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The Cogper King prospect. i s  an old -prospect t h a t  has been held 

by I@. 1,. C. Berg of Sitka, the discoverer, fo r  nany years. The 

exmS_nittioi sf' 'the property was ma& at his request. The ~ w i t e r  was 

on the property on 28 August 1956 and was accsmga,nied by Mr. Leslie 

Yav ,  a,lso sf Sitlra, an associate of M r .  Berg's. The vein structure 

and miner&izatfon appeared prornri.sing upon exmlna"cion, hut  %he assay 

rctu4ns om the smp1es taken %?ere qubte d2r;appsin%fng and preclude 

much likelihood of co~~mercial  petssi'iailrities. 

The prospeat I s  reached by folloT.r%ng the 1~sres-b Service t r a i l  

to and up Awon Creek 5 or 6 ruiles from the old Berg L m ~ r  Camp, and .then 

clilPrbing t o  an estimated elevation sf a's0er-k 1600 feet by foUoving up a 

tributa-sy and then ug the first left l i m i t  L r i b t a r y  t~ that tributary 

as shorn on the attached vicinity nmp, The Lower C a ~ a p  can be reached a t  

high t i d e  by smaU boat, sthen~ise by a three-arile t r a i l  from Berg B y .  

Sever& elevations Irere taken by altimeter, but the teather T T ~ S  stonny 

and .the bara~etrslc pressure tras fluctm-t;%ng so rsp%d2y t ha t  even appro&ate 

flgwfes f o r  ebesra-bions could not be obtained. A ful l  day is r e q u i ~ e d  for  

the  hike each way* me appro-te geogrqphical eosrdfnates of %he prospect 



are 131°j8t1? longitude and 56*26-1/2'1\~ lat i tude,  and it i s  located i n  the 

Wrangell Recording Precinct. 

The Copper King vein strilces IT 3 3 ' O  W and dips abouk 80" E. 

It crosses the t r ibutary mentioned above and has been exposed on both 

sides of the creek over a t o t a l  horizontal distance of about 45 fee t .  

It averages 4-1/2 f ee t  %ride where emosed. On the l e f t  l i r n i t  of the creek 

s l ight ly  above creek level  i s  a shaft  reportedly nine f ee t  deep sunlc on 

the  vein, bu-t it i s  f u l l  of water. The vein appears t o  become s l ight ly  

narrower down the shaft. The f d l s  are d i s t inc t  and the vein I-fiaterial 

breaks away cleanly. 1% i s  a very regular and consistent structure a s  

f a r  as exposed, and the  owner reports finding quartz along the claim 

center l i n e  over 300 f ee t  away which apparently worked up through the 

over-burden f rorn the vein. 

The mineralization of the  vein changes markedly with depth. 

A t  an elevation of about eight f e e t  above the creek level,  the  vein consists 

of quartz grad-ing in to  a fine-grained diori%e, or possibly rhyolite, which 

i s  rather  weakly mineralized with f ine  sulfides, including sparse specks 

of borulite. A s  the elevation drqps, the  sulfide content increases rapidly. 

The dump from the  shaft  was exmined and found t o  be largely almost sol id 

sulfides. This appears t o  be a replacement type of mineralization which 

perhaps d.$d not penetrate higher because of l e s s  fracturing or  some other 

change. SsnaEl. inclusions i n  the  sulfides from the shaft  were noted which 

pro'babkf were original ly conglmerate pebbles. This can not be s tated 

defini tely because of the ex%remely weathered and oxidized condition of 

the  dmp material. The &iLfides are  pyrite,  pyrrhotite sgbalerite, and 

perhaps others. The examination was made during a heavy rain, so a f e w  



de ta i l s  may have been missed. 

A study of a e r i a l  photographs of the  2ros.pec-t v ic in i ty  reveals 

many predsdnant pa ra l l e l  s%ructures trending on the same s t r ike  a s  the  

Coppr King vein. These a re  the resul t  of metamorghosed sediments having 

been t i l t e d  t o  a f a i ~ l y  steep angle but folded l i t t l e ,  Their trend i s  

indicated i n  the accmpanying vicinity map by the drainage pattern. The 

Copger Ung vein i s  probably an igneous s i l l  which intruded the  snetamorphics 

and was then a l te red  and mineralized. A ser ies  of l e s s  d is t inc t  structures, 

evidently s m a l l  faults, trending r m w j  H 20' E, a re  noted in  the near 

vfcinrty of the prospect, The t r ibutary  on wl~ich the prospect i s  loca-bed 

f o l l o ~ ~ s  one of these, If fur ther  prospecting i n  the  area Irere t o  be 

undertaken, it trou3.d be well t o  check part icular ly the intersections of 

the  sill ( i f  it can be followed) and these secondary struc-tares. 

According "c M r .  Berg, the  prospect, when discovered, ~ m s  

named the Copper King because of specks of peacock copper in  the vein 

a t  the  surface. A sample of the  heavy sulfides taken by M r .  13erg a t  

an ea r l i e r  date w s  assayed Aprll 30, 1956 by Arthur Glover, TDM Assayer, 

with L'ae foll-o~ring resul ts :  Au n i l ,  Ag n i l ,  Cu 0.53$, Zn 3.71$, and 

NT trace. The zinc is consistant with the resul t  from Yne '(.miter's 

sampling, but the copper i s  not. 'Pwo sanrples trere taken during the exam- 

ination, one across the  vein a t  the  higher leve l  and one from the shaft 

dump m t e r i a l  , In Yne up,per sample, cogper was n i l  and zinc 0 .I?$. In 

t h e  duiip sample, there w a s  only a t race  of copsper and zinc was 3.33s. 

A check fo r  nickel showed it t o  be absent. 

1% appears then tha t  i n  sp i te  of the heavy mineralization, 



there i s  l i t t l e  hope of c m e r c i a l  values i n  the  vein. With the  fn- 

crease of sulf ides with depth, it i s  possible tha t  t h e i r  nature may 

change t o  provide good values a t  greater depth, However, t h i s  poss ib i l i ty  

i s  too small t o  warrant the  sgending of funds From a small private source 

f o r  fur ther  explora%ion when the s ize and location of the  deposit i s  con- 

sidered. If an overall  regional prospecting progran were t o  be projected 

Tor 'chat section by a company, then the  Cosper King poss ib i l i t ies  should 

be investigated further  as a ;part of "chat program. 
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