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Thinly interbedded carbonaceous mudstone and
coaly stringers; coals are commonly sheared
and display prominent slickenside striations;
abundant plant debris

Tan-brown weathering sandstone, gray-brown
on fresh surfaces; abundant broadleaf plant
remains on parting surfaces; lower part of
sand body appears massive

Few rhizoliths

Root-like structures coated with carbonaceous
films; abundant plant remains on parting
surfaces
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and coaly stringers
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Abundant rhizoliths; highly fractured top

Abundant rhizoliths

Dull black coal with abundant bright bands
visible on fresh surfaces; interbedded mud-
stone and carbonaceous mudstone splits

Orange weathering siltstone

Highly fractured coal with abundant carbon-
aceous mudstone partings

Siltstone with thinly interbedded carbonaceous
mudstone

Nodular weathering siltstone

Interbedded nodular weathering siltstone and
chippy weathering argillaceous siltstone; 
common coalified wood and plant fragments

Abundant plant fragments, some 50 to 60 cm
long and oriented oblique to bedding

Abundant broadleaf plant debris

Coal with abundant thin siltstone splits

Abundant broadleaf plant fragments
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Figure 3. Measured stratigraphic section 02DL53 
through part of a thick, coal-bearing mudstone 
succession exposed along the west bank of the 
Windy Fork of the Kuskokwim River. Measured 
section is located in Dickey’s map unit Tqa. Da-
tum for latitude and longitude is NAD27 Alaska. 
The location of samples in meters above base is 
shown immediately to the left of the meter col-
umn. This section was measured by the authors 
in August 2002.
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