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To the end of 1930 Alaska, according to the recurds of the Omlogical 
Survey, hsd produd placer gold to the v b  of $258,962,000 from 
mines widely acattemd throughout ib length and breadth. The dk- 
tribution of the placers from which the gold was recovered has been 
stated ia more or Ima detail in the annual summaries publiqhed by the 
Geologicd Survey on the mineral indwtv of Almka md also in its 
mom complete reports on many of the individual mining distriots. 
Although these s~ll.nmarIea and reports ham furnished infomation 
regding the larger regions, they ham not aIwap given specific 
dataite regarding tha smaller districta. Furthermore, there has been 
no recent attempt to wembIe and publish in one place the scattered 
statisties mgmkg the pltlcerqld production by yeam and by ragions 
snd districts. The purpose of the present report is to  set forth in 
condensed but comprehensive form a s u m n a r y  of the placer-gold 
production of Alaaka so far a9 it can be determined fmm the available 
ofi& records. 

At the outset it &odd be realized that the records on which the 
accompanying tabulations are baaed am not d cumplete or detailad 
mo*h to be used for as &ute malpk as is desired for the pressnt 
purpose. This is especially h a  of the older m r d a ,  for in some of 
them tbe subdivisions nsed do not correspond with those now adopbd 
and the data am not such as to parmit their mcalculation fo fit the 
prerrent need. For instance, it is almost mtain that some smsU 
mounts of gold were recovered by prospectors from nearly evory Sis- 
trict in the year preceding the first recorded production for that dia- 
trict gs given in tha following tab)-. Thesa amounts, however, were 
small and so far as Imown hare been attributed to one or mother of 
the older nmby districts, so that they appear in t h e  regional tods 
and hffect the district totals only Eo a minor extent. 

Even in tho more recent records there are uncertainties that cannot 
be entirely eliminated. One of the most fieriaus causes of uncertainty 
is due to the methods employed even cumanfly in wllenting thia 
infbrmation regwding the placer production for a h  yem. The 
mcmtakties due to this cause have been described as follona:" 

The methoda used in ooUecttng and interpreting the information t b t  forma 
the bmia of thk report indicate that  it ia more djfflcul t ta obtain ateurats faeta 
regarding the production of placer gold than regarding any of the other iteme. 

I Smllh, P. S., Mlnnrnl !ride or Almh In 1W U.B. W. 8 m 9 .  Ball. t!m, pp. E-B, 1931. 

1 9 W D 4 9  93 



ThL is due to the gmut number of mall producere, who ere widely s c a M  
and many of whom me in the moet remote pa* of the Territory. The gold 
they @ue frequently pmea through many hands before i t  finally mches a 
mint or aaay o%#, BO that a single lot k dflcult to trace. It map appear in 
the reports of the individual and then iC identity by b e i q  lumped with 
other gold by the stomkeeper who Cook it in exchange for eupplfes, and s t i l l  further 
comlidated by the bank, perhaps in mme distant district, to which it w a ~  aent 
by the memhant, aad its course perbps atill further obsaured by behg shipped 
to another bsnk before being t u r n 4  in t o  the mint. Every reeaoneble effort 
hss been made to cheak the information from ditlemnt mouroes and to adjust die- 
crepncim BO frrr m M b b .  Ae a raault it Is believed that the figurea given for 
the total plscer prwIuation and ih diutributioo by yeara among the hge r  regions 
are in accord with the actual faots. The dkt~ibutlon of this total among the 
different dietricb, hoarever, ia open to much more wrioua errors, an gold produced 
in one district, unless mported to the Qeological Su~vety by the original producer, 
may be credited to m e  other dlatrict through which it psgaed in the oouree of 
trade. 

Another cause of uucertdnty that 'affects ourrent records and 
becornea even more troublesome in interpreting the older oam arims 
through the neixmit-y of combining the records of certain dbtricte so 
as ta avoid disclmhg infohnation given to the Geologic4 Survey in 
confidence, becpruse publisbg the separate records would afford 
insight inta an individual's production of plmer gold. This diffi- 
aulty ia believed to hava been Isrgely avoided in tha p m n t  report, 
because the rwrde here given have not been brought up beyond 
1930 and became the grouping adopted prevents recognition of the 
production of individuals. 

In  the intemt of arithmetical xlwur&cy the shtietica ae tabulated 
hava been followed precisely in arirving at tbe totals stated. Thb 
has led to an appearaace of greatar acmrracy then is warraated by the 
quality of the data used. For instance, the totd production fmm the 
Nome district is stated a& %67,707,200, though aa ia evident from the 
detailed table, an estimated figure that may be in error ua much ns 
%100,000 makes up part of t.hst tohl. Furthermore, mmt of the 
annual @res for that camp sre stated only to the nearest whole 
number of thousands, and as the table embmea the w o r d  for 34 
years ib total as given may be some teng of thousands of dollam dif- 
ferent from the totel that would bava been obtained if the annual 
figursa bad been dekrmieed to the last integer. However, h d  the 
figures in the table been rounded off or recomputed to conform with 
the mathematical p r o m  of indicating @y.kftcant figma, they would 
not have coincidd with the available district or 4 o d  recods  OF 

with the records that haae been published for Alaska's annual plmer- 
gold production. 

The most reliable group of @es in the following tabulation are 
the tobls for each of the calendar years. Tbia comes about through 
the fact that practically dl Alaaknn gold entering the channels of 
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trade paas= at ~~t tima tbrough varioua depmitoriee such as 
banks, meltem, minte, or m y  offim, to resch %-hi& it undergoes 
transportation by mail or q r e s  or ptmm thmugh customs. Them 
me themfoe numy diverse modes of checking the grtm output of gold 
from Alaska in addition to t'he direct inquiq that is sent by the 
GeoIogicd Survey to each known mine or operstor who may have 
produced mme gold. 

Next in degree of accuracy are the records ming the annual 
pduction of each of the major Alaska regions. Bere tm Che facili- 
ties for checking the reports from one source a g b G  those from other 
soutcea permit debmining the facts with considerable reliability. 
The stun of the outpuh from dl the major regions bas been verified 
and made to equal exactly the total production of Alaska for the year 
ar the period stated. 
When, howaver, this regiond production is broken down for dia- 

tribution among the different districts that mnatitute the imegion, 
serious ~ c u l t i e s  of reconclliug the various mailable m o d s  arise. 
For inehnce, in the Huskokwirn region in 1914, 1915, and 1916 d 
the plmer-gold production is, reoorded aa having come from the 
McKinlep district, though it is known from other murm thrtt mme 
gold wm also p d u c e d  during these years in the Goodnews Bay dis- 
trict. At this date it is obviously imposnib1e to determine posi- 
tively the mason for the omission of the record of the Goodnewe Bay 
dist,rict in thoae years. It is pomible that the gold from Goodnew 
Bay waa h c o m t l y  credited to some region other than the Kuako- 
k w h ,  but the simplest and most likely explanation is that in the old 
mcords, the digtrick was not sepmtely listed from the Mcinley  dis- 
trict md therefom its gold production is included with the gold from 
t h ~ t  district. In order that possibilities of this sort may be refleabd 
in tbe tables, appropriate symbols have been ink jected to show that 
the amount in one column is believed to be too low or in ssotbar too 
high. In this way the writer has a~oided altering the statements 
afforded by the official records. Such a device, however, does not 
maet the need of supplying some sort of quantitative value for the 
omitted or duplicated records, if ta total for the district is to be struck. 
Themfore whh full realization of the probability of introducing 
.ernom of considerable magnitude, the writer h ~ s  stated as a single 
.grass figure his estimate of the amounts thst should be added to or 
subtracted from the figurea given in tbe column to correct these 
deficiendea. This procedure hm been adopted because it was b e  
lieved to  be subject to less inaccumcy than that of inserting sepamte 
estimates in the various mlumna for each of the missing yeam. In 
other words, it waa believed that wheram an eathated total far a 
period of several yearn might be out perhaps 10 percent, an estimate 
for each of the individual yeam comprising that period might well be 
out as much arss 100 percent. 



Arranged in the order of the magnitude of ~& total pIamr-gold 
production up to the end of 1930 the Imgm 81&Bk&Il r8gim ranked 
as follows: 

Yukon .,,,,,,-,,,----,------------------- %147,853,900 
Seward Penh~ula ,--,_-,,--,-----------------,- 94,191,000 
Copper Rlvar ..,,,--,-,,,-,----------+--------- 5,381,700 - 
Csok Inlet,,,- ,,-.,,,-,.------+-------------- 5,052,820 
Kuekokwim, ,- -,- ,, -, - -,, --,,- ,,- ---- ,-,---,-- 3,840,400 
Southeantern h k a  -.,,----,-,---------------+- 2,788,980 
Northern Alseka --,-,,,,,,--,,-.,--,--,,--,-,-- 373,200 

268, 982, 000 

Arrt~nged in the order of the magnitude of their total placer-gold 
production up to the and of 1930 the Alaskan districts d e d  in the 
f o l l o ~  orcler: 

In the acmrnpmyhg t~b le  are set forth the compleh etati~tics of 
the production of the various district8 m iar &g they mn now ba 
determined from the oficial rewrds. In add; tion to the epecifio fmts 
ngamhg the value of the placer-gold production of each arm for 
each year, aa well as the total value by years, chtficta, and regions, 
he table serves as a more or less graphic reprmentation of the history 
of the development of the pIacer indwtv throughout the Territory. 
Thus at a glance may be visualized the mbtive time when each of the 
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mrtmG ,..---.-...-.-- .....-...... 
 NO^ .........................*....*... 
Iditatad .,.........--a*--. .........,... 
Couacil ................. ;-.- ........... 
Circle .................................. 
Hot B m  ............................... 
~orzgmtie ................................... 
Rub ....................................... ............................ F ~ J ~ ~ I V W I .  
Tolowa .......... : ................... 
,Qolomon-BZed ..................... ,... 
Kopukuk. ............................. 
Inaoko-. ............................... 
MrhKInle,y. ............................ 
Ohistwh nn ............................ 
N j e i n ~  ....-..-..-..------ .................. 
Yenma ................................ 
Rowwok .............................. 
Kenhi .................................. 
Rsmpert ............................... 
Juneau ................................. 
RiChhrdso8 ,...-.-..-------.--*------. 
M m h d l  .....*.........................---. 
P o r c u y i n ~  ----..---------+----------- 

KO k ................................ 
~hrw -.,..---,---..-----,--------- 
Tuluks%Ir-M ...---.-------.------ 
Eegla .................................. 
Port Clarsaoe ....-...,... ............. 
vdae~  cmhh ,,--.-..-.-., ......... 
Kmtishm ...-.....--------+-*-------. 
BonnlBeld --.-------*--+----+---++---- 

Chand%lar -..-.--..----------*-----.-+ 
Takataga ...-__,-_,--.-- . --------- 
Qoodaetrs-Bw --.--.,..,..-,-.------ ................................ h r g e t a w  
lndisn RI- 

h # m  

Ynkw ...-.-.......*................. -----*.  
as& sanhm. .......-*.-**-.---*----*------ 
Yukon ........................................... 
Sowwd Wnlmnla ................................ 
Yukon ....-........--..--..------------- 

do ........................................... 
rto ........................................... 
du ........................................... 

k ~ r d  F%U~ildb..-- ........................... 
Yukon ........................................... 
b w u r d  Fenlnsulk ............................... 
Yukon ........................................... 

..-..do. .......................................... 
Rllsknkwfrn ..................................... 
Col, Rivw ...........--..--...+*---*,--*,--.- LT .......................................... 
Conk Inht-Saritn~ .............................. 
8 0 w ~ r d  Psniasuls .-..........+--A-hh-.---------- 
('aok h l a t  ..................................... . 
Yukon ............,........................... . 
Bourheaetarn Alaska  ,............----..--+-----. 
I'tlkon ........................................... 

do ...--..---...-........... *-*.*--*---***--- 
W t t ~ e s s t m  ~ b b  ............................. 
Bewnrd Y o n l m h  ............................... 
Ynkan ........................................... 
KurkoMm ..................................... 
Yukon ........................................... 
6 0 w ~ r d  P~ l lb lSUk-~ .~  .......................... 
r'wk In l er -pmlb  -.....--+------.----------+- .......................................... Yukon ..... ........................*................. do. 
h r t  h m  A h a h  ................................ 
Yuhrnu ........................................... 
h u t h m # t e r a A m  ............................. 
Kurkokaim ..................................... .......................................... . r i r l .  
Yukon ........................................... 
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Mutaramtern M .................. 
Xelrhaa  ....----,.-----------------+-- 

R-dlow I:& .----.---,.-.--+------- 

Gold HIJ .............................. 
coot ~ntat-~oaltaa ............................... 
Coppar Rlver .................................... 
C w k  Inlat~8iutlns ............................... 
Yukon ........................................... 
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Marant districte begm to f u b h  Borne s w o a n t  amounh of g d d  
gad ths continuity of production since thst time. In fact, tbe corn- 
pl8h span of productive life of aome of the camp may be recognized 
by the ghortnem of the column of figures. The record of the Indian 
River district of &a Yukon region ia s good mampIe of thb condi- 

. tion, for the camp h t  became notably productive in 1911 and had 
maad fo yidd any significant amounts of plaw gold bg 1921. The 
reader should be ~rtutioned, hewever, agahe~ interpreting a marked 
f am off in the production of a dietrict as indicating that the life of 
the district i~ drawing to a close, The Sirstory of dl placer cmps 
shW$ thaS the y a m  immediahly follo-iqing the dismvarg of the 
camp mark a. time of high production, which mmes mainly from rich 
de&ltlr that are easily and cheaply mined. As these deposits are 
relatively won exhausted, the boom day8 afe succeeded befors long 
by a decline in the pwduction that marke a pariod before the intro- 
duction of eKtensive mechanical d e ~ c e a  for the mining of the lower- 
grade depwita a d ,  In some camprr, a period when owing to  the 
rsmoteness of the camp cssb are high. ,Some cmpa never pase to 
the stage of being doveloped by extansive equipment, and con- 
sequently their decline is unchecked. la othars the introduction of 
exhnsive rnechanicd equipment or additional diecoveriaa follow so 
quickly on the bonansa period thst the inevitable d&e is not 
strongly markd. A graph oi the production of p l w r  gold in the 
F a i r b d  &atriot up tn 1'327 is fairly representative of the growth 
d 7 d w h e  of a pIam csmp. In that district there was the mdden 
jump in pduction ta a peak aoon afbr  th% discovery of the camp, 
&tar which tihme was a d e c h s ,  followed by an even larger produc- 
tion a few peare later. Then followed decreasing production fox rr 
number of yeam during which practically aU pmta of tbjs am8 were 
mom or lem thoroughly gearched. Ia that eemh mmy dewta 
wbich ~ d d  not then be worked at R profit  were dieclod. W~th 
the cornpietion of the Aleeka Railroad, however, and as an outcome 
of the various events that made the region mom mmsaible and lowered 
mining costs, mme of these formerly unprofitable dsposib k a m e  
attractive, and their development was undertaken. The rssdt has 
been that for the last 4 years the production from that m p  has 
taken a decided u p w d  turn, and there is no raseon to predict that d 

for some time to come this trend lwill be interrupted by a aer iou 
d&e. 

The methods uegd in winning the placer gold reported in thwe 
' 

tables mnge widely in tbeh eGciency md CORE, The records sts to the 
amounb of gold pmduaed by each of the diemnt mhhg methods are 
not sva2sbIe. In fm t, it is m c u l  t te make any simpla olaasificatian 
of the varied methods &at have been mid, b a u e a  them% an almost 
uninterrupted sequence of elaboration from the indipidual prosp~tor 
wing onJy a ahavel and gold pan ta the oomp;lex dredge with most 

*r 
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pomple~a and n p b d a t s  equipment, However, it sppea~a thnt b& 
far the gm&st v t  of placer gold hlra been recornred by mathoh 
involviag otdy,. a1 labor or simple mechanical equipment suQh a~ 
can be opewit&' ?t? *small boiler for power or warn under a moderota 
headswhascanbsupplied byreltttivelyahortdihh~8. Ofthemar6 
altlbornte mechsnicrl methods of mining placer p u n d ,  dFedRJng hm " 

yiolded $he greatat amount of gold. This method was bt tried in 
Alaska in I903 and, having proved autmdul, haa bean wed more a d  
more extensively until in 1930 nearly 81 p m n t  of the placar gold 
reco~ererZ was miped by Wga. In the period between 2903 and 
1930: nearly 18% percent of all the placer gold recovered wgo pmdtload ! 
by dredges, but dredge output h d  been more &an Z 6% pmmt of the 
bts1 amount of pIacer pruduwd by d methods since ptoper 8jninl% 
began ia the Territory. In the course of dredge-mining operatiom 
about 90,097,000 oubic yards of gravel baa been mind, which haa 
yielded placer gdd worth $42,920,000, or sn average value par o u b  
yard of 47.6 WDG. 

The ldlowbg tsMs furnishes a reeord of the pmduct&&AM& 
dredgss for escb year. The pemkitent dmam ehown i the gold * 

wntent of the gnlvel mined indicntes th t  increased e f 6 k  y .of the 
rn- snd of W operation permits suooesafd miming of rleposita 
that fomrly  w d d  not have been attractive: 




