
In the  early mrt  o f  J u l y ,  1958, b i r .  uan CaSen, bss ie tant  F i r e  Chief 
at X i  e lson Air Force Base, brought i n  some s~ec imens  t h a t  he t h o u a t  contained 
molybdeni t e. Exmination of t h e  specimens poved tha t  the m a t e r i d  he 
thought t o  be moly'bdenite was a c t u z l l y  g raph i t e .  Because some of these  
speciaens a 3 e a r e d  t o  b e  f a i r l y  high-grade i n  g r m h i t e  content ,  and because 
M r .  Coben renor ted  that  the  deposi t  was read i ly  access ib le  by road, a f i e l d  
examination was connidered. to  be  worthwhile. The examination was made on 
Ju ly  15, 1958, by Robert H. Saunders , T e r r i t o r i a l  Mining Engineer; trane- 
p o r t a t i o n  was provided by Mr. Coben. 

The deposi t  i s  l e s s  t h m  one mibe outsicle the  eas t  boundqy of ICielson 
A i r  Force h s e ,  a s  shown on the  accornoanying mam. I t  i s  on the c r e s t  of 
a r idge  t h a t  separatas the  drainage of French Creek, on t h e  south,  from the  
d r a i n w e  of Moose Creek, on the  north. A gravel  road from Xielson Air Force 
Base goes along the  top of t h e  r idge ;  t U a  road extends much f a r t h e r  than i s  
shown on the accorrrp~ving map. 

The granhite-.bearing mater ia l  i s  a horizon o f  g raph i t i c  s c h i s t  t h a t  i s  
a u a r t  o f  the  p r ~ ~ G a m b r i a n  Birch  Creek Sch i s t  formation. The g r a p h i t i c  
s c h i s t  i s  exposed i n  p i t s  t h a t  were dug t o  obta in  matsr ia l  f o r  road-building. 
The deposi t  appears to be about 20 f e e t  t h i c k ,  and i t  s t r i k e s  a~mroximatelg 
p a r a l l e l  t o  the  top o f  the  r idge.  

During t h e  f i e l d  exanination i t  was r e a d i l y  moarent  t h a t  the  depos i t  
as a whole i s  much lower i n  g r & s  than the specimens tha t  had been brought 
i n  by blr. Coben, and, i n  addi t ion  t o  i m e u r i t i e s  within the  g r a d ~ i t i c  s c h i s t ,  
the re  a r e  numerous s m a l l  quartz s t r i n g e r s  c u t t i n g  acrosu t h e  deposi t  t h a t  
f u r t h e r  decrease the grade. Laboratory t e s t s  made l a t e r  on some o f  the  
b e t t e r  looking specimens showed t h a t  even they contdnod only th ree  per cent  
fixed c a b o n ,  much too low-grade t o  be of any commercial iaportance.  

I n  l a t e  July  of 1958, t h e  ALr Force announced i t s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  with- 
draw from t h e  pub:Lic domain a t r q c t  of land adjacent to  Eielson AAr Force 
Base on the  eas t .  The exposures of g r m h i  t i c  s c h i s t  a r e  within t h e  area 
t o  bw bri thdrawn. 
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