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DNR Division of Geological & 
Geophysical Surveys (DGGS)

Alaska Geologic 
Materials Center

DGGS mission:

Determine the potential of Alaskan land for production 
of metals, minerals, fuels, and geothermal resources, 
the locations and supplies of groundwater and 
construction material, and the potential geologic 
hazards to buildings, roads, bridges, and other 
installations and structures (AS 41.08.020).
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Other applied science 
programs at DGGS



Other environmental geology 
programs include…

http://dggs.alaska.gov/



“

”

Alaska is challenged by poor water quality in 
some areas of the state, including health-
concerning levels of arsenic, nitrate, and 
other contaminants, but very little is currently 
known about levels and locations of these 
contaminants. 

DGGS is interested to work with you, as stakeholders in 
groundwater quality information, to make data on 
natural contaminants in groundwater widely available.

- Observations of the author



DGGS
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Reduce exposure to contaminants 
through high-quality, timely, 
standardized data: facilitate robust 
scientific modeling, public health 
studies, and new public outreach 
materials on a local and state scale. 
• Build a network of Alaska 

groundwater data creators, users, 
and other stakeholders 

• Identify sources of groundwater 
quality information for natural 
contaminants

Goal 1: Partner with AK ground-
water data creators and users



Examples of Be Well 
Informed from other states: 
https://bewellinformed.info

Note the Be Well 
Informed tool does not 
collect data. It is 
informational only.

Project Goal 2: 
Develop an 
Alaska version of 
the “Be Well 
Informed” tool



Results:
• Water safety 

according to 
MCLs

• Health 
concerns

• Water 
treatments

• Resources



Long list of 
resources:
• App phone 

support by 
Cooperative 
Extension Service 
and DGGS

• Agencies
• Helpful 

organizations



Project Goal 3: Integrate Alaska 
data into the national database

DGGS

WQX
WQP

Data sharing
and

accessibility

DGGS, with guidance from 
stakeholders, will develop a 
schema for a staging 
database in preparation for 
transferring non-confidential 
and/or location-obscured 
data to the Water Quality 
Exchange (WQX).



DGGS will develop maps and 
tools with the aim of making the 
information available and 
approachable for non-technical 
users.

The interface is anticipated to 
be similar to that in the Alaska 
Radon Map shown here.

Project Goal 4: Develop online maps

https://maps.dggs.alaska.gov/radon/

https://maps.dggs.alaska.gov/radon/
https://maps.dggs.alaska.gov/radon/


Quality data 
collection

DATA CONFIDENTIALITY
DGGS treats radon data as confidential
and will not release the data unless
required to do so by a court of law. Data
will be statistically merged with other
radon data before they are made avail-
able to the public.

http://dggs.alaska.gov/hazards/download/
radon-questionnaire.pdf 



Potential ways 
you can help 
with this effort

https://tinyurl.com/
mrx3nxm8

• Spread the word about 
the Be Well Informed tool

• Hand out flyers about the 
project

• Encourage homeowners 
or others with data to 
submit it to DGGS

• Attend project meetings
• Provide feedback on 

project goals



Project flyer



Arsenic in groundwater flyers



Contact us

Jen Athey, Geologist, Mineral Resources & Geologic Information Center
State of Alaska, Division of Geological & Geophysical Surveys

jennifer.athey@alaska.gov 907.451.5028

mailto:jennifer.athey@alaska.gov
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