engineer 

Fairbanks,  Alaska 
January 24, 1968 
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