
MExORlNDUPI REPORT December 8, 1952 

TO: P h i l  R. Holdsworth, Conrmissioner of Mines 

FROM: James A. Mlliams, b s o c i a t e  Mining Engineer 

SUBJECT: Examination of the  S. A. Wilson gold-zinc prospect, Steamboat Bay, 
Precinct, October 25, 1952. - 

Juneau 

On October 21, 1952, a l e t t e r  was received by the Commissioner 
of Mhes from S. a, Wilson of Fanshaw, Alaslca requesting t h a t  an examination 
be made of his gold-zinc prospect in  Steamboat Bay. Evidence being supplied 
of samples of possible commercial values having been taken a t  t h i s  property, 
it was decided tha t  an examination by the writer was wrranted.  The exami- 
nation w s  made, therefore, on Oc%ober 25, 1952, and the f oUowing i s  written 
as  a r e su l t  of this examina~on,  

To summarize briefly:: The deposit consists of small s t r ingers  of 
carbonate material  containing interest ing values of gold and zinc, but due 
t o  the locat ion of the deposit and s i z e  of the stringers,  there i s  l i t t l e  
poss ib i l i ty  of developing a tonnage suf f ic ien t  f o r  a:profitable mining 
operation. The str ingers  s t r i k e  toward the mainland, and i f  the same 
mineralization exis t s  there, it would warrant exploration mrk. 

The property is on a small peninsula jutt ing i n t o  Steamboat Bay 
as shown in t he  v ic in i ty  map which accompanies this report ,  The geographical 
coordinates are 1330311 W Long and 57'16 t M Lat, Steamboat b y  is six 
miles ESE of Five Finger Light and f o u r  miles  N of t he  community of Fanshaw. 

On3y one claim is held--the Islander-- and it should be recorded 
in Petersburg, t'nough Mr. U s o n  seemed ta think the recording had been done 
i n  Juneau. He ia the sole owner, and l i v e s  on Roberts Island, which i s  just  
off the NE corner of the accompanying v ic in i ty  map. His maiUng address 
i s  Fanshaw, h s k a ,  

The topography, timber, vegetation, and climate alo& the ma- 
land a t  t h i s  point are typ ica l  of SE Alaska, The peninsiila i t s e l f  i s  s m a l l  
and low and has no timber o r  vegetation. It is prac t ica l ly  a high-tide 
is land about LOO feet  i n  d6ameter and connected with the  mainland by a narrow 
s t r i p  about 200 f e e t  long. The highest point on the peninsula i s  not more 
than ten f e e t  above high t ide.  

The country rock a t  the property i s  a graywhacke which is  mostly 
qui te  f ractured and having occasionally a ,moderate schistosity.  Narrow 
zones o r  s t r ingers  of a dark bluish-grey calcium carbonate material run 
through the g r e a c k e  and are mostly ra ther  heavipj mineralized with 
sulphides. Fyri te  and sphaler i te  are predominant. It i s  these mineralized 
carbonate stringers t ha t  make up Wilson's prospect. There are  many of them, 



but i n  add i t ion  t o  being narrow, the  l a rge  majority of them a r e  sho r t  and 
inconsis tant ,  The general  s t r i k e  of the s t r i n g e r s  i s  east-west and mos t  of 
them have a near ly  v e r t i c a l  dLp, Since t h e  s t r i k e  i s  toward t he  main- 
land, it seems reasonable t o  assume t h a t  t he  same formation i s  l i k e l y  t o  
appear there, but Wilson had no t  found it. 

Five channel samples were cut  from t h a t  many of t he  s t r i n g e r s  i n  
v&ous loca t ions  about the  peninsula. They were assayed i n  the  Ketchikan 
Assay Office by A. E. Glover and found t o  have the following values: 

Sample Width - Oz. Ag/ton 

JW52-51 4" 0.16 Trace $4.60 N i l  Tr. 3.91 
JWS2-52 6" 0.4.9 1.50 18.50 Tr. 0.98 7@. 
m 2 - 5 3  3" 0.25 Trace 8.75 0.80 Tr.  4*23 
JWS2-54 12" 0.1~8 Trace 16.W T r ,  Tr .  1.91 
m2-55 6" 0.18 Trace 6,30 1.00 Tr .  4.78 

A hand specimen reportedly from t h i s  property was found by Clover t o  conta in  
0.36 02. gold, 1.40 0s. s i lve r ,  and 8.628 Zinc, The assay No. was 10327. 
This sample probably was se lec ted  from the same s t r i nge r  i n  close proximity 
t o  the sample po in t  of JIG2-52, 

B large deposi t  with the above values  would be of commercial i n t e r -  
e s t  f o r  i t s  'gold and zinc content, but wi th  t he  smal l  s t r i nge r s  t h a t  exist 
here, and the  f a c t  t h a t  they a r e  i n  a small area  surrounded by water, there  
i s  l i t t l e  chance t h a t  an economical tonnage could be developed. If t h e  
same values c+d be found on t h e  mainland i n  a fa i r - s ized  vein o r  a massive 
deposit,  t h e  deposi t  mu ld  have d e f i n i t e  pos s ib i l i t i e s ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  i f  t he  
mineralization should show up on a hill s i d e  o r  a t  a higher elevation.  

Mr. ;Jflson i s  anxious t o  r a i s e  c a p i t a l  t o  s ink a s h a f t  on his 
showings, bel ieving t h a t  t h e  s t r i nge r s  w i l l  converge i n t o  a good ore  body a t  
depth, The w r i t e r  i s  of the  opinion t h a t  the  chances aga in s t  the  possi- 
b i l i t i e s  of this type of occurrence a r e  too g r ea t  t o  r i s k  the 'necessarry 
c a p i t a l  f o r  sinking, and t h e  p r o b a u l i t y  of m t e r  en te r ing  the  workings 
through f r ac tu r e s  from the  surrounding bay make t h e  propositLon even more 
unat t ract ive .  Mr. Nilson was advised of t h i s  and was urged t o  bend his 
e f fo r t s  to~sard  core  d r i l l i n g  t he  property r a the r  than sinking, if he  s t i l l  
wished t o  explore the  prcsspect a t  depth. He was pa r t i cu l a r l y  urged t o  
prospect N a n d  on t h e  s t r i k e  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  locate  a continuation of the  
mineral izat ion where t he  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of developing a s izab le  tonnage 
would be more favorable. 

M r .  E. T. "Tigertf Olson has a prospect on t he  NE side of nearby 
Foot Island (see v ic in i t y  map) where t h e  mineralization appears about t h e  
same as t h a t  of Wilson's prospect, though weathered t o  a g rea te r  extent ,  



Transportat ion from Juneau t o  WIUsont s prospect  and , re turn was, by 
plane owned and piloted by Dean Goodwin of Juneau. F l y h g  weather was bad 
and growing worse so that there was no time f o r  f u r t h e r  investigation of the 
vicinity. 

M r .  Tdilson gave permission t o  make t h i s  r epor t  available t o  anyone 
who may be interested. 

James n. Williams 
Associate h i n b g  Engineer 
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